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Protection of minorities’ rights focus

ARIF MEHMOOD KHAN

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister ~ Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on

Wednesday said the coun-
try’s fundamental agenda
of development and pros-
perity hinges upon the
protection of the rights of
Christian community and
other minorities.
Addressmg an event
held in connection with
Christmas celebrations
here at the PM House, he
extended cordial felicita-
tions to the Christian
community in the coun-
try and the world. .
PM Shehbaz Sharif
underscored that the day
demanded the nation to
join its forces for the bet-
terment of mankind.
“The Holy Quran has a

mention  of
Christ
Hazrat

revered
Jesus
and

Maryam (PBUH),

Today, the birthplace
of Prophet Jesus Christ is
tainted in bloodbath and
thousands of Palestinians
including children,
youth, elderly and women
have been killed. All
Christians and Muslims
should unite and join
forces to stop this blood-
shed and uphold the mis-
sion of peace of Jesus
Christ in Palestine’s holy
land,” the PM urged.

He acknowledged that
the Christian community
rendered indelible contri-
butions in the indepen-
dence, betterment of the
nation's education,
defence, and protection of

the motherland in differ-
ent wars that would be
remembered in golden
words, adding, *“Cecil
Chaudhary and Justice

Cornelius are known to
everyone.” PM Shehbaz
noted that he and his
elder  brother Mian
Muhammad Nawaz

“Sharif had also graduated

from missionary schools
whose teachers played a
critical role in grooming
their personalities. “We

should promote unity,
interfaith harmony and
tolerance in the society to
ensure protection of the
rights of the minorities
and ensure that they con-
sider themselves as a
respected member of the
society.

Pakistan belongs to all
and we should celebrate
this day as a more revered
occasion as it is the birth-
day of Jesus Christ, and
Quaid e Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah as
well,” sShehbaz Sharif
said. The prime minister
quoted Quaid-e-Azam’s
statement saying,
“Protection and promo-
tion of minorities rights
has been our top priority.
You all are the proud citi-
zens of Pakistan.

of Pakistan’s fundamental ageda PM

Security forces
eliminate 13 terrorists in
§-Waziristan gunbattle

HUMA REHAN

RAWALPINDI: As many as
13 Khawarij were killed in
a gunbattle with security
forces personnel in South
Waziristan District.

According to an ISPR
press release which was
issued on Wednesday, the
security forces conducted
an intelligence-based
operation in general area
Sararogha, South
Waziristan District on
reported presence of
khawarij terrorists on the
night between December
24 and 25.

During the conduct of
the operation, troops
effectively engaged
khawarij location, as a
result of which, 13
khawarij were sent to

hell. Killed khawarij
remained actively
involved in numerous ter-
rorist activities against
the security forces as well
as killing of innocent
civilians, the ISPR state-
ment said and added, a
sanitization operation
was carried out to elimi-
nate any other Khawarij
found in the area, as
security forces of
Pakistan were deter-
mined to wipe-out the
menace of terrorism from
the country. The latest
operation came days after
Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) had
claimed a raid on an army
outpost near the border
with Afghanistan, which
Pakistani officials said
martyred 16 soldiers.

COAS joins Christian community
to celebrate Chrlstmas

SAMRA ATHAR

RAWALPINDI:
Underscoring the spirit of
inclusivity and harmony,
Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) General Syed Asim
Munir, NI (M) joined the
Christian community in
celebrating  Christmas
here Wednesday at St.

Joseph's Catholic
Cathedral Church.
The congregation

extended a warm wel-
come to the COAS,
expressing gratitude for
his presence and solidari-
ty during this cherished
occasion, said a news
release issued by Inter-

Services Public Relations
(ISPR).

On this festive day,
the COAS conveyed his
heartfelt Christmas greet-
ings to the Christian com-
munity across the nation.

He emphasized that
Christmas serves as a pro-
found reminder of the
universal values of com-
passion, generosity, and
goodwill—principles that
bind our diverse society
together.

He further acknowl-
edged the remarkable
contributions of
Minorities and  the
Christian community to

Pakistan's cultural,
social, economic and
national progress, which
remain a source of pride

and strengrh for the
nation.

During the occasion,
General Asim Munir also

paid a solemn tribute to
the founder of the nation,
Quaid-e-Azam
‘Muhammad Ali Jinnah.

He highlighted that
the Quaid’s visionary
leadership, unwavering
determination, and
steadfast adherence to
the principles of Faith,
Unity and Discipline not
only paved the way for the
creation of Pakistan but
also provided a timeless
blueprint for nation-
building.

The COAS remarked
that Quaid-e-Azam’s
enduring commitment to
the ideals of freedom,

equality, and religious
tolerance continues to
inspire and guide the
nation in addressing con-
temporary challenges,
from safeguarding terri-
torial integrity to foster-
ing internal stability.

“As we commemorate
this festive season, let us
reaffirm our collective
resolve to transform
Pakistan into the peace-
ful, prosperous nation
envisioned by the Quaid,”
the COAS concluded, urg-
ing all citizens to work
tirelessly toward achiev-
ing this shared aspira-
tion.

Pakistani Christians celebrate
Xmas with rehgous zeal

SEHRISH NAZ

LAHORE: Like the rest of
the world, Christians in
Pakistan on Wednesday
celebrated Christmas
with religious zeal amid
strict security.

In Lahore, celebra-
tions started with mass in
churches where people
prayed for the prosperity
and peace of Pakistan.

Across Punjab, more
than 2,900 churches have
been illuminated.
Worship began at mid-
night and a large number
of people thronged
churches. A prayer cere-
mony was organised at St.
Patrick's Church in
Karachi, which was

attended by a large num-
ber of people from the
Christian community,

In Hyderabad, a prayer
service was held late at
night at St. Francis
Church. A large of
women, children, and
youth participated in the
worship, praying for the
prosperity and safety of
the country and the
nation, Later sweets were
distributed among the
worshippers.

Faisalabad, women and
children went shopping
for Christmas, while in
Gujranwala's Christmas
market, the community
enjoyed discounts of up to
20%. In Querta, bakeries
and cake shops are

d
buzzing with specially
designed  cakes for
Christmas. The Christian
community in Lahore is
also excited to celebrate
the occasion. Prayer cere-
monies are being held at

churches in Sargodha,
while cakes were cut in
the churches of Sukkur to
mark the joy of
Christmas. Like the rest
of the country, churches
and homes in Peshawar

have been beautifully dec-
orated for Christmas, and
the Christian community
has adorned their homes
with Christmas trees.

Meanwhile, the
Punjab police announced
that 30,000 officers and
personnel have been
deployed for the security
of churches. In Lahore,
more than 600 churches
‘will be guarded by more
than 5,000 personnel.
Female police officers will
also be present for check-
ing women.

Surveillance will also
be conducted with the
help of cameras from the
Safe City Authority.
Commandos and snipers
will be stationed at sensi-

tive churches and other
locations. CTD (Counter-
Terrorism Department)
and Special Branch teams
have been deployed to
tackle any troublemakers.

In his message,
Punjab police chief Dr.
Usman Anwar stated that
the police will remain on
high alert during
Christmas, ensuring the
promotion of interfaith
harmony during the cele-
brations. President Asif
Ali Zardari and Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
have extended heartfelt
greetings to the Christian
community in Pakistan
and around the world on
the occasion of
Christmas.

Students must utilize knowledge
for Pakistan’s development: BBZ

PEAK POINT

SUKKUR: Chairman
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari has emphasized
that the digital space in
Pakistan is under threat,
urging the youth to
engage in “democratic
and peaceful resistance”
to secure digital rights,
including high-speed
internet.

According to a press
release issued by the
Media Cell Bilawal House,
speaking at the convoca-
tion ceremony of Sukkur
IBA University, Chairman
PPP said, “It is a martter of
pride for me that this
institution was estab-
lished by my mother,
Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhurtto, during
her second tenure as
prime minister. The seed
planted by her has now
grown into a tree, earning
recognition not only

nationally but also global-
ly.” He highlighted that
students from across
Pakistan and even inter-
national students from
countries like Sri Lanka
are receiving education at
the university.
Discussing the role of
students in addressing
national challenges and
enhancing  Pakistan’s
global image, Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
said, “Students must uti-
lize their knowledge for
Pakistan's development.
Today, we face challenges
such as poverty, economic
inequality, and climate

Bilawal reminded the
audience that every gen-
eration has fought for its
rights. “Democracy
wasn't handed to us as a
gift; it was achieved
through struggle.
Generations of youth,
using their education,
voices, and skills, have

defeated oppressors time
and again. From the colo-
nial era to today, the
youth have been at the
forefront”, he highlight-
ed.

Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari stressed
the need for berter inter-
net access and data priva-
cy protections for the
younger generation. He
announced plans to visit
educational institutions
across  the country,
including Sindh, to gath-

er student feedback on
proposed digital rights
legislation.

“Tag me on social
media and share your sug-
gestions,” he urged the
youth.

Addressing  climate
change, he warned of
severe consequences if its
impact is not mitigated.
“Pakistan risks devastat-
ing floods and infrastruc-
ture collapse if we fail to
address climate change,”
he stated.

Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari lamented
the absence of proper
planning to combat cli-
mate change in the bud-
get. He pointed out that
Pakistan is among the top
10 countries most vulner-
able to climate change.

He urged developed
nations to take responsi-
bility, stating, “The
industrialization and cap-
italism of these countries
have caused the climate

crisis. While they
amassed wealth, they
ignored the damage

inflicted on the rest of the
world. Now, when others
seek their fair share, they
lecture us about climate
change limitations. If
these countries profited
from industrialization,
others also have a right to
that wealth.

“He concluded,
“We're not asking for per-
sonal compensation but
for funds to repair the

damage have
caused,”

The chairman extend-
ed his best wishes to the
graduating students, urg-
ing them to contribute to
national progress
through the pawer of edu-
cation. He praised the
sindh government's
achievements in health
and education, highlight-
ing how students from
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Balochistan, Punjab, and
even Sri Lanka come to
Sindh for quality educa-
tion at institutions like
IBA Sukkur, just as
patients from across
Pakistan seek treatment
at Sindh's hospitals.

Durin, the event,
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari distributed
medals and certificates to
students, accompanied by
Sindh Chief Minister
Murad Ali Shah.

they

Military courts’ verdicts
announced under law
enacted by parliament; FO

KOMAL BUTT

ISLAMABAD: In response
to Statements on recent
verdicts by military
courts, the Foreign Office
reaffirming Pakistan’s
commitment to fulfilling
all its international
human rights obliga-
tions, said that the ver-
dicts had been made
under a law enacted by
the Parliament of
Pakistan and in line with
the judgment of the
Supreme Court of
Pakistan.

“Pakistan’s legal sys-
tem is consistent with
international human
rights law including pro-

visions of the
International Covenant
on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR),” the FO
Spokesperson said in a
statement.

The spokesperson
added that the country’'s
legal system had remedies
of judicial review by the
superior courts and guar-
anteed the promotion and
protection of human
rights and fundamental
freedoms.

The statement added
that Pakistan believed in
constructive and produc-
tive dialogue to promote
principles of democracy,
human nght; and the
Tule of law.

No pressure on govt
to initiate dialo
with PTI: Sanau lah

AYESHA REHAN

ISLAMABAD: Advisor to
Prime  Minister on
Political Affairs Rana
Sanaullah said that there
is no pressure on govern-
ment to initiate dialogue
with Pakistan Tehreek e
Insaf (PTI)

Talking to a private
television channel, Rana
Sanaullah said that the
government is taking all
decisions in the larger
national interest.

Under trial prisoners
could not be released on
the intervention of the
government but courts

could take the decisions
on the basis of evidence,
he said. PTI leaders have
been found involved in
different cases including
May g, riots, he said.

Replying to a question
about dialogue with PTI,
he said, there must be
dialogue between trea-
sury and opposition
benches to strengthen
political and democratic
system.

The PTI would bring
charter of demand and
the discussion would be
held after the consulta-
tion of the coalition part-
ners, he added.

CM Gandapur pays tribute
to Quaid-e-Azam, extends
Christmas greetlngs

PEAK POINT

PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister, Ali Amin
Candapur, congratulated
the nation on the birth
anniversary of Quaid-e-

Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah.
In his message,

CGandapur hailed Quaid-e-
Azam as a great leader of
the Muslims of the sub-
continent who turned the
dream of a separate state
into reality. He empha-
sised that Pakistan came
into being due to Jinnah's
wise leadership and
relentless struggle. He
noted that India’s anti-
Muslim stance vindicated
the decision for a separate
state, enabling Muslims
to breathe in a free atmo-
sphere. He further stated

that Pakistan was found-
ed to establish an Islamic
welfare state for Muslims
of the subcontinent, and
he paid tribute to the
armed forces for ensuring
the nation's strength and
security.

Additionally, the
Chief Minister extended
Christmas greetings to
the Christian communi-
ty, highlighting that
Christmas was an event
celebrated to spread love,
brotherhood, sacrifice,
Ppeace, and tolerance.

He stressed that Islam
taught equal rights for
minorities and acknowl-
edged that Pakistan’s
constitution guaranteed
the freedom for minori-
ties to practice their faith
and celebrate their tradi-
tions.
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Pakistan vs South Africa
two-match Test series

ARIF MEHMOOD KHAN

CENTURION, SOUTH
AFRICA: Pakistan are set
to feature in a two-match
Test series against South
Africa beginning with the
Boxing Day Test at the
SuperSport  Park  in
Centurion on Thursday.

The second Test will
commence at the Cape
Town's Newlands Cricket
Ground from January 3, In
their ongoing all-format
tour to South Africa,
Pakistan lost the three-
match Tzol series 2-0
while came back to inflict
a historic 3-0 whitewash
in the ODI series. The Test
series, part of the ICC
World Test
Cha

Daily Peak Point, December 26, 2024

with the local conditions.
The Test squad has seen
return of the experienced
fast bowler Mohammad
Abbas, who last played for
Pakistan against West
Indies in August 2021. He
Thas forced his way back in
the squad with 31 scalps in
five Quaid-e-Azam Trophy
‘matches this season. Fast
‘bowler Khurram Shahzad,
who was ruled out of the
three-match home Test
series against England
due to injury has returned
to the squad too. Agib
Javed is the interim head
coach of Pakistan men's
team and this will be his
first red-ball series after
taking the charge in the
whlte—b:]] series against
last month.

is expect-
ed to be highly competi-
tive as well. Members of
the Pakistan’s Test squad
reached South Africa on 13
December in order to pre-
pare well and acclimatise

Pakistan and South
Africa have played each
other in 12 Test series
since 1995, out of which
seven have been won by
South Africa while

Pakistan emerged victori-
ous in two, while three
ended-up as draws. In the
recent most Test series
between the two nations,

2021.
Shan

Masood,
Pakistan's Test captain in

Pakistan beat South Africa
2-0 at home in Jan-Feb

eagerly looking forward to
measure ourselves against
South Africa, who have
always been one of the top

sides in the world. We
have got some momen-
tum from the recently
concluded home Test
series against England

and the ODI series which
featured a number of our
Test squad members.
“The return of pacer
Khurram Shahzad, who
did really well on his
debut in Australia and the
seasoned campaigner
Mohammad Abbas is a
welcome development for
Pakistan's Test side look-
ing to bag wins in one of
the toughest conditions
for overseas teams.
& know  South
Africa have done well in
this iteration of the ICC
‘World Test Championship
but we have prepared for
this series in the best pos-
sible manner as well after
having arrived in the
country at least two weeks

Pakistan Test squad:
Shan Masood (captain),
Saud Shakeel (vice-cap-
tain), Aamir Jamal,
Abdullah Shafique, Babar
Azam, Haseebullah (wk),

on today

Kamran ‘Ghulam,
Khurram Shahzad, Mir
Hamza, Mohammad
Abbas, Mohammad
Rizwan (wk), Naseem

Shah, Noman Ali, Saim
Ayub and Salman Ali Agha

Schedule of matches:

10 Dec - 1st Tzol -
South Africa beat Pakistan

11 Tuns at Kingsmead
Cricket Stadium, Durban

13 Dec - 2nd Tzol -
South Africa beat Pakistan
by seven wickets at
SuperSport Park,
Centurion

14 Dec - 3rd Tzol -
Match abandoned with-
out a ball being bowled at
the Wanderers Stadium,
Johannesburg

17 Dec - 1st ODI -
Pakistan beat South Africa
by three wickets at the
Boland Park, Paarl

19 Dec - 2nd ODI -
Pakistan beat South Africa
by 81 runs at Newlands
Cricket Ground.

PSB reforms likely to face backlash
from POA, affiliated federations

PEAK POINT

KARACHI: The reforms intro-
duced by the Pakistan Sports
Board (PSB) are likely to back-
lash from the Pakistan Olympic
Association and affiliated feder-
ations leading to a prospective
crisis in the country's sports
governance.

The POA and other bodies
argue that the PSB's measures,
available on its website, threat-
en autonomy and violate inter-
national norms.

The PSB’'s move includes the
enforcement of election regula-
tions, a new Code of Ethics and
Governance, and a Model
Constitution for federations.

The body's officials have
termed these steps critical to
improving governance, ensur-
ing transparency, and eradicat-
ing malpractice in the country’s
sports sector. However, critics
argue that these steps are a vio-
lation of international sports
statutes.

The

Sports Election

Regulations aim to centralise
electoral processes under the
supervision of an independent
Election Commission formed by
the PSB. This body is tasked
with overseeing the scrutiny of
club memberships and the final-
isation of voter lists, ensuring
elections are conducted fairly

and transparently.

According to the notifica-
tion, the director general of the
PSB can mandate elections in
any federation, whereas dis-
putes arising from these elec-
tions would be resolved by an
election tribunal also formed
under the PSB's framework.

"The entire election process,
from club scrutiny to NSF elec-

PEAK POINT

tions, will be within
120 days,” the notification said,
with the election tribunal
authorised to resolve objections
and disputes. While the PSB
insists these measures will
improve efficiency, the POA and
member federations view them
as overreach. In a letter sent last
month, the 23 federations have
said that any such steps by the
PSB would be violating interna-
tional sports laws and interfer-
ing with their autonomy. "Every
federation operates under the
rules of its respective interna-
tional governing body, and
interference by the PSB violates
these frameworks," they noted.
In addition to the election regu-
lations, there's also an introduc-
tion of the Code of Ethics and
Governance which addresses
unethical practices such as
match-fixing, corruption, age
fraud, doping, harassment, and
human trafficking.

CENTURION: The
Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) on Wednesday
announced the playing XI
for the first Test against

South Africa at
SuperSport Park in
Centurion.

Pakistan will field
four fast bowlers, with
experienced pacer
Mohammad Abbas
returning to the playing
XI. Abbas last played a
Test for Pakistan in
August 2021 against the
[West Indies. His selection
comes after an impres-
sive performance in the
Quaid-e-Azam  Trophy,
claiming 31 wickets in
five matches this season.
The playing XI includes
captain Shan Masood,
Saim Ayub, Babar Azam,

Pakistan name
playing XI for first Test
against South Africa

m aA.m

Kamran Ghulam,
‘Mohammad Rizwan,
Saud Shakeel, Salman Ali
Agha, Aamir Jamal,
Naseem Shah, Khurram
Shahzad, and
Mohammad Abbas. The
two-match Test series
between Pakistan and
South Africa begins tomor-
row. The first Test, a

Boxing Day match, will be|
played at SuperSport Park|
in Centurion, while the|
second Test is scheduled
from January 3 in Cape|
Town. Earlier, Pakistan|
faced a 2-0 defeat in the|
Tzol series but secured a
historic 3-0 whitewash in
the ODI series on South|
African soil.

Saim Ayub, Salman Agha
rise in ICC ODI rankings

JAVED KHAN

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's
cricketers Agha Salman
and Saim Ayub have made
significant progress in the
latest ICC ODI rankings,
following their remark-
able performances in
Tecent matches,
Emerging batter Saim
Ayub, who was awarded
Player of the Series in
Pakistan’s 3-0 victory
against South Africa, has
climbed an impressive 57
places to secure the 23rd
position with 603 points.
His consistent perfor-
mances, including two
centuries in the series,
have solidified his reputa-
tion as one of cricket’s ris-

in the ODI batter rank-
ings, climbing to 215t with
612 points. However,
Abdullah Shafique faced a
significant drop, falling 21
spots to 98th after a disap-
pointing series marked by
three consecutive ducks.
In the ODI bowling rank-
ings, Naseem Shah made
notable progress, jumping
10 places to reach the 515t
spot. Haris Rauf slipped
one spot to 16th, while
Mohammad Wasim Jr
remains rtanked 6ist.
Shaheen Afridi fell to
third in the rankings for
ODI bowlers, overtaken by
India’s Kuldeep Yadav,
with Rashid Khan retain-
ing the top position. In
Tzol rankings, Saim Ayub

ing stars.

Vice-captain Agha
Salman also enjoyed a
noteworthy rise, moving
up 28 places to claim the
8oth position with 468
points, His vital contribu-

tions with the bat further
showcased his growing
importance to the team.
Meanwhile,
Pakistan’s skipper Babar
Azam maintained his
dominance in ODI cricket,

Vot
retaining his position as
the world's top-ranked
batter. This marks the
fourth consecutive year
Babar has held this title,
despite facing recent chal-
lenges in form. He

bounced back with two
half-centuries in the
South Africa series, reaf-
firming his stature as a
cricketing icon.
Mohammad Rizwan
also moved up three places

advanced to syth place
among Dbatters, while
Babar Azam and
Mohammad Rizwan
maintained their posi-
tions at sixth and eighth,
respectively.

KOMAL BUTT

ISLAMABAD:  Boxing
|IDay Test matches, a
Imuch-anticipated tra-
dition in cricket, begin
tomorrow  (Thursday)
with two high-profile
lgames. Australia will
(host India at the iconic
IMelbourne Cricket
IGround (MCG), while
[Pakistan faces South
Africa in Centurion.
[The Boxing Day Test,
iprimarily popular in
lAustralia, traditionally
Istarts on December 26,
the day after
[IChristmas. This day,
(known as "Boxing Day,"
has historical roots in
the tradition of dis-
tributing gifts in boxes
to employees and the
lunderprivileged, mark-
ling the conclusion of
(Christmas festivities,
[The tradition of Boxing
[Day Test matches began

The story
Boxing Day Test matches

behind

in 1950 with a match
between Australia and
England. Since then, it
has evolved inte a
major festival, especial-
ly in Australia, where
families and friends
gather at stadiums to
enjoy cricket in a fes-
tive atmosphere.

This year's clash
between Australia and
India at the MCG is
expected to set a record
for the highest arten-
dance for a non-Ashes

Test on the opening|
day. Meanwhile, in|
Centurion, the Pakistan
cricket team is set to
field seven batsmen as
they take on South|
Africa.

Boxing Day remains|
a public holiday in|
countries like
Australia, England,
South Africa, and New|
Zealand, where it has|
grown into a cherished|
tradition, combining|
sports and celebration.

Serena Tennis Masters Cup Begins

today in Peshawar: Aisam-ul-Haq

PESHAWAR: The Serena Tennis
Masters Cup is set to commence in
Peshawar today, featuring
Pakistan's No. 1 tennis player,
Ageel Khan, along with the top
eight male and female players

from  across the country.
Addressing a press conference in
Peshawar Aisam-ul-Haq President
of the Pakistan Tennis Federation
(PTF), national champion, and
international tennis player,
shared details about the

event.The press conference was
attended by PTF Secretary Colonel
(R) Ziauddin Tufail, Ageel Khan,
and other notable personalities.
Aisam-ul-Haq stated that despite
being at the helm of the PTF for
just nine months he is committed

to expanding tenmis across

Pakistan. As part of this mission

various tournaments are being
organized in different cities,
starting with the Serena Masters
Cup in Peshawar.Aisam-ul-Haq
announced that the Serena
Masters Cup will also be held in
Karachi, Multan, and Faisalabad
next year, Additionally, plans are
in place to organize the National
Tennis Championship in
Peshawar soon, He emphasized
the importance of grassroots
development to identify and train
new talent, stating that Pakistan
'has no shortage of potential. The
PTF aims to support and encour-
age promising players by provid-
ing training opportunities in Sri
Lanka and Thailand.

SEHRISH NAZ

ILAHORE: The day three of
the Combaxx-Roshan Khan
[National Team
[Championship deliv-
lered a series of thrilling
imatches at the Pakistan

land Pool B of the men's and
wemen 's uumpemu_ms

clean sweep over PAF. Asim
[Khan, Amaad Fareed,

Thrilling clashes dominate day
3 of Combaxx-Roshan Khan
National Team Championship

i« CRAEE Wy
Israr Amaad all won their
matches by walkovers,
showcasing their readiness
for the next stages of the
championship. In Pool B,
Army outclassed Railways

with a comprehensive 3-0|
victory. Muhammad Ashab|
Irfan overcame Talha Saeed
in a well-fought match,
clinching victory with|
scores 0f 11-6, 11-6.



RAWALPINDI: P'reslclem of RCCI Usman Shaukat, Mushaal Hussein Mallk and others cutting the cake during Quaid-e-Azam Day ceremony on
the eve of 148th Birth Anniversary of Baba-e-Qaum ("Father of the Nation") Quaid-e-Azam Mohammed Ali Jinnah, in the city.
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NDMA steps in to tackle Parachmar S

critical medicine shortage

PEAK POINT

ISLAABAD: National
Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) has
initiated an emergency
relief operation to tackle
the severe medicine
shortage in Parachinar
caused by road blockages.

Acting on the prime
minister's special direc-
tives, NDMA, in collabo-
ration with the Ministry
of Health, swiftly orga-
nized the transportation
of 1,000 kilograms of
essential medicines to
ensure timely aid to the

affected areas.

NDMA steps in to
tackle Parachinar’s criti-
cal medicine shortage

Two helicopter
flights, each carrying
500 kilograms of
medicines, departed
from Islamabad to
Parachinar.

The first flight also
evacuated four critical
patients: Zamin
Hussain, a heart patient;
Shamim Begum, suffer-
ing from GClaucoma
Stage-4; Bibi Khanum,
with heart and lung
issues; and Masidah

TWIN CITIES

Agustinaa, an
Indonesian national,
along with her 2-year-old
son.

NDMA steps in to
tackle Parachinar's criti-
cal medicine shortage

The second flight
evacuated an 8-year-old
girl, Subah Hussain, who
had a brain tumour.

This swift and coordi-
nated response under-
scores the Government of
Pakistan’s commitment
to safeguarding public
health and ensuring the
well-being of citizens in
times of crisis.

ADC pays visits to churches on
Christmas; 1nspects arrangements

PEAK POINT

(apc),

Nation marks 148th birth anniversary
of Quaid-e-Azam with patriotic zeal

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: The nation com-
memorated the 148th birth
anniversary of the founder of
Pakistan, Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah on
Wednesday showing great patri-
otic zeal and reverence.

‘The celebrations began with
special prayers at mosques across
the country for the progress, pros-
perity, and unity of Pakistan,

The day observed with a 21-
gun salute in provincial capitals
and national flag hoisting at
major government and private
buildings, symbolizing the deep

ute to the Founder of Pakistan.

Special ceremonies and activi-
ties were organized nationwide,
including seminars, conferences,
debates, cultural events, and
exhibitions.

These events highlighted the
struggles and achievements of
Quaid-e-Azam while also promot-
ing his vision for Pakistan as a
progressive, inclusive, and demo-
cratic state.

Schools and colleges arranged
debates, art competitions, and
‘essay writing contests focusing on
Quaid’s leadership and principles
of unity, faith, and discipline.

The television and radio chan-

published special supplements,
recounting his enduring legacy
and unparalleled contribution to
the nation.

As a part of activities to mark
Quaid Day, Pakistan National
Council of the Arts (PNCA) orga-
nized an on-the-spot Painting and
Drawing Competition on
Wednesday to mark Quaid-e-
Azam Day, providing a platform
for young artists to pay tribute to
the Father of the Nation through
their creativity. Lok Virsa hosted a
series of events to celebrate the
148th birth anniversary of the
founder of Pakistan, Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Al Jinnah on

to mark the occasion, followed by
a tribute to Quaid and a Milli
Naghmas Show at the same time,
featuring patriotic SONgs.
Additionally, documentaries on
Quaid-e-Azam ‘s contributions
were also screened throughout
the day, offering insights into his
life and vision.

Quaid Day Safari Cycling Rally
was also be a part of the activities
which was held from Safari Club
to Mini Gold Club on Wednesday
with participation of youth.

Earlier, an exhibition was held
at the Information Service
Academy (ISA) on Tuesday, featur-
ing rare photographs and por-

respect and gratitude for the

visionary leader.

An elegant change of guards’
ceremony was held at the Quaid’s
mausoleum in Karachi to pay trib-

nels aired special programs and
documentaries throughout the
day, highhghring Quaid-e-Azam's
pivotal role in the creation of
Pakistan. The newspapers also

Wednesday.
included an exhibition of arti-
sans-at-work, showcasing tradi-
tional craftsmanship while a
cake-cutting ceremony was held

The celebrations

traits of the founder of Pakistan,
aiming to educate the younger
generation about his monumen-
tal struggle and sacrifices for a
separate homeland.

ISLAMABAD: Christmas
festivities are in full
swing at churches across
the federal capital, with
the district administra-
tion actively monitoring
the arrangements to
ensure everything runs
smoothly.

In this
Additional

regard,
Deputy

Usman Ashraf, made vis-
its to several churches to
oversee the preparations
and meet with church
officials, said a
spokesman of the ICT
administration here.

During his visits, the
ADC was briefed by senior
police officers about the
security measures in
place,

He directed all assis-
tant commissioners to
remain in the field and
maintain vigilance
throughout the celebra-
tions.

Meanwhile, the ADC
also urged security per-
sonnel to extend full
cooperation o the
Christian  community
dun‘ng the holiday sea-

on,

ICT Police holds farewell
ceremony to honor sub-inspector

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Capital Territory (ICT)
Police held a farewell cer-
emony on Wednesday to
honor Sub-Inspector
Farhat Shah in recogni-
tion of his dedicated ser-
vices,

A public relation offi-
cer told APP that Director
General (DG) Safe City

Shakir Hussain Dawar
graced the ceremony as
chief guest, while other
police officers were also
present on the occasion.
He said the ceremony
was held in recognition of
the services of the retir-
ing police officer.
Speaking at the occa-
sion, the DG Shakir
Hussain Dawar said that

retirement is part of the
service as the one who
joins the service has to
Tetire one day.

DG asked the serving
police officers to do their
best to earn respect for
the department. He was
of the view that public
service only could earn a
good name for the officer
and the department.

Opinion & Editorial

Immoral Exploitation of Freedom of Expression to Target Pak Army

Abdul Basit Alvi

n Pakjstan, there has

been an increase in pro-

paganda against the
country and its military in
recent days. The Pakistani
government, along with
the Pakistan Army, is
working diligently to
address the nation's cur-
rent challenges. In a signif-
icant diplomatic develop-
ment, Belarusian
President Alexander
Lukashenko recently visit-
ed Islamabad, marking a
noteworthy moment in the
bilateral relations between
Belarus and Pakistan. The
visit emphasized a mutual
interest in strengthening
economic cooperation,
defense collaboration, and
political dlalogue between
the two countries. It also

the
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Belarus, known for its
advanced agricultural tech-
nologles and manufactur-
ing expertise,  views

Abdul Basit Alvi

Pakistan as an 1:;1pcrcant
partner across various sec-

tors. Belarus boasts a
strong agricultural indus-
oy, pamcularly inmachin-
ery, fertilizers, and tech-
nology. Durmg meetings
with Pakistani officials,
President Lukashen]

emphasized the potential
for Belarus to support
Pakistan in modernizing
its agricultural sector, a
key component of the
ocunm'_s food security and

dynamics of global geopoli-
tics, as both nations seek to
dlvemfv their internation-
al partnerships amidst
shifting alliances and chal-
lenges in the global land-
scape. President
Lukashenko's trip to

Pakistan occurred against
the backdrop of evolving
international relations. As
a traditional ally of Russia,
Belarus has faced increas-
ing international scrutiny
due to its support for
Moscow’s  actions  in
Ukraine. With the West
imposing sanctions
on Belarus, the country has
increasingly turned to new
economic partners, partic-
ularly in Asia, to navigate
these sanctions and secure
its geopolitical position.
For Pakistan, the visit pre-
sented a strategic opportu-
nity to strengthen ties with
Eastern Europe, diversify
its foreign relations, and
explore economic opportu-
nities in sectors like trade,
agriculture, defense, and
technology. A key focus of
President Lukashenko's
visit was to enhance eco-
nomic and trade relations

Both sides explored the
possibility of increasing
Belarusian  agricultural
machmery exports to
Pakistan and collaborating
on the production of high-
quality fertilizers. While
bilateral trade has tradi-
tlunally been limited, the
visit revealed s)gmt‘cant
opportunities for growth.
The two countries signed
several memorandums of
understanding (MoUs)
aimed at boosting lrade,

As Pakistan seeks to diver-
sify its defense sources,
Belarus, with its well-
established defense indus-
try, is seen as a valuable
partner for military hard-
ware and defense technolo-
gy. The two leaders dis-
cussed expanding joint
defense manufacturing,
training programs, and
supplies of military equip-
ment. With both countries
facing security challenges,
they also discussed enhanc-
ing cooperation on coun-
terterrorism and regional
security, Belarus expressed
its willingness to assist
Pakistan in
ty concerns, part.icu.larly
related to extremism and
militancy. Both sides rec-
ognized the importance of
regiunal stability and
pledged to collaborate on
shared security issues.In
addition to economic and
defense matters, the visit
highlighted the impor-
tance of strengthening cul-
tural and educational ties.
Although Belarus and
Pakistan have a history of
friendly relations, mutual
public perception remains
limited. The visit empha-
sized the desire to increase
people-to-people
exchanges, particularly in
areas like higher educa-
tion, tourism, and cultural

links, and estlhllshmg
joint ventures in sectors
like pharmaceuticals,
heavy industry, and IT ser-
vices. Both  nations
expressed their goal of
reaching $1 billion in bilat-

eral trade, a notable
increase from current lev-
els.Defense cooperation

was another major focus of
President  Lukashenko’s
visit. Belarus and Pakistan
have previously collaborat-
ed in defense, with Belarus
supplying mllwary equip-
ment and technical exper-

tise. The visit opened new
avenues for cooperation in

Y.
Lukashenko proposed
deeper collaboration
between Belarusian and
Pakistani universities,
focusing on technical edu-
cation, engineering, and
science. Given Pakistan’s

interest in techno-
logical innovation, espe-
dally in infm-rna[inn tech-
nology and biotechnology,
Belarus presents an attrac-
tive partner for academic
collaboration and research
sharing. While Belarus is
not a major tourist destina-
tion for Pakistanis, discus-
sions during the visit also
touched on promoting

boasts a rich history,
breathtaking landscapes,
and a vibrant cultural her-
itage, all of which the
Belarusian  government
views as an opportunity to
showcase to Pakistani
tourists, The visit also held
significant  geopolitical
importance, For Belarus,
strengthening its relation-
ship with Pakistan is a key
aspect of its broader strate-
gy to diversify its foreign
relations in light of
‘Western sanctions and
ing isolation due to its
support of Russia in the
‘Ukraine conflict. By engag-
ing with Pakistan, which
holds a strategically advan-
sition in South
Asia and the broader
Islamic world, Belarus
aims to forge new trade
and political alliances. For
Pakistan, the visit present-
ed a valuable opportunity
e with a Ex
nar.iun outside its tradi-
tional sphere of influence,
It reflects Pakistan's strate-
gic intent to diversify its
foreign policy, particularly
as tensions w'lth neighbor-
ing India and Afghanistan
continue to shape its prior-
ities. By strengthening ties
with Belarus and other
non-traditional partners,
‘Pakistan aims to reduce its
reliance on traditional
allies. Given the impor-
tance of the visit, special
security measures were
required to ensure fool-
proof protection, and
Pakistan is no stranger to
deploying its armed forces
to secure foreign delega-
tions.In international
diplomacy, ensuring the
safety of foreign dignitaries
and official venues is cru-
cial for maint strong
and productive relations
between countries. While
diplomats and government
officials work to build ties,
the protection of visiting
officials often involves mil-
itary forces. Many nations

delegations, integrating
national security with
diplomatic protocol.In the
United States, the military
plays a key role in securing
foreign dignitaries and
heads of state. The U.s.
Secret Service, al

place, as well as other sig-
nificant sites, ln:]uding
the Chinese Embassy and

consulates abroad. The
People’s Armed Police
(PAP), operating under the
control of the Central
Military it

the Department of
Defense, is responsible for
securing visiting foreign
leaders, For example, when
a foreign leader visits
Washington, D.C., the
Army's  Military
District of Washington
(MDW) coordinates the
security effort, deploying
specialized units like the
Army's Presidential
Security Detail and
Military Police Corps to
provide protection and
manage crowds, The Secret
Service works with other
law

plays a vital role in these
security efforts, The PAP is
primarily responsible for
‘main ing internal secu-
rity, which includes safe-
guarding large public gath-
erings and official cere-
‘monies invol foreign
dignitaries. The Chinese
government also relies on
its military to secure
important buildings, espe-
clally in symbolic locations
in Beijing such as the
Forbidden City,
Tiananmen Square, and
the Presidential

1t agencies
to ensure the physical safe-
ty of foreign visitors. High-
level buildings like the
‘White House, U.S. Capitol,
and the State ent's
headquarters are often
guarded by military per-
sonnel, including the U.S.
Army Muj:arv Police and
National Guard, to deter
threats and respond to
emergencies.Similarly, in
China, the military plays
an essential role in secur-
ing foreign diplomats and
official state buildings.
During official visits by for-
eign dignitaries to Beijing
or other major cities in
China, the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) may
be called upon to provide
both security and military
honors for the visiting
leaders, For instance,
when the President of the
United States or other
world leaders visit China, a
meticulously

nel typically accompanies
the foreign dignitaries.
PLA troops are often
assigned to secure key loca-
tions such as the Great Hall
of the People, where meet-

C . These areas,
where key pohtical deci-
slons are made, are guard-
ed by both police and mili-
tary personnel, with the
military on standby for
emergency interven-
tions.In  the  United
Kingdom, the British Army
works alongside law
enforcement agencies to
provide security during for-
eign leaders’ official visits.
When heads of state or
other international leaders
visit London, the British
Army is often involved in
both ceremonial and secu-
rity roles. For example,
during visits to
Buckingham Palace or 10
Downing Street, British
Army units ensure the
safety of these locations
and their personnel. The
Household Cavalry also
participates in state visits,
offering ceremonial and
security services, while the
Military  Police
the safety of the
visiting dignitaries,
Additionally, for high-pro-
file international events,
the Specialist Protection
Group (SPG) of the
Metropolitan Police collab-

for both the British govern-
ment and foreign dele-
gates.In 2014, a political
party, considered a major
threat to Pakistan’s peace
and development, planned
a long march to Islamabad
during the visit of the
Chinese President. Tlm
also orc

political elements to create
a rift between the people
and Pakistan's armed
forces and institutions.
The statement also empha-
sized that this failed
attempt, supported by
external forces, will not
succeed. It added that the
forum the

similar attack nn
Islamabad on the exact
dates of the Belarusian
President's  visit. The
protest march, which had
no connection to the inter-
ests of the common people
and was solely driven by
political motives, was dis-
persed through a crack-
down. To protect key gov-
ernment buildings and
secure the visit of the for-
eign President, the govern-
ment deployed the military
in the capital. The same
political party and its allies
abroad began spreading
propaganda against the
military’s deployment. Ata
recent Formation
Commanders' Conference
of the Pakistan Army, par-
ticipants expressed con-
cerns over the malicious
propaganda regarding the
army's role in s gov-
ernment buildings and
ensuring a safe environ-
ment for foreign delega-
tions, The two-day 83th
Formation Commanders’
Conference, chaired by
Army Chief General Syed
Asim Munir, addressed
these concerns, as reported
by the Department of
Public Relations (ISPR). Ina
statement released after
the Formation
Commanders’ Conference,
the ISPR condemned the
malicious propaganda
being spread regarding the
lawful deployment of the
army in the capital to pro-
tect key government build-
ings and ensure a secure
environment for foreign
delegations visiting
Pakistan. This coordinated
and premeditated cam-

necessity for the govern-
ment to enact and enforce
strict laws to prevent the
reckless and unethical use
of freedom of expression to
spread lies, hatred, and
division. There is also a
pressing need to identify
and hold accountable
those who spread fake
news for political and

Pakistan Army is unwaver-
ing in its commitment to
serving the nation and its
people, confronting both
external and internal
threats impartially, with-
out any political bias. It
condemned any efforts to
incite violence and create
divisions among innocent
people  for  personal
gain.The same group also
launched a social media
campaign urging a boycott
of products from compa-
nies managed by the
Pakistan Army, but this
call has been largely
ignored by the le and
investors. Recent statistics
show that the stock prices
of these companies contin-
ue to rise, with profits
growing despite these
malicious calls for a boy-
cott.Regrettably, the state
has been treating these
malicious elements too
leniently. The people of
Pakistan demand decisive
action  against  those
spreading false and harm-
ful propaganda against
Pakistan and its military.
The people of Pakistan
stand firmly with the
Army and reject any
attempts to spread hatred

between the two nations. defense production and  tourismexchangesandcul- have relied on their mili- ings between foreign and orates with military per- paign is seen as part of a  against the true defenders
technological exchanges. tural diplomacy. Belarus tary to safeguard foreign Chinese officials take sonnel to enhance security deliberate effort by certain  of the country.
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Governor pays tribute to
Quaid-e-Azamonbirth
anniversary at Mazar-e-Quaid

PEAK POINT

sindh Governor Kamran
Tessori commended the leader-
ship of the Prime Minister and
the Army Chief in the Special
Investment Facilitation
Council (SIFC), which he said is
playing a crucial role in steer-
ing the country towards devel-

Jinnah’s guiding principles.
Speaking to the media at
the Mazar e Quaid, Covernor
Kamran Tessori said that he
had come to pay tribute to
Quaid-e-Azam's services for
the nation. He acknowledged
that Pakistan is going through
challenging times but urged

KARACHI; Sindh Governor
Kamran Khan Tessori paid
homage at the Mazar-e-Quaid
on the birth anniversary of
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah.

The Governor laid a wreath

at the mausoleum and offered the people not to lose hope, PRt )
rayers for the country’s i il Responding to a question
pray! Ty’ assuring that the country will abour the situation in

progress and prosperity.

move towards progress,
During his visit to the mau-

The Governor also high- Parachinar, the governor stat-

soleum of Quaid

Wednesday, Governor Kamran
Tessori penned his thoughts in

the visitor's book. He

extended his congrarulations
to the nation on Quaid-e-
Azam's birthday, emphasizing
that Pakistan’s development is
only possible by adhering to

on

positive

also countries like

economic stability.

lighted the continued growth
of the stock exchange and the
cooperation
Iran
Turkiye. He praised the role of
Pakistan's military, not only
for safeguarding the borders
but also for contributing to

from
and

prosperous.

ed that the issue would be
resolved through consultation
and dialogue. He concluded by
reassuring the nation that, col-
lectively, the people will con-
tinue Quaid-e-Azam’s mission
and work towards making
Pakistan stronger and more

KARACHI: Sindh Governor Kamran Khan Tesori speaks to the media after visiting the Quaid-e-A
sion of the 148th birth anniversary of the founder of Pakistan, Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah.

Govt ‘decides’ to promulgate
ordinance regarding
madaris r

ISLAMABAD: President
Asif Ali Zardari will pro-
mulgate an ordinance for
the registration of reli-
gious seminaries in the
country, reports say, on
Wednesday,  quoting
sources.

According to reports,
the decision, the sources
said, had been taken at
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif’s meetings with
President Zardari and JUI-
F chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman, and that all
stakeholders, including
the JUL-F, were taken on
board prior to taking the
decision,

Sources informed that
the ordinance would pro-
vide legal cover to
Madrassahs under the
Directorate General
Religious Education and
the Society Registration
Amendment Act.

On Saturday, JUI-F
chief Maulana Fazlur

Rehman had expressed
the hope that the govern-
ment would approve the
Societies  Registration
(Amendment) Bill 2024,
also known as Madrassah
Registration Bill, 2024,
after fulfilling the legal
formalities.

Speaking on a private
news TV channel, the JUI-
F emir said: "I hope that
neither we will need to
march on Islamabad nor
[the government] will
Ttequire a joint session.”

Fazl's comments came
after the government, fol-
lowing a meeting
between the prime minis-
ter and the JUI-F chief,
reportedly "accepted all
demands of the Ittehad
Tanzeemat-e-Madaris
Deenia (ITMD)" regarding
the bill.

The government
assured to register all

madrassas under the
Societies  Registration
Act, 1860".

Fazl said his party had
reached an agreement on
a few issues, adding that
one of the points in the
bill was that the status of

the  registration of
madrassahs will remain
unchanged.

The other points were
that bank accounts of all
madrassas  would  be
opened and the students
of the seminaries would
be issued visas to study
abroad.

The senior politician
said that the National
Assembly had already
approved the bill follow-
ing which the president
sent an eight-point objec-
tion to the assembly on
November 13. "Now there
is no justification for call-
ing a joint session on the
bill again," Fazl asserted.

The bill, which has
already been passed by
both houses of parlia-
ment, became a bone of
contention between the
JUI-E and the government
after President Zardari
returned it to the
National Assembly with
some objections.

Its enactment was
part of an agreement
reached between the gov-
ernment and the JUI-F in
exchange for supporting
the 26th Amendment.

Azerbaijan Airlines plane
crashes in Kazakhstan,

BY: REUTERS

ASTANA: An Embraer
(EMBR3.5SA), opens new
tab passenger plane flying
from Azerbaijan to Russia
crashed near the city of
Aktau in Kazakhstan on
Wednesday with 67 pas-
sengers and five crew on
‘board, Kazakh authorities
announced, saying 12 peo-
ple had survived.
‘Unverified video of the
crash showed the plane,
which was operated by
Azerbaijan Airlines,
‘bursting into flames as it
hit the ground and thick
‘black smoke then rising.
The Central Asian
country's emergencies
ministry said in a state-
ment that fire services
had put out the blaze and
‘that survivors were being
treated at a nearby hospi-

many feared dead

Azerbaijan  Airlines
said the Embraer 190 air-
craft, with flight number
J2-8243, had been flying
from Baku to Crozny, the
capital of Russia's
Chechnya, but had been
forced to make an emer-
gency landing approxi-
mately 3 km (1.8 miles)
from the Kazakh city of
Akrau.

Russian news agencies
said the plane had been
rerouted due to fog in
Grozny.

Authorities in
Kazakhstan said they had
begun looking into differ-
ent possible versions of
what had happened,
including a technical
problem, Russia's
Interfax news agency
repo

Mohsin Naqvi meets Vatican Ambassador
Archbishop Cermano Penemote

ARSHAD MALIK

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Interior
Mohsin Naqvi met with
Archbishop  Germano
Penemote, the
Ambassador of the Holy
See (Vatican City).

During the meeting,
matters of mutual inter-
est and bilateral relations
were discussed.

The Interior minister

also apprised the ambas-
sador regarding his visit
to Vatican City.

Mohsin Naqvi extend-
ed Christmas greetings to
Archbishop Germano
Penemote and expressed
good wishes for Pope
Francis and the Christian

community.
He stated that his
meeting with Pope

Francis in Vatican City
was extremely pleasant.

Mohsin Naqvi praised
Pope Francis's services
for social and economic
justice and humanity
and commended his
efforts for peace in the
world.

The Interior minister
said that his visit to
Vatican City and meeting
with Pope Francis are
still fresh in his memory.

He highlighted that
Pope Francis took a

courageous stance on the
Palestine issue, which
was appreciated by every-
one.
He emphasized that
there is an excellent
opportunity to further
enhance relations
between Vatican City and
Pakistan.

He underscored that
exchanges bilateral dele-
gations will strengthen
the bilateral relations.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Nagvi in a meeting with the Ambassador of Holy See (Vatican
City) Archbishop Cermano Penemote.

Fog again disrupts
road traffic on
motorways in
parts of country

—___ PEAKPOINT

LAHORE: Dense fog
again blanketed differ-
ent cities of Punjab,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Sindh on night
between Tuesday and
Wednesday, paralysing
routine life and disrupt-
ing road traffic. With
intensification of fog
and poor visibility sever-
al sections of Motorways
were closed.

The thick fog has
badly affected the flow of
road traffic in several
cities. According to a
Motorway spokesperson,
Motorway M1 from
Rashakai to Burhan,
Motorway M3 from
Samundri to Darkhana,
Motorway Mg from Gojra
to Multan and from
Abdul Hakim to
Khanewal and Motorway
Ms from Multan to Rohri
have been closed for all

kind of traffic.
The Motorway police
have appealed the

drivers to use Grand
Trunk (GT) Road for trav-
elling. They have also
urged the drivers to drive
slowly and switch on fog
lights.

The Motorway police
have also requested the
people to stay home and
avoid unnecessary trav-
elling. Dense fog has also
disrupted traffic at sev-
eral places in the country
at the national highways
due to low visibility,

Uzbekistan ambassador
Bgamqs Jinnah’s vision,
ighlights ties with Pakistan

MOHSIN ALI

ISLAMABAD: Uzbekistan
Ambassador to Pakistan
Alisher Tukhtayev,
Quaid-e-Azam Day,
underscored Muhammad
Ali Jinnah's enduring
legacy which remains a
source of inspiration for
all.who strive for justice,
unity and progress.

The ambassador of
Uzbekistan to commemo-
rated Quaid-e-Azam Day,
marking the birth
anniversary of
Muhammad Ali Jinnah,
the founder of Pakistan.

In his message, he
emphasized Jinnah'’s piv-
otal role in shaping an
independent Pakistan,
describing him as a sym-
bol of determination and

He called on people to
draw inspiration from
Jinnah's principles of jus-
tice, unity, and mutual
respect, urging them to

work collectively for
national progress.
Reflecting on

Pakistan-Uzbekistan rela-
tions, the ambassador
noted the deep historical
and cultural ties between

the two countries. He
highlighted the ongoing
efforts to strengthen
cooperation and foster
friendships. “Together,
‘we aim to open new hori-
zons for development and
prosperity for our peo-
ples,” he stated.

He also reiterated the
shared commitment of
‘both nations to peace and
regional progress. “Our
collaboration serves as a
model for mutual under-
standing and develop-
ment in the region,” he
said.

Concluding his mes-
sage, the ambassador
extended his best wishes
to the people of Pakistan,
expressing hope for their
continued prosperity and
harmony.

Ahsan urges adopting Quaid’s golden
principles to transform Pakistan
developed nation

1nto strong,

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Planning, Development
and Special Initiatives
Professor Ahsan Igbal on
Wednesday urged the
nation, especially the
younger generation, to
adopt Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s
golden principles of
unity, faith, and disci-
pline. “This adoption will
transform Pakistan into a
strong, sovereign and
prosperous nation—a true
embodiment of Quaid-e-
Azam's dream,” he said in
a message on the founder
of Pakistan's 148th birth
anniversary. He said that
the Quaid’s tireless work
and dedication to nation-
al unity were a beacon for
all Pakistanis, adding,
“His life gives us the mes-
sage that if we move for-
‘ward with determination,
integrity and mutual con-

=
sent, no obstacle can stop
us from becoming a devel-
oped and prosperous
state.” The minister said
that today, Pakistan stood
at a crucial crossroads,
and it was the duty of
every citizen to play their
part in national develop-
ment by upholding the
principles of Quaid-e-
Azam and setting aside
personal interests. The
government, he said,
guided by the principles
of Quaid-e-Azam, was
adopting the sEs frame-
work as the basis of its
development strategy.
“This framework, based

on exports, e-Pakistan,
equity, energy and envi-
ronment, is meant to put
Pakistan on the path of
sustainable growth and
prosperity, so that when
we celebrate the cente-
nary of Pakistan's inde-
pendence in 2047,
Pakistan will be among
the leading economies of
the world.” Ahsan Igbal
said the current economic
challenges in the country
also required the nation
to adopt the principles of
discipline from Quaid-e-
Azam and put the econo-
my on the path of stabili-
ty by promoting self-
reliance. “It is the time to
eradicate corruption, pro-
mote tolerance, and pro-
vide equal opportunities
for development to every
citizen so that all seg-
ments of society can par-
ticipate in the process of
national development,”
he remarked.

Shahid Khagan says left
PML-N over its preference
for power to people’s vote

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Dispelling
the impression that he
was cross with the PML-N
leadership, former prime
minister and Awam
Pakistan Party chiefl
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi
said on Wednesday that
he decided to part ways
with the party when the
latter preferred coming to
power rather than giving
Tespect to ‘vote’.

Speaking to the media
in Sukkur, Abbasi said it
was a fact that despite
being in power, the PML-
N was not a popular party.
“1dissociated myself from
the ruling party not for
‘my own interests.”

He said that former
prime minister and PTI
founder Imran Khan was
receiving training in jail.

“Whenever a politician
goes to jail, he undergoes
training,” he elaborated.
He said that every party
had a manifesto, but the
problem was that it failed
todeliver on it, “Nota sin-
gle government has been
able to provide facilities to
the masses.”

Abbasi said he had
reached Sukkur for organ-
ising the party. “People
belonging to different
cities of the country have
joined the Awam Pakistan
Party,” he informed.

The former prime
minister was of the view
that the government and
the opposition should sort
out their differences in
the parliament rather
than washing their dirty
linen in public. “But the
question is what is being
discussed these days is in
the benefit of the country
or its people?” he ques-
tioned, and added,
“Certainly not.”

Abbasi said whenever
there were issues in a
country like the ones
being witnessed these
days, there was bound to
be foreign interference.
He said this categorically
that no province could
deprive the other province
of its share in the water
resources,
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