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May g assaults on
military installations
won't g0 unpunished:;
Khawaja Asif

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Defence Khawaja
Muhammad  Asif has
vowed that no one will be
allowed to desecrate the
sam:uty of the mather]and

9 will always remind the
nation how a riotous group
in its lust for power,
artacked the very founda-
tion of the country, The
minister said even the ene-
mies of Pakistan could
never dare do what was
done on May g at the behest
of a violent group. He said
the military installations
and memorials of our
heroes were targeted and
attacked. Khawaja Asif said
all of it was done under a
pre-orchestrated plan
which cannot be imagined
in any civilized country. He
said the Pakistani nation
identifies the planers, abet-
tors and implementers of
May g9 incidents. Khawaja
Asif said their hooliganism
still resonates in the terri-
ble memories of May g and
perpetrators behind these
crimes will be punished as
per the law and the
Constitution.

Pakistan's lunar
mission ‘ICUBE-Q’
enters moon orbit

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's
lunar mission (ICUBE-Q)
entered the moon orbit on
Wednesday.
Pakistan's
lunar mission (ICUBE-Q)

histeric

had been launched on
Friday on board China’s
Chang’E6 from Hainan,
China. According to the
IST, the satellite ICUBE-Q
has been designed and
developed by IST in collab-
oration with China's
Shanghai University SJTU
and Pakistan's national
space agency SUPARCO.

ICUBE-Q orbiter car-
ries two optical cameras
to image the lunar sur-
face. Following successful
qualification and testing,
ICUBE-Q has now been
integrated with the
Chang’e6 mission.
Chang'e6 is the sixth in a
series of China’s lunar
exploration missions. The
launch activity was tele-
cast live on the IST web-
site and social media plat-
forms. Chang’é, China's
Lunar Mission will touch
down on the Moon's far
side to collect samples
from the surface and
return to Earth for
research.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif addresses the National C
Emergency.

P declares Education Emergency
toenroll 26m out-of-school children,
aspires highly educated Pakistan

ARIF MEHMOOD KHAN

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Wednesday declared an
‘Education nicy” across Pakistan to
enroll around 26 million out-of-school chil-
dren and promote literacy to make the
country regain its lost space and develop it
as one of the most educated societies in the
world. “Today, with iron conviction, and
the support of provinces, we will handle
the challenge of 26 million out-of-school
children. We will bring them back to
school...l declare from this moment an
Emergency in Education all over
Pakistan...The way we did it in Punjab, we
will do it in Pakistan,” the prime minister
said addressing the Nammal Conference
on Education Emergency. He told the
gamenngol‘federalmnus(ers parh.unen
tarians, vice-ch

development partners that he would pe:-

sonally supervise the programme and
meet all the chief ministers, setting aside
political affiliations, with a vision to
‘march in unison, expressing the hape that
the provinces too would extend their sup-
port. “This is about our children and our
future. . This is a very challenging task, no
doubt. But nations which had faced diffi-
culties and defeat in the past arose from
the ashes of defeat. Germany and Japan

are the examples. Why can’t Palumn be?l
guarantee, if we move in unison to find
our space, Pakistan will emerge as one of
the most educated societies one day,” he
remarked. The prime minister, recount-
ing the achievements of the Punjab
Government during his chief minister-
ship, highlighted the boosted enroliment
rates, especially for girls, through initia-
tives like the Zevar Taleem Programme,
and rescuing 90,000 boys from brick kilns
to sending them to schools.

Sindh, Punjab bar councils announce lawyers’
strikes on May 9 after Lahore pollce clashes

PEAK POINT

LAHORE: The Punjab Bar
Council (PBC) and Sindh Bar
Council (SBC) on Wednesday
announced a strike by all

enforcement agencies and
bystanders were also affected.

Negotiations between the
police and lawyers failed to
resolve the impasse, the corre-
spondent on the ground

lawyers and bar assoclations in  3qded.

the provinces for May 9 after In a press release issued
clashes with the Lahore police.  after a press conference held
Lahore's GPO  Chowk

became a battleground earlier
today between riot police and
lawyers after the latter staged M
a protest rally and attempted
to enter the Lahore High Court
(LHC). The lawyers’ attempts
to gain entry into the high
court were repelled by police,
who baton-charged, fired tear
gas at and used water cannons

to disperse them.

The correspondent said
that dozens of lawyers were

arrested and wounded
police action,

by the PBC, LHCBA and Lahore
Bar Association (LBA), PBC
Vice Chairman Kamran Bashir
and Pir Imran Akram
Bodla, chairman of the PBC
executive committee
announced a strike by all
lawyers and bar associations in
the province TOMOITow
(Thursday) against the LHC
chief justice and police’s
“thuggery”. They said rallies
would be taken out against the
treatment meted out to
in lawyers today and a protest

ly ensured. They called for the
Punjab police chief and chief
minister to “come to their
senses” and immediately
release the detained lawyer.
They also demanded that the
Punjab police chief, Lahore's

itely

changed. The press
release reiterated that lawyers
would not appear in court on
Thursday and would mark
their protest through rallies
and demonstrations.
Separately, the SBC said it

strike and boycott of court pro-
ceedings for Thursday with
instructions for advocates to
not attend proceedings.

The SBC demanded the fed-
eral and Punjab governments
to take immediate notice of
the matter, address the
involvement of the Lahore
police in the “shameful and
inhuman”  treatment of
lawyers and take action

t the responsible police
officials. The council con-
demned the “excessive and
unwarranted use of police
force” against lawyers and
termed it a “shameful act”
that was a grave violation of
the force's duty and discipline.

The Karachi Bar
Association also announced a
boycott and sent a letter to the
sessions judges of the city's

tions to their subordinate
courts,

Speaking to Dawn News
earlier, LHCBA President Asad
Butt had said that the lawyers’
protest would continue until
their demands were met.

“The police have inflicted
cruelty by using force against a
peaceful march,” Butt said,
noting that dozens of lawyers
have been injured by tear gas
shelling, He demanded that
the notification of the division
of courts be withdrawn imme-
diately and that cases filed
against lawyers should be dis-
missed. According to a previ-
ous PBC press release, dated
May 7, the LHCBA's joint
action committee — compris-
ing a dozen members — had
met on Tuesday where it had
decided to

“welcome” the

while some
members of the press, law

would be registered. They said
that the strike would be strict-

top cop and deputy inspector
general of police be immedi-

was in agreement with the
PBC and also announced a

districts to suspend judicial
work and issue the same direc- LBA

protest rally announced by the

Arif Alvi calls for transparent
inquiry into May 9 events

PEAK POINT

LAHORE: Former president Dr Arif
Alvi has called for formation of an
independent commission to ensure
fair investigation into the May 9
riots and hold those involved

accountable.

This demand came after his
meeting with PTI leaders Yasmin
Rashid, Umar Sarfaraz Cheema,
and Ejaz Chaudhry at an anti-ter-
rorism court of Lahore where they
are facing charges related to the

May g violence,

During the meeting, Dr Alvi

solidarity with the
detained PTI leaders, stating that
the public stood behind them for
their support for the party.

He emphasised the importance
of respecting the choices made by
the public in elections, alleging
that PTI's mandate was stolen in
the general elections.

Dr Alvi said the PTI founder was
the most renowned leader of
Pakistan, asserting that his global
recognition underscored his signif-
icance to the country.

He highlighted the need for a
transparent trial process, advocat-

ing for the formation of an inde-
pendent commission to investigate
the May 9 violence and ensure the
conviction of the main culprits.

Dr Yasmin Rashid, a former
provincial minister and one of the
detained PTI leaders, spoke of her
resilience in jail, stating that she
remained steadfast and deter-
mined on her stance despite facing
difficult conditions.

She described her routine
which involved encountering cats
and lizards during the day and ded-
icating the other half to reading
books.

wit

PEAK POINT

KARACHI: The first Hajj flight will take
off from Karachi airport on Thursday
(today) with 180 pilgrims, officials of the
Ministry of Religious Affairs said.

The officials said the first flight
would take off at 1:45am on Thursday.
According to them, as many as 180 pil-
grims would depart from Karachi to
Medina whereas the second flight with
150 pilgrims would depart for the holy
land at zam.

More than 68,000 intending pil-
grims under government's regular Hajj
scheme would be flown to Saudi Arabia

Ha]f_lzozq Pakistan’s first flight
180 pilgrims to depart today

by 259 flights of several airlines in a
month-long pre-Hajj flights operation,

From May 24 to June g, most flights
would arrive at Jeddah while the post-
Hajj flight operation from Saudi Arabia
to Pakistan would start on June 20.

On the first day (Thursday), 11 flights
carrying 2,160 intending pilgrims would
depart for Medina from Pakistan's air-
ports.

As many as 680 pilgrims in three
flights from Islamabad would be taken
to Medina, two flights with 330 pilgrims
would embark from Karachi, and three
flights with 670 pilgrims would leave
Lahore,

[HC approves Bushra Bibi’s petition
seeking transfer to Adiala Jail

SAMRA ATHAR

ISLAMABAD: The
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Wednesday
approved the request of
former premier Imran
Khan’s wife Bushra Bibi
seeking her transfer
from their Banigala res-
idence— which had
been declared a sub-jail
— to Adiala Jail, where
her husband is current-
ly incarcerated.

Justice Miangul
Hassan Aurangzeb pro-
nounced the verdicrt,
which had been
reserved last week.

Although Bushra
Bibi’s petition had been
disposed of last month
due to her lawyers fail-
ing to appear before the
court, a plea was filed
the same day seeking its
restoration.

The former first lady
was taken into custody
on January 31 after an

Islamabad accountabili-
ty court sentenced her
and Imran to 14 years in
jail in the Toshakhana
reference.

While the IHC had
on April 1 suspended
their sentences in the
Toshakhana reference,
she remains in custody
in the Iddat case. Imran
also remains incarcerat-
ed in other cases.

Following the
Toshakhana verdict,
Bushra had arrived at
Adiala Jail, where the
Narional Accountability
Bureau's team was
already present, to sur-
render to the authori-
ties. Subsequently, she
was taken into custody
by the anti-graft watch-
dog.

However, she was
moved to her Banigala
home after it was
declared a sub-jail in a
late-night nortification.

Her shifting to the resi-
dence has been under
discussion for months
as she and her husband
denied submitting any
application to declare
the residence a sub-jail.

Almost a week after
her arrest, Bushra Bibi
had challenged the resi-
dence's status as a sub-
jail, urging the IHC to
let her complete her 13-
year sentence in Adiala
Jail. In a subsequent
hearing, the Adiala Jail

SABA SHAFIQ

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar said on
Wednesday that the pro-
duction of Hollywood film
on Pakistan's culture will
give people around the
world an opportunity to
know more about the
country and highlight its
soft and positive image.
This he said during a
meeting with the mem-
bers of the Hollywood pro-
duction team visiting
Pakistan to shoot an inter-
national film on Pakistani

administration had
opposed moving her
back to the prison,
claiming that over-
crowding posed security

of a film based on
Pakistani culture. The
minister also apprised the
Hollywood  production
‘team about the progress in
the film industry in the
country. He thanked the
Hollywood production
team for deciding to pro-
duce a film on Pakistani
culture. “It is a great hon-
our for our culture and
people,” he said adding
Palus(an was a country

unique and appreciated

worldwide,”  Attaullah policy in

“The government under
the leadership of Shehbaz
Sharif restored the film
its previous
term,” he said and added

Hollywood film on Pakistan’s culture
to highlight country’s soft image: Tarar

———
for the film industry had
boosted the film industry
and its related sectors. He
said in the budget 2022-23,
five years of tax exemption

threats for the former

first lady.
In March, Justice
Miangul Hassan

Aurangzeb had asked if
the authorities sought
permission from Imran
before converting his
Banigala residence into
a sub-jail.

culture. He said the film
produced by the
Hollywood  production
team will be an important
milestone for the
Pakistani film mclusm'

In the meeting, discus-
sions were held regarding
the great cultural heritage
and history of the country,
including the preparation

Tarar maintained. The
minister said he believed
that this film would give
the world a new opportu-
nity to see the beauty and
diversity of Pakistan.
While throwing light on
the measures taken by the
government for cinema
revival, he said it was the
only industry in Pakistan
that enjoyed tax amnesty.

that the film sector had
‘been given the status of an
industry so that the youth
could get an opportunity
to enter this sector. He
said a film finance fund
'had been established at Rs
1 billion in the budget of
2022-23. Moreover, he said
medical insurance for
artists and tax incentives

was given to filmmakers.
Similarly, income tax
exemption of five years
has been given on the
establishment of new cin-
emas, production houses,
and film museums where-
as a tax exemption has
been given for ten years on
the export of film and
drama.
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Pakistan team in Ireland for
T20 matches a

ARIF MEHMOOD KHAN

LAHORE: The Pakistan
cricket team on Monday
night departed for Ireland
to play Tzo series ahead of
‘world cup.

‘The team, led by Babar
Azam, flew off to Ireland
from the Allama Igbal
International  Airport,
Lahore. Fast bowler
Muhammad Amir could
ot accompany the team
due to visa delay. He will
join the team shortly.

Acting Punjab gover-
nor Muhammad Ahmed
Khan saw the team off at
the airport. He wished
the national team all the
success in the Ireland and
England tour.

In Ireland, Pakistan
‘will play three T2o match-
es on May 10, 12 and 14.
Thereafter, the team will
depart for England
against whom it will play
four matches on May 22,

Daily Peak Point, May 09, 2024

25, 28 and 30.

National team’s kit
unveiled

The Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) on Monday
unveiled the national
team's kit for the T2o0
World Cup.

At the unveiling cere-
mony held at Lahore's
Gaddafi Stadium, PCB
Chairman Mohsin Nagvi,
along with captain Babar
Azam, Mohammad
Rizwan, Naseem Shah,
Shaheen Shah Afridi, and
other PCB officials, were
present.

Also  Read: Babar
Azam is sure Pakistan will
win T2o World Cup

PCB Chairman Mohsin
Naqvi expressed confi-
dence that the national
cricket team would bring
home the T20 World Cup
trophy, just as they did in
2009,

He said if it were up to
him, he would have

'

head of Wolqr Cu

P

announced a prize of
more than $100,000 for
the team. He stated that
the national cricket team
possesses immense talent
and will receive addition-
al rewards for their victo-
ry. He plans to travel to
the United States to
watch the Pakistan-India
match, Babar Azam
sounds optimistic

Skipper Babar Azam
expressed the hope that
the Green Shirts would
win the Tz0 World Cup
being played in the
United States and the
West Indies next month,

“In the past also our
focus was to bring the tro-
phy, and I hope that we
will return with the tro-
phy,” Babar said during a
press conference at the
Gaddafi Stadium here.

He was sure that every
player of the team would
give his 100 percent in the
World Cup.

Holding PSL in Balochistan wil
be considered: Mohsin Naqvi
N ——

PEAK POINT

ing of the Pakistan

QUETTA: PCB Chairman Mohsin
Nagvi says national and interna-
tional sports events can be organ-
ised in Balochistan.

Super League (PSL) matches in
Quetta is being mulled over,” he
said while addressing a press
conference during his visit to
Nawab Akbar Khan Bugti Cricket

Stadium here on Tuesday.
Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti, Home and
Tribal Affairs Minister Mir
Ziaullah Langove, former care-
taker Prime Minister Anwarul

Haq Kakar, and PCB officials
accompanied the minister at the
press conference.

Mohsin Nagvi also visited the
stadium where he was briefed by
the PCB officials.

Addressing the news brief-
ing, he said, “On the special invi-
tation of the Chief Minister
Balochistan, he has visited the
Akbar Bugti Stadium,”

Installation of floodlights was
the longstanding demand of the
provincial government, he said
while announcing that the flood-
lights would be installed within
three months.

“The installation of flood-
lights will help promote cricket
and sports activities in the
province, which is rich in talent.
Youth of the province will be pro-
vided opportunities at the
national level,” he added.

Earlier, Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti extended his grat-
itude to the federal minister for
giving attention to the sports in
Balochistan.

Mohammad Amir awaits visa to
join team in Ireland for T20I series

JAVED KHAN

ISLAMABAD: Pacer
Mohammad Amir is likely
to miss the first match of
the Tzol series against
Ireland as he is yet to
receive visa for travel.

Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) authorities said
they are in contact with
the Ireland officials in
this regard, adding that
the hosts are responsible
for timely issuance of
visas to players. Amir had
last visited Ireland in
2018, Meanwhile,
Pakistan cricket team has
reached Dublin and it will
hold the first training ses-
sion on May g after a day-
long rest.

In Ireland, Pakistan will play three T20 match-

es on May 10, 12 and 14.

Thereafter, the team will
depart for England
against whom it will play
four matches on May 22,
25, 28 and 30.

Pakistan squad for
Ireland and England is
following:

Babar Azam (captain),
Abrar Ahmed, Azam
Khan, Fakhar Zaman,
Haris Rauf, Hasan Ali,
Iftikhar Ahmed, Imad
‘Wasim, Mohammad
Abbas Afridi, Mohammad
i Mohammad
Muhammad
Naseem

Ali Agha, Shadab Khan,
Shaheen Shah i
Usman Khan.

GCP wins overall trophy of KP
HED Inter-College Boys Games

PEAK POINT

PESHAWAR: Government College
Peshawar clinched the overall tro-
phy of the Inter-College Boys
Cames, which concluded here
under the aegis of Higher
Education Department, Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa here on
Wednesday.
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Minister for Higher Education
Department (HED) Meena Khan
Afridi was the chief guest on this
occasion. Director Higher
Education Dr. Fareed Ullah Shah,
Principal and Provincial President
Sports Committee Professor Dr.
Muhammad Ishag, Deputy
Director Sports Dr. Imran Ullah
Khan, Regional Directors Hazara,
Bannu, Swat, Mardan and
Peshawar, Ex-Director Sports and
Organizer Peshawar Zone Abdul
Rashid Anwar, Principal of vari-
ous colleges, teaching staff, play-
ers, and large number of students

CEREMONY 2023-24
= at
uperior Scier* Colle” - - <hawar

SPECLators were also present.
The colourful was
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igher Education Department,

started from the recitation from
Holy Quran by Daud Sardar,
Student of BS Political Science, fol-
lowed by a Naat Sharif presented
by Prof. Bakht Noor Faroogi and
the National Anthem.

Speaking on this occasion,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Minister for

the com:
mittee for holding different games
in which a total of 324 male and
female colleges divided in eight
different zones across the province
took part. He said sports teaches us
discipline, unity, tolerance and
above all accepting defeats and vic-
tories of others. He advised the stu-

dents to take active part in sports
which is now an integral part of
the academic. He said the present
government is fully giving atten-
tion to organize different sports
activities across the province.
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Minister for
Higher Education Department said
that the projects related to devel-

Sultan Azlan Shah Cup:
Pakistan beat Canada

5-4 to bag third win

SABA SHAFI!

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan
hockey team on
Wednesday defeated
Canada 5-4 in their fourth
pool match to solidify
their position to earn a
final spot in Sultan Azlan
Shah Cup, underway in
Ipoh, Malaysia.

With the win,
Pakistan has accumulated
10 points in four matches
and is now a strong con-
tender for the title.

According to informa-
tion made available here
by Pakistan Hockey
Federation, Canada took
early lead in the sth
minute with a goal from
Sean Davis and another in
the 17th minute from
Harbir Sidhu.

Pakistan's Abubakar
Mahmood scored two
goals in the 28th and 29th
minutes, levelling the
score. After halftime,

experienced goalkeeper
Abdullah Ashfaq Khan
took over the Pakistani
goalpost. Arshad Liagat,
Rana Waheed Ashraf and
Ghazanfar Ali scored goals
in the 36th, g4th, and
gsth minutes, respective-
ly, solidifying Pakistan's
lead.

Canada’s Sean Davis
scored a field goal in the
gsth minute, and Avijot
Butter scored another

/. .
field goal in the soth
minute, reducing
Canada’s goal deficit.
However, Pakistan
emerged victorious in the
end, Six teams are partici-
pating in the event,
including hosts Malaysia,
Pakistan, Korea, Japan,
New Zealand, and
Canada. Pakistan will
play their fifth and final
pool match against New
Zealand on Friday.

KOMAL BUTT

ISLAMABAD: SA Cardens
and Wapda emerged vic-
torious in the National
Challenge Cup 2023 quar-
terfinals, securing their
berths in the semi-finals

lhere at the Jinnah
Stadium of Pakistan
Sports  Complex on

(Wednesday. In the first
quarterfinal, SA Cardens
edged past WSTC with a
narrow scoreline of 1-0.
[Umar netted the lone
[goal of the match in the
38th minute. WSTC
[couldn’t break through
SA Gardens’ defense
despite a fierce battle.
The head coach of SA
Gardens Zafar Igbal con-
veyed his gratitude
towards the Pakistan

SA Gardens, Wapda
quality for National
Challenge Cup semis

@ m

Football Federation for
organizing such events.
“lLam very happy that my
team qualified for the
next stage,” he said, “I
would like to thank PFF
for holding such events
and 1 hope PFF will con-
tinue to organize such
events in a professional
and befitting manner.”
In the second quarterfi-
nal, Wapda secured a vic-
tory against PAF witha1-
o triumph. The decisive
goal, scored by Shayek
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Dost in the gth minute|
propelled Wapda into the|
semi-finals.
Commenting on the|
match, Wapda's head|
coach, Muhammad
Habib, expressed his
team'’s eagerness for the|
competition. “We have
been waiting for the com-|
petitions for so long,” he|
stated. “Both the teams
played very well and we|
will continue to carry this
momentum  in  semi-
finals.”

SYED MUHAMMAD
HARIS

oping sports tures in the
province would be re-started so
that to ensure playing field facili-
‘ties at the Tehsil and District lev-
els. He said a bigger Games involv-
ing all the male and female col-
leges would be organized very soon
‘wherein the cash prizes for the
winners, runners-up and third
‘position holders teams and in the
individual games would be
increased to double. He said no
country could progress without
‘education and that is why the gov-
ernment is fully committee to
ensure guality education to the
youth.

INDIA: New Zealand all
rounder Mitchell
Santner has expressed
his disappointment over
not getting a chance in
the [PL.Santner has been
jwith Chennai Super
Kings in IPL since 2018 so
far he has played only 16
Imatches.Santner  has
jonly been given one
match this season with
the Kiwi cricketer
|describing the sit out as
a disappoint-
iment.Mitchell Santner

New Zealand all rounder Mitchell
Santner is disappointed at
not getting a chance in the IPL

was not included in the
New Zealand T20 team
that toured Pakistan. In
a video released on the X
account of Chennai
Super Kings, Mitchell
Santner said that I think
not playing all the time

a challenge.
Sometimes it is frustrat-
ing but try to stay|
focused.Santner said, "I
try to help other players|
when you get a chance|
then you should do well|
for the team.”
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LAHORE: Alibaba.com, a
leading platform for global
business-to-business (B2B)
e-commerce, and the
Trade Development
Authority of Pakistan
(IDAP) today announced a
series of training programs
designed to  equip
Pakistani businesses, par-
ticularly small and medi-
um-sized exporters, with
essential knowledge, tools
and methodologies to

achieve success in the glob-
al market. In conjunction
with this announcement,
Alibaba,com has unveiled
its intelligent tool suite,
Smart Assistant, as its lat-
est offering to help boost
the international trade
capacity of Pakistani
exporters operating on its
platform.The announce-
ment was made at the 2024
Clobal B2B Digital Export
Summit, held under the
theme “Smart Up Your
Trade, Leading Your Way”

on May 8, 2023, at the Pearl
Continental Hotel, Lahore.
The summit featured a
host of B2B e-commerce
and export experts, includ-
ing Shahzad Ahmed Khan,
Director General of the
Trade Development
Authority of Pakistan
(TDAP) and Rocky Lu, Head
of Pakistan Business at
Alibaba.com, alongside

other guests such as Kashif

Anwar, President of the
Lahore
Commerce and Industry

Chamber  of

(LCCI), Adil Mukhtar,
Assistant  Director at
TDAP, Berry Ma,
Marke[lng Director  of
Southeast ~ Asia  at
Alibaba.com.Commenting
on the collaboration,
Shahzad Ahmed Khan,
Director General at TDAP,
stated, “Our joint effort
with Alibaba.com to plan a
series of training programs
is a significant move
towards the digital

empowerment of Pakistani
SMEs. By combining our

resmmces we are equlp—
ping local businesses with
advanced B2B e-commerce
skills and strategic vision
for their success on the
global stage. Toge(her,
we're fostering an environ-
ment conducive to innova-
tion, sustainability and
success,"Affirming  the
commitment to digital
advancement, Rocky Lu,
Head of Pakistan Business
at Alibaba.com, remarked,
“In today’s fiercely com-
petitive global market-

=w
place, digital transforma-

tion is not just desirable,
‘but essential for SMEs. Our
joint training programs
with TDAP are crafted to
hone the global trading
capabilities and acumen of
Pakistani SMEs.
‘Additionally, the introduc-
tion of our intelligent tool
suite, Smart Assistant, is
set to complement Lhese
training efforts by provid-
ing suppliers operating on
our platform with smart e-
commerce tools aimed at

Alibaba,com and TDAP Bolster Pakistan Exporters w1th
Introduction of Training Initiatives and New Intelllgent Tool Suite

reﬁnlng hu.smess opera-
tions and communica-
tions, as well as offering
valuable insights into pre-
vailing market trends for
informed decision-mak-
ing. We believe these ini-
tiatives will not only bal-
ster competitiveness but
also pave the way for
broader growth in the
global e-commerce sec-
tor."Alibaba.com's Smart
Assistant offers various
advanced features that ele-
vate the performance and

TWIN CITIES

S o
competitiveness of SMEs
in the export market,
including: Product listing
optimization: Suggests
attractive titles, keywords,
descriptions, and profes-
sional images and videos
for products. Smart chat-
bot: Assists businesses in
communicating with
international customers,
automatically and swiftly
replwngrequest -for-quota-
ion (RFQ) messages, and
thtmg texts in a profes-
sional style.

USAID’s Locally-Led Development in Education and
Health Transforms Buner and Upper Dir Districts

PEAK POINT
ISLAMABAD: The United
States Agency for

International Development
(USAID) gathered govern-
ment officials, local and
international partners, and

ment outcomes in health
and education. Through col-
laboration with the KP gov-
ernment, the pm]fc\‘. pmvn:l
ed grants to

nizations to lmplemmt edu-
cation and health interven-

departments of Education,
Health, and Population
Welfare. These depart-
ments contributed to the
interventions’ design,
implementation, and over-
sight, fostering a deeper

erated leamning program
«centers in Buner and Upper
Dir.In her closing remarks,
USAID/Pakistan  Mission
Director Kate Somvongsiri
lauded stakeholder's collab-
orative efforts, especially

sized USAID's enduring
parmership with the
Government of Pakistan and
reiterated USAID's commit-
ment to locally-led, equi-
table development.The
Human Development
Activity leaves a legacy of
strengthened parmerships,
enh.anced local capacity,

d improved service deliv-

artending formal and non-
formal primary schools,
with more than 9o percent
of these being girls.
Additionally, over 7,000
public service providers in
health  and edu:auon
received training, ensuring

the delivery of high-quality
services. The project deliv-
ered maternal and child
health messages to over

Erv in Buner and Upper Dir.
Notable
include the significant

increase in school enroll-
ment, with over 33,000 out-

700,000 indi and it
provided voluntary family
planning services to more
than 300,000 women and

it tions, including operating understanding of govern- the local and com-

e mﬁ d learning pro- ment priorities among local munities. She acknowl-

Upper Dir districts to cele- STAM centers and restruc-  partners, addressing imple- «edged the pivotal role played

te the conclusion of the tured and strengthened the mentation by woren and youth in

$m million Human Primary Care Health promoting the mte,g11uun the initiatives inclu-

Development Activity, Over Cummittee to include of health and education ser- sive o underserved groups,
four years, the project Theevent vices. G officials local organizations. They from the project, i telling the

emj local communi- undemmredtheuumm expressed gratitude to affirmed their commitment their continued support to  that, “Your enmmsm

tles and orgam.zatlons to tal support of the Khyber USAID, the implementing to leveraging the insights uver 1,000 out-of-school girl made these outcomes possi-

provincial ~ partmer Palladium, and the and i gained wolled in34accel-  ble.” She further empha-

of-school children now children.
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Too hot
to handle

t is officially time for Pakistan to brace itself for

intense heatwaves, The Met department has

announced that several parts of the country are
1kely to witness sweltering temperatures. According
to the National Disaster Management Authority
(NDMA), the maximum temperature for May is 48.1
degrees Celsius, with a humidity ratio of 71.72 per
cent. Reports published several weeks ago already
sounded alarm over rising temperatures around the
world, warning people about the potential this year
holds of becoming the hottest year in history. In
April, several countries in Asia faced severe heat-
waves, with Bangladesh and the Philippines shut-
ting schools to save students from heat stroke. It
seems Pakistan will have to adopt similar measures,
especially in cities where temperatures are going to
be high. The country had its first episode of severe
heatwaves in 2015 when more than 1,000 people died
due to sweltering temperatures in Karachi. In 2022,
Jacobabad was named the hottest city on the planet.
One might wonder that after all these years, the
country would have a coherent mechanism to deal
with the situation, but unfortunately the reality is
quite the opposite. After the 2015 heatwaves, the
Sindh government, in collaboration with NGOs, set
up relief camps in certain parts of Karachi, keeping
chilled water for passers-by. But the initiative was
short-lived. Now, neither the provincial govern-
ments nor any notable private group seems interest-
ed in dealing with the issue. Inaction by both provin-
cial and federal governments has been frustrating.
On Monday (May 6), while hearing a climate-related
case, Supreme Court Justice Mansoor Ali Shah
expressed concerns over the government's failure to
set up the Climate Change Authority under the
Climate Change Act of z017.

Crid vs rooftop: the energy debate

Dr Khalid Waleed
e recent hype and chaos
around net-metering and the
roof-top solar taxation fiasco
has brought the power sector of
Pakistan to the brink of another
planning conundrum.

Pakistan's total electricity con-
sumption, as measured in terms of
sales, has decreased to 112.9 TWh in
FY2023 from 124.6 TWh in FY2022.
‘This 10 per cent decrease in electrici-
ty consumption is causing screens to
flash red warning at the NTDC and
DISCOs. Given the nature of take-or-
pay contracts, the government is
bound to pay capacity charges to
power plants, and any decrease in
the national grid's demand will
cause financial instability.

According to some estimates,
around 6000 MWs worth of solar
panels were imported by Pakistan
last year. As the prices of solar pan-
els continue to drop in the interna-
tional and local markets, the elec-
tricity demand of Pakistan’s nation-
al grid may decline and cause the
famous solar duck curve phe-
nomenon.

The solar duck curve is like a
rollercoaster for electricity, During
the day, when the sun is shining
bright, solar power generation goes
way up, making a big hump in our
energy supply graph that looks like a
duck’s back. But as the sun sets,
solar power drops off, and we get a
dip in the graph that looks like the
duck’s belly. This curve shows how
our energy supply from solar power
changes throughout the day.

The solar duck curve would show
a big hump during sunny hours
when solar panels are generating
lots of electricity, and then a dip in
the evening when the sun goes down
and solar power decreases. This
curve helps us understand when we
have large amounts of solar energy
available and when we might need
to rely on other sources of power to
meet our ele:mcny needs. In
Pakistan, we are victims of myopic
planmng and stop-gap public poli-
cies. Back in 2007-08, when there
was an accessibility crisis on account
of a widening supply demand gap,
the government invested in long-
term power purchasing agreements
(PPAs) indexed with dollar and inter-
est rates, causing the affordability
crisis. On the contrary, consumers

invested in uninterrupted power
supply (UPS) invertors. Due to the
lack of any policy, UPS arrange-
ments acted as tools of electricity
hoarding, deepening the power sec-
tor crisis and causing inequalities in
society. Now, in the era of expensive
electricity, we are once again faced

with  short-sighted planning
arrangement.s,
First, the government gave

incentives to net-metering, causing
an exponential increase in roof-top
solar, This made many investors
break-even in a short period.
However, the declining demand is
now compelling the government to
introduce measures to discourage
net-metering as a tool. Solarization
at the household level is not going to
stop, as most of it is financed by
remittances and post-retirement
financial benefits. Simultaneously,
the rates of solar panels are declin-
ing globally.

Any measure to introduce taxa-
tion, decline in buy-back rates or dis-
incentivization will be counterpro-
ductive. In the case of highly inflat-
ed electricity tariffs, even if the gov-
emnment decides to reduce the buy-
back rates, solar will be an economi-
cally feasible option for people.
Hence, the way forward is not to kill
the duck, but to feed it more in
terms of encouraging additional
electricity consumption in day hours
and adding more electrified house-
hold energy services such as electric
cocking and EV charging. The fol-
lamng suggestions can be beneficial
in this regard.

In the broader scope of public
policy formulation in the power sec-
tor, there is a need to reconsider the
traditional emphasis on the national
grid. Instead, there should be a push
to mainstream distributed genera-
tion and community grids. It is
important to note that electricity
tariffs should not be utilized as a
means of revenue collection.
Moreover, in contrast to the
National Electricity Plan

solar as an opportunity to attract
more electricity demand for their

systems.
Given the inevitability of solar
rooftops, policymakers should

encourage this tool as a means to
navigate a way out of Pakistan's
multifaceted crisis of economy,
energy and environment. To further
enhance the utilization of solar
energy and add additional demand
for the national grid, Pakistan
should encourage additional indus-
trial demand. This can be achieved
by incentivizing industries, not just
by providing them with competitive
tariffs, but also by ensuring reliabil-
ity. Innovative tariff structures
should be introduced to reward
industrial consumers for shifting
their cunsumpnun to align with
solar generation

Moreover, the unp]ementatmn
of power wheeling mechanisms can
allow industries to procure solar
power directly from renewable ener-
gy installations, This is especially
relevant in the context of the carbon
border adjustment mechanism
(CBAM), as the cleaner (renewables
dominated) grid will help in reduc-
ing carbon footprints and add pro-
ductive demand to the national grid.

Second, the existing distributed
gelwrat.iun and net-mst!ﬁng regula-
tions should be amended to incorpo-
rate new global innovations and best
practlces ensuring an enabling
environment for sustainable energy
transition. These regulations should
be updated in accordance with
Pakistan’s commitments to the
Pan.s Agreement to reduce emissions
via the integration of distributed
energy resources (DERs) into the grid
and off-grid.

For example, spreading aware-
ness of electrification of energy ser-
vices at the household level, particu-
larly at the rural level, w1]]. cause
reduction in use of firewood and tra-
ditional fuels. Hence, linking net-
metering licences to eleu:nt‘ cation

fixed costs should be decteased W
introducing competition and
enhancing efficiency in the power
market, instead of imposing addi-
tional burdens on distributed gener-
ators (those who consume the elec-
tricity they generate and those who
use net-metering). Moreover, effi-
clent, liberalized, and competitive
DISCOs will see increased roof-top

of cooking es can be a game
changer for Pakistan. Third, a strat-
egy should be formulated by the
Alternative Energy Development
Board (AEDB) now merged in the
Private Power Infrastructure Board
(PPIB), in coordination with DISCOs
and provincial governments to cap-
ture the penetration of installed
DERs in the system.
Courtesy The News

Our sluggish
disinflation

Riaz Riazuddin

HAT goes up must come down. This truth
also applies to economic trends, which exhib-
it cycles of ups and downs. However, the pace
of going up and coming down depends not on gravity,
bu( economic policies. We are now seeing the effects of
interest rates, which are slowly taking the steam
out of inflation in the ‘consumer price index (CPI). Year-
on-year inflation has come down from its peak of 38 per

cent in May 2023 to 17.3pc in April 2024.

‘How long does it take to contain high inflation and to
lower it? If we take high inflation to mean anything
higher than 15pc, then the current spell has been per-
sisting for the last 22 months, The bad news is that in
our inflation history, we have witnessed CPI inflation
persist above 15pc, peaking at 29.3pc, for 28 months
straight — from July 1973 to November 1975. Let us hope
that this inflation history does not repeat itself in terms
of the length of that spell. If we take high inflation to
mean anything in the double digits (1opc or higher),
then we have experienced a spell of high inflation that
lasted for almost 46 consecutive months during 1972-
1976.
Another episode of inflation pertained to the global
financial crisis of 2008. CPI inflation in Pakistan shot up
above 10pc in January 2008. After touching a peak of
26.1pc, it started to decline, but stayed over 1opc for 18
consecutive months till June 2009. However, just after
five months, inflation again crossed single digits and
stayed at higher levels for almost 30 consecutive months
till June 2012.

These episodes of high inflation show that once
inflation starts spiralling, it is not only difficult to bring
it down, it also takes a long time to do so. This is one of
‘many reasons that central banks around the world aim
at maintaining price stability around a low, single-digit
inflation figure. The current pace of sluggish disinfla-
tion could have been speeded up had the government
shown fiscal prudence or the State Bank increased the
policy rate beyond 22pc. However, the bank’s Monetary
Policy Committee made the right move in not stifling
the economy by killing growth altogether in FY23.

Inflation is not the enly malaise hurting us. With the
onslaught of high inflation, our real GDP declined by
0,2pc in F¥23, and is expected to grow around 2pc in
FY24. This is a combination of low growth and high
inflation known as stagflation. The inflaton history
cited here was accompanied by high growth of 6.8pc and
7.5pc in FY73 and FY74, respectively. The economic situ-
ation is much worse now, perhaps the worst in our his-
tory in terms of low growth and high inflation. This
combination is playing havoc with the poverty situa-
tion. While Pakistan had commendably reduced its
poverty rate between 2001 and 2018, this progress has
slowed down due to macroeconomic instability, the
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, the devastating flood
of 2022, and unending political polarisation.

‘Courtesy Dawn
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Naqvi visits CDA for
briefing on administration,
management, development

ARSHAD MALIK

ISLAMABAD, May 8 (APP):
Nagvi

Mohsin
visited

Minister
Wednesday

Development Authority (CDA) for
briefing on the administration,
management and development of
Chairman
Mohammad Ali Randhawa wel-
comed the minister. The minister
immediately start

Islamabad.

directed to
development work in

which were not developed for 20
years and also to allot plots to the
allottees who have not received,
despite paying the amount for

years.

He also directed to formulate a
comprehensive strategy for early
possession of the plot because
despite paying money, no posses-
sion of the plot is an insult of the

Interior
on
Capital

sectors

Mohsin Nagvi

citizens which is definitely not
acceptable. Mohsin Naqvi's order
to digitization of land records of
Islamabad and in this regard CDA
tasked for computerising land
records in 6 months, It was decid-
ed in the meeting that CDA will
CDA have a fast one-window system
which is a major initiative for the
convenience of the citizens of
Islamabad. CDA should ensure the
provision of services without delay
to the citizens of Islamabad so
that there is no hassle of waiting,

Minister ordered to provide more
services online and enable CDA's
smart app within three months.
He also Instructed to ensure avail-
ability of call centre facility at all
times and construction of cycling
and walking tracks on green bal-

tors,

directed. The

office.

ance should be completed soon.
Nagvi asked for a landscaping and
beautification plan in Islamabad
and the Diplomatic Enclave will be
made the most beautiful area of
the city in 3 months, CDA should
start work on opening new sec-
Mohsin  Naqvi
adding that he will not tolerate
any further delay in the sectors
which have not yet been given
possession to the people. After
introduction with the senior offi-
cers of CDA the minister planted a
sapling in the lawn of CDA head
Federal Interior Secretary
Khurram Agha,
Police Ali Nasir Rizvi,
Commissioner Islamabad Irfan
Memon,
Attendance of all CDA members in
the meeting.

directed

IG Islamabad
Deputy
T

Director Admin

T w
CAPITAL DEVELOPHENT AUTHORITY

ISLAMABAD: Federal MlnlS[E[ for Interior Mohsin Naqvi chairing a meeting at CDA headquarters.

Coca-Cola Pakistan Receives
Governor’s Appreciation Certificate
for Responsible Busmess Practlces

PEAK POINT
ISLAMABAD: Coca-Cola
Teceived Governor's

Appreciation Certificate
at a ceremony in Lahore.
This certificate, the high-
est form of appreciation
from the Governor's
office, was awarded in
recognition of Coca-Cola's
vision and its innovative
approach to adopt princi-
ples of sustainability
throughout its opera-
tions. Director Public
Affairs & Stakeholder
Management, Dr. Faisal
Hashmi received the
award on behalf of the
company. The recogni-
tion is for the company’s
initiatives on environ-
mental and social sus-
tainability as part of its
portfolio for Extended
Producer Responsibility
(EPR), in particular to
Thonor the company being
the first to receive rPET
approval, Pakistan's first
plastic road initiative that
Punjab is adopting and
being part of awareness
building on plastic circu-
larity. “This recognition
of our role as a thought

leader reinforces our com-
mitment to work cross-
sectionally and stream-
line collections, as most
of our bottling partner
plants are located in
Punjab province.,” said
Faisal Hashmi.

Coca-
Cola’s bottling partner,

Coca-Cola  igecek a
Turkish investor with
operations nationwide
employing about a mil-
lion people along the
chain. Coca-Cola has
pledged that it to work
towards recycling about
6000 MT of plastic in 2024
and is working with the
government and packag-
ing alliance, CoRE, to for-

(CP Initiates Phase 2
Review of PICL's Acquisition
of Telenor Pakistan

ZAHID YAQOOB
KHAWAJA

ISLAMABA] The
Competition Eommlsslon
of Pakistan (CCP) has suc-
cessfully concluded Phase
1 of its review of Pakistan
Telecommunication
Company Limited (PTCL)'s
acquisition of Telenor
Pakistan. This strategic
transaction, involving the
consolidation of telecom
services, marks a signifi-
cant dwe]apment in the

tions sec-

mulate a y path
for Recycled Polyethylene
Terephthalate (rPET).
This year, Coca-Cola along
with its partners, Capital
Development Authority
(cDA) and  National
Incubation Center (NIC),
will mark the three-year
anniversary of the first-
ever plastic road of
Pakistan, This 1 KM road,
thrice as durable, was
built in Islamabad under
a public-private partner-
ship, using 10,000 tonnes
of recyclable plastic and

tor for the growth and
improvement of services
for the customers.Owing
o the size of the transac-
tion as well as its impact
on market competition,
CCP has decided to under-
take a more detailed
assessment in Phase 2 of
the review process. This
decision also aligns with
CCP's precedence for eval-
uating Mergers &
Acquisitions within the
telecom industry. PTCL, a
leading telecommunica-
tions provider, expresses

rates  scalable
ways to reuse un-recy-
clable plastic.

e in the review
process and hopes for
expeditions final clear-

ance and is actively coop-
erating with CCP, provid-
ing comprehensive infor-
mation and documenta-
tion to facilitate a thor-
ough evaluation. As the
telecom landscape
evolves, PTCL reaffirms
its dedication to innova-
tion, customer satisfac-
tion, industry best prac-
tices and also to further
advance the ambition of
the company towards the
betterment of the cus-
tomers, the company as
well as to the economic
growth and digital trans-
formation journey.For
the customers in particu-
lar, the benefits revolve
around various demains
including superior net-
work coverage in both
urban and rural areas by
combining the networks
of two operators. The con-
solidation will result in
accelerated growth and
improvement in broad-
band services. It will also
boost 4G services as well
as increase data speeds
resulting from combining
the data capaci-
ty/spectrum of both net-
works,

Women role crucial in climate advocacy, .
mitigation to achieve community resilience; Romina

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister’s Coordinator on
Climate Change, Romina
Khurshid on
‘Wednesday said the role
women was crucial in cli-
mate advocacy and mitiga-
tion efforts to ward off
serious impacts of envi-
ronmental degradation
and achieve community
resilience among the vul-
nerable population of the
country. She was address-
ing the Pakistan Gender
Climate Award 2024 sec-
ond edition hosted by the
civil society coalition for
climate change, in collab-
oration with the Embassy
of France, the French

development agency, the
European Union delega-
tion to Pakistan, the UAE
embassy, and UNDP,
Romina Khurshid
Alam stated that
Pakistan’s commitment to
gender inclusivity in
national mainstream and
climate action was unwa-
vering as its national cli-
mate policy and adapta-
tion plans have rightfully
prioritized gender as an
area for action. PM’s coor-
dinator stated that the
recognition of women
achievers through this
award ceremony under-
scores the critical nexus
between gender and cli-
mate. “It serves as a pow-
erful reminder of the

indispensable role that
women play in driving cli-
mate action forward,
often in the face of unique
challenges and barriers,”
she added. She also
extended her heartfelt
appreciation to the foreign
governments represented
in the event for their
invaluable support and
partnership in the coun-
try's collective journey
towards a more sustain-
able and resilient future.
‘While congratulating the
women achievers, she also
remembered Mr. Shabbir
Hussain, climate beat
reporter who passed away
while reporting & raising
awareness on climate
change and said her min-

istry was working on host-
ing climate award
artributed to his name.
Executive Director, of the
Civil Society Coalition for
Climate Change (CSCCC),
Aisha Khan in her opening
remarks appreciated the
commitment and dedica-
tion of the winners of the
awards towards sustain-
ability, climate resilience
and action, community
welfare, and mnmnon
She informed the
pants that the submis-
sions for the awards con-
tinued for a month where-
as it took three months for
evaluation and selection of
the three most deserving
candidates by a five-mem-
‘ber jury

L]

]

ISLAMABAD: PM'S Coordinator on Climate Change Environmental coordination Romina Khurshid Alam in a group
photo with the Ambassadors of France, European Union, UAE during ceremony of Pakistan Gender Climate award
2024,

Shell Pakistan
announces
profit for
Q12024

T PEAKPOINT
ISLAMABAD: The Board
of Directors of Shell
Pakistan Limited (SPL)
announced the first
quarter results for the
company.

The company posted
a profit after tax of PKR
314 million compared to
the loss after tax of PKR
4,762 million made in
the same period last
year.

‘The Mobility busi-
ness grew its metwork
with 5 newly commis-
sioned sites and
refreshed 13 sites.

The business added
13 non-fuel retail facili-
ties across the network.
The Lubricants business

introduced Shell
Lubricant  Solutions,
providing end-to-end

lubricant services to B2B
customers, rooted in
technical expertise and
business collaboration.
In collaboration with

Layton Rahmatulla
Benevolent Trust
(LRBT), the Company

organised an eye camp
for mechanics, to pro-
vide free eye screening
to ensure healthy eye-
sight and contribute to
the well-being of our
communities,
Mechanics are an
important part of our
lubricants partner com-
munity,SPL remains
committed to opera-
tional excellence, safety
performance, strength-
en its financial posi-
tion, and play a respon-
sible role in society.

May 9 to be remembered
darkest day in
Pakistan’s history: Ayaz

EHRISH NAZ

ISLAMABAD: Speaker
National Assembly Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq Wednesday said
that May 9 will always be
remembered as the darkest
day in Pakistan’s history
when the very foundations
of the country were
attacked by the miscreant
elements, compromising
the integrity and prestige
of martyrs. He also said
that every patriotic
Pakistani has categorically
denounced the conspiracy
1o create a wedge between
the nation and its armed
forces, said a news release.

“Pakistan owes its exis-
tence and integrity to the
sacrifices rendered Dby
brave personnel of our
security agencies,” he
expressed these views
while denouncing the
nefarious designs and
mayhem perpetrated by
anti-state elements,
involved in the riots on
May 9, 2023. While strong-
Iy denouncing the nefari-

ous activities of rioters of
May o, the Speaker also
reiterated that every
Pakistani would continue
to safeguard the integrity
and respect of martyrs who
had rendered their lives for
the honor and integrity of
the motherland. He also
said the rouge elements
had committed such
heinous crimes which
were not only unimagin-
able for every peace-loving
and patriotic Pakistani but
which even the enemies of
Pakistan could never have
dared. While referring on
the blatant attacks on the
symbols of national pride
and honor such as the
Jinnah House, monu-
ments of the martyrs, mil-
itary installations and

state institutions, the
Speaker regretted that no
one had ever dared to cast
evil eye on these sacred
icons of national pride, He
reaffirmed the pledge to
restore and protect the
state assets, adding that
Pakistan owed its develop-
ment and prosperity to sac-
rifices of brave personnel
of Pakistan security forces.

Ayaz Sadiq also said
that exemplary punish-
ment was essential to dis-
courage the propagandists
and  their handlers
involved in oth May riots.
He also said that people
and Parliament stood
shoulder to shoulder with
its security forces especial-
ly in the war against ter-
rorism. The Speaker also
expressed his firm belief
that Pakistani security
agencies would eliminate
terrorism and extremism
from the soil of Pakistan
once and for all and
Pakistan would again be on
the path to progress and
prosperity.

Pakistan attaches high
importance to its ties

wit

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Housing and
Works Mian Riaz Hussain
Pirzada on Wednesday
said that Pakistan
attached high impor-
tance to its brotherly ties
with Iran. He was talking
to Iranian Ambassador to
Pakistan Reza Amiri
Moghaddam, who called
on him. Pirzada said that
it was an honour for him
to meet and welcome
Iranian President
Ayatollah Ibrahim Raisi
and accompany him dur-
ing his visit to Pakistan.
The minister acknowl-
edged the ambassador's
tireless efforts for
strengthening the two
countries’ relationship.
During the meeting, the
two sides discussed vari-
ous bilateral issues. They
emphasized the shared
commitment of Iran and

Iran:

Pakistan to standing up
for the rights of the peo-

ple of Kashmir and
Palestine. They noted
that the two countries
‘had been resolute in their
support for the two long-
standing conflicts.
Minister Pirzada lauded
the stance taken by Iran
on the ongoing humani-
tarian crisis in Palestine,
where the world had wit-
nessed a concerning
silence from so-called
human rights advocates.
He highlighted the
importance of Iran’s
principled position in
the face of grave injus-

Pirzada

tice. The minister
informed the ambas-
sador that the message
of the Iranian President
for the Prime Minister of
Pakistan had been duly
conveyed. Moreover, he
himself delivered the
Iranian President's mes-
sage to the people of
Pakistan through a
speech in the National
Assembly, he added.
Ambassador Moghaddam
commended the efforts
and arrangements made
by the government to
facilitate the visit of the
Iranian President,
underscoring the impor-
tance of such high-level
exchanges in strength-
ening bilateral ties, He
expressed appreciation
for Minister Pirzada
about his speech in the
National Assembly upon
the Iranian President’s
recent visit to Pakistan.

Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs of Qatar

to visit Pakistan on today

e L

PEAK PO

ISLAMABAD: The
Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs of Qatar,

Dr Mohammed bin
Abdulaziz Al-Khulaifi will
visit Pakistan on

Thursday, May 9, as a spe-
cial envoy of the Prime
Minister and Foreign
Minister of the State of
Qatar Sheikh Mohammed
bin Abdulrehman bin
Jassim Al Thani.

In Islamabad, the
Minister of State will call
on  Prime  Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz

Sharif and on Deputy
Prime Minister and the
Foreign Minister
Mohammad Ishaq Dar, a
Foreign Office statement
said.

Pakistan and Qatar
have longstanding and
multifaceted  bilateral
relations characterized by
high-level exchanges and
visits.
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