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PM lauds Azerbaijan’s principled
stance on Jammu & Kashmir

ARIF MEHMOOD KHAN

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
Monday lauded
Azerbaijan’s continued
principled stance on the
Jammu and Kashmir issue
and the right of self-deter-
mination of the Kashmiri
people, as enshrined in
the relevant United
Nations Security Council
resolutions.

On the invitation of
President ITham Aliyev,
the prime minister was on
a state visit to Azerbaijan,
from 24-25 February 2025.

PM  Shehbaz was
received at the Zugulba
Palace by President [lham

Aliyev on 24 February
2025. During their
detailed interaction, the
two sides discussed areas
of mutual interest and
bilateral cooperation and
expressed the desire to
further foster collabora-
tion across multiple sec-
tors. Azerbaijan’s
President accepted the
Prime Minister’s invita-
tion to visit Pakistan in
April 2025 to sign various
important agreements.
Both leaders reaf-
firmed their commitment
to the strategic partner-
ship between the two
countries and expressed
satisfaction on the steady
growth and consolidation

of the strong friendship.
They also emphasised

the importance of further
enhancing bilateral trade

B~

and investment and to
explore joint investment

projects in the areas of
energy, infrastructure,
investment and connec-
tivity. The Prime Minister
attended a Business
Forum organized in col-
laboration with the Export
and Investment
Promotion Agency of the
Republic of Azerbaijan
(AZPROMO), The Prime
Minister highlighted the
implementation of the
Preferential Trade
Agreement (PTA) and the
Transit Trade Agreement
(TTA) and also noted that
Azerbaijan-Pakistan
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry has been
inaugurated on February
12, 2025 in Pakistan.

JI plans protest drive
against govt after
Ramazan: Hafiz Naeem

LAHORE: Jamaat-e-Islami
Emir Hafiz Naeemur
Rehman said on Monday
the party would launch a
protest movement
against the government
after Ramazan.
Speaking to media
after JI's Majlis-e-Shoora
(consultative committee)
meeting, he said the
party had reviewed facili-
ties available to the mass-
es. He said the partici-
pants decided to launch a
movement against the
government after the holy
month as there was no
relief for the public
despite renewed agree-

ments with [PPs.

overnment
should provide substan-
tial relief to the masses in
prices of fuel and electric-
ity, he demanded.

As part of the strate-
gy, he said, the JI would
stage protests on national
highways and besiege
chief minister and gover-
nor houses.

He said the farmers
should join protest every-
where to force the govern-
ment to reduce prices,
‘There should be a govern-
ment on the basis on
Form 45, he added. The JI
chief said the people of
Palestine would not com-
promise on its dignity.

Rubina Khalid urges unified action to
strengthen Pakistan’s social protection system

SAMRA ATHAR

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson
of the Benazir Income
Support Programme
(BISP), Senator Rubina
Khalid on Monday urged
de\relopmenl partners,
policymakers, and stake-
holders to collaborate in
fortifying Pakistan's
social protection frame-
work.Pakistani cuisine
recipes

She made this call dur-
ing the Second National
Social Protection
Conference, which com-
menced in Karachi, said a
news release.

The three-day confer-
ence, running from
February 24th to 26th, is
organized by GIZ Pakistan

on behalf of the European
Union and the Cerman
Federal Ministry for
Economic  Cooperation
and Development (BMZ).

The event aims to

enhance  cooperation,
pmmate digital innova-
tion, and ensure financial
sustainability in
Pakistan's social pr
tion system.

Speaking at the con-
ference's opening ses-
sion, Senator Rubina
Khalid emphasized BISP's
Tole as the largest social
safety net in Asia.

She recalled the vision
of Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto, who once
said, “No nation can truly
progress if its most vul-

nerable communities are
left behind.” This vision
laid the foundation for
BISP’s establishment in
2008, ensuring social pro-
tection as a fundamental
right rather than a privi-
lege.

Highlighting BISP's

achievements, Senator
Khalid noted that the
Benazir Kafaalat program
has been a lifeline for 9,
million families, provid-
ing them with quarterly
financial support,

She also pointed out
that the Benazir Taleemi

Wazaif initiative has
enrolled over 10.7 million
children s0% of whom are
girls by linking financial
assistance to school atten-
dance. Additionally, the
Benazir Nashonuma pro-
gram addresses maternal
and child health, offering
nutritional support to
pregnant and lactating
mothers across the coun-
try. Senator Khalid fur-
ther underscored the sig-
nificance of the National
Socio-Economic Registry
(NSER), describing it as
the ‘backbone of
Pakistan's social protec-
tion database,

The NSER, a pioneer-
ing dynamic registry,
facilitates over gs social

sector programs at both
federal and provincial lev-
els, ensuring targeted
assistance for the most
vulnerable populations.

The BISP chairperson
also announced the
launch of new skill devel-
opment initiatives aimed
at economic empower-
ment for beneficiaries.

She stressed the need
for enhanced federal-
provincial coordination to
establish an integrated
social protection ecosys-
tem. “The challenges of
poverty, climate change,
and economic instability
demand stronger social
protection mechanisms
‘based on global best prac-
tices,” she stated.

Article 245 does not grant judicial powers
to military, argues Imran Khan’s counsel

KOMAL BUTT
ISLAMABAD: The
Supreme Court of

Pakistan resumed hearing
on the intra-court appeal
against the military trials
of civilians on Monday.

A seven-member con-
stitutional bench, led by
Justice Aminuddin Khan,
is presiding over the case.
The bench includes Justice
Jamal Mandokhail, Justice
Muhammad Ali Mazhar,
Justice Hassan Azhar
Rizvi, Justice Musarrat
Hilali, Justice Naeem
Akhtar  Afghan, and
Justice  Shahid  Bilal

n.

Currently, former
prime minister Imran
Khan's lawyer Uzair
Bhandari is presenting

arguments. Previously,
Barrister Aitzaz Ahsan's
lawyer Latif Khosa had
completed his arguments
in the last hearing.
During the hearing,
the Supreme Court ques-
tioned the relevance of
Article 245 in the case. The
court remarked that if the
argument based on Article
245 is accepted, how will
the army defend its insti-
tutions? Uzair Bhandari
argued that even if the
Army Act is struck down,
the Anti-Terrorism Act
remains applicable, He
stated that in cases where
multiple forums exist, the
priority should be to
ensure the protection of
fundamental rtights. He
emphasised that Article

i
245 does not grant judicial
powers to the military.
Justice Jamal Mandokhail
inquired whether a court-
martial is considered a
judicial proceeding.
Bhandari responded that
while a court-martial has

judicial authority, it
applies only to military
personnel, mot civilians,
Justice Aminuddin Khan
remarked that some cate-
gories of civilians do fall
under the Army Act,
questioning how the dis-

tinction between those
who qualify under the
Army Act and those who
do not will be made.
Meanwhile, Justice
Naeem Akhtar Afghan
questioned where the
trial would be conducted
if both military person-
nel and civilians violate
the Official Secrets Act
together, Bhandari
replied that such cases
should be heard in an
anti-terrorism court, not
a military tribunal.
Justice Mandokhail stat-
ed that understanding
the true purpose of the
Army Act would resolve
half of the issue, as the
constitution explicitly
stated that this act is rel-
evant only to the armed

forces.
Additionally, argu-
ments from Salman

Akram Raja, represent-
ing military court con-
vict Arzam Junaid, and
Ministry of Defence's
counsel Khawaja Haris
have also been conclud-
ed. The petitioner's
lawyer, Khawaja Ahmad
Hussain, has already fin-
ished his arguments, It
is noteworthy that the
federal government,
Punjab, Balochistan, the
Ministry of Interior, the
Ministry of Law, and the
Martyrs" Foundation
have aligned themselves
with the arguments pre-
sented by Ministry of
Defence's counsel
Khawaja Haris.

IMF delegation lauds
Pakistan’s efforts
on green budgeting

AYESHA REHAN

ISLAMABAD: A four-mem-
ber International
Monetary Fund (IMF) tech-
nical delegation met
Pakistani officials here on
Monday for talks on cli-
mate financing. According
to sources, negotiations
were held between the IMF
delegation and federal and
provincial officials on
green budgeting, climate
spending tagging, track-
ing, and reporting.

Sources stated that a
proposal to impose a car-
bon levy in the budgert for
the fiscal year 2025-26 is

under consideration. A
preliminary draft was dis-
cussed during negotiations
and the IMF gave sugges-
tions on the levy, they
added. There was also dis-
cussion on electric vehicles
and subsidies, the sources
said, and added that the
IMF delegation would also
provide suggestions for
expanding green budget-
ing in the upcoming bud-
get. The sources indicated
that today's discussions
focused on measures to
counter climate change,
with briefings on the fed-
eral and provincial initia-
tives on climare.

KP Governor writes PM
to rename Islamabad
Airport as BBA

PEAK POINT

PESHAWAR:  Governor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Faisal Karim Kundi, has

ly proposed to feder-
al government to rename
the New Islamabad
International Airport as
Benazir Bhutto
International Airport, hon-
oring the late former prime
minister.

In a letter addressed to
the prime minister on
Monday, Governor Kundi
emphasized that the old
Islamabad airport was orig-
inally named Benazir
Bhutto International
Alrport on June z1, 2008,
following her assassination
in December 2007.

However, in April 2018,

the Aviation Division

renamed the newly con-
structed airport as New
Islamabad International
Airport, removing Bhutto's
name,

Kundi said that naming
major airports after nation-
al leaders is a global tradi-
tion, citing examples such
as Jinnah International
Airport Karachi, Allama
Igbal International Airport
Lahore, and Indira Candhi

International Airport
Delhi, Sheikh Zayed
International Ajrport
Rahim Yar Khan, Begum
Nusrat Bhutto
International Airport

Sukker and others. He fur-
ther stated that restoring
the name would recognize
Bhutto'’s contributions and
sacrifice for Pakistan’s
democracy.

Pak-China cooperation in education,
media to be expanded: Chinese Ambassador

HUMA REHAN

ISLAMABAD:  Chinese
Ambassador to Pakistan,
Jiang Zaidong Monday
said that it is a high time
to take profound and sub-
stantial steps to further
strengthen China-
Pakistan all-weather
strategic cooperative
partnership.

“We are ready to
expand cooperation with
Pakistan in education,
media, think tanks,
youth exchanges, and the
film and television indus-
tries, to foster mutual
learning between civiliza-
tions and strengthen cul-
tural and people-to-
people ties,” the ambas-
sador said rtalking to
media after addressing a
ceremony.

‘The ambassador said,
“We will help Pakistan in
developing human
resources,  increasing

training opportunities,
and implement the bilat-
eral initiative of sending
1,000 Pakistanis to China
for modern agricultural
training.”

He said that at the
invitation of President Xi
Jinping, President of
Pakistan Asif Ali Zardari
paid a successful state
visit to China earlier this
month,

“We are pleased to see
that since the establish-

ment of the new
Pakistani government
last year, China and

Pakistan have main-
tained close high-level
exchanges.”

He said, “We are
ready to work with
Pakistani side for the
implementation, and
turn those important
consensus into tangible
practices and fruitful out-
comes of our bilateral

couperatiun e

The ambassador said,
“We must aim high to
deepen high-level strate-
gic cooperation,”

He added the develop-
ment of China-Pakistan
relations over the past
year further indicates
that high-level strategic
guidance is the funda-
mental guarantee for the
steady and long-term
development of our bilat-
eral relations.”

| s

He said that this year
marks the 1oth anniver-
sary of President Xi
Jinping's historic visit to
Pakistan in 2015, and in
the next year, we will cel-
ebrate the 7sth anmiver-
sary of the establishment
of diplomatic relations
between China and
Pakistan, presenting sig-
nificant moments and
development opportuni-
ties for China-Pakistan
relations.

He said that China is
ready to work with
Pakistan to fully under-
stand and appreciate the
profound  significance
and valuable insights
from President Xi's his-
toric visit and consistent-
ly view and develop
China-Pakistan relations
from a strategic level.

The ambassador said,
“By combining a long-
term vision with prag-
matic actions, we aim to
continuously advance the
China-Pakistan all-
weather strategic cooper-
ative partnership, accel-
erate the building of an
even closer China-
Pakistan community
with a shared future in
the new era, to celebrate
the 75th anniversary of
our diplomatic relations
with the vivid practice of
high-guality CPEC devel-
opment and other cooper-

ation.”

He said that China is
ready to deepen practical
cooperation with
Pakistan in  various
fields, work together to
upgrade CPEC coopera-
tion, and help Pakistan
consolidate its develop-
ment foundations and
unleash its development
potential. “We are pre-
pared to work with
Pakistan to ensure effec-
tive implementation,
focusing on key projects.
We'll continue to advance
the realignment of the
Karakoram Highway
Phase II and the upgrade
of the Main Line-1 rail-
way project, actively pro-
mote the comprehensive
development and opera-
tion of Gwadar Port, and
ensure the stable opera-
tion of the Khunjerab
Pass besides expanding
cooperation in agricultur-

I-Ie said thar last year,
China-Pakistan agricul-
tural trade exceeded $1
billion, with Pakistan
enjoying a valuable sur-
plus of $237 million.

On February 14 this
year, the first batch of
26.5 tons of high-value-
added buffalo dairy prod-
ucts arrived in China,
which is great signifi-
cance, showcasing the
resilience and prospects
of our bilateral agricul-
tural cooperation, He
said that while advancing
existing agricultural pro-
jects, we should promptly
identify a second batch of
CPEC agricultural pro-
jects, so that grains, cot-
ton, oil, meat and dairy
products can all be cov-
ered. Jiang Zaidong said,
“We aim to promote mod-
ern and efficient agricul-
tural cooperation. We'll

expand new models like
contract  farming to
enhance the sense of ful-
fillment for enterprises
and farmers in both
countries.”

He said that while
focusing on cultivating
growth points, we’ll
accelerate the construc-
tion of model Special
Economic Zones (SEZs),
attract more export-ori-
ented enterprises,
explore cooperation in
emerging fields such as
artificial intelligence
(Al), develop cross-border
E-commerce collabora-
tions, and welcome third-
party participation in
CPEC cooperation, to bet-
ter harness the potential
of B2B collaborations.

He said that China
will continue to carry out
more small but beautiful
projects to benefit people
of Pakistan’s livelihoods.
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Ravindra stars as NZ thump Banglad

Daily Peak Point, February 25, 2025

to reach Champions Trophy semis

ARIF MEHMOOD KHAN

RAWALPINDI; New
Zealand have secured
their second consecutive
win in the ICC Champions
Trophy 2025, leading
them to the tournament's
semi-finals after the
Black Caps achieved victo-
Ty over Bangladesh in the
sixth group match of the
tournament played at the
Rawalpindi Cricket
Stadium on Monday.

Chasing a modest 237-
run target, the Blackcaps
knocked the winning
runs for the loss of five
wickets and 23 balls to
spare, courtesy of an
anchoring fourth-wicket
partnership between cen-
turion Ravindra and in-
form Tom Latham.

New Zealand, howev-
er, had a contrasting start
to the pursuit as they lost
in-form Will Young (o)
and veteran Kane

Williamson (five) inside

four overs with just 15

Tuns on the board.
Following the early

stumble, returning
Ravindra joined Conway
in the middle and

launched recovery.

The duo shared an
important 57-run partner-
ship for the third wicket
until Mustafizur Rahman
struck in the 16th over to
get rid of the opening bat-
ter, who scored 30 off 45
deliveries, hitting six
fours,

Ravindra then joined
forces with Latham and
put New Zealand in a
commanding  position
with a 129-run partner-
ship.

He eventually fell vic-
tim to Rishad Hossain in
the 3gth over after top-
scoring for New Zealand
with 112 off 105 deliveries,
studded with 12 fours and
asix.

Latham, on the other
hand, walked back in the
42nd over after contribut-
ing 55 from 76 deliveries,
laced with three fours.

Clenn Phillips and
Michael Bracewell then
ensured there were no
further hiccups in the
modest run chase and

steered New Zealand to a
rewarding triumph.
Phillips remained
unbeaten with 28-ball 21,
while Bracewell made 1

off 13 deliveries.

For Bangladesh,
Taskin Ahmed, Nahid
Rana, Rahman and

Hossain picked up one

wicket apiece.

New Zealand captain
Mitchell Santner's deci-
sion to bowl first paid div-
idends as an all-round
bowling effort gave them
amodest total to chase,

gotofftoa

Dubai.

The duo added an
important 45 runs for the
sixth wicket until Shanto

fell victim to Wil
O'Rourke in the 38th over.
The Bangladesh

relatively decent start to
their innings as openers
Najmul Hossain Shanto
and Tanzid Hasan laid a
solid foundation with a
45-run stand, culminat-
ing with the latter's dis-
missal in the ninth over.
Bangladesh then
began to lose wickets at
regular intervals and were
eventually reduced to
118/5 in 26.1 overs with
Shanto still hanging on.
The skipper finally
received ample support
from the other end in the
form of middle-order bat-
ter Jaker Ali, who scored a
valiant century in
Bangladesh's campaign
opener against India in

I the top-scorer
for his side with a gutsy 77
off 110 deliveries, laced
with nine fours.

Jaker oversaw
Bangladesh's batting
expedition wuntil the

penultimate over and
walked back after scoring
an important 45 off 55
balls with the help of
three fours and a six.

He was also involved
in a handy 33-run partner-
ship with Rishad
Hossain, who made a 25-
ball 26.

Bangladesh's number
nine Taskin Ahmed added
further valuable runs at
the backend with a 10-run
cameo, coming off 20
deliveries.

Pakistan crash out of
Champions Trophy 2025

RIZWAN HAIDER

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan crashed
out of the ICC Champions Trophy
2025 on Monday after New
Zealand thrashed Bangladesh in
the group-stage clash of the
prestogious tournament, under-
way until March 9.

New Zealand and India have
booked their spots for the semi-
finals after winning the first two
of their respective Champions
Trophy 2025 matches.

The defending champions
and hosts kicked off their
defence against New Zealand,
who beat them twice in the
recently held tri-nation ODI
series which also featured South
Africa.

Batting first in the curtain-
raiser, the Blackcaps racked up a
massive total of 320/s, courtesy of
anchoring centuries from opener
Will Young and wicketkeeper
batter Tom Latham.

Pakistan’s Dbowling unit
struggled against a disciplined
New Zealand batting unit, with

Naseem Shah being their stan
out performer for his two wickets
for 63 runs in his 10 overs, while
his fellow pacer Haris Rauf was
even more expensive, leaking
away 83 runs in as many overs.
In response, the home side’s
batting unit could muster 260
Tuns before being bundled out in

-

47.2 overs. Returning all-rounder
Khushdil Shah remained the top-
scorer with a 49-ball 69, followed
by Babar Azam, who made a
scratchy 64 from 9o deliveries.

The holders then faced arch-
rivals India on Sunday in Dubai,
aiming to stay alive in the tour-
nament.

But, their batting unit failed
to deliver in the must-win high-
stakes clash and scored a paltry
241 before getting bowled out in
the final over.

Middle-order Dbatter Saud
Shakeel was the top-scorer with a
caurtious 62 off 76 deliveries, with
the aid of five boundaries,

Left-arm spinner Kuldeep
Yadav was the pick of the bowlers
for India, taking three wickets
for just 40 runs in his nine overs.

In response, India comfort-
ably chased down the 242-run tar-
get for the loss of four wickets
and 45 balls to spare, thanks to
Virat Kohli's masterful century.

‘With two defeats in as many
matches, Pakistan's chances to
qualify for the semi-finals of the
Champions Trophy 2025 had
become bleak and dependent on
the outcomes of the remaining

Derby

SEHRISH NAZ

LAHORE: The Pakistan
Derby 2025 lived up to its
prestigious reputation as
Favourite Sardar deliv-
ered a commanding per-
formance to clinch the
coveted title at the
Lahore Race Club. The
thrilling race saw Sardar,
trained by Tougeer and
owned by Ch Ashfaq, out-

ing the ition
to claim victory. The cel-
ebrations were amplified
as President Asif Ali
Zardari presented the
grand Rs 10 million win-
ner's purse and trophy to
the jubilant trainer and
owner. The event was
graced by LRC Chairman

Group A matches. But New | |[Ahmed Makhdoom
Zealand's victory over | |Ahmed, Secretary
Bangladesh denied them any | [Shahzad Akhtar, and
chance of pr further in atives

the eight-team tournament.

Wasim Akram slams PCB and selectors after
Pakistan’s defeat to India in Champions Trophy 2025

MUHAMMAD USMAN

ISLAMABAD: Former
Pakistan pace legend
‘Wasim Akram has strong-
ly criticized the Pakistan
cricket team, the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB), and
the selectors following the
team’s six-wicket loss to
India in the Champions
Trophy 2025 clash in Dubai
on Sunday.

During a recent televi-
sion appearance, Akram
called for sweeping
changes in the squad, urg-
ing selectors to drop
underperforming senior
players and invest in
young, fearless cricketers,
The former captain
expressed frustration over
the team’'s inability to
meet expectations, stating
that Pakistan's white-ball
struggles have persisted
for years.

“Enough is enough.

We are losing in white-ball
cricket with these players
for a couple of years now.
It's time to take a bold
step,” Akram remarked,
backing fellow former
pacer Wagqar Younis' sug-

gestion to introduce fresh
talent even if it means
short-term losses,

Akram also highlight-
ed Pakistan's poor bowling
performances, revealing
that the team's bowlers

P e e
‘have taken only 24 wi
in their last five games at
of
Shockingly, among the 14
teams that have played
ODI cricket this year,
including Oman and the

an  average

ckets

USA, Pakistan has the sec-
ond-worst bowling aver-
age. “We have tried every-
thing., In the last five
games, all Pakistani
bowlers combined have
taken just 24 wickets atan
average of 60,” he noted,
The s8-year-old also
revealed that PCB chair-
man Mohsin Naqvi had
advised  selectors to
reassess the squad before
the tournament, but they
chose to persist with the
same underperforming
players. “Even the chair-
man told them to make
changes if needed, but
after a one-hour meeting,
they stuck with the same
5q * Akram said, ques-
tioning the decision-mak-

ing process. He also held
60.  pakistan's captain,
Mohammad Rizwan,

accountable for failing to
assess conditions and
select the right players,

Din Polo clinch Diamond
Paints Polo Cup

PEAK POINT

LAHORE: Din Polo clinched the
coveted trophy of the Diamond
Paints Polo Cup, co-sponsored by
Pro Health, after securing a
thrilling 106 victory over
Diamond Paints in the main final
at the Lahore Garrison Polo

ness the final of the six-goal event,
part of the Pakistan Polo
Association’s calendar. Prominent
attendees included Diamond
Paints Director Sabina Saman,
CEQ Mir Shoaib Ahmed, Mrs,
Shoaib Ahmed, Director Mir
Huzaifa Ahmed, Pro Health
Director Chulam Muhammad
Laghari, Sardar Isa i, and

w

Club Secretary Major (Retd) Babar
Mahboob Awan, along with a sig-
nificant crowd of polo enthusi-
asts, The final match between Din

Polo and Diamond Paints proved
highly competitive, Din Polo
emerged victorious with a 10-6 tri-
umph, Raja Jalal Arsalan and

trophy
i

Muhammad Ali Malik led the
charge for Din Polo, scoring four
fabulous goals each, while Farhad
Muhammad Sheikh and Mian
Abbas Mukhtar contributed one
goal each.For Diamond Paints,
Mir Huzaifa Ahmed scored three
goals, Raja Taimur Nadeem netted
two, and Malik Ali Kuli Khan
added one goal. Diamond Paints
asserted their dominance in the
first chukker, netting three bril-
liant goals against one from Din
Polo, securing an early 3-1 lead.
However, Din Polo roared back in
the second chukker, firing four
spectacular goals, while Diamond
Paints managed just one, bringing
the match to an intense 5-5 dead-
lock,

sponsors  Lake

JAVED KHAN

ISLAMABAD:  Captain
[Mohammad Rizwan said
Pakistan's middle order
succumbed to the pres-
sure in a Champions
Trophy defeat by fierce
rivals India on Sunday
that left the tournament
hosts' chances of pro-
gressing to the knockout
stage hanging by a
thread.

The defending cham-
pions were restricted to
241 all out in 49.4 overs
and India comfortably
chased down the total
with six wickets and 45
balls remaining thanks
to Virat Kohli's unbeaten

100 at the Dubai
International  Cricket
Stadium.

Rizwan, who scored
46 in a 104-run stand
with Saud Shakeel (62),
said his team had paid a
lheavy price for failing to
build on the momen-
tum.

Eavouritg Sardar
lifts Pakistan
2025 trophy

A

A
adding further prestige

to Pakistan's premier
horse racing spectacle. In
the day's marquee event,
Pakistan Derby zo2s,
Favourite Sardar asserted
his dominance, finishing
the prestigious race in
2.34 seconds to claim the
top prize. Golden Market
emerged as a surprise
second-place finisher,

Rizwan says pressure gotto
Pakistan's batsmen in loss to India

: N g
"The mldrl{le order

wasn't good enough,”

Rizwan told reporters.

"The players per-
formed well before this.
In our meeting we had
discussed that on this
pitch around 270-280
would be enough (but)
because the outfield was
slow, the pitch was slow,
the ball wasn't going
into the gaps.

"Saud and I tried to
build a partnership and
took a lot of time, but
after that the shot selec-
tion was poor. That's

earning a Rs 2z million|
reward, while Swift|
Retort, another unex-|
pected contender,
secured Rs 1 million for|
third place. Earlier, the]
day began with a major|
upset as War Command,|
ridden by Mohammad)
Hanif, stormed to an|
unexpected victory in the|
opening race

where they got a chance|
to take our wickets, Our|
middle maybe

order
couldn't take the pres-|
sure.”

Pakistan will Dbe
knocked out if New
Zealand beat Bangladesh
in Rawalpindi later on
Monday.

“For now, we can say|
that it's over. This is the|
truth, We'll see what|
Bangladesh do with New|
Zealand, what New|
Zealand do with India,
and what we do,"” Rizwan|
said.

PEAK POINT

KARACHI: Like other
cricket fans, Sindh
Covernor Kamran Tessori
is also heartbroken over
the defeat of Pakistan in
critical match of
Champions 2025 against
[ndia in Dubai.

“It is easy to take
installment from IMF,
but it is now difficult for
Pakistan to enter second
round of Champion
Trophy 2025.

“The national team's
batting line crumbled,
bowlers trembled, field-
ers dropped catches and

Tessorl heartb}'oken over national
team’s defeat in crucial match

=

missed Tun out - all the
fun was ruined by seeing
this,” the governor said,

Kamran Tessori said
batsmen need best skills
and fighting spirit. If a
team is built with high-

est standards, fans willl
never be disappointed.

The governor Kamran|
said if the team had won|
the match, he would)|
have given a prize of Rs 10|
million.




TeW us of

L s .l 0
ormer Employees of Monal Restaurant holds placards and shouting slogans during protest in the favor of their demands out-
side National Press Club In federal Capital.

PILDAT releases performance evaluation
of federal ministers in the first year

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: As the first year of the
16th National Assembly draws to a
close on February 28, 2025, PILDAT
has looked at how Federal Cabinet
‘members have fared during the year
in terms of their presence and per-
fommweinmelegulanue Toeval-

of the members of
the Federal Cabinet i
Parliamen

functional

the Senate of Pakistan which was
reconvened after the election of half
of its membership on April 09, 2024.
PILDAT has used twin parameters of
the objective criteria: attendance of
ministers in the Parliament and the

Hol.dmgmreekeypam‘ohos Law
and Justice, Human Rights and
Parliamentary Affairs. Senator
Azam Tarar can be credited by the
Government with the passage of
most of the 38 government bills in
the National Assembly during the
first year, which is believed to be the
record number of bills passed by any
pasAsaﬂnh]yduﬂngimﬂ.myear
inbothhausaafthe
Iamarnen[ National
the Senate - was found to be th:
highest by significant margins as he
ittendrdsgi'_wls)outufimmbmzd

of the

(44%) sittings of the Parliament and
spoke for more than 5.5 hours and
secured second pusmon in both

Maritime Affairs, ranks third in
attendance with 57 (43%) sittings
artended. , he spoke for
only 1 minutes during the first par-
liamentary year, placing him at 17th
Tanveer Hussain, MNA, Federal
Minister for Industries, Production
National Food Security and
Research, Mian Riaz Hussain
Pirzada, MNA, Federal Minister of
and Wnrks and Mr, Al
Pervaiz, MNA, ‘Minister of State for
Finance, Revenue and Power
Division, are tied for fourth position
in artendance mnlungs with 66
(42%) sittings attended. They each
spukzﬁonhaurmrrunuwi 1houri
minute and 1 hour 31 minutes
rgspel:uvely In terms of speaking
time, Mr. Attaullah Tarar, MNA,
Federal Minister for h'lfo'n'mmn,
Broadcasting, National Hemage
and Culture, has ranked third.
spoke for a.lmast 4.5 ‘hours but

timein the
Parliament. Mr. Qaiser Ahmed

attended in

rankings is Finance Minister
Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb
who spoke for nearly 4 hours but
attended only 35 (22%) sittings. In
fifth spot for speaking time stands
Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
for Foreign Affairs, who spoke for 2
hours and 45 minutes, despite
attending only 32 (20%) sittings,
Senator Syed Mohsin Raza Naqvi,
Federal Minister for Interior and
Narcotics Control, came in second
last on both indicators: attending
only 10 (6%) sittings and speaking for
only 12 minutes during the entire
year. Senator Ahad Cheema,
Federal Minister for Economic
Affairs and Establishment, has
come at the bottom of both rank-
ings, attending only 9 sm:mgs and
speaking for only 1 minute 1;1

Parliament. Note that this analysis
is based on data of the National
Assembly session that ended on
February 18, 2025 and the Senate ses-
sion that was prorogued on February

in the Parliament during 2024-2025.

Sheikh, MNA, Federal Minister for

coming
at fifth in attendance rankings.
Following him in speaking

time

21, 2025,
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Senate Commlttee Uncovers

Rs. 413 Million Embezzlement
in Petroleum Sector

NADEEM TANOLI

ISLAMABAD: Senate
Standing Committee on
Petroleum®, chaired by
**Senator Umer Farooq,
convened at Parliament
House to review **finan-
cial and administrative
irregularities* within the
petroleum sector. The
meeting was attended by
senior officials from the
*Petroleum Division,
**OCDCL*, and relevant
departments. Committee
members criticized
*OCDCL's failure to issue
the production bonus,
despite a **Supreme Court
ruling* on the matter.
Officials argued that
OGDCL was not obligated
to pay, but the
Committee expressed
serious reservations over
the Ministry of
Petroleum’s inaction in

reviewing the Court's
judgment. The
‘Petroleum Division
assured® that the matter
would be re-evaluated.
The Committee also
reviewed *major financial
losses, including a **Rs.
380 million embezzle-
ment* at the *Central
Base Store (CBS) Manga,
Rs. 5 million in **stolen
civil material* at the
*Bannu West project, and
Rs. 28 million lost
through misappropriated
**scrapped industrial
materials* in *Lahore*.
Additionally, the
Committee discussed the
*curtailment of local gas
production, reportedly
due to an agreement with
**Qatar for ten LNG car-
goes per month. Concerns
were raised over the
**deteriorating condition
of gas pipelines, the

**lack of storage facilities,
and the **need for better
oversight on drilling oper-
ations®. Senator Umer
Faroog also questioned
the ‘*Iran-Pakistan gas
pipeline delay, arguing
that while trade with Iran
remains unaffected by
sanctions, key energy pro-
jects continue to face
restrictions. The
Committee called for
**greater transparency* in
the appointment of
petroleum company
*Board of Directors® and
*Managing  Directors,
requesting input from the
“*Ministry of Finance*.
The *Chairman directed
officials to provide a time-
line for resolving these
issues* and ordered *regu-
lar progress updates* to
ensure accountability and
sectoral improvements.

Rang-¢-Pakistan Festival successfully concludes
at Lok Virsa with a grand celebration of culture

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: The Rang-e-
Pakistan Festival, a grand
three-day cultural event
celebrating Pakistan's
diverse heritage, success-
fully concluded at Lok Vusa
on Monday, O

under the directions of the
National and

oration with Pakistan
National Council of Arts,
Pakistan Academy of
Letters, Department of
Archeology and Museums,

National Language
Promotion Board, and lqbal
Academy, the festival

brought together artists,
, musicians, and

literary figures from across
thz country to highlight
Pakistan’s rich cultural and
artistic traditions. A num-
ber of visitors, including
families, students, art
lovers, and foreign dele-
gates, attended the festival
over the three days, making
it one of the most success-
ful cultural gatherings in
recent times. The festival
served as a platform to pro-
mote inter-provincial har-
mony, foster appreciation
for traditional arts, and
provide recognition to local
talent. Amajor highlight of
the festival was the artisan
craft exhibition, where over
30 skilled craftsmen from

different  regions  of
Pakistan participated,
ing intricate hand-

made products ranging
from traditional pottery
and embroidery to wood-
work and calligraphy. The
[esﬂvalp]ayed a key role in

these artisans
wnh cultural organizations
and buyers, providing
them with opportunities to
sustain and expand their
craft. The event also fea-
tured captivating folk per-
formances, where tradi-
tional dancers and musi-
cians kept the audience
entertained with their
vibrant expressions of cul-
tural identiry.

Oplmon & Editorial

Efforts to Create Chaos and Division in Pakistan & AJK: A Destructive Agenda

Abdul Basit Alvi

the context of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK), also known as
Kashmir," the region

is located in the northern
part of Pakistan and is
famous for its picturesque
landscapes, stunning val-
leys, and rich cultural her-
itage. AJK is celebrated for
its mnatural beauty and
peaceful atmosphere, but
beyond the breathtaking
\news, it is home to a
unique culture of love,
peace, and unity, deeply
rooted in its history, people,
and traditions. Despite the
region's political complexi-
ties and its proximity to the
disputed Kashmir region,
AJK has remained a symbol
of harmony and mutual
respect among its diverse
communities. AJK's history
hasbeen integral in shaping
its current culture of peace
and unity. Its strategic loca-
don, nestled in the foothills

focal point of political con-
flict. However, despite
being located in one of
South Asia's most politically
sensitive areas, AJK has
managed to maintain a rel-
atively peaceful atmo-
sphere. In 1947, the
Partition of India led to the
creation of both Pakistan
and India, leaving the
princely state of Jammu and
Kashmir with the decision
of choosing to accede to one
of the newly formed
nations. The choice to join
Pakistan the first
Kashmir war from 1947-
1948, Tesulting in the divi-
sion of the region and the
formation of AJK as a self-
governing entity under
Pakistan. Despite facing
political challenges, AJK has
successfully preserved a
unique identity centered
around the well-being and
unity of its people. This
identity has been nurtured

sity, and a collective desire
for peace. AJK is home to a
diverse population, with
various ethnic, religious,
and linguistic communities
living together in harmony.
The region is primarily
inhabited by Punjabis,
Paharis, Mirpuris, and
Gujjars, with Islam being
the dominant religion. This
diversity is embraced
through festivals, cere-
monies, and daily interac-
tions, fostering an atmo-
sphere of mutual respect.
Eid and other religious festi-
vals are celebrated with

ty. The sharing of food,
collective participation in
cultural events break down
barriers and strengthen the

spirit of unity. For example,
during Eid celebrations, it is
common to see from
different  communities
uommg together to share
meals and celebrate, This

and mutual support come
naturally. During times of
hardship or celebration,
people in AJK rely on their

past.

wali” (a code of honor and
hospitality) is also com-
mon, where kindness,
respect, and helping others
in need are essential values.
This sense of hospitality
extends to visitors and
strangers, reinforcing the
ideals of love, compassion,
and peace. Education plays
a vital role in promoting
peace and unity in AJK. The
mgimhasmad.esig'ﬂ.ﬁcan(
investments in improving
edncauenal infrastructure
and

colleges across AJK not only
focus on academics but also
emphasize moral values,
community service, and
social cohesion.
Educational institutions in
the region shape young
minds to understand and
appreciate diversity, toler-
ance, and coexis-
I:ew:!. Students from differ-
learn to

and i
wherequmalmdrmglmzs
ies are re
the foundation of

Iorm

nity p]ay a central role ln
shaping individual values
and social norms in AJK.
The concept of "lzzat"
(hnnnr] is deeply ingrained
in the culture, and main-
taining peace and unity
munity is of utmost impor-
tance. Families in AJK often
livein close-knit units, with
strong bonds between
extended families and
neighbors. This intercon-

creates an envi-
ronment where cooperation

mllabmate Tespect differ-
ences, and participate in
activities that promote
social harmony. This inclu-
sive education system nur-
tures a generation that pri-
oritizes unity over division
and peace over conflict.
Additionally, AJK has seen
the growth of several uni-
versities and institutions
that attract students from

ety.The region’s stunning
landscapes also contribute
to fostering a culture of
‘peace. The beautiful valleys
of Neelum, Rawalakot, and
Bagh, along with serene
lakes, rivers, and forests,
Thave long been a source of
inspiration for the people of
AJK. Nature is not just a
backdrop but a source of
spirituality and tranquility.
The natural environment

with the tranguility and
sereml:y of the natural sur-

‘mirror their
appmam to life. This strong
‘bond with nature cultivates
a profound sense of inner
‘peace, which is reflected in
the community's collective
behavior. The residents are
Tecognized for their hospi-
tality, calm demeanor, and
peaceful atrirudes, all of
‘which are deeply rumed in
their connection to the nat-
ural world. Furthermore,
the tourism industry in AJK
has thrived due to the
Tegion's breathtaking land-
scapes, Tourists from all
‘over the world visit AJK, not
only to enjoy the stunning
scenery but also to experi-
‘ence the peace and tranguil-
ity that Lheareaoﬂiets ‘The
warm h extended
by the locals reflects the
‘peaceful nature of AJK soci-
ety, where visitors are wel-
comed with kindness and
respect.Regrettably, some
elements in AJK aim to
undermine

all over Pakistan, enhanc- the Awami Action

ing cultural exchange and Committee (AAC) has

mutual erged

peacet'ul atmosphere of the and a potential threat to the
creates an ideal envi-  region's peace and harmo-

ronment for educational ny. The AAC has become a

and , con-

tributing to the overall
peace and progress of soci-

controversial entity, facing
allegations of contributing
to social unrest and spread-

ing hate within the region.
Its activities have raised
concerns about its impact
on the political and social
fabric of AJK.The AAC has
shifted towards more

observers. It has been criti-
cized for il polit-

cy to incite hate and vio-
lence. It has been accused of
using hate speech and pro-
moting divisive rhetoric to
melanumsirybemeeneth—
nic and religious groups
within AJK. Through its
online campaigns, the AAC
has spread inflammatory

ical stability in AJK by
exploiting divisions for
political gain. The commit-
tee is often accused of back-
ing one political faction over
another, which has led to
increased friction and insti-
tutional breakdowns. This
is particularly harmful in a
region where the democrat-

created an environment of
mistrust and competition
rather than cooperation,
exacerbating the polmcal
climate with accusations of

been bl.amed for inciting
protests, boycotts, and
destabilizing campaigns
against its political rivals,
which have further aggra-
vated the fragile situation.
The group is accused of
orchestrating efforts to
destabilize the AJK govern-
ment, using inflammatory
thetoric to rally resistance
and portray the government
as controlled by external
forces, These actions have
been viewed as attempts to

and create a power vacuum
that the AAC hopes to
exploit. As a result, the
AAC's actions have con-
tributed to an atmosphere
of lawlessness and unrest,
leading to greater instabili-
ty in the region.Observers
have also taken note of the
AAC's Tole in

the region for personal
political gain. The AAC's
controversial activities are
largely driven by its tenden-

sions and undermining
peaceful coexistence. The
group’s leaders often adnpl
nationalist rhetoric, mixing
anti-Pakistan sentiments in

region's peace and securi-
ty.The political agenda of
the Awami Action
Committee is rooted in pop-
ulist rhetoric, often

ed in unrealistic and
unattainable goals. The
AAC’s strong anti-Pakistan
stance suggests that their
actions are supported by
external forces, notably
India and nationalist ele-
ments operating abroad.
These supparters,
'many of whom have sought
asylum under false pretens-
es, appear to be fueling the
group's divisive rhetoric.
Viewed through the lens of

such divisive rhetoric only
weakens constructive dia-
logue, fostering violence
and enmity among groups

Critics contend that the
AAC's actions, driven byide-
ological extremism, are

pushing the people of AJK

tial collapse of the region’s
social fabric. The AAC has
played a key role in leverag-
ing modern media, particu-
larly social media, to dis-
seminate its divisive ideolo-
gy. Its presence on digital
platforms has significantly
expanded its reach, allow-
ing it to influence a wide
audience. By

the actions of the AAC are
indefensible. Their violent
protests, which have
included attacks on ambu-
lances and police vehicles,
as well as damage to civil
and private property, reflect
a dangerous and hostile
mindset. Moreover, their
rhetoric on social media,
often laced with abusive
threats or mockery, further
exemplifies their disruptive
behavior. Indian media
have even celebrated AAC’s
artacks on local institu-
tions, adding to the interna-
tional. Even after their
demands were met, the
AAC chose to escalate ten-

ing AJK's cap-

information, spreading
isinf fon, and ust
provocative images and
videos, the AAC has stirred
emotions and created
widespread chaos. Their
activities on digital plat-
forms have fueled misinfor-
mation, leading to confu-
sion and fear in the region.
The group's use of social
media to target political
rivals and advance its own
agenda has online
disputes, resulting in verbal
abuse and even physical
confrontations. This
manipulation of media
undermines the ability of
citizens to d ish
between truth and false-
hood, jeopardizing the

sions by
ital. For many in AJK,
groups like the AAC are seen
as pressure organizations
bent on isolating the people
from the system, sowing
division, and spreading
hatred. Whether it's the
BLA or the AAC, extremist
and nationalist

teachings of Islam, which
eradicated such divisions
and granted all Muslims
equal rights and status.
Those who commit these
crimes either lack knowl-
edge of their faith or delib-
erately rebel against it. A
similar mindset exists
among a small faction in
Kashmir, where some indi-
viduals promote violence,
display hostility, and seek
to demean others, This sec-
ular ideology is a dangerous
poison for an Islamic soci-
ety, and people of Pakistan
and AJK must safeguard
themselves and their com-
munities from its harmful
influence.As the AAC's divi-
sive actions intensify, calls
for accountability are grow-
ing. Both political analysts
.and human rights organiza-

to hold the AAC responsible
for its destabilizing impact.
‘Many view the AAC's activi-
ties as a direct threat to the
long-term  peace and
progress of AJK. It is widely
believed that unless such
groups are held account-
able, the region will contin-
‘ue to suffer from violence,
chaos, and division. The
people of AK deserve leader-
ship that fosters social har-
mony, peaceful dialogue,
and a united push for self-
determination.

ledging the destruc-

tive  consequences of

pose a serious threat to the
peaueanduru:yofbothﬁ]](
and Pakistan. Nationalism

is like a spreading disease,
various regions. In
Balochistan,
militants recently killed
people sim:

directly contradict

and n

actions, including those of
the groups like BLA and
AAC, is essential to counter-
acting their negative
impact on the peace and
prosperity of both AJK and
Pakistan. Only by address-
ing these divisive forces can
AJK and Pakistan begin to
heal and build a more uni-
fied future.
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Aurangzeb reiterates commitment
to structural reforms for resilient
economy, sustainable growth

PEAK POINT
KARACHI: Federal Finance
Minister, Senator Muhammad

Aurangzeb,
ernment’s

inaugural session

Senator

reiterating the gov-
determination
structural reforms for paving a
foundation of resilient economy
and sustainable growth,
Monday urged that every sector
has to contribute in efforts for
export-led growth. He expressed
these views while addressing the
of
Pakistan Banking Summit 2025
and later talking to the media.
The maiden banking summit is
being organized by Pakistan
Banks Association to promote col-
laboration among the industry
leaders and foster integration
into the global banking spectrum.
Muhammad

to nomic stability

improvements in
on  balance, inflation
ket.

2-day nomic stability in

structure as well
other important
economy. Further

Aurangzeb said that the incum-
bent government had taken ardu-
ous decisions which resulted in a
significant progress in macroeco-

indicators like current account

The government is
menting an agenda of fundamen-
tal reforms for sustainable eco-

he said while referring to reforms
in FBR, fiscal prudence, restruc-
turing and rightsizing of public
sector entities and governance

government's reform agenda, he
said that the ministry of finance

depicted by
key economic

and stock mar-

is being engaged in tax policy for-
mation,
be limited only to mathematical
calculations but it should also
take the economic value in con-
sideration. The government is
introducing appmpnate reforms
and we will not give in, he cate-

as tax policy should not

gorically stated and vowed to take

imple-
various sectors,

argued.

as energy and
sectors of the
elaborating the

forward the reform agenda with
the same spirit. “Pakistan needs
to transform the DNA of its econ-
omy and move towards sustain-
able and inclusive growth,” he

We are heading in the

right direction and all these fac-
tors are boosting the confidence
of investors in the national econo-
my as well, he said and empha-
sized, but we need sustainability
and resilience to face the emerg-
ing challenges.

KARACHI: Federal Minister for Hnmce and Revenue Senator

memento at Pakistan Summi

being

Maritime security
exercise Sea Guard -25
commences 1n Karach1

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: The
Opening Brief of Exercise
SEA GUARD-25 was con-
ducted under the auspices
of the Pakistan Navy,
with Commander Coast,
Rear Admiral Faisal
Amin, in artendance.The
second in its series,
Exercise SEA GUARD is a
Pakistan Navy initiative
aimed at bringing togeth-
er representatives from
Pakistan’s diverse mar-
itime sectors, including
shipping, fisheries, law
enforcement agencies,
private entities, and
NCOs under one platform
to collectively address
multifaceted challenges
in the maritime domain,
said a news release of
Directorate General
Public Relations (Pakistan
Navy).

In addition to promi-
nent figures from the pri-
vate sector and fishing
community, representa-
tives from various organi-
zations, including the
Pakistan Maritime
Security Agency, Pakistan
Coast Guards, Pakistan

i b
National Shippin
Corporation, Anti-
Narcotics Force, Federal
Investigation  Agency,
Karachi Port Trust, and
Port Qasim Authority,
attended the session.
During the opening
brief, participants were
apprised of the aims and
objectives of Exercise SEA
GUARD and the critical
role of the Joint Maritime
Information Coordination
Centre (JMICC) in ensur-
ing maritime safety and
security along Pakistan’s
coastline. The exercise
seeks to enhance coordi-
nation among national
stakeholders while oper-
ating within their respec-

tive legal frameworks,
using JMICC as a common
platform to strengthen
the security of Pakistan’s
maritime zones.

It includes a series of
practical scenario-based
exercises at sea, along
with tabletop discus-
sions, to refine and
improve existing security
mechanisms.

Commander Coast,
Rear Admiral Faisal
Amin, expressed his grat-
itude to all national
stakeholders for their
participation and com-
mended their contribu-
tions towards fostering a
safer maritime environ-

ment.

JCP member
Advocate Akhtar
Hussain resigns

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD:  Advocate
Akhtar Hussain, a mem-
ber of the Judicial
Commission of Pakistan,
has resigned from his
POS]IIUI'I C".'Il'lg controver-
sies regarding appoint-
ment of new judges.
Akhtar Hussain had sent
his resignation to the
commission Chairman
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Justice Yahya Afridi,
according to reports,
quoting sources here on
Monday.

The sources further
said that Akhtar Hussain,
who was the representa-
tive of the Pakistan Bar
Council in the commis-
sion, called it a day
because he was unhappy
with the recent appoint-
ments of judges to the
Supreme Court (SC).

In his resignation let-
ter, he wrote that he
could not get on with his
job because he did not
agree with appointments.

In his resignation let-
ter, Akhtar Hussain stat-
ed: "The Pakistan Bar
Council unanimously

nominated me thrice as a
member Judicial
Commission of Pakistan
and I continued to dis-
charge my responsibilities
to the best of my abili-
ties...however, on present
controversies with regard
to judicial appointments,
I am unable to continue
and, hereby, resign as
being member of JCP and
sending a copy of this res-
ignation to the Pakistan
Bar Council for making
new nomination as pro-
vided under the
Constitution.”

Akhtar Hussain also
expressed gratitude to the
JCP members and assured
them of his continued
support for judicial and
democratic institutions.

"I pay regards to all the
Hon'ble members of the
Judicial Commission of
Pakistan and assure you
and all the members that 1
will continue to make all
efforts for development
and independence of judi-
cial and democratic insti-
tutions.”

Experts urge collective efforts for sustainable
water management in OIC member states

JAVED KHAN

ISLAMABAD: Experts at a
two-day meeting for the
Networking of Water
Centers of Excellence in
OIC Member States com-
menced here Monday and
emphasized collective
efforts for sustainable
water management in
OIC member states.

The meeting is being
jointly organized by OIC-
COMSTECH and the OIC
General Secretariat in col-
laboration with  the
Hisaar Foundation, SES-
RIC (Statistical, Economic
and Social Research and
Training Centre for
Islamic Countries and

INWADARM (COMSTECH
Inter-Islamic Network on
Water Resources
Development and
Management).

The meeting is a sig-
nificant step toward
strengthening research,
knowledge sharing, a
coordinated action on
water security, The ini-
tiative follows Resolution
No. 1/4-ICWM/2018,
adopted at the 4th Islamic
Conference of Ministers
Responsible for Water in
Cairo, Egypt, in October
2018, and the recommen-
dations of the 2nd OIC
‘Water Council meeting in
2019. In the inaugural

session, Ms. Romina
Khurshid Alam,
Coordinator to the Prime
Minister on Climate
Change, emphasized the

tiative.

Ambassador  Aftab
Ahmad Khokar, Assistant
Secretary-General of OIC
for Science and

urgency of
water challenges, parn:-
ularly in the face of cli-
mate change.

She highlighted the
central role of COM-
STECH and stronger poli-
cy frameworks, regional
cooperation, and invest-
ment in research and

¥, u
the OIC’s commitment to
tackling water-related
challenges through col-
laborative research and
policy initiatives.

He stated, “The OIC is
dedicated to strengthen-
ing regional cooperation
in water security and

t to ensure
sustainable water man-
agement. She also com-
mended COMSTECH for
its leadership in spear-
heading this crucial ini-

mar ent. This initia-
tive will serve as a plat-
form to harness scientific
expertise and innovative
solutions for the benefit
of all member states.”

e

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to Prime Minister for Climate Change, Romina Khurshid Alam addressing an
openin,g ceremony of an International seminar on “Networking of Water Centers of Excellence in

ion of Islamic C¢

ion (OIC) Member Staes at COMSTEC Secretariat.

ANF recovers
over 169

kg drugs in 11
operations

____PEAKPOINT

RAWALPINDI: Anti-
Narcotics Force (ANE)
‘while conducting 11 oper-
ations across the country
managed to recover over
169 kg drugs worth over
Rs go million and arrested
15 suspects including a
Nigerian, said an ANF
Headquarters spokesman
'here on Monday.

He informed that 1000
grams hashish was recov-
ered from a vehicle during
an operation in Jatial,
Gilgit, and two suspects
‘were arrested during the
operation. The arrested
suspects confessed to sell-
ing drugs to the students
of educational institu-
tions. In another opera-
tion, 12 kg hashish was
recovered from the bag of
an accused arrested near
Gangal East, Islamabad.
950 grams ice was recov-
ered from a parcel sent to

the Netherlands at a
courier  office  near
Chandni Chowk

Rawalpindi and 19 kg ice
was recovered from a
vehicle intercepted near
Sialkot on GT Road from
the possession of a sus-
pect arrested. 30 kg
haslush 14.4 kg opium
and 10 kg ice were recov-
ered from a vehicle
checked near Samundari
Motorway Interchange
and three suspects were
arrested. 33.6 kg hashish,
12 kg opium and 10 kg ice
were recovered from a
vehicle intercepted in
Maridwala Rajana area of
Faisalabad and three sus-
pects were arrested. 605
grams cocaine was recov-
ered from a Nigerian resi-
dent netted at Lahore
International Airport.

CAPS Ambassadors' Forum proposes
enhancing P2P and B2B linkages among
Pakistan, Australia and South Korea

ARSHAD MALIK

ISLAMABAD: The
Consortium  for Asia-
Pacific Studies (CAPS) on
Monday hosted its flag-
ship event, the “CAPS
Ambassadors’ Forum,”
here at the National
Library of Pakistan,
bringing together diplo-
mats, industry leaders,
and academic
experts,Pakistani cuisine
recipes

The forum focused on
identifying challenges
and exploring innovative
ways to enhance people-
to-peaple (P2P) and busi-
ness-to-business  (B2B)
cooperation between
Pakistan and Asia-Pacific
nations, said a press
release.

Moderated by Dr.
Gulshan Rafig, Chief
Organizer of CAPS, the
discussions centered on
expanding Pakistan's
engagement with the
Asia-Pacific, particularly
in education, tourism,
and economic partner-
ships. Dr. Khurram Igbal,
President of CAPS,
emphasized the CAPS’s

standing in “low politics™
areas.

The forum's discus-
sion on Australia-
Pakistan relations, led by
Ambassador (R} Naela
Chohan, highlighted the
long-standing ties
between the two nations,
dating back to the late
19th century.

Govt terminates contracts with 6
Power Plants, reduces electricity cost
4 TUpees per unit: Senate body told

MOHSIN ALL

ISLAMABAD: The Senate
Standing Committee on
Power, led by Senator
Mohsin Aziz, convened
on Monday to discuss the
SAPM Muhammad Ali's
report on Independent
Power Producers (IPPs),
Special Assistant to
the Prime Minister
(SAPM) on Power,
Muhammad Ali, briefed
that the government has
terminated contracts
with 6 Power Plants and
more importantly,
implemented rupee base
tariff for Bagasse Power
Plants and plants opera-
tionalized between 1994
and 2002, said a press
release. The government
has fixed the return of 17
pc for Power Plants
against the unprecedent-

ed return of 35 pc in the
last decades. SAPM
Muhammad Ali stated
that the government has
recovered 3s billion from
the Power Plants which
has been payed by Federal
Government in lieu of
fuel. Additionally, the
government has initiated
negotiations on 45
Tenewable plants to
reduce the profit margin
on the said plants at sus-
tainable rates,
Muhammad Ali fur-
ther highlighted that the

government intends to
make an entity named as
ISMO for comparative
markets in order to make
power sector sustainable
for the future.

While discussing the
circular debt of Power
Sector, SAPM under-
scored that the govern-
ment is negotiating to
relinquish the interest
on the circular debt and
formulate a structure for
the payment of stock cir-
cular debt in the coming
five to seven years.

Federal Minister for
Power Awais Ahmad
Khan Leghari stated that
the government has
reduced electricity cost
around o4 rupees per
unit for domestic con-
sumers and 11.5 to 12
rupees for industrial sec-
tors.

Assistant Commissioner
charbagh launches Spring

Tree Plantatlon dr1ve 2025

HAROON SIRAJ

SWAT: Assistant
Commissioner Charbagh
Muhammad Yar khan
launched the Spring
Plantation Drive 2025 at
the University of Swart,
where hundreds of stu-
dents, faculty members,
and local community
members participated,
planting soo Chirpine
saplings. Speaking on the
occasion, Assistant com-
missioner charbagh
Muhammad Yar Khan
emphasized Pakistan's
vulnerability to climate
change and highlighted
the crucial role of tree
plantation in mitigating
its effects. He praised the
University of Swat for
leading the initiative,
which aligns with the
country's efforts to com-
bat climate change.Sub
Divisional Forest Officer
Kamran stressed the

A

importance of not only
planting trees but also
ensuring their care until
maturity, The event was
carried out under the
instructions of
Commissioner Malakand
Abid Khan Wazir and
Commissioner

Shahzad
Mehboub This initiative is

Deputy

part of the university's

ongoing efforts to pro-
mote environmental con-
servation and sustainabil-
ity. Last year, the univer-
sity successfully planted
2000 trees along its cam-
pus, demonstrating its
commitment to making a
positive impact on the
environment.
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