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Huawei’s ICT training program to

help boost IT exports, create jobs: PM

ARIF MEHMOOD KHAN

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Thursday said that
Huawei’s Information
and  Communication
Technology training pro-
gram for Pakistani youth
would help boost the
country's IT exports and
create employment
opportunities.

The prime minister,
in a meeting with a five-
member delegation led
by Huawei's Chief
Executive Officer Ethen
Sun, said that skill train-
ing of the country's
youth in the IT sector
was among the govern-

ment’s priorities.

He said that the gov-
ernment desired a solid
and long-term partner-
ship with Huawei.

During the briefing
on Huawei’s ICT training
to Pakistani youth, it
was told that out of the
300,000 youth, 240,000
will receive basic train-
ing, while the remaining
60,000 will receive high-
tech training.

It was told that train-
ing for all 300,000 youth
will be completed by the
year end. Besides, the
third-party validation of
the training programs
will be conducted.

The participants of

the meeting were told
that Huawei, in collabo-

Tation with the ngher
Education Commission

nf Paklstn, has intro-

duced courses in

Artificial Intelligence,
Cloud Computing, Big
Data, and Cybersecurity
at 15 Pakistani universi-
ties.

The meeting was
attended by Federal
Minister for Economic
Affairs  Ahad  Khan
Cheema, Federal
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar, Federal
Minister for Information
Technology and
Telecommunication
Shaza Fatima Khawaja,
Chairman of the Higher
Education Commission
Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed,
and other relevant senior
government officials.

Five Punjabi bus passengers,
security man killed
in Balochistan attacks

PEAK POINT

QUETTA: Terrorists killed
at least six people in “coor-
dinated” attacks in
Balochistan that largely
targeted bus passengers
based on their ethnicity,
police said on Thursday.
“Terrorists have tar-
geted passenger buses and
security officials in multi-
ple districts of
Balochistan, killing at
least five non-local
(Punjabi) passengers and a
security official,” a senior
provincial police official
told AEP, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, The
incident took place in the
coastal town of Pasni in

Gwadar district. "They
stopped passenger buses
and identified non-local
travellers,” the official
added.

The gunmen stopped
the bus travelling from
Gwadar to Karachi in
Kalmat area located
between Pasni  anad
Marra. They forced seven
passengers belonging to
different cities of Punjab
off the bus, shot dead five
and took two others with
them, Dozens of militants
have carried out the
attacks in several districts
of the province after they
took control of major
highways and set up posts
to search vehicles.

3 dead, 21 injured in blast near
police Vehlcle in Quetta market

PEAK POINT

QUETTA: Three people
were killed and 21 others
injured after an explosion
occurred near a police vehi-
cle in the Barech Market
area on Quetta’s Double
Road, officials said.

The incident comes as
Balochistan faces a spate of
attacks targeting the police
and forces, and in

were moved to the Civil
Hospital, while 21 people
had been injured in the
Dblast.” “Four of the injured
are in critical condition,
while four policemen are
among the wounded,” she
added. Confirming the

deaths, Balochistan's
health department
spokesperson Dr Waseem
Baig said, “The injured
have been moved to the
trauma centre at Civil
Hospital.” Balochistan
Covernment Spokesperson
Shahid Rind said in a state-
ment that the explosion
occurred near a police vehi-
cle, adding that the nature
of the blast was being deter-
mined

Video footage circulat-
ing on social media,
showed a crowd of people
gathering at the scene of
the blast, with the flaming
wreckage of a motorcycle
next to a charred police
pickup truck. A damaged
Suzuki Alto can also be seen
in the frame.

A man was also seen
pulling the burning wreck-

age of the motorcycle away
from the vehicle in the
video, while sirens could be
heard in the background.
No group has so far
claimed responsibility for
the blast. Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif issued a
statement condemning
the Quetta blast in the

strongest terms.
According to the state-
ment, shared by state
broadcaster PTV on X, the
PM expressed grief and
offered prayers for the
families of the deceased
and injured. He also
ordered that authorities
“immediately investigate

the incident, identify
those responsible and
bring them to justice”.
“The elements spreading
hatred in Balochistan are
the enemies of develop-
ment in Balochistan,” PM
Shehbaz was quoted as
saying. “We will never
allow the evil intentions
of miscreants to succeed.”
The statement added
that the PM would “con-
tinue the war against the
scourge of terrorism until
it is completely eradicated
from the country”.
President  Asif  Ali
Zardari condemned the
blast and expressed “deep
sorrow and regret over the
precious loss of lives in the
blast”, according to a
statement issued by the
PPP, “Such reprehensible
actions during the blessed

month of Ramadan reflect
the sinister motives of ter-
rorists,” the president
was quoted as saying. The
statement added that
President Zardari was
“praying for the speedy
recovery of the injured”.
Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqui condemned the
blast in a statement from
his office, expressing sor-
row over the death of the
two people who lost their
lives.

“We equally share in
the grief of the families of
the deceased,” Nagvi was
quoted as saying.

“The forces of the
enemy are targeting
Balochistan. We will
thwart this heinous con-
spiracy meant to create
instability,” the post
added.

Pakistan issuing Panda Bonds to access
China’s Capital Market Finance Minister

SAMRA ATHAR

ISLAMABAD:
Minister for
Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb on Wednesday
hinted at the strong pos-
sibility of Pakistan issu-
ing Panda Bonds in Yuan
this year to access China's
vast and deep capital mar-
ket

Feder.-ll

In an interview with
Chinese media outlets,
including CCTN English
and China Daily, the min-
ister said, Pakistan has
previously issued bonds
in US dollars and Euros,
and now is the time to
benefit from the Chinese

capital market.

The issuance of Panda
Bonds will connect
Pakistan's capital mar-
kets with China and
reflect China’s important
role in Pakistan’s digital
transformation, he said
and thanked China for its
consistent support, refer-
ring to Pakistan and
China as “iron brothers”
and strategic partners,

It is pertinent to men-
tion that the minister is
visiting China, participat-
ing in the Boao Forum for
Asia Annual Conference
2025.

‘The minister praised
China’s efforts to open up

its economy and markets,
highlighting the signifi-
cant role of foreign com-
panies and firms in
China’s exports.

He
Pakistan's

emphasized
desire  to
become a hub for the
transfer of export-orient-
ed facilities and services

from foreign, especially
Chinese, companies. He
commended the construc-
tion of communication
infrastructure, roads, and
ports in Pakistan under
the CPEC project.

Aurangzeb stressed
the need to promote
financial benefits from
the infrastructure built in
Pakistan and to enable
Chinese industries to ben-
efit from this infrastruc-
ture, He reiterated
Pakistan's commitment
to strengthening regional
trade and road and rail
links with neighboring
countries.

China’s export sector

and companies can bene-
fit from Pakistan’s exist-
ing infrastructure and
low-cost labor,

Aurangzeb also stud-
ied Chinese banks and
their d;gm.l trinsfurma
tion, that

Imran Khan files plea for
early hearing of 190m pound
(ase sentence suspension

HUMA REHAN

ISLAMABAD: Former
prime minister Imran
Khan has filed a miscella-
neous petition seeking an
early hearing of his sen-
tence suspension request
in the 190 million pound

case. Imran Khan,
through his counsel
Barrister Salman Safdar,
approached the

Islamabad High Court,
making the federal gov-
ernment and NAB chair-
man respondents in the
petition, The plea stated
that the sentence suspen-
sion case was scheduled

for hearing on March 23,
but due to the lead coun-
sel's engagement in a
murder case at the
Supreme Court and a
short cause list, the hear-
ing was postponed until
after Eid.

The petition requested
that Imran Khan's sen-
tence suspension appeal
be scheduled for hearing
before Eid along with the
main appeal.

Notably, yesterday,
Imran Khan’s wife,
Bushra Bibi, also filed a
similar request for an
early hearing on her sen-
tence suspension plea.

OEF s grand alliance
fails to finalise internal
structure and protest plan

AYESHA REHAN

ISLAMABAD: The grand
opposition  alliance has
failed to meet its duad.l.me

Pakistan can learn from
China’s experiences, par-
ticularly in improving
financial inclusion
through digital solutions.

The Minister also
highlighted the impor-
tance of bilateral coopera-
tion in areas such as

Sources revealed that
Jamaat-eslami (JI) has
declined to formally join the
opposition alliance, opting
instead to pursue its own
mdapenden[ movement,

pmposi.ng that JI hold its
protest in Rawalpindi while
the rest of the alliance
demonstrates in Islamabad.

However, JI has yet to

P

Dbut internal
has stalled progress.

The opposlum parties
debated various proposals
regarding the alliance’s
structure but could not
reach a As a

respond to this
Despite these hun':lles

the sources said the opposi-

tion parties have decided on

g
agriculture, drone tech-
nology, and other key sec-
tors,

result, the finalisation of
the post-Eid protest plan has
also been delayed.

Wll.leﬁ'Bm]anllaﬂ."Emif
Islam (JUL-E).

Pakistan welcomes limited Russia-Ukraine ceasefire;
lauds US engagement for agreement: FO spox

KOMAL BUTT

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on
Thursday welcomed the
recently agreed upon limit-
ed ceasefire between
Russia and Ukraine, pro-
hibiting attacks on energy
infrastructure and ensur-
ing safe navigation in the
Black Sea.

Foreign Office
spokesperson Shafqat Ali
Khan, at his weekly press
briefing here, appreciated
the active engagement of
the US administration and
its leadership in s
the agreement between
Russia and Ukraine.

He expressed optimism
that the new momentum
generated by these initial
steps would eventually
lead to a comprehensive
and permanent ceasefire.
“Pakistan’s position on
the Ukraine conflict has

m Paki

Ukraine, We have always
advocated dialogue and
diplomacy immediate ces-
sation of hostilities and
peaceful resolution of this
conflict,” he remarked.

‘The spokesperson said
that Israel’s continued and
repeated incursions and
air strikes into the Syrian
territory, continued viola-
tions of the 1974
Disengagement of Forces
Agreement, and  its
declared intent for an
indefinite presence and
full demilitarisation of
Syria were “unacceptable,
constitute blatant viola-
tion of Syria's sovereignty
and territorial integrity
and undermine interna-
tional law and regional sta-
bility.”

He said that durable
peace in Syria hinged on a
credible political transi-
Liun national unity and

n tan
has enjoyed friendly rela-
tions with both Russia and

ion and inclu-
swegnuemanc&

Spokesperson  Khan

expressed concerns over
the series of raids by the
Indian authorities on the
residences belonging to
members of different con-
stituents of All Parties
Hurriyat Conference in
Indian IHlegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
(IOJK) which he said were

aimed at crushing dissent

and intimidating the local
people.
“We urge the Indian
authorities to stop these
oppressive measures, and
respect the fundamental
rights and freedoms of the
Kashmiri people, includ-
ing their right to self-
determination,” he said.
Coming to a statement

by the UN experts demand-
ing the release of Baloch
the

public services, obstruct
freedom of movement,
and create an atmosphere
of insecurity.

He said that such ele-
ments were not mere
protesters but active par-
ticipants in a broader cam-
paign of lawlessness and

violence,

“Hiding behind a
facade of alleged
grievances, these elements
are operating in collusion
with terrorists—evident
from their coordinated
efforts to obstruct State

from these violent
protestors by the police. He
said that the pattern of
“selective and dispropor-
tionate” focus by the UN
machinery served no con-
structive purpose. Instead,
it inadvertently emboldens
extremist elements, fuels
unwarranted media sensa-
tionalism, incites disor-
der, and—most alarming-
ly—exacerbates societal
polarization and fragmen-
tation, he added.

He said that the state-
ment by the UN Special

mentally at odds with the
principles the UN purports
to uphold.”

He also apprised the
media of the recent visit of
Special Representative for
Afghanistan Ambassador
Mohammad Sadig to
Kabul, he said that during
a meeting with Acting
Foreign  Minister of
Afghanistan Amir Khan
Muttagi, both sides
exchanged views on all
issues of mutual concern,
including peace and secu-
rity, tmie and economic
as well as peo-

syn-
chronized roadblocks facil-
itating terrorist attacks.”
He said that the latest
proof of this nexus was

son said the comments
lacked balance and propor-
tionality, downplaying
civilian casualties inflicted
by terrorist attacks while
disregarding the crimes
committed by miscreants
who deliberately distupt

their storming of
the District Hospital in
Quetta, where they
forcibly seized the bodies
of five terrorists eliminat-
ed during the Jaffar
Express hostage rescue
operation. Three of these
bodies were retrieved back

Holders stood in stark con-
tradiction to the very
essence and spirit of the
UN's own Resolution 2354.

“Rather than support-
ing a sovereign State in its
determined and resolute
efforts to combat terror-
ism, such statements risk
leginmizing extremist
narratives—an outcome
that is not only counter-
productive but also funda-

ple-to-people contacts,

Both sides agreed to
enhance high-level
engagement and dialogue
to strengthen bilateral
cooperation.

The two sides also rein-
forced their commitment
to a mutually beneficial
bilateral relationship,
with a view to achieving
lasting regional peace and
stability.
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PEAK PQINT
Pakistan need time to make
new approach work, sa

ARIF MEHMOOD KHAN

WELLINGTON: Pakistan
are looking to play white-
ball cricket with a new
approach and it will take
some time before they
start reaping the benefits
of it, the team's
Twentyzo International
captain Salman Ali Agha
has said.

Salman led an inexpe-
rienced side — barring
the likes of a few seniors
— against New Zealand
in the five-match series,
which  ended  with
Pakistan's eight-wicket
loss in the final fixture
on Wednesday.

Salman and co. man-
aged to win only one of
the five matches, taking
the third Tzol by nine
wickets, as the side
chased down 205 with
four overs to spare,
thanks to young opener
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century.

But the ultra-attack-

ing style of play did not
work in the remaining
fixtures as a second-
string New Zealand team
dominated throughout.
Salman said the condi-
tions were challenging
for his young players,
whom he expected to
learn from their experi-
ences.
“The kind of cricket
we are playing is fearless,
but the key is to use our
minds wisely with that
fearless approach,” he
told reporters after the
match on Wednesday.
“These are youngsters,
and they'll learn and
gain experience.

“We're introducing a
new way of playing crick-
et in Pakistan, and it will
take some time, but we'll
back these youngsters.

The Pakistan batters

ﬁ:l:ﬂi to neé&tiam with

Hasan Nawaz's blistering

the seam and bounce on

" offer on the New Zealand

suxféce‘s, which Salman

observed were new for
his subordinates.

“... the conditions in
New Zealand are chal-
lenging,” he said. “Any
team from Asia that
comes here struggles.
These conditions take
time to get used to, and
you'll see as the matches
progress, the boys have
started performing bet-

T,

“But if you arrive just
a couple of days before
the match and play,
there’s not enough time
to adjust to these condi-
tions,”

Failing in New
Zealand conditions may
not be a point of concern
for Pakistan, who
Salman said had their
sights on the upcoming
Asia Cup and next year's
‘Tzo World Cup.

“... the goal is the Asia
Cup and the World Cup,”

ys Salman

“This
is helping us

the batter noted.
series
achieve that goal. Any
upcoming series, we'll
use them for combina-
tion building or giving
experience to the new
players.”

Salman believed that
his young team will come
good in both tourna-
ments, with the T2o
‘World Cup set to be held
in India and Sri Lanka.

“Bowling or batting
in these conditions is
tough,” said the all-
rounder. “These are the
same youngsters who, in
the future, will give good
performances for
Pakistan.

“This is a learning
experience for them. If
they learn from this,
they will find it much
easier in our home condi-
tions.”

Jazz’s tamasha breaks records
during ICC champions Trophy 2025

RIZWAN HAIDER

ISLAMABAD: Tamasha,
Pakistan's leading digital enter-
tainment platform by Jazz,
achieved a historic milestone
during the ICC Champions
Trophy 2025, setting new bench-
marks in cricket streaming. With
an unprecedented 22.3 million
monthly active users (MAUs), it
reinforced its position as the pre-
mier hub for live sports and pre-
mium digital entertainment in
the country. Transforming the
way Pakistanis watched cricket,
the platform delivered an immer-
sive and interactive viewing
experience. With a peak of 10.1
million daily active users (DAUS),
it ensured seamless access to
every thrilling moment of the
tournament, attracting a highly
engaged audience through live
chats and gaming features,
according to a news release.
Commenting on this mile-
stone, Aamer Ejaz, President of
Digital Platforms at Jazz, said,
“Tamasha is redefining how

Tamasha

CHANZYONS

TROPHY 2025 - PAKISTAN

Pakistan experiences live sports,
making cricket more immersive
and accessible than ever. The
overwhelming engagement dur-
ing the ICC Champions Trophy
2025 reflects our commitment to
innovation and user experience.
And not just sports, our users can
access more than 9o Live TV

%a

' a

Free LIVE

STREAMING
L

channels, trending movies and
shows, and short-form content.”

Beyond streaming,
Tamasha's success fueled signifi-
cant commercial impact. More
and more brands are choosing
Tamasha as their preferred
advertising platform, leveraging
its growing reach and engage-

ment. The platform delivered
over 1,200 minutes of ad airtime
and generated 217 million ad
impressions. It also recorded 7
million organic click-throughs
on Google Search in just 28 days
and maintained its No.1 ranking
on both Google Play Store and
Apple App Store throughout the
tournament. Tamasha's
widespread adoption under-
scored its growing inclusivity,
with 66 percent male and 34 per-
cent female users, and a near-
equal urban-rural split of 52 and
48 percent, respectively. The 34
percent female engagement and
48 percent rural participation
reflected it is expanding reach
across diverse demographics.
Tamasha’s rapid evolution con-
tinues to reinforce its position as
Pakistan’s premier digital enter-
tainment hub, In 2024 alone, the
platform delivered 12,5 billion
minutes of content, hosted 250
days of live action, and expanded
its on-demand library to over
3,900 hours,

JAVED KHAN

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
team management has
linstructed fast bowler
Haris Rauf and wicket-
keeper-batter Usman
Khan to stay in New
(Zealand and join the ODI
Isquad for the upcoming
series.

Meanwhile, eight
T20 squad players will
return to Pakistan, while
five others have already
joined the ODI team in
Napier.

Following the com-
pletion of the Tzo series,
the Pakistan team and
coaching staff traveled
from Wellington to
Napier. Rauf and
Usman, originally part
of the T20 squad, have
inow been included in the
ODI lineup.

Haris Rauf, Usman Khan
added to Pakistan’s ODI
squad in New Zealand

Flayars
joined the ODI squad
include Salman Ali
Agha, Haris  Rauf,
Khushdil Shah, Irfan
Khan  Niazi, Abrar
Ahmed, Sufiyan
Mugeem, Muhammad
Ali, and Usman Khan.
Meanwhile, captain
Mohammad  Rizwan,
Babar Azam, and seven
other ODI players were
already in Napier. The

who have

remaining eight Tzo]
squad players, including|
Shadab Khan, Shaheen|
Afridi, Umair Bin|
Yousuf, Hassan Nawaz,
Mohammad Haris,|
Abbas  Afridi, Abdul|
Samad, and Jahandad]|
Khan, will return to
Pakistan via Dubai.

The three-match ODI
series between Pakistan|
and New Zealand is set to]
begin on March 29.

Serena Masters Series Concludes

Successfully in Islamabad

KOMAL BUTT

ISLAMABAD: The 3rd edi-
tion of the Serena Masters
Series concluded success-
fully at the PTF Tennis
Complex, Garden Avenue,
Islamabad, featuring the

top eight men's and
women's players from
across Pakistan. Mr.

Aisam-ul-Haq Qureshi,
President-PTF also partici-
pated in the event's dou-
bles category, highlight-
ing the importance of the
nt. Tournament
Men's Singles
Final: Ageel Khan defeat-
ed Barkatullah 6-3, 6-2 to
claim the title.- Women's
Singles Final: Ushna
Suhail secured victory
over Sheeza Sajid 6-3, 4-
o(retd)to win the Masters

Cup.- Men's Doubles
Final: Due to inclement
weather, the match was

abandoned at 3-all, and

‘both teams, Aisam-ul-Haq
Qureshi/Aqeel Khan and
Shahzad Khan/M. Abid,
‘were declared joint win-
ners. The Serena Masters
Series is part of Serena
Hotels' Sports Diplomacy

vide a

(December

-—
Initiative, which aims to
promote tennis and pro-
platform
Pakistan's top talent. The
series has been held in
three cities:

bt

2 &
Faisalabad

for

(February
2025), and Islamabad.
The closing ceremony was

and Mr. Aisam-ul-Haq
Qureshi, President-PTF,
as the Guest of Honour.
Other notable attendees
included Major Suleman
Junaid SEVP-PTF
,Mr.Suhail Khawaja SVP-
PTF , Mr.Saeed Ahmad
Khan SVP-PTF, Col. Zia-
ud-Din Tufail -Secretary
General-PTF, Mr. Imran
Hassan-Serena Hotels,
Col. Gul Rehman-PTF, Ms.
Sidra Zaheer -Serema
Hotels and a large number
of players, parents,
coaches, and media repre-
sentatives. Mr. Syed
Fahim Inam, Mr, Aisam-
ul-Hag Qureshi, and Col.
Zia-ud-Din Tufail dis-
tributed prizes among the
winners and runners-up,
congratulated them on
their achievements.Mr.

m:elnded. by Mr. Sy_ed Aisam-ul-Haq  Qureshi

Fahim Inam, Chief expressed heartfelt grati-

Peshawar ~Marketing Officer, Serena  tude to Mr. Aziz Boolani,
2025), Hotels, as the Chief Guest, CEO of Serena Hotels.

Oman’s
team to

ISLAMABAD: After
(Cermany’s junior hockey
team, Oman’s national
squad is visiting Pakistan
from April 6 to play four
matches against Pakistan
juniors, Pakistan Hockey
Federation (PHF) presi-
dent Tarig Hussain Bugti
said on Wednesday.

Bugti said this while
addressing a press confer-
ence after Pakistan hock-
ey player Ammad Shakeel
Butt was honoured for
being awarded Tamgha-e-
Imtiaz on the Pakistan
Day. Bugti was flanked by
Ammad, PHF secretary
[Rana Mujahid and newly-
appointed head coach
[Tahir Zaman. The PHF
said that it was a moment
of pride for the country’s
hockey fraternity that
Ammad was honoured
with a civil award. “The
(Oman team will play two

national hockey
tour Pakistan

matches each in Lahore
and Islamabad,” Bugti
said while rhanking
German and Oman hock-
ey federations for sending
their teams to Pakistan.
Speaking on the occasion,
Ammad said he was excit-
ed after earning the
award and hoped that
more hockey players
would get the honours.
According to Ammad, the
series against Cermany’s
juniors had benefited the
hosts who would get more

from the
series

experience
forthcoming
against Oman.

To overcome PHF's
financial problems, Bugti|
said, the federation had|
established a marketing|
department,

When asked to com-|
ment on some Teports|
suggesting the Malaysian|
Hockey Federation had)
not invited Pakistan for|
this year's Azlan Shah|
Cup because the PHF had)|
to pay some of their dues.

Injured Latham out of Pakistan ODIs,
Bracewell continues as N Z captain

MUHAMMAD USMAN

ISLAMABAD: New Zealand
stumper-batsman Tom Latham
was ruled out of the one-day
series against Pakistan with a
hand injury on Thursday leaving
Michael Bracewell to continue as
the side’s captain.

With regular white-ball cap-
tain Mitchell Santner busy in the
Indian Premier League,
Bracewell led New Zealand to a 4-
1 victory in a Tzo series against
Pakistan.

Latham was due to lead New
Zealand in the three-match ODI
series beginning in Napier on
Saturday, but he fractured his
hand while batting in the nets
and will require at least four

weeks to recover, the New
Zealand Cricket (NZC) said in a
statement,

Opener Will Young, mean-

while, will miss the last two
ODIs to be with his wife as they
await the birth of their first
child.

“It’s obviously disappointing
to lose Tom as captain on the eve
of the series and we wish him a
speedy recovery,” New Zealand
head coach Gary Stead said.

“The side is in safe hands
with Michael, who's done a
great job through the Tzol
series.”

Henry Nicholls will return
from a calf strain to replace
Latham, while Mitch Hay will
keep wickets. Canterbury bats-
man Rhys Mariu earned his
maiden call-up as a batting
cover,

“We've had to be flexible this
tour with numerous players
unavailable for different rea-
sons,” Stead said,

PEAK POINT

AL AHSA: Pakistan showed
grit and determination but
ultimately it wasn't
enough to keep out Syria.
Stephen  Constantine's
men fell to a 2-0 loss to the
much-fancied Syrians in
their Group ‘E’ opener in
the final round of quali-
fiers for the 2027 AFC Asian
(Cup at the Prince Abdullah
Bin Jalawi Stadium on
[Tuesday night; the result
leaving them bottom of a
section that also has
Afghanistan and
Myanmar.

Only the group winner
advances to the Asian Cup
in Saudi Arabia in two

Pakistan go down to
Syria at AFC Asian Cup

o
years' time and the victory
put Syria in pole position
to qualify for their third
consecutive appearance at
the continental show-
piece. They lead the group
on goal difference from
Afghanistan, who beat
Myanmar 2-1 earlier in the

day. Syria started strongly|
in the game played in neu-|
tral Saudi Arabia, pushing|
Pakistan back and took the,
lead in the 23rd minute|
when Amar Ramadan's|
pinpoint corner kick was
nodded in by defender|
Ahmed Faga.
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b Modol Schesd( LV) G 64 stama)

announcing the results
of students from prep to
chief
Choudhry

ISLAMABAD: Model sth
School G-6/4 held its est,
annual result ceremony, Muhammad Rasheed Sal,

grade.The

..---o—q LT RIR—

President of the School
Management
Committee, honored stu-
dents for their hard work
and outstanding perfor-

He distributed
trophies and certificates
to students who secured
first, second, and third
positions.

mance.

Choudhry

Muhammad Rasheed Sal
praised the efforts of stu-
dents, teachers, and par-
ents, saying that this cer-
emony was not only a cel-

imabad Modet knmﬂ(l V) G 8/d istmm.

ebration of students’
achievements but also an
inspiration for teachers
and parents. he said that
food program under way

' ol ol PEAK PQINT
Model School G- 6/4 Hosts Annual Result Ceremony

R

for children which is
good step. he said Al edu-
cation being initiated.
The school's principal
also  Addressed the

(e s e I

TWIN ITIES

Parents and Told the
School Initiatives and
congratulated the stu-
dents on their achieve-
ments.

Pakistan's Diagnostic Industry Reaches a Historic Milestone;
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Paving the Way from Import to Export-Based Economy
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manufacturing (OEM) produc-
tion in Pakistan. Mr. Zafar
Mahmood (Member HDAP, CEO
Lab Diagnostic system LDS, and
Health industry analyst) and
Prof. Dr. Syed Shahid Noor
Chairman Samane Shifa
Foundation and a prominent
supporter of the local manufac-
turing industry, shared their

Last Friday of Ramadan designated as
World Quds Day by Imam Khomeini

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: The last
Friday of Ramadan desig-
nated as World Quds Day
by Imam Khomeini,
stands as a symbol of
unity among Muslims
worldwide, reaffirming
unwavering support for
the Palestine Cause. Itisa

tal right throughout his-
tory, and as long as occu-
pation persists, so will
resistance. However,
with Islamic resistance
groups, the Palestinian
struggle has grown
stronger, countering the

escalation of Israeli
aggression with even
greater resolve. Rather

on this T
stating, “This is a historic oppor-
tunity for Pakistan to elevate our
diagnostic industry to interna-

global to

remind the international
community of eight
decades of Palestinian

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's leading
diagnostic industry institutions
and Advisory Bodies ( Lab
Diagnostic system LDS & Saman-
e-Shifa foundation), has
announced a major and transfor-
mative shift in the country’s
diagnostic sector. After decades
of reliance on imports, the diag-
nostic industry is now transi-
tioning towards an export-based
economy, This move marks not
just a moment of pride for
Pakistan but also a significant

self-sufficiency in traditional
testing, Pakistan is now advanc-
ing towards modern diagnostic
technology. The industry
Tequires specific reforms and
policies to sustain its growth,
similar to initiatives taken in
countries such as India,
Bangladesh, and Iran where gov-
ernments have played special
‘measures to support local indus-
tries. Unfortunately, Pakistan
has yet to receive clear govern-
ment support, causing major
challenges for the diagnostic sec-
tor.Post-COVID-19, the diagnos-

from locally produced testing
kits during the outbreaks of
dengue, malaria, and chikun-
gunya, It is hoped that in the
future, the government will give
similar support to the diagnostic
industry, as it has to other phar-
maceutical sectors, to strength-
en the national economy and
empower local industries.Key
stakeholders in the market,
including laboratory owners and
hospital administrators, have
warmly welcomed this positive
trend. To adopt technological
advancements, agreements for

tional standards.” He empha-
sized that with adequate govern-
industry
could not only become self-suffi-
cient but can also achieve a dis-
tinguished position on the glob-
occasion,
Diagnostic industry representa-
tives urged the government and
relevant authorities to introduce
effective policies that will foster
the growth of the diagnostic
and enable
become a strong pillar of the

ment support, the

al stage.On this

industry,

milestone towards national self- tic
reliance.Representatives and
supporters from the diagnostic
industry while briefing the
press, stated that after achieving

Temarkable

industry has witnessed
transformations,
with local manufacturers play-
ing a crucial role. The govern-
ment significantly benefited

countries.

technology transfer are being

finalised with China and other

These partnership
will enhance contract manufac-
turing and original equipment

national economy. Mr Zafar
Mehmood further added, “Only
by supporting local industries,
we can play our part in stabiliz-
ing Pakistan's economy.

suffering, renew commit-
ment to the establish-
ment of an independent
Palestinian state based on
the right to self-determi-
nation.The Zionist
Tegime continues to pose
a grave threat to global
peace and security, violat-
ing the ceasefire once
again, resumed relentless
attacks on innocent civil-
ians, The recent negotia-
tions between the Israeli
regime and Hamas, along
with the exchange of
Palestinian hostages, fur-
ther exposed the occupy-
ing regime. Resistance
against occupation has
always been a fundamen-

it to

than ack their
role in occupation, the
regime and its supporters
attempt to shift blame
onto Palestinian resis-
tance groups, Yemen, and
the Islamic Republic of
Iran, By intensifying
their attacks on Gaza and
Yemen, they have once
again unleashed indis-
criminate violence
against innocent civil-
ians.It strongly con-
demns the ongoing
crimes in Palestine, Gaza,
Syria, and Yemen and
expresses deep concern
over the escalation of the
atrocities in Yemen. It

Zionist regime's genoci-
dal crimes. Pakistan's
unwavering commitment
to the Palestinian cause
and its bold advocacy for
justice serves as a beacon
of solidarity in the face of
oppression.It reiterates
the urgent need for the
establishment of one
sovereign, secure, con-
tiguous and unified
Palestinian state through
democratic elections that
include the full participa-
tion of all the indigenous
Palestinian people. It
reaffirms that the com-
plete  liberation  of
Palestine remains a cen-
tral issue for the Muslim
world. It emphasizes the
necessity of confronting
Zionist's occupanon and
expansionism, enforcing
an immediate, constant
ceasefire in Caza, and
ensuring the swift deliv-
ery of humanitarian
aid.It calls upon all
Muslims and freedom-

seekers across the world
to stand together in soli-
darity and actively partic-
ipate in the World Quds
Day campaign,

appreciates the govern-
ment and people of
Pakistan for their firm
stance and resolute
response against the
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Death at
every turn

routine medical check-up turned into an

unspeakable tragedy for a young couple in

Karachi when their motorcycle was crushed
by a water tanker on March 24. The most harrowing
detail of the accident -- so severe that the pregnant
woman gave birth on the spot, only for the newborn
to succumb moments later -- serves as a gut-
wrenching indictment of the conditions that
Karachi’s citizens must endure daily. This is an
indictment of a system that has rendered human
life meaningless. According to the driver's initial
statement, the accident was caused by brake fail-
ure. However, investigations later revealed that the
driver had been on a gruelling 24-hour shift, lead-
ing to sheer exhaustion and loss of control over the
vehicle, This revelation is unsurprising. The norm
in Karachi's heavy transport sector is drivers surviv-
ing on energy drinks, chai, and cigarettes and dan-
gerously long shifts, their fatigue turning them
into unwitting agents of death. This systemic
exploitation of workers, coupled with lax regulato-
ry enforcement, creates the perfect storm for
repeated disasters. Who, then, should be held
accountable for this latest tragedy? In 2024 alone,
nearly 500 people were killed and 4,879 injured in
road accidents in Karachi due to reckless driving,
infrastructural neglect and poorly enforced traffic
laws, Last month, the Sindh government restricted
heavy vehicles' movement to the 11 pm-6 am slot,
later relaxing it under pressure from transporters.
But this accident proves what was already evident:
laws mean nothing if not enforced. The Sindh gov-
ernment’s inability to regulate transport compa-

Troubled waters and barren lands

Kamila Hyat

e issue of the six canals to
be pulled out of the River
Indus apparently to irrigate
Cholistan is now well documented.
Also, well understood is the stress it
has caused in Sindh where activists
against the canals say that millions
of people are in danger of losing
their livelihoods as water is taken

away from their lands.

Tail-end farmers in Sindh
already face problems linked to
growing water scarcity notably in
the Indus Delta and consequent ero-
sion from the sea. Beyond this,
there is also the issue of quite what
the proposed canals will achieve in
Cholistan. Experts who have stud-
ied the problem point out that a
similar canal project worked out in
neighbouring Rajasthan in 1960 led
to only small pockets of land close
to the canals created by diverting
two rivers being made green and
the rest of Rajasthan remaining a
vast desert, with the sands overtak-
ing the water pumped through it by
the authorities in the hope of turn-
ing the desert to arable land.

There is a danger that the same
will happen in Cholistan. Already it
has been pointed out that the use of
waters from the River Ravi and the
River Sutlej, handed over to India
under the 1960 Indus Waters
Treaty, are heavily polluted and the
water in these rivers is essentially
provided by link canals from India
in which waste and sewage is
dumped by that country, This is
stated to be one reason why there is
such a high ratio of sickness linked
to the digestive system in southern
Punjab. There are also studies
which suggest there are safer ways
of providing water to Cholistan and
surely the main requirement
should be to provide water for peo-
ple to drink and use for their needs
rather than agricultural water in a
project that according to past prece-
dent in neighbouring areas is not
likely to succeed.

The key issue here is ideas that
are dependent on the use of water
in Punjab and the vastly different
approach to the problem in water-
starved Sindh. In Punjab, the gov-
ernments had to come down with a

water such as washing one's cars in
driveways etc, In Sindh, people
across the province and especially
in the Tharparkar area struggle to
collect a few litres of water to meet
their daily needs. Even in this day
and age, women walk many miles
o collect water their families need.
This is surely something which
should not be accepted in a time
when people need to be provided
with at least their most basic neces-
sities. The political turmoil caused
by the canals issue is already visible
as is the new injection of strength it
has provided to Sindhi nationalism
in all its various forms. Essentially
Sindh is united against the canals,
even as the federal government
tries to push the project through.

e key issue here is the desper-
ate need to unite rather than fur-
ther divide our country. For this to
happen there must be an under-
standing of the unique problems of
each province and its people. These
need to be shared by others and
understood by the entire country,
The fact that people in Punjab do
not fully recognise quite what
water means in other parts of the
country, including Sindh and
Balochistan, is in so many ways
desperately sad. There are also con-
stitutional provisions to ensure
that decisions which affect a partic-
ular province are based on consen-
sus.

The Council of Common
Interests should have met to dis-
cuss the canals. The fact that sucha
meeting was not called again shows
how fragile the pillars holding up
our federation have become and the
need to make them much stronger.

‘This can happen only if we make
a genuine effort toaccept provincial
differences and diversities. We can-
not create uniformity in a country
which has so many diverse issues
and so many different nationalities
living within it. While essentially
the identity of everyone in Pakistan
should begin with being a
Pakistani, most people when asked
state their ethnic groups first of all
and then go on to smaller details
like the place in which they live.
The issue of being a Pakistani does
not fall on the top of the list.

receiving from Sindh to people
across the country including deci-
sion-makers behind the Green
Cholistan project. The dangers of
not artaining this are immense, We
already see divides in the country
that have badly damaged its struc-
ture and made it weaker in so many
different ways.

The terrorism in Balochistan is
once again threatening the
province and has most recently led
to the closure of several major uni-
versities within it. Students are
asked to stay away from campuses
and take online classes,

There are of course many other
issues especially if you walk across
the chapters of history and look at
the various acts which in so many
ways separated our country into
different portions and in 1971 led to
the tumultuous creation of
Bangladesh.

There's every reason to learn
from mistakes and not repeat them
again. Precisely how this end can be
achieved is not easy to determine,
But the leadership in Punjab and
centre needs to take a major role in
raising their voice and joining in
the chorus we hear from Sindh. At
the very least the Cholistan agricul-
tural project should be revisited and
water brought to the area from
other sources rather than in a man-
ner which affects Sindh and its peo-

This is possible according to
experts who have closely studied
the problem and written in detail
about it, It is sad that their many
suggestions and proposals continue
to be ignored.

This should not become a mat-
ter of pride or of a win-and-lose sit-
uation but cne in which the good of
the country can be put ahead of
everything else and unity created
among the federating people of
Pakistan so that we can gain
strength in a time when we so badly
need it and so many recognise that
it is essential to the future of a
country which struggles to pull
together and hold together all the
various units which make up a land
of diversity and one inhabited by so
many different groups and so many
different people. This is its beauty

Fleecing
lambs

Khurram Husain

federal cabinet took two correct decisions in its
meeting on Wednesday, One was to send the
changes to the net metering policy back to the
energy ministry for reconsideration. And the other was
to reinstate a tax rebate allowed to researchers and teach-
ers in higher education institutions which everyone was
told suddenly in December 2024 had been withdrawn in
the budget announced in June zozz.

In both instances, we had a story that was rather typ-
ical of how things are done in Pakistan, and how it pre-
sents us with a problem to be solved. In the case of the
solar policy, the energy ministry literally took the explo-
sive success of their last net metering policy and present-
ed itas a failure, ing that all the beneficiaries of that
policy were “elites” who had become a burden on the
power system, and carrying this burden was the main
reason that electricity bills had become so expensive.
‘This was a rather odd way to perceive success. One would
think if they were able to add something like 7,100
megawatts of power generation capacity without paying
anything from the state’s own money it would be a
thing. They said that 283,000 households had availed of
the net metering policy, and this number was very small
by comparison to the 40 million households on the grid.
The enduring problem here is that this figure — 283,000
— actually needs to tise to gom, and the guestion they
should have jumped to ask themselves was ‘what’s the
best way to get there?' Instead, they asked ‘how do we
stop this?" All's well that ends well. But it's a good idea
nonetheless to find lessons to draw from such episodes. It
was something similar with the withdrawal of the tax
rebate, 1use this as an example because it impacted non-
elite incomes, which have been under the anvil in any
case as the government struggles to stabilise its fiscal
equation, and also because it is il.lusmlive of the way in
which our tax as grown to
operating over the decades. AI] those who run a business
of their own have horror stories to share of their experi-
ences with the tax authorities. In the case of the rebate in
question, universities around Punjab received a notice
from their higher education department of the provincial
government informing that ‘Clause 2, Part III, Second
Schedule of the Income Tax Ordinance 2001 has been
omitted” in the Finance Act 2022. The clause covers the
rebate enjoyed by teachers and researchers, and other
notices served to the universities said that they will have
to recover arrears from the previous two years as well.
Now you might surmise that teachers and researchers in
Pakistan's higher education system are not exactly
‘elites’, and undoubtedly many were quite worried that a
very steep tax bill is about to be dropped on them for
something that nobody even knew about for two years. If
the said rebate was withdrawn in 2022, how come every-
one was asleep since then and only woke up in December
2024 to start demanding recovery of this tax, along with

‘prevailed.

nies and ensure humane working conditions for | law to penalise the wastage of _ We need to change this by driv-  and its potential strength. arrears? Lw:lu.ly better sense
drivers is criminal negligence. ing home the messages we are Courtesy The News Courtesy Dawn
Head Office: 8A Basement Ittehad Centre Fazal e haq road Blue Area Mob No: Publishe by Printing Press.
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Pakistan, Netherlands
discuss human rights,
bilateral cooperation

ARSHAD MALIK

ISLAMABAD: A delegation led
by Mrs. Henny Fokel de Vries,

Ambassador of

Netherlands to Pakistan, met
with Federal Minister for Law,
Justice, and Human Rights,
Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar

here on Thursday.

The discussion focused on
policy
collaborative
efforts to promote human
rights and strengthen bilateral
Telations in various sectors.
The Ambassador acknowl-
edged Pakistan's efforts in

legislative measures,
reforms, and

implementing its human The Ambassador also
Tights agenda and commended informed the Minister about
the government's commit- the upcoming visit of Dutch

ment to constitutional guaran-
tees, including freedom of reli-

glon and belief.The Minister
highlighted Pakistan’s diverse
and inclusive society, where all
religious communities
under
Constitution. He also apprised
the Ambassador of Pakistan's
legislative advance-
ments, including the introduc-
National
Commission for Minorities Bill
in the Senate, a statutory body
working to safeguard minority
rights, promote interfaith har-
mony, and ensure the full par-
ticipation of minorities in the
nation's development.

s safeguarded

recent

tion of the

hockey

legend Floris Jan
Bovelander in April, promoting

are
the

reiterated the

national level

sports diplomacy.

She invited the Minister to
participate in related activi-
ties, recognizing the role of
sports in strengthening bilat-
eral ties. Additionally, she pro-
posed a meeting with the
Netherlands’ Human Rights
Ambassador during their visit
in May, which the Minister
welcomed as an opportunity
for further cooperation.

The meeting concluded
with both sides reaffirming
their commitment to deeper
collaboration on shared priori-
ties. The Ambassador appreci-
ated Pakistan's hospitality and

commitment to advancing
mutual interests at the inter-

Netherlands’
A delegation led by her Ex
Mjmner for uw ustice, and
and strengthen bilateral cooperal

u.manlughu Senator Azam Naze
tion,

e

Henny Fokel de Vries, Ambassador of the Netherlands to Pakistan, met Federal
er Tarar, in Islamabad to discuss human ﬁghts I.nh:latlm
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CDA and Federal Education
Ministry Partner for Educational,
Vocatlonal and Green In1t1at1ves

NADEEM TANOLI

ISLAMABAD: In a major
step towards moderniz-
ing education, enhanc-
ing vocational training,
and promoting environ-
mental sustainability,
the Capital Development
Authority (CDA) and the
Federal Directorate of

Education (FDE) have
signed multiple
Memorandums of

Understanding (MoUs).
Under the guidance of
the Ministry of Federal
Education and
Professional Training,
these agreements aim to
transform educational
infrastrucrure, equij
youth with marketable
skills, and launch a
large-scale urban forest
initiative in Islamabad.
One Kkey agreement

focuses on upgrading
the CDA Model School
into a state-of-the-art
institution, incorporat-
ing an IT Park, Robotics
Lab, AI Room, and
Google Classroom inte-
gration. The moderniza-
tion plan includes
enhanced classrooms, a
library, sports facilities,
an on-site dispensary,
and a Cultural Room to
promote heritage educa-
tion,

Another MoU intro-
duces a vocational train-
ing program for youth
aged 18-45 in communi-
ties near Margalla Hills
National Park.

Training will be pro-
vided in stitching, elec-
trical work, plumbing,
and IT skills, with spe-
cialized e-Rozgar labs

supporting hands-on
learning. CDA will facil-
itate job placements to
ensure  employment
opportunities for gradu-
ates.

Additionally, the
Islamabad Urban Forest
Initiative will engage
students in tree planta-
tion drives, with CDA
supplying saplings and
taols while FDE oversees
implementation.
Students will earn aca-
demic incentives and
certificates for their par-
ticipation in environ-

mental  conservation
efforts.

CDA Chairman
Muhammad Ali

Randhawa emphasized
the partnership's role in
building a smarter,
more skilled, and green-
er Islamabad.

Federal Secretary for
Education Mohyuddin
Ahmad Wani highlight-
ed its significance in
shaping a future-ready,
climate-conscious gen-
eration.

President, PM
condemn kllhng of five

PEAK POIN

ISLAMABAD: President
Asif Ali Zardari and Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Thursday strongly
condemned the killing of
five passengers in a firing
incident in the Kalmat
area of Cwadar.

The president and
prime minister, in their
separately issued state-
ments, prayed for peace
for the departed souls,
early recovery of the
injured, and strength for
the bereaved families to
bear the loss.

“The terrorists are the
enemies of the country’s
development and pros-
perity of Balochistan.
They cannot see progress
in Balochistan,” the pres-
ident said.

Prime Minister

passengers in Kalmat

Shehbaz directed the
authorities concerned to
provide the best possible
medical treatment to the
injured people and inves-
tigate the incident to
identify and punish the
perpetrators,
Calling the miscre-
ants the enemies of peace
and development, he said
that their cowardly
actions of killing inno-
cent people reflected
their brutality.

“We will never allow
the anti-state designs of
miscreants to succeed,”

he resolved.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz praised the secu-
rity forces and law

enforcement agencies for
thwarting the nefarious
designs of the anti-state
elements.

Mugam re-inaugurates Jaffar Express
from Peshawar Cantt Railway Station

PEAK POINT

PESHAWAR: Federal
Minister for States and
Frontier Regions, Gilgit
Baltistan and Kashmir

Affairs, Engr Amir
Mugam here Thursday
morning reinagurated
Jaffar Express at
Peshawar Railway
Station.

Talking to media,

Engr Amir Mugam said
that reinaguration of the
Jaffar Express after the
attack at Bolan has
passed a clear and power-
ful message that the
entire nation, Govt and
security forces were all
united for Pakistan.

He said that nefarious
designs of the terrorists
would be frustrated with
unity, Engr Amir Mugam
said Pakistan was our
country and no one would
be allowed to repeated
Jaffar  Express's like
attack again.

He said Govt policy
about repartriation of an
undocumented and ille-
gal afgans are clear and

necessary action are
being taken in line with
this national policy.

He said that the boy-
cott of National Security's
meeting showed irra-
tional approach of the PTI
leadership. Engr Amir

Mugam said that KP Govt
was receiving its NFC
share regularly from
Federal Covernment,
however the conditions of
Govt  hospitals and
schools in KP are very
pathetic. He claimed that
KP was deprived of devol-
opment by the PTI during
its 12 years rule while
thousands of poor and
deserving people were
overlooked in the CM KP
Ramazan package.

Engr Amir Mugam
claimed that favouritism
and like and disliked in
CM KP Ramazan package
have deprived many
deserving poor and

underprivileged.

On the other hands,
he said that relief pack-
age under the Prime
Minister's Ramazan pack-
age was distributed
transparently among the
poor in the country
including Khyber
Pakthunkhwa.

Engr Amir Mugam
said that PTI politics
revolved around agitation
and protest in a bid to

provide relief to its
Founder leader.

Earlier, Engr Amir
Mugam was earlier

briefed by the Railways
aurhorities by security to
trains.

PISHAWAR Federal Minister for Rat:amk aml Gilgit-Baltistan Aﬁairi and SAFRON Engineer Amir is inangurat-

ng Jaffar Express here in Railway Si

ATC allows

FIA to probe
Armaghan

in money
laundering case

KARACHI:
Terrorism

Ant
Court in
Karachi has approved
FIA’s request to investi-
gate Amir Mustafa mur-
der case key accused,
Armaghan, in a money
laundering case. Accused
Armaghan has already
been sent to jail in Amir
Mustafa kidnapping and
murder case. The FIA
requested  permission
from the court to ques-
tion him about the
money laundering case.

The court approved
the request, allowing FIA
to investigate Armaghan
inside the jail for nine
days. However, FIA will
not be allowed to take the
accused out of jail,

The court also ordered
the superintendent of the
central jail to provide full
assistance to the FIA
mvesngauun officers.

Federal
lnvemgauon Agency
(FIA) Anti-Money
Laundering Circle has
booked Armaghan, the
prime suspect in the
Mustafa Amir murder
case, in the hawala hundi
and forgery case.

According to the Fla,
Armaghan was involved
in a massive forgery
scheme, earning between
$300,000 10 $400,000 per
month . He allegedly used
cryptocurrency to laun-
der the money and even
purchased several luxury
cars with the illicit
funds.  Investigations
have revealed that
Armaghan operated a call
center that targeted
American citizens, scam-
ming them out of their
money, the FIR read.

Haroon Akhtar chairs
meeting to enhance
USC performance

AVED KHAN

ISLAMABAD: Special
Assistant to the Prime
Minister on Industries
and Production Haroon
Akhtar Khan on
Wednesday chaired a
meeting to enhance the

‘ormance of Pakistan's
largest retail network,
the Utility Stores

He held a meeting
with the delegation from
the Utility Stores
Corporation (USC) and
discussed various mea-
sures to enhance the per-
formance of Pakistan's
largest retail network,
the Utility Stores, said a
news release.

Haroon

Akhtar

emphasized ﬁl! need for
strict monitoring and
improvements in the per-
formance of the Utility
Stores in line with the
Prime Minister's direc-
tives. He made it clear
that the government will
not tolerate any corrup-
tion in any department,
and transparency will be
ensured at all levels. It

was also shared that, fol-
lowing the restructuring
of the Utility Stores, the
number of stores will be
reduced from 3,742 to
1,563. This decision aims
to improve the efficiency
of the corporation and
reduce the financial bur-
den on the national trea-
sury. Haroon Akhtar
expressed his commit-
ment to improving the
services provided by the
Utility Stores and stabiliz-
ing the financial position
of the corporation
through the restructuring
and performance
enhancement measures.

Negotiations only possible

with those who respect

constitution, law of state: Abbasi

PEAK POINT

QUETTA: Federal Minister
for Rallwavs Hanif Abbasi
emphasized that negotia-
tions are only possible
with those who respect the
constitution and law of
the state.

He categorically ruled
out any talks with terror-
ists, stressing that they
will be pursued relentless-
ly, both within the coun-
try and abroad.

Addressing a press con-
ference in Quetta along
with Railway Divisional
Superintendent, he said
Jaffar Express would start
its journey for Peshawar
from Thursday and strict
security ~ arrangements
have been made for the

rain.

Hanif Abbasi, Federal
Minister for Railways,
condemned terrorism in
strong terms, stating that
terrorists have no religion
and are exploiting nation-
alism, sectarianism, and
provincialism through a
conspiracy.

He emphasized that
this conspiracy can be
foiled through the collec-

tive efforts of the puhllc
and security forces, priori-
tizing peace in the
province.

He said that the train
attack targeted ordinary
people and that this is the
message to the terrorists,
now Jaffar Express would
run seven times a week
instead of three.

He paid rich tribute
to the police and Frontier
Corps (FC) for risking
their lives and saving the
citizens. He said that it
was decided in the
National Security meet-
ing and at the govern-
ment level that strict
action would be taken
against the terrorists.

The Minister said
that our army has been

fighting against the ter-
Torists for three decades,
the people of Balochistan
are mot against anyone,
and a few people are pro-
‘moting provincialism.
He said that steps
have been taken for the
security of trains, the
Railways Police is short
of security personnel and
500 police personnel
would be recruited soon,
of which 70 percent
would be deployed in
Balochistan to meet
short of security force.
Hanif Abbasi
announced that a special
Eid train will depart
from Quetta on March
29, making travel more
convenient for those cel-
ebrating Eid-ul-Fitr,

Promotion of senior
ofﬁqers not made on .
merit by Central govt: Saif

PEAK POINT

PESHAWAR: Barrister Dr.
Muhammad Ali  Saif,
Advisor to the Chief
Minister of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on
Information and Public
Relations, has strongly
criticized the recent pro-
motions in the federal
bureaucracy, alleging a
blatant  disregard for
merit. He stated that the
federal government has
promoted incompetent
officers while ignoring
deserving and qualified
officials. According to
him, the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) and Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) have violated
merit by promoting their

favored officers.Bar

Dr. Saif further claimed
that promotions from
Grade 19 to Crade 22 have
been distributed among
unqualified and preferred
officers, sidelining senior
and capable officials. He
alleged that junior and
incompetent officers were
given precedence over
more experienced and
deserving candidates,He

asserted that the only cri-

terion for promotion was
suppressing Imran Khan
and the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI). Officers who
supported the govern-
ment's authoritarian
actions against PTI were
rewarded with promo-
tions, while those who
refused to comply were
deliberately overlooked.
Barrister Dr. Saif further
stated that, driven by ani-
mosity towards Imran
Khan, the so-called ‘fake
government’ has brought
the bureaucracy to the
brink of destruction. He
warned that after control-
ling the judiciary, efforts
are now being made to
exert influence over the
bureaucracy as well.
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