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ISTANBUL: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
arrived at Dolmabahce Palace on Sunday to
meet Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan. On arrival at the place, the Turkiye
president greeted Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif. The meeting of the two leaders at the
delegation level has started.

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Muhammad Ishaq Dar, Chief of
Army Staff Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir,
Minister for Information and Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar and Special Assistant Tariq
Fatimi are attending the meeting.

Turkish president will host a dinner in
honour of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and the Pakistani delegation.

Earlier, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
arrived in Istanbul on Sunday evening, on a
two-day visit to Turkiye.

PM Shehbaz meets Turkish
President Erdogan in Istanbul
on first leg of four-nation tour

The prime minister's visit is to express|
gratitude to the people of Turkiye and espe-
cially President Recep Tayyip Erdogan for|
their unwavering support of Pakistan's prin-|
cipled position during the recent Pak-India|
tensions. Upon his arrival at Istanbul air-
port, he was received by Turkish Defense
Minister Yashar Guler, Governor Istanbul,
President of Pakistan-Turkiye Cultural
Association, Pakistan's Ambassador to
Turkiye, Consul General Istanbul, senior]
officials of the Turkish government and
Pakistani diplomats posted in Turkiye. The|
prime minister will visit Iran, Azerbaijan,
and Tajikistan till 3oth of this month.
During the visit, the prime minister will
have wide-ranging discussions with the|
leaders of these countries on entire range of]
issues, covering bilateral relations and mat-|
ters of regional and international impor-
tance.
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ISTANBUL: Prim akistan Mu

Sharif and Turkish President

of P:
Recep Tayyip Erdogan hold delegation level talk along with their respective delegations.

Security forces kill
ning Indian-spongored
terrorists in KP operations

AYESHA REHAN

India uses Afghanistan
against Pakistan: ISPR DG

SAMRA ATHRA

RAWALPINDI: The security forces killed nine
Indian-sponsored terrorists in three separate
engagements in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, said
ISPR.

According to the military’s media wing,
an intelligence-based operation was conduct-
ed by the security forces in Dera Ismail Khan,
on the reported presence of Indian sponsored
Khwarij.

During the operation, own troops effec-
tively engaged the khwarij location, and
after an intense fire exchange, four Indian-
sponsored khwarij were killed.

Another intelligence-based operation was
conducted in Tank district and in ensuing
fire exchange, two more Indian-sponsored
Khwarij were killed by the security forces.

In the third encounter that took place in
general area Bagh, Khyber district, own
troops successfully neutralised three more
Indian-sponsored khwarij. Weapons and
ammunition were also recovered from the
killed Indian-sponsored khwarij, who
remained actively involved in numerous ter-
rorist activities in these areas. Sanitisation
operations are being conducted to eliminate
any other terrorist found in the area, as the
security forces of Pakistan are determined to
wipe out the menace of Indian-sponsored ter-
rorism from the country.

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan
Army spokesperson
Lieutenant General
Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry
on Sunday stated that
India is using Afghanistan
against Pakistan and
urged Afghan brothers not
to provide sanctuary to ter-
rorists in their country
and not to become tools of
India.

Lt Gen Chaudhry, who
is the director general of
Inter-Service Public

Pakistan reserves
2,000 Megawatts
of power for
Bitcoin mining
~—_ JAVEDKHAN

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
has allocated 2,000
megawatts of surplus
electricity exclusively
for Bitcoin mining
and artificial intelli-

gence (AI) centres,
according to reports
here on Sunday.
According to the

Ministry of Finance,
this initiative is part
of the Pakistan Crypto
Council's broader digi-
tal transformation
strategy. In the first
phase, additional elec-

Relations, was interacting
with more than 2,500 stu-
dents from universities
across Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa during a
special session.

The ISPR DG stated
that the time has come for
Kashmir to become part of
Pakistan.

Addressing the stu-
dents, Lt Gen Chaudhry
said India thought it could
attack and  Pakistan
‘wouldn’t respond.

“But you all saw how
the nation stood united
behind the country. By the
will of Allah, a wall of iron
was formed, which nulli-
fied all the flawed strate-
gies of India and Modi,” he
added.

He said that falsehood
and truth cannot coexist.

"Some people thought
the army and the people
were distant from each
other — absolutely not.
The nation and the army

have always stood together
and will continue to do
s0," he continued.

Lt Gen Chaudhry told
the students that military
leadership decided to
respond to India and hit 26
locations.

They targeted
Muzaffarabad, where
seven-year-old Irtiza was
martyred due to shelling
on a brigade headquarters.
“We destroyed their entire
brigade headquarters in

Tespons

He said: "Afghanistan
is our brotherly neighbor-
ing Islamic country.
Pashtun Afghans are our
brothers — the problem
lies with the elite. India
pays and Dbuys off
Afghanistan’s elite, using
them against Pakistan.
We say to our Afghan
brothers: ‘do not give
sanctuary to terrorists,
and don’t become instru-
ments of India.

tricity will be reserved
specifically for Al
infrastructure  and
Bitcoin mining facili-
ties. The aim is to
monetise excess elec-
tricity that previously
went underutilised.
Officials believe this
step will open new
avenues for economic
growth and position
the country at the
forefront of digital
innovation.

Pakistan chose restraint,

PEAK POINT

despite nuclear capablhty

LAHORE: Senate Chairman Syed
Yousuf Raza Gilani has said that
during the recent Indian provo-
cations, the entire Pakistani
nation, along with all political
parties, demonstrated exem-
plary unity, which played a piv-
otal role in delivering a strong
and effective national response
to the enemy.

Talking to the media after
visiting the International Solar
Energy Exhibition at the Expo
Centre, here on Sunday, he said
that the bravery and profession-
alism of Pakistan’s armed forces
are acknowledged globally. He
stressed that despite being a
nuclear power, Pakistan
responded to Indian provoca-
tions with restraint and strate-
gic maturity. “Pakistan’s mea-
sured and well-thought-out
response has earned global
recognition for its wisdom and
composure,” he said.

Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani
extended heartfelt congratula-
tions to the entire nation for
demonstrating unity and play-
ing a vital role in shaping a cohe-
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sive national response. “The
credit for our firm and peaceful
strategy goes to the leadership,
armed forces, and the unity of
all political stakeholders,” he
added.

He said Pakistan remains
steadfast in its commitment to
peace and dialogue, consistently
prioritizing negotiations over
confrontation in resolving
regional issues. “We have never
taken any action that would
threaten the stability of the
region,” he said.

To a question on Balochistan,
he recalled that during his
tenure as Prime Minister, he
had clearly highlighted India’s
involvement in sponsoring ter-
rorism and unrest in the
province. “At that time, I pre-
sented evidence to international
forums and even Bollywood pro-
duced a film, The Accidental
Prime Minister, which indirect-
ly hinted at Indian policy contra-
dictions. This led India to show
willingness to engage in dia-
logue on core issues like

1alogue
: Gilani

Siachen, Kashmir, and interfer-
ence in Balochistan,” he said.

To another query, he said
Pakistan had called for a neutral
and independent investigation
into the Pahalgam attack, but
India refused.

He noted that India unilater-
ally suspended the Indus Waters
Treaty and blocked river flows,
actions that violate internation-
al law. “However, Pakistan’s
leadership and armed forces
responded firmly, demonstrat-
ing our full capability to defend
our sovereignty.

The armed forces acted deci-
sively and solely in self-
defense,” he added.

On domestic politics, the
senate chairman stressed the
need for national unity. He
declined to comment on PTI's
narrative, stating that their
cases are sub judice and will be
decided by courts. “We must
now focus on uniting the nation.
Political divisions must not
derail our shared goals,” he said.

Responding to a question on
the upcoming federal budget, he
called for maximum relief for
the common man.

Death toll rises to
eight in Khuzdar
school bus attack

PEAK POINT

QUETTA: Two more students, Sheema
Ibrahim and Muskan, succumbed to their
injuries while undergoing treatment after a
terrorist attack on a school bus in Khuzdar.

The deaths of the two children raised the
death toll to eight, security sources con-
firmed. The students were victims of a sui-
cide attack orchestrated by Indian-backed
terrorists. Among the martyrs are seven girls
and one boy, including Sania Soomro, Hifza
Kausar, Esha Saleem, Haider, Malaika, and
Sehr Saleem. Security officials stated that the
cowardly attack was planned on Indian soil,
holding the Indian state and its proxies
responsible for shedding the blood of inno-
cent schoolchildren. On May 21, a blast tar-
geted a school bus near Zero Point on the
National Highway in Khuzdar. It resulted in
the tragic deaths of seven children and a
teacher, and left 34 others injured.
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Paklstan s Bano Kousar
wins gold at Asian
Ju-Jitsu Championship

PEAK POINT

KARACHI: Pakistani athletes exhibited standout performance at the
Asian Ju-Jitsu Championship as Bano Kousar won gold after defeat-
ing her Indian opponent Richa Sharma in the women's 48-kilogram
contact ju-jitsu category.

Kousar's victory on Day 3 of the competition in Amman high-
lighted Pakistan's strong showing, which also included two bronze
medals earlier in the week.

Muhammad Ali Rashid and Muhammad Yousuf Ali took bronze
in the men's duo category, while Isra Waseem and Kainat Arif
secured bronze in the women's duo event.

Khalil Ahmed Khan, chairman of the Pakistan Ju-Jitsu
Federation, praised the team's success. “These aren't just medals,
they're proof that Pakistani athletes are world-class,” he said. "The
credit goes to the coaches, athletes and the entire support staff who
worked tirelessly.”

Tariq Ali, secretary general of both the Pakistan Ju-Jitsu
Federation and the South Asian Regional Ju-Jitsu Association, called
the win a milestone for the sport in Pakistan. "The passion and
courage displayed by our female and youth athletes are truly inspir-
ing," he said.

The championship, which features top competitors from across
Asia, concludes Monday. Pakistan's team aims to add to its medal
tally in the final events.

Arshad Nadeem
receives prestigious
‘Best Asian Athlete’ award

Lahore Qalandars crowned

PSL champions for third time

ARIF MEHMOOD KHAN

LAHORE: Lahore Qalandars
became the Pakistan Super
League (PSL) champions for
the third time after defeat-
ing Quetta Gladiators by six
wickets on Sunday.

In a thrilling chase of
202 runs, Lahore Qalandars
began aggressively with
Mohammad Naeem and
Fakhar Zaman laying a |
strong foundation. The duo
put together a 39-run open-
ing partnership, setting
the tone for the innings.

However, the partner-
ship was broken when
Fakhar was dismissed by
Abrar Ahmed after scoring
just 11 runs off 10 balls,
including two boundaries.

Abdullah Shafique then
joined Naeem at the crease,
and the pair quickly accel-
erated, hitting boundaries
and building a crucial sec-
ond-wicket partnership.

The 26-year-old was in
fiery form as he approached
his PSL 10 fifty, but his
innings came to an end

Usman Tariq,

missed Shafique. Shafique
played a fiery knock of 41

Sikandar Raza came to
the crease and started hit-
ting boundaries off
Mohammad Amir’s back-

and electing to bat first,
Quetta suffered an early
setback as captain Saud

who dis-

courtesy of Faheem Ashraf.

The opening batter
scored a valuable 47 runs
off 27 deliveries, featuring a
boundary and six sixes. His
dismissal ended the impor-
tant 46-run stand, with the
team positioned at 85 for 2
after 8.4 overs.

Abdullah Shafique con-
tinued to impress, forging
a 3o-run partnership with
Kusal Perera, who also con-
tributed important runs
with his eyes set on sur-
passing the target.

The partnership was

runs off 28 balls, including
four boundaries and a six,
with the team at 115 for 3 in
12.3 overs.

Perera and Bhanuka
Rajapaksa were scoring
runs but came under pres-
sure as Quetta Gladiators'
formidable bowling
restricted them with dot
balls, pushing the required
run rate past 10.

In the 17th over,
Mohammad Amir picked
up his first wicket, dis-
missing Rajapaksa, who
scored 14 off 16, leaving the

to-back deliveries, easing
the pressure with 47 runs
needed off 18 balls.

On the other hand, it
was Perera with the bat
who was easing the pres-
sure on the team’s shoul-
ders by notching up a bril-
liant fifty off 28 deliveries.

With just 13 overs
remaining in the final
over, Sikandar Raza hit the
winning runs with a four
and a six to seal the win
with one delivery remain-
ing.

Shakeel was dismissed by
Qalandars' skipper and left-
arm pacer Shaheen Afridi
for just fours runs off six
balls, leaving the
Gladiators at 17-1 in 2.4
overs.

Quetta's troubles con-
tinued in the next over
when  Salman  Mirza
removed Finn Allen for 12
off 11 deliveries, putting
the side under early pres-
sure.

However, a 38-run part-
nership between Rilee
Rossouw and Hasan Nawaz

SAMRA ATHA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s star javelin thrower and Olympian Arshad
Nadeem has been conferred with the Best Asian Athlete Award by
Asian Athletics.

The honour was conferred during an official ceremony held on
Sunday in the city of Gumi, South Korea. The award recognises
Arshad’s outstanding performances and contributions to athletics
in the Asian region.

Taking to his official X account, he wrote: "Honoured to receive
the 'best male athlete of Asia’ award by Asian Athletics. I am hum-
bled and recharged to give better performances."”

The ceremony took place following the Asian athletics meeting
in South Korea, highlighting his status as one of the continent’s top
athletes.

The event was attended by several dignitaries, including Major
General (retd) Muhammad Akram Sahi, Chairman of South Asian
Athletics, who was present at the meeting where the award was pre-

sented.

eventually broken by

side at 145-4 in 16.4 overs.

After winning the toss steadied the innings.

Babar Masih downs
Pankaj in Asia-
Oceania Q event

JAVED KHAN

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s Babar Masih is
through to the final round of Asia-Oceania
Q School event two in Bangkok following a
4-1victory over Pankaj Advani. According to

| information, Masih had already knocked

out the likes of Tian Pengfei and Peng
Yisong and his 4-1 defeat of Advani, high-
lighted by a break of 74 in the fourth frame,
leaves the 38-year-old one more win away
from a place on the World Snooker Tour.
This victory is a proud moment for
Pakistan, which has produced world-class

highest level of
professional
snooker,

PCB announces ticket prices for
Pakistan- Bangladesh series

RIZWAN HAIDER "
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ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan|
Cricket Board (PCB) on|

Pakistan
Bangladesh, scheduled from|
May 28 to June 1 at Lahore’s[§if¥
Gaddafi Stadium.

Three T20ls will be played
on May 28, May 30 and June 1,
with the first ball set to be
bowled at 8pm PST.

Tickets will be available to—
fans from May 25 onwards at centres of a private courier company,
the cricket board said in a statement.

In the first phase, tickets will be available tomorrow at the cen-
tres located at Davis Road and Gulberg, Lahore.

To encourage fans to come to the ground, affordable prices have
been set for the matches. The general enclosures (Hanif Mohammad,
Imtiaz Ahmed, Inzamam-ul-Haq and Saeed Ahmed) at the Gaddafi
Stadium will be available to fans at Rs200.

The first-class enclosures (Abdul Hafeez Kardar, Abdul Qadir,
Javed Miandad and Sarfaraz Nawaz) will be available at Rs300, while
the premium enclosures (Rajas and Saeed Anwar) will be available to
fans at Rsgoo.

The VIP enclosures (Fazal Mahmood and Imran Khan) will be
available to fans at Rs500.
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Pakistan drop Azhar Mahmood in fresh
coaching line-up for Bangladesh T2o0Is

MUHAMMAD USMAN

5 " the crucial role.
ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Cricket Board

(PCB) has announced a new coaching staff
and management for the forthcoming
Twenty2o0l series against Bangladesh, start-
ing next week. Surprisingly, assistant coach
Azhar Mahmood is not part of the coaching

backroom leadership.

However, the board did not consider him for Gaddafi Stadium,

These changes come as Pakistan prepare
to face Bangladesh in the T20l series, sig- Wednesday, the second on Friday and the
nalling a significant overhaul in the team's

All three T20Is will be held at Lahore’s

concluding on June 1.
The first T2o0l

8:00pm local time.

starting on May 28 and

final on Sunday. All matches will begin at

Originally, Bangladesh was scheduled to

arrive in Pakistan on May 21 in two groups,
with a five-match T20lI series planned to
begin on May 25 in Faisalabad. However,
logistical adjustments and security consid-
erations led to a revised three-match series,
all to be hosted in Lahore, following the revi-
sion of the schedule in the wake of a recent

will be played on

staff.

Mike Hesson of New Zealand will take
over as head coach, the PCB said. Among the
other important postings are Hanif Malik as
the batting coach and Ashley Noffke of
Australia as the bowling coach. On the other
hand, the team manager is now Naveed
Akram Cheema.

The new support staff also includes
Mohammad Masroor as the fielding coach,
Cliff Deacon as the physiotherapist, and
Imranullah as the strength and condition-
ing coach. The team management will also
comprise a team analyst, team doctor, secu-
rity manager, masseur, and media manag-
er.

This series marks the beginning of
Hesson's tenure as the white-ball head coach
of Pakistan men’s cricket, after he was
appointed by the PCB for the said role on
May 13, replacing Agib Javed.

Mahmood, who previously held the role
of bowling coach, had expressed his interest
in taking up the role, stating that he would
apply for the post of head coach.

“I'm definitely going to apply for the
Pakistan team head coach role,” Mahmood
stated in an interview earlier this month.

-

*

standoff between Pakistan and India.

The first group of the Bangladesh cricket
team has arrived in Lahore for the three-
match Tz20 International series against
Pakistan.

The initial 10-member squad includes
players Hasan Mahmud, Mohammad Tanvir
Islam, and Parvez Hossain Emon. Tanzim
Hasan Sakib and members of the support
staff are also part of the first batch to reach
the city.

Bangladesh players are set to arrive in
three groups for the upcoming series. Both
teams will train at Lahore’s Gaddafi Stadium
on May 26 and 27, ahead of the opening fix-
ture. Captains of both sides will also hold a
pre-match press conference on May 27.

The PCB announced a 16-member squad
for the T20l series, with Salman Ali Agha
named captain and Shadab Khan as vice-cap-
tain. The selection is based on performances
in the ongoing PSL X.

The squad includes Hasan Ali, Fakhar
Zaman, Saim Ayub, Faheem Ashraf,
Hussain  Talat, Sahibzada  Farhan,
Mohammad Wasim Junior, and Naseem
Shah. Notable exclusions are former captain
Babar Azam, Mohammad Rizwan, and
Shaheen Shah Afridi.
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Ministry of Science Hit by 58 Inqu1r1es
COMSATS University Tops List with 37 Cases

NADEEM TANOLI

ISLAMABAD: COMSATS
University Islamabad (CUI)
has emerged as the focal
point of accountability con-
cerns in Ministry of Science
and Technology, with the
highest number of formal
inquiries—37 in total—initi-
ated over the past three
years. These cases form part
of a broader pattern of 58
inquiries across four major
public sector organizations
under the Ministry of
Science and Technology,
exposing persistent issues
related to misconduct,
financial irregularities, and
administrative lapses.The
investigations target key
institutions including CUI,

the Pakistan Standards and
Quality Control Authority
(PSQCA), the Pakistan
Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (PCSIR),
and the Pakistan Science
Foundation (PSF). While sev-
eral inquiries have been
completed, many remain
ongoing or are under judicial
review.At COMSATS
University Islamabad, thirty
inquiries have reached a
"Completed" or "Concluded”
stage. These include cases
where final reports have
been submitted, references
sent to the Senate, or admin-
istrative actions taken.
Among the notable inci-
dents is the controversial
quiz paper circulated at the

Islamabad campus in

December 2022, which has
been concluded with recom-
mendations shared with the
Higher Education
Commission and relevant
ministries. Four inquiries
remain “Ongoing,” particu-
larly at the Lahore campus,
where most cases relate to
unauthorized absences and
disciplinary breaches.
Additionally, three other
cases—primarily involving
faculty members who
received university-funded
higher education abroad and
subsequently absconded—
are classified as “Subjudice”
due to pending court pro-
ceedings.The Pakistan
Standards and Quality

Control Authority (PSQCA)
reported two inquiries. One
concerning recruitment
anomalies from 2017 has
been completed, while
another broader investiga-
tion—focused on salary-
related issues and recruit-
ment irregularities—is still
being actively pursued by
the National Accountability
Bureau (NAB).PCSIR was the
subject of twelve separate
inquiries. Five of these have
been completed, involving
cases such as the issuance of
fake laboratory reports and
equipment theft. Seven oth-
ers remain ongoing, includ-
ing one involving harass-
ment allegations against a
senior officer, and several

others relating to unautho-
rized absences and misman-
agement. Some proceedings
have been stalled due to
court-imposed stay orders.
At the Pakistan Science
Foundation (PSF), seven
inquiries were initiated.
Three have been decided by
the courts, including cases
of alleged financial embez-
zlement that resulted in the
compulsory retirement of
senior officials. Four cases
remain pending, covering
charges such as vandalism,
concealment of facts, and a
harassment case currently
before the Islamabad High
Court. In total, 39 of the 58
inquiries across these orga-
nizations have been catego-

rized as “Completed,”
“Concluded,” or “Decided by
Court.” Twelve remain
“Ongoing,” and seven are
either “Pending” or
“Subjudice,” indicating
incomplete  proceedings.

These findings were dis-
closed in a written reply by
Federal Minister for Science
and Technology Khalid
Hussain Magsi in response
to an Un-Starred Question by
MNA Sher Afzal Khan in the
National Assembly. The law-
maker had sought a detailed
account of all inquiries
undertaken across the
Ministry's departments over
the last three years, as well
as the reasons for procedural
delays.

Bunyan Al Marsoos Dinner by

Removing encroachments
from Covernment Housing

Field Marshal in Rawalpmdl

REPORT WAJIHA TAMSEEL

dinner was hosted by Field
Marshal Syed Asim Munir,
NI(M), Chief of Army Staff, on
24 May 2025 in Rawalpindi to honour
the political leadership, steadfast

Chief of Army Staff expressed pro-
found gratitude to the political lead-
ership for their strategic foresight
during Marka-e-Haq and lauded the
seamless inter-services coordination
that ensured operational success in

a top priority, says FGEHA

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Director  of
Enforcement and Vigilance at
the  Federal Government

He emphasized that all offi-
cers of the Enforcement and
Vigilance Wing had been
directed to sustain anti-
encroachment efforts without

commitment of the Armed Forces,
and the indomitable spirit of the
people of Pakistan as demonstrated

Operation
The distin-
guished gathering was graced by the
Honourable President of Pakistan,
Mr. Asif Ali Zardari; the Honourable
Prime Minister, Mr. Muhammad
Deputy Prime
Minister;
Chairman Senate; Speaker National
Ministers;
Ministers;
Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff
Committee; Chief of Air & Naval

during Marka-e-Hagq,
Bunyanum Marsoos.

Shehbaz
Minister/

Sharif;
Foreign

Federal
Chief

Assembly;
Governors;

ernment officials;
cers from the

the

] L
Staff; senior leadership of major
political parties; high-ranking gov-
and senior offi-
three Services.
Participants paid tribute to the saga-
cious leadership that steered the
nation through a defining moment,
hailed the courage and sacrifice of
the Armed Forces, and commended
resolute patriotism of the
Pakistani people.In his remarks, the

tists,

sion.

| Operation Bunyanum Marsoos.He
further acknowledged the unwaver-
ing role of Pakistani youth and
media in countering the disinforma-
tion campaign waged by India,
describing them as a ‘steel wall’
against malign propaganda. The
COAS also commended the outstand-
ing contributions of Pakistani scien-
engineers,
whose professionalism and resolve | (
proved critical during the con-
flict. The evening stood as a powerful
affirmation of national unity and
the collective resolve to advance
with renewed strength and cohe-

and diplomats,

Employees Housing Authority
(EGEHA),

ernment residential projects
remained a top priority, with a
strictly enforced zero-tolerance
policy.

In an exclusive interview
with APP on Sunday, Colonel
R) Azhar Saeed stated that, in
line with the vision of FGEHA
Director General Captain (R)
Muhammad Zafar Igbal, indis-
criminate operations against
encroachments were actively
underway.

Colonel (R) Azhar

exception. Assistant Director

Saeed, emphasized that elimi- ?Ifigiltah:ce E"‘g’il:geme’gawzr;g
ti h ts i 5 3 2
nating encroachments in gov Kakar, informed APP that

commercial centers in Sectors
G-13 and G-14 have been com-

pletely cleared of encroach-

ments.

He further stated that a
week-long crackdown in these
sectors’ commercial areas led
to the removal of illegally con-
structed structures,
and encroachments obstruct-
ing public pathways and com-
mercial spots.

stalls,

Opinion & Editorial

The Army Chief's Take on the ‘Forwarded as Received’ Mindset

Abdul Basit Alvi

T a recent speech at a forum,
Army Chief General Asim Munir
highlighted the importance of
verifying information before shar-
ing it, referencing a verse from the
Holy Quran to emphasize his point.
He cited Surah Al-Hujurat, verse 6,
‘which instructs believers to inves-
tigate any news—particularly
when it comes from a source of
qumnmb]e mtengAto avoid

bling trend in Pakistan, where
certain individuals and groups
spread information with a "for-
warded as received" mindset,
‘without any verification. He noted
that this behavior goes against the
mletead'nngoﬂs]am Inlslam, the

ofinformationisnota

Qma-a Eye

Abdul Basit Alvi

causing harm to others—be it
through words, actions, or false
accusations—is considered a major
sin. Fitnah (chaos, conflict, or dis-
condemned,

tion, or livelihood. Furthermore,
thepnnclpleof“en]ammggpodand
evil” (amr bil ma’muf wa

nahi ‘anil munkar) applies to the
i ing false

digitalworldaswell. Spreading
formation, especially

isadear violation of this principle. If

one sees others sharing unverified

news, 1tbemmsmelrduwtocor-
rect it—respectfully and

based on knowledge and truth.
Islam places a great emphasis on
hcmsr.y amuunmblhty, and social

stating that it can be worse than
killing in some contexts (Quran
2:191). A small, false piece of news

Tuin reputations, destroy fam-
ilies, ignite community tensions,

and even endanger lives. Moreover,
Islam categorically prohibits back-

trivial act—it carries moral, social,
and spiritual weight. As followers of
a faith that emphasizes justice,
truthfulness, and accountability,
Muslims are instructed to uphold
the highest standards when it
comes to sharing knowledge or
news. In an age where information
spreadsathghmmgspeedﬂ-nrough

media, messaging apps, and
onlmeplal:fccms the principles set
forth in Islamic teachings become
‘more relevant than ever. One of the
central ethical concerns in Islam is
spreading news without verifica-
tion, which thereligion firmly dis-

courages and, in some cases,

‘upon or relaying it to others. The
verse quoted by Army Cheif encap-
sulates a profound ethical princi-
ple: the duty of verification. It
teaches believers to pause, reflect,
and examine the credibility of any
news or report before reacting or

Dbiting (gh 1d slander (buh-
tan), Doth of whxch can arise from

made without evidence, carries
even graver inIslamic

wueultcm-nsmthe
spread of i

Spreading
news without verification is not a
lightmatterinlslam—itisa behav-
ior that can lead to serious spiritual
consequencesand worldly harm. In
a time when rumors can go viral
‘within seconds, the timeless guid-
ance of the Quran and Sunnah
serves as a powerful reminder:
Speak the truth, verify before you
act, and always be conscious of the
impact your words have on others.
AMuslim mustbea beacon of truth

theQul’an “And donotpursue that
of which you have no knowledge.
Indeed, the hearing, the sight and
thzheart—abouta]lﬂmse[ane]mll

lawandlsoonmderedapurusha]ﬂe
offense both in this world and the
hereafter. Another relevant concept
is tagwa (CGod-consciousness). A
person who possesses tagwa is
always mindful of their words and
deeds, knowing that everything
they say or do is recorded by the
angels and will be judged by Allah.
Before sharing news, a believer with
taqwa will ask: Is this true? Is this
Dbeneficial? Is this fair? Will this
harm someone? The answer to
'Ihlsmmdﬁ:]ms:swhatsepaxates

be " (Quran 17:36)n
Islam,theactufspmdmgunven—
fied information is not taken
lightly. The religion p]ams great
emphasis on truthfulness, j

and social harmony, andthe care-
less transmission of news—espe-
cially falseorunverified news—can
lead to serious consequences both in
From the Qur'an to the teachings of
the Prophet Muhammad PBUH,

the careless from the c
inIslam. Inasociety inundated with
information—some accurate,

meslghtandmehzart—aboutaﬂ
those [one] will be

(Surah Allsra, 17:36). ThISVE[Se
wamsthatapexsonwﬂlbehﬂd

they

along without certainty or knowl-
edge. Islam teaches that every
e presented to a person on the Day
of Judgment. If someone spreads a
false report that causes harm to
others, they bear the sin of that
harm. The Prophet Muhammad
PBUH said: "A man utters a word
thoughtlessly (i.e., without think-
ing of its consequences), and as a
result of it, he will fall into the
Hellfire deeper than the distance
Dbetween the east and the west."—
(Sahih al-Bukhari, Hadith 6477).
This hadith emphasizeshowa sin-
gle carelessword or unverified piece
cfnmsmn]eadtomunmsepun—
ishment if it results in harm or
misguidance. One of the most
well-known examples of the con-
sequencesofspteadmg

is the incident of the slander
(alIﬂ()agamStAlsha(RA),themfe
of the Prophet Muhammad PBUH.
In this incident, false rumors were
spread about her character. The
and

Nur (Chapter 24) condemning those
who propagated the lie without
evidence: "When you received it
with your tongues and said with
your mouths that of which you had
no knawlﬁdge and you thought it
‘while it was, in

son accuses another of
or adultery without presenting four
reliable witnesses, Allah says: "And
those who launch a charge against
chaste women, and produce not
four witnesses (to support their
allegation)fﬂog them with
eighty stripes; and reject their evi-
dence ever after: for such men are
wicked  transgressors."

(Surah An-Nur, z44)'[1-nslawwas
not only applied during the time of
the Prophet PBUH but also during
thenﬂeofthenghtemjs(zhphsand

within the Muslim community. In
response to their actions, Allah
Tevealed the following: "If the hyp-
ocrites, and those in whose hearts
is disease, and those who spread
false news among the people of
Medina, do not stop, We will surely
mﬂteyuuagamstthem then they
will not remain your nmgh

‘therein except for a little.” —(Surah
Al-Ahzab, 33:60). According to
scholars, this verse signaled a
warning of banishment or even
execution if the hypocrites contin-
ued to spread lies and destabilize
the society. While the Prophet
PBUH exercised mercy and
Testraint, th]svexsel]lus\:mtshuw

spzmdmeﬁ]sehnodmmoutven—
fication were publicly rebuked,
and some were subjected to the
mns}mmtof&olashfsfnrs]anda
(gadhf), which is the Islamic legal
punishment for accusing someone

law implemented strict policies
regarding the of unverified
Tnews, especially if it involved repu-
tations, governance, or public
. If someone’s rumors led to
clvnluntest they could be punished
under ta'zr (discretionary punish-

dbythe

small rumor have multiplied due to
its far-reaching effects. The Prophet
PBUH said: "Whoever believes in
Allahamimel.astDayshou]dspeak
or remain silent." —
(Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih
Muslim) This simple yet powerful
hadith reminds believers to weigh
thelr words carefully and avoid
and news—
speaa]ly when it is unveuﬁed or
harmfullt is dear that
unverified information is not only
harmful but also fundamema]ly at
odds with both Islamic
and the principles upheld by civi-
lized societies. Unfortunately,
there is a growing disconnect from
the core values of Islam, which
emphasme truth, justice, and
. At the same time,
rather than leammg from the
positive aspects of developed
societies—such as their com-
mitment to accuracy and
accountability—we too often
imitate the negative influ-
ences of their cultures.To con-
front these challenges, a col-
lective effort is needed. The
government, media, and citi-
zens must embrace more
responsible and informed
practices. This includes pro-
moting digital literacy,
enforcing stricter regulations
on the dissemination of mis-
information, and applying
meaningful penalties to those
who deliberately spread false-
hoods.Only through unity
and shared responsibility can
Pakistan protect its national
security and move toward long-
term stability and peace. The

passing italong. The contextof this  much ofitfalse—Muslimsarecalled  under Islamic law. The gravest (Surah An-Nur, 24:4). This case ment by the judge), dependingon  recent statement by the Army
versewasa real indident during the  to act as filters rather than funnels, Punishment  for becameaf precedentin  the level of harm caused. These Chief regarding the dangers of
Prophet Muhammad’s time, Instead of simply forwarding what unverified or false news is spiri-  Islamic law, highlighting the seri-  punishments could include fines, spreading unverified news has
where misinformation could have  wereceive, weareexpected toverify, tual and reserved for the afterlife.  ous consequences of circulating —imprisonment, public sharnmg or Dbeen widely welcomed across
led to a serious conflict. The divine  assess, and confirm. Islamic schol- ~ The Qur'an repeatedly warns about rumors without evidence.  even corporal punishment in the nation. There is a strong
instruction that followed served not  ars have consistently gmpms,zﬂd the dangers of speaking without InIslamicjurisprudence, oneof the  cases. Even if a person scapa public demand to take firm
just to prevent one incident, but to knowledge or passing along harshest worldly punishments for ~ worldly punishment, Islam teaches  action—making Pakistan a res-
a timeless rule: do not act untuths. Allah says: "And do not ~ spreading ified accusations is  that they remainaccountableinthe  olute state that holds wrongdo-
onunverified information, asitcan  report, pursue that of which you have no  the hadd punishment for gadhf sight of Allah for the ers and anti-state elements
lead toinjusticeandregret. Inlslam,  another person’s honor, reputa- knowledge. Indeed, the hearing, (slander). This applieswhena per-  of their words. The Prophet PBUH  accountable under the law.
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India hatchesconsiacy agangtPakitan, pushes
FATF 0] Inchde Isamabd in rey list again

(S
ARSHAD MALIK

ISLAMABAD: India has start-
ed conspiring to economical-
ly weaken Pakistan as Delhi
planned to force the
Financial Action Task Force
(FATF), a global financial
crime watchdog, to add
Islamabad to its “grey list"
again, and oppose upcoming
World Bank funding to its
arch rival.

British News agency
Reuters quoted a top Indian
government source as saying
that Delhi would not miss
any opportunity "in oppos-
ing Pakistan and the next
one is funding by World
Bank, and we will raise our
protest there too." Pakistani
diplomatic sources and polit-
ical analysts castigated India
for not only initiating a false
global propaganda campaign

against Pakistan but also
making efforts to put
Islamabad in the FATF grey
list. Sources say the dossier
presented by India to the
FATF is based on unfounded
allegations, aimed at
putting financial pressure
on Pakistan and obstructing
its economic development.
India is alarmed Dby
Pakistan’s economic recov-
ery and progress, they
added. Political observers
note that India has strongly
opposed the $20 billion
development projects
approved by the World Bank
for Pakistan, further reveal-
ing its malicious intentions.
Analysts say India is
attempting to  deprive
Pakistan of financial assis-
tance to halt the develop-
ment process and create
internal instability in the

country. Experts state that
India is engaged in interna-
tional conspiracies against
Pakistan in order to main-
tain its hegemony in the
region. All these actions
reflect political hostility and
a desire to damage
Pakistan’s global reputation.

Experts say that India is
trying to mislead the world
on false pretexts while
Islamabd adheres to interna-

tional laws.
Pakistani  authorities

have appealed to the inter-
national community not to
fall for India’s false propa-
ganda and to acknowledge
Pakistan’s positive initia-
tives for promoting peace in
the region.

Pakistan was taken off
the FATF grey list in 2022,
giving it a clean bill of health
on terrorist financing and
boosting its reputation
among lenders.

The FATF's grey list
places a country under
increased monitoring until
it has rectified identified
flaws in its financial system.

IMEF director Julie Kozack
had on May 22 said at a press
conference in Washington
that Pakistan had met all of
its targets and made
progress on reforms, leading
the board to approve the pro-
gramme last year.

Interior Minister chairs key meeting
on Islamabad's Administration

JAVED KHAN

and Ma

System (LIMS) and satel-

ISLAMABAD: Federal

reforms.

The meeting was

Secretary.

A major decision was taken to launch an
immediate crackdown against illegal con-

structions in Islamabad.

Nagqvi ordered strict action against unap-
proved housing structures and unauthorized
housing societies, emphasizing a zero-toler-

ance policy.

“All relevant officers must ensure strict
implementation of this policy,” Naqvi said,
directing the use of the Land Information

Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi chaired an important meeting
in the capital, focusing on urban manage-
ment, law enforcement, and administrative

attended
Islamabad’s Chief Commissioner, Inspector
General of Police, Deputy Commissioner,
DIGs, SPs, ACs, Minister of State for Interior
Talal Chaudhry, and the Federal Interior

ment,

by

Eid-ul-Azha.

lite mapping to prevent any illegal develop-

Nagyvi stressed that providing world-class
services to the residents of Islamabad must
be the top priority.

He urged the police and administration
to improve their image through public trust
and proactive service delivery.

“The safety of citizens’ lives and property
must not be compromised,”
instructing SPs and ACs to perform their
duties actively.

He also called for new initiatives from
officers to improve public convenience,
promising full support for their implemen-
tation. “This mission must be pursued with
full commitment and national spirit,” Naqvi
added. The Interior Minister also directed
effective price control of essential commodi-
ties and special cleanliness measures during

he said,

Rich tributes
paid to Pak
Navy during
PSL X final

LAHORE: Rich trib-
utes were paid to the
officers and jawans of
the Pakistan Navy in

the innings break
during the PSL X final
played between
Lahore Qalandars
and Quetta
Gladiators at the
Gaddafi Stadium,
here on Sunday
night.

A special ceremo-
ny marked by perfor-
mances by renowned

singers like Abrar
Ahmed showed soli-
darity with  the

Pakistan Naval force.
The ceremony was
attended by Chief of

the Naval Staff
Admiral Naveed
Ashraf, Federal
Finance Minister
Muhammad
Aurangzeb, Us

embassy Islamabad
Charge D’affaires

Natalie Baker, senior
civil and military
leadership were pre-
sent on the occasion.

Chairman
Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) Mohsin
Nagvi welcomed the
distinguished guests
at the Gaddafi stadi-
um.

Shutter-down in

interior Sindh;

JSQM protesters
arrested

PEAK POINT

KARACHI: Workers of
Jeay Sindh Qaumi
Mahaz (JsQm;
observed a shutter-
down strike against
relevant officials for
not handing over the
dead body of martyred
Irfan Leghari across
Sindh on Sunday. The
protest demonstra-
tions were held in
Moro, Larkana,
Nawab Shah, Thatta,
and Obaro. All petrol
pumps in the city are
closed, and protest
demonstrations were
held in different cities

—

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi chairing a high-
level meeting.

of Sindh. In Obaro, all

i centres,
including Shahi
Bazar, Subhan Allah
Market, and Main
Road Market, were
closed on the call of
Sindh Qaumi Mahaz
President Bashir
Khan Qureshi.

The protesters
demanded that rele-
vant officials that a
case should be regis-
tered against those
who kidnapped and
later killed Irfan
Leghari. A similar
kind of demonstra-
tion was also held in
Sakrand, Qazi
Ahmad, Daur, Nawab
Shah, and other cities
of the province. The
traffic on roads is too
low, and all business
centres are already
closed. Heavy contin-
gents of police deput-
ed in these areas to
tackle any untoward
incident.

Govt focuses on power
sector indigenisation to

PEAK PO
ISLAMABAD: Federal

from
dence to export-driven —

growth, with a strong focus on
indigenisation in the power sec-
tor. In a video link address at a
National Consultative Workshop
on Power Sector Indigenisation
organized by the National Grid
Company of Pakistan (NGC) in
collaboration  with  Lahore
University of Management
Sciences (LUMS), the minister
said the government is commit-
ted to building strong linkages
between the energy sector,
industry, and technical experts
to enhance local capabilities. He

announced the launch of
Pakistan’s first Power
Equipment Manufacturing

Dashboard—a real-time digital
platform aimed at tracking local

production, vendor perfor-
mance, and strategic investment
opportunities.

Leghari said the dashboard
would promote transparency and
data-driven decision-making in
the sector, helping monitor
progress on localisation and
identify future opportunities.
“Policy-making will now be guid-
ed by reliable data,” he added.

The minister also confirmed
that the restructuring of the
National Transmission and
Dispatch Company (NTDC) is
underway, while the establish-
ment of the Independent System

boost exports Leghan

and Market Operator (ISMO) has
been completed. The Energy
Infrastructure Development and
Management Company will also
be activated soon, he added.

Leghari emphasized that the
“Made in Pakistan” label on
power equipment would become
a symbol of national progress, as
the country moves toward self-
reliance and sustainable energy
solutions. He said local manufac-
turing of energy sector equip-
ments mark a major milestone
and will significantly reduce
import reliance.

He noted that the energy sec-
tor is witnessing rapid growth in
generation capacity, but is also
facing new challenges due to
evolving technologies.

Speaking on renewable ener-
gy, Leghari said the solar energy
revolution has already begun in
Pakistan, though it also poses
integration challenges for the
grid. He urged distribution com-
panies to manage net metering
carefully while adopting new
solar technologies.

The minister also praised the
Energy Data Portal developed
under LUMS, calling it a valuable
tool for all stakeholders. He said
the government is setting specif-
ic timelines for achieving vari-
ous energy targets.

Death toll rises as
severe storm, rain

lives and 101 suffered
injuries in rain-related
incidents.

Accordmg to
sources, various areas of Lahore
received light to moderate rain-

11,

2

Areas like Upper Mall,
Lakshmi Chowk, Mughalpura,
Tajpura, and Chowk Nakhuda
recorded around 1 mm of rain.

Light showers were reported
from Jail Road, Airport, Gulberg,
and Nishtar Town, whereas
heavy downpours in areas like
Pani Wala Talab, Farukhabad,
Gulshan Ravi, Igbal Town,
Samanabad, and Johar Town led
to power outages.

Strong winds and rain also
disrupted the electricity supply
in several areas.

Many areas in Lahore experi-
enced blackout resultantly.

The Orange Line Metro Train
service was also suspended, and
stations were evacuated as a pre-
cautionary measure.

In  Raiwind Road mnear
Bhobtian Chowk, two people—
25-year-old Usman and 20-year-
old Hasnain—were injured when
a wall collapsed due to strong
winds. They were shifted to a
local hospital.

Meanwhile, the storm caused
the roof and wall of a mud house
to collapse, injuring six people in
Attock.

As many as 8 people were

lash parts of Pun] ab

injured in Gujranwala due to the
collapse of walls and signboards.

Three people were dead in
Jhelum due to rain-related inci-
dents.

Several solar panels and
hoardings were reported to have
fallen, damaging vehicles and
motorcycles.

PDMA issues high alert

Meanwhile, the Provincial
Disaster Management Authority
(PDMA) issued high alert after
strong winds and rain hit several
parts of Punjab on Saturday.

According to the PDMA
spokesperson, all  District
Emergency Operation Centers
have been put on alert.

The people have also been
urged to exercise caution and
stay away from electric poles,
hanging wires and dilapidated
structures.

The PDMA emphasized that
people should seek shelter in safe
locations during such situation
and avoid going outside during
the rain.

Earlier, the dark clouds cov-
ered the sky in Lahore with
severe dust storm and winds.

Punjab Chief  Minister
Maryam Nawaz also directed the
authorities to remain alert in the
rainy weather.

Minister Junaid Anwar Chaudhry unveils
scholarship initiative for coastal communities

MOHSIN ALI

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Maritime
Affairs, Muhammad Junaid
Anwar Chaudhry has
announced the launch of the
Maritime Educational
Endowment Fund (MEEEF) to
provide scholarships to
coastal communities’ deserv-
ing and talented children.

In a statement on
Sunday, the minister stated
that the MEEF aims to pro-
mote inclusive development
by enabling access to quality
education for youth from
over 70 coastal and fishing
communities, particularly in
the provinces of Sindh and
Balochistan. “This initiative

port long-term educational

need for intervention,

mendations of the National
Assembly Standing
Committee on Maritime
Affairs, reflects the govern-
ment’s broader commitment
to education-driven empow-

will help cultivate a skilled
maritime workforce essen-
tial for the country’s future,”
he noted.

He said the creation of
the fund is based on recom-

erment in coastal regions.

“The Maritime
Educational ~ Endowment
Fund underscores our dedica-
tion to sustainable human
capital development,” said
Junaid Anwar Chaudhry. “By
investing in coastal youth
today, we are laying the
foundation for a resilient
and prosperous maritime
sector tomorrow.”

To finance the MEEF, the
Ministry will restructure
Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) contri-
butions from organizations
operating under its jurisdic-
tion. This redirection of CSR
resources aims to create a
centralized and sustainable
funding mechanism to sup-

opportunities. The Minister
also announced the forma-
tion of a dedicated oversight
committee, responsible for
ensuring transparency, equi-
table scholarship distribu-
tion, and strong monitoring
and evaluation frameworks.
In its initial phase, the MEEF
will target students of
coastal regions, with plans
to expand nationally,
enabling more students
across the country to benefit
from the initiative. “This
initiative represents our
vision of an educated,
empowered, and thriving
maritime community,” the
Minister added.
Highlighting the urgent

Minister Chaudhry cited
data from recent education
surveys showing school
dropout rates exceeding 40
percent among children in
coastal regions—particularly
in remote districts of Sindh
and Balochistan due to
financial constraints and
inadequate educational
infrastructure. “The MEEF is
more than just a scholarship
programme; it is a strategic
investment in the future of
Pakistan’s maritime sector,”
the Minister said. “It sym-
bolizes our enduring com-
mitment to ensuring that no
capable student is left
behind due to economic
hardship.”




