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PM launches countrywide drive to plant 41.7m

sapling

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Wednesday launched
the 2025 Spring Tree
Plantation Drive here to
plant around 41.7 million
saplings across the coun-
try, urging the entire
nation's participation to
avert climate change
impacts and address
many diseases.

he prime minister,
who launched the cam-
paign by planting a Chir
Pine sapling on the lawn
of the Prime Minister's
House as part of the Up-
Scaling of Green Pakistan
Program, said that the
plantation would be
made across four
provinces, as well as
Cilgit-Baltistan (GB), and
Azad Jammu & Kashmir

s urges

(AJK),

Under the campaign,
12.870 million saplings
will be planted in Punjab,
10 million in Sindh, 2.633
million in KP, 2.062 mil-
lion in Balochistan,
10.147 million in AJK and
four million in Gilgit
Baltistan, The main
species to be planted
include Kikar, Jand,
Amaltas, Shisham, Sukh
Chain, Phulai, Chir, Kail,
Deodar, Peepal, Neem,
Beri, Jaman, Imli and
Chilgoza.

The plantation will be
carried out through
around 2047 events to be
held across the country
to plant 41,7 million
saplings comparing
40.526 million during the
‘monsoon tree plantation
of 2024.

The prime minister

nation’s active particip

said that considering the
benefits of the plantation
drive in all aspects, the
entire nation, especially

should play their part.
“It will significantly
contribute to the better-

‘ment of the environment
and can help effectively
address various dis-
eases,” he remarked. He

ation

said that the impacts of
climate change, in recent
years, have also necessi-
tated huge efforts for tree
plantations. ing to

Hike in sugar
price intolerable:
DPM/ FM Dar

HUMA REHAN
ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign
Minister d Ishaq

the  worst climate
change-induced floods of
2022 which had caused
widespread destruction
across the country, he
said Pakistan was among
the 10 countries in the
danger zone considering
the impacts of climate

change.
Prime Minister
Shehbaz said that

Pakistan was facing the
climate change impacts
despite its minimal con-
tributions to greenhouse
gases, and urged the peo-
ple to seek Allah's bless-
ings during the ongoing
holy Ramazan and make
efforts for the country’s
progress.

EU Ambassador calls on Commerce Minister,
discusses business, trade cooperation

SAMRA ATHAR
ISLAMABAD: The
Ambassador of the

European Union (EU) to
Pakistan, Dr. Riina
Kionka, called on Federal
Minister for Commerce
Jam Kamal Khan to dis-
cuss strengthening bilat-
eral trade ties and upcom-
ing business engage-
ments between the EU
and Pakistan.

During the meeting,
Dr. Kionka invited the
Commerce Minister to
deliver closing remarks at
the European Union-

Pakistan Business Forum
(EU-PKBF), scheduled in
on 14-15 May 2015, in
Islamabad.

The forum aims to
facilitate high-level dia-
logue, strengthen busi-
ness partnerships, and
unlock trade and invest-

ment opportunities
between the EU and
Pakistan.

It will feature invest-
ment presentations, B2B
and B2C matchmaking
sessions, and focus would
be on key sectors such as
agribusiness, IT, machin-

W

ery, textiles, pharmaceu-
ticals, and green infras-
tructure.

Another key highlight

of the discussion was the
launch of the EU-Pakistan
Business Network
(EUPBN) in during the

Forum.

‘This network, com-
prising of more that joo
EU companies operating
in Pakistan, willserveas a
unified voice of European

businesses,  fostering
investment and trade
relations,

Minister Jam Kamal
Khan welcomed these ini-
tiatives and appreciated
the EU's role in support-
ing economic coopera-
tion.

He acknowledged that
the growing engagement
between Pakistan and the

EU will create stronger
business ties and new
investment opportuni-
ties.

The EU is Pakistan's

second-largest  trading
partner and primary
export destination,

accounting for around €12
billion in bilateral trade
in 2024.

The EU-Pakistan
Business Forum will fur-
ther deepen the long-
standing economic and
diplomatic partnership
between Pakistan and the
European Union.

KP govt launches Universal Digital
Payment System for all types of transactions

PEAK POINT

PESHAWAR: The
Covernment of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa has taken a
revolutionary step towards
digital transformation by
deciding to launch a
Universal Digital Payment
System for all types of
transactions and business
payments in the province,
Branded as “Cashless
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa”, a
comprehensive strategy
has been devised to imple-
ment this system, assign-
ing clear responsibilities
with timelines to various
departments, institu-
tions, and district admin-
istrations. Under this sys-
tem, digital payments will

‘be made mandatory for all
types of private and public
transactions, as well as for
small and large business-
es. The implementation of
this system will facilitate
not only business owners
‘but also the general public
by streamlining payment
processes. Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa will become
the first province in the
country to introduce such
a cashless system. The
‘Universal Digital Payment
System will be established
in collaboration with
mobile companies that
provide online payment
services. Moreover, this
digital payment system
will also be functional in
offline modes. As part of

the implementation, data
collection will be carried
out at the village council
level, covering all shops,
stalls, vendors, and
kiosks.Under the Cashless
Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa

Initiative, it will be
mandatory for all busi-
nesses, public transport
services, and commercial
centers to display QR codes
for digital payments. To
ensure the effective imple-

mentation of the system,
a robust regulatory frame-
work will be enforced. A
structured mechanism
will be devised under the
leadership of  district
administrations to guar-
antee the smooth execu-
tion of this initiative,
complemented by an
extensive public aware-
ness campaign.
Additionally, training pro-
grams and support ser-
vices will be provided to
‘both business owners and
the general public.

For monitoring and
evaluation purposes, a
dashboard will be set up
in partnership between
the provincial govern-
ment and mobile wallet

service providers. The
Chief Minister's
Secretariat, the Finance
Department, the IT
Board, the PMRU, and
district administrations
will oversee performance
tracking and regular
reporting.Chief Minister
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Ali
Amin Gandapur, has offi-
cially directed the imple-
mentation of the Cashless
Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa
Initiative. A formal letter
has been issued by the
Chief Minister’s
Secretariat to the Chief
Secretary, instructing all
relevant departments and
institutions to fulfill their
responsibilities  within
the set timelines.

Daron y said that
sale of sugar at price of
Rs178180 per kg was intol-
erable and announced that
the retail price of sugar
would remain at Rs164 per
kg while its ex-mills price
would be capped under
Rs159 perkg.

Announcing the major
decisions after chairing a
meeting to review sugar
‘prices in a live broadcast on
national Tv channels, he
said a sub-committee was
‘being formed to submit rec-
ommendations within one
month to address the per-

sistent issue. The DPM/FM
said that the committee
formed on the directive of
the prime minister to look
into the sugar issue, had
held several meetings in
the past, after its prices
‘were hiked in the holy
month of Ramazan, The
DPM/FM Dar said that sale
of sugar at Rs178-180 per kg
was not tolerable at any
cost; neither to the prime
minister nor to the govern-
ment, A sub-committee
headed by Minister for
National Food Security and
Research Rana Tanveer
Hussain would submit its
feedback within one month
prior to April 19 April in this
regard, he informed.

Opposition alliance
calls All-Parties
Conference after Eid

AYESHA REHAN

ISLAMABAD: Tehreek
‘Tahafuz Ayeen-i-Pakistan
(TTAP), the alliance of
opposition parties, has
convened an All-Parties
Conference after Eidul
Fitr to discuss the politi-
cal as well as law and
order situation in the
country. The alliance, at
its meeting on
Wednesday, invited all
parties to the conference,
‘barring the government.
And in order to but-
tress the alliance further
and organise the anti-
government movement,

the TTAP also announced
the formation of three
sub-committees,

Former National
Assembly speaker Asad
Qaiser was made the head
of the coordination com-
mittee, Hamid Raza the
head of the political com-
mittee, while the third
committee was constitut-
ed to oversee arrange-
ments for convening the
All-Parties Conference.
Latif Khosa, who was
made the committee
head, was assigned the
task to approach other
political parties for the
purpose.

Govt announces Eidul
Fitr holidays from
March 31 to April 2

JAVED KHAN

ISLAMABAD: The govern-
ment has announced a
three-day holiday for Eidul
Fitr from March 31 to April
2, according to a notifica-
tion issued on Wednesday.
“The prime minister
has been pleased to declare
March 3 to April 2, 2025
(Monday to Wednesday) as
public holidays on the
occasion of Eidul Fitr,” the
press release by the
‘Cabinet Division stated.
However, e
announcement of the
moon sighting will deter-
‘mine the date for Eidul Fitr
celebrations across
Pakistan. The Central
Ruet-i-Hilal Committee,
along with zonal commit-

tees, will convene on the
evening of March 30
(Sunday) to sight the moon
of Shawwal, marking the
potential end of Ramazan.
The Pakistan
Meteorological
Department has said there
is a good chance of sight-
ing the new moon of
Shawwal 1436 AH on the
evening of March 30,
according to a notification
issued on March 7 and a
copy of which is available
with Dawn.com.
However, last month,
the Pakistan Space and
Upper Atmosphere
Research Commission had
forecasted that Ramazan
would begin on March 2,
while Eidul Fitr would be
observed on March 31.

ISSI-PAIDAR commemorate Tunisia’s Independence Day

KOMAL BUTT

ISLAMABAD: The Centre
for Afghanistan, Middle
East & Africa (CAMEA) at
the Institute of Strategic
Studies Islamabad (ISSI),
in collaboration with
Pakistan Africa Institute
for Development and
Research (PAIDAR), on
Wednesday organized an
event to commemorate
Tunisia’s Independence
Day. The event began
with the national
anthems of Pakistan and
Tunisia — were moderat-
ed by Ms. Amina Khan,
Director CAMEA, said a
press release.
Speakers
Ambassador
Mahmood,
Ceneral 1SSI; Dorsaf
Maaroufi, Charge 4’
Affairs of Tunisia to
Pakistan; Javed Ahmed
Umrani, Ambassador of

included
Sohail
Director

Pakistan to Tunisia;
Ambassador Khalid
Mahmood, Chairman

BOG ISSL. The Chief Guest
on the occasion was

Senator Mushahid
Hussain Sayed, President
PAIDAR, and the Keynote
Speaker was Ambassador
Hamid Asghar Khan,
Additional Secretary
(Africa), Ministry of
Foreign Affairs Pakistan
(MOFA).

Senator  Mushahid
Hussain Sayed highlight-
ed the historical and
strategic significance of
Pakistan-Tunisia  rela-
tions within Pakistan's
broader foreign policy
framework and special
affiliation with the Clobal
South. He recalled
Pakistan's support for
North African liberation
movements, including
Algeria, Morocco, and
Tunisia, emphasizing its
active role in internation-
al diplomacy despite lim-
ited resources. Stressing
the need for deeper eco-
nomic and strategic
engagement with Africa,
he underscored the poten-
tial of initiatives like the
‘Engage Africa’ policy.
Praising Tunisia's

resilience and leadership,
he called for stronger
trade, education, and cul-
tural exchanges, advocat-
ing deeper peopl

people and business link-
ages. He reaffirmed
Pakistan’s commitment

to Africa, emphasizing
that the future belongs to
the Global South.
Ambassador
Mahmood extended warm

Sohail

felicitations to  the
Government and people of
Tunisia on the 69th
anniversary of their inde-
pendence, acknowledging
Tunisia’s resilience in
securing its sovereignty.

He recalled Pakistan's
strong  support  for
Tunisia’s independence,
particularly its advocacy
at the United Nartions,
and noted that this
shared history laid the
foundation for a lasting
partnership.
Emphasizing econom-
ic and political coopera-
tion, he highlighted insti-
tutional  mechanisms
such as the Joint
Ministerial Commission
JMC) and  Bilateral
Political Consultations
(BPC), which have facili-
tated sustained engage-
ment. While bilateral

trade was valued at $14
million in 2023-2023, he
stressed the need to bring
the economic relation-
ship at par with the excel-
lent polirical ties between
Pakistan and Tunisia. He
also recognized Tunisia's
active role in regional and
global affairs, including
its principled stance on
the Jammu and Kashmir
dispute at the Security
Council during the term
2020-21. A

Pakistan's deep ties with
Tunisia, rooted in shared
history, faith, and cul-
ture. He recalled
Pakistan's support for
Tunisia's independence
and Habib Bourguiba's
message to Quaid-e-Azam
in 1947. Highlighting the
“Engage Africa’ policy, he
outlined efforts to boost
trade, agriculture, ener-
gy, and industry, includ-
ing talks on a Preferential
Trade t. He

Sohail Mahmood further
highlighted convergent
views of the two countries
on a range of issues
including the need for col-
lective endeavors to coi

1slamophobi;
Reaffirming Pakistan’s
commitment to deeper
ties, he underscored the
importance of

stressed expanding eco-
nomic ties beyond the
$13.58 million trade vol-
ume, citing opportunities
in IT, pharmaceuticals,
and tourism. He also
emphasized  Pakistan-
Tunisia cooperation on
global issues and Africa’s
economic potential, urg-

educational exchanges,
academic and think-tank
collaboration, strength-
ening trade and invest-
ment, and fostering cul-
tural cooperation.
Ambassador Hamid
Asghar reaffirmed

ing deeper 1t
for mutual growth.

In her remarks, Ms
Amina Khan highlighted
Tunisia’s struggle for
sovereign and
Pakistan’s historic sup-
port for its decoloniza-
tion. She hasized

Pakistan's commitment
to Africa under the
*Engage Africa’ policy and
CAMEA’s  efforts  to
enhance diplomatic and
economic ties. Stressing
the need to expand trade
and investment, she reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s dedica-
tion to strengthening ties
with Tunisia and the

broader African
Continent.

Ms Dorsaf Maaroufi
described Tunisia’s

Independence Day as a
key milestone in its pur-

suit of sovereignty,
democracy, and progress.
She acknowledged

Pakistan’s steadfast sup-
port during Tunisia’s
struggle for independence
and highlighted the
strong diplomatic ties
between the two coun-
tries. Noting the modest
trade volume, she
stressed the potential for
greater economic coopera-
tion, given Tunisia's
strategic location. She
also cited recent business

and the

upcoming FITA 2025
forum as opportunities to
enhance trade and invest-
ment. She concluded by
reaffirming Tunisia's
commitment to strength-
ening collaboration with
Pakistan.

Ambassador Javed
Ahmed Umrani empha-
sized Pakistan-Tunisia’s
longstanding ties, recall-
ing Pakistan's support for
Tunisia’s independence
and their growing diplo-
matic and economic rela-
tions since 1958. He noted
bilateral trade of $13.58
million in 2023-2024 and
highlighted future coop-
eration in key sectors,
including telecommuni-
cation, health, educa-
tion, and agriculture. He
reaffirmed Pakistan's
commitment to strength-
ening ties and extended
best wishes on Tunisia’s
National Day.
Ambassador Khalid
Mahmood, in his vote of
thanks, said that as we
celebrate Tunisia's 69th
In

e Day.
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Paklstan team reach Auckland
for must-win third T2o0lI on Friday

ARIF MEHMOOD KHAN

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan have
departed Dunedin for Auckland
as they prepare for the third T2ol
against New Zealand on Friday.

The national squad will hold
a practice session at Eden Park
from 2z PM to 5 PM local time as
they look to recover from back-
to-back losses in the series.

Third Tzol in the series will
take place on Friday March 21.

Pakistan's struggles contin-
ued in the second Tzol after fail-
ing to defend 135 in a rain-short-
ened 15-over contest. New
Zealand’s openers, Tim Seifert
and Finn Allen, launched a rapid
66-run stand, setting the tone
for a dominant chase.

Seifert’s 45 off 22 balls ended
when Mohammad Ali claimed
his maiden Tzol wicket, while
Allen smashed 38 off 16 before
falling to Jahandad Khan.

Pakistan made brief inroads,
dismissing Mark Chapman (1)
and Jimmy Neesham (14), but a
steady 3s-run  partnership

between Daryl Mitchell and
Mirtchell Hay kept New Zealand
on course. Haris Rauf removed
Mitchell (14), vyet Michael
Bracewell and Hay sealed the
win with 11 balls to spare.
Pakistan's barting woes con-
tinued with early wickets once
again derailing their innings.

Captain Salman Ali Agha and
Irfan Khan built a 31-run stand
before Ish Sodhi’s double strike
in the seventh over removed
Irfan (11) and Khushdil Shah (2),
leaving Pakistan struggling at
52~

4.
Agha fought back with a 28-
ball 46, supported by Shadab

Khan's 24, but their dismissals
exposed the lower order. A late
22-Tun cameo from Shaheen
Afridi pushed the total to 135,
which proved insufficient

With the series slipping
away, Pakistan will aim for a
turnaround in Auckland to keep
their chances alive.

LAHORE: CEO Lahore Qalenders Ch Avaz presents ba: o ms counterpart after signing the memorandum at local. hotel in Provincial Capital

here on Wednesday.

Agha Salman stresses urgent
improvements after Pakistan’s defeat

RIZWAN HAIDER

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
cricket team continued to
struggle in the ongoing
Tzol series as New Zealand
clinched amrnpmsnve five-
‘wicket victory in the rain-
affected second match at
Dunedin, extending their
lead to 2-0 in the five-
match series.

Following the defeat in
the second Tzol, Pakistan
captain Salman Ali Agha
acknowledged the team’s
shortcomings and empha-
sised the need for greater
consistency in all depart-
ments. “I believe our bat-
ting showed some
improvement compared to

Agha admitted that the
early damage had already

Babar Azam

drops in latest

T20I1 ranklngs

JAVED KHAN

ISLAMABAD: New
Zealand's dominant start
to their Tzol series against
[Pakistan has propelled
several of their players up
the latest ICC Men's Tzol
player rankings. The
Black Caps secured a 2-0
lead in the five-match
series, with  their
revamped top order and
bowling attack making an
impact.

Tim Seifert and Finn
Allen, who provided
aggressive starts in both
[games, have been reward-
led in the latest rankings
lupdate. Seifert jumps 20
spots to joint 13th among
[T201 batters following
Iscores of 44 and 45, while
Allen climbs eight places
to 18th after innings of 29*
land 38. Australia’s Travis
Head continues to lead the
[T201 batting rankings,
with India’s Abhishek
Sharma and England's
Phil  salt following.
Pakistan's Babar Azam
dropped 1 spot to No. 8
after he was dropped from
the squad for the New
Zealand Tz2o0l-leg of the
tour. In the bowling rank-
lings, Jacob Duffy reaches
a career-high rating, mov-
ing up 23 places to 12th
loverall after claiming six

n :

wickets in the first two
matches. Pakistan's Haris
Rauf, who picked up two
wickets in the second
game, rises four places to
26th.

West Indies spinner
Akeal Hosein remains the
top-ranked T2ol bowler,

Meanwhile, changes
in the latest ODI rankings
reflect performances in
the ongoing ICC Men's
Cricket World Cup League
2in Windhoek.

Netherlands spinner
Aryan Dutt moves up two
places to joint 33rd among
ODI bowlers after succes-
sive three-wicket hauls
against Namibia, while
his Paul van

akistan's  Shaheen
Afridi remains steady at|
No. 9.
Namibia's  Gerhard
Erasmus also sees gains,
breaking into the top 10|
ODI all-rounders after a
four-wicket performance|
against Canada,

He also registered a
half-century against the|
Netherlands last week,
moving up two places to|
joint 10th.

Afghanistan’s
Azmatullah Omarzai
retains the top spot in the|
all-rounder rankings.

New Zealand will look
to maintain  their|
momentum  in  the|
Tz2ol matches|

Meekeren climbs six spots
to 61st after a three-wick-
et spell in their latest
match.

against Pakistan, while|
the World Cup League 2|
fixtures continue to shape
the ODI rankings.

Boxing champion Imane
Khelif targets second
Olympic gold in LA

KOMAL BUTT

ISLAMABAD: Imane
Khelif, who won Paris
Dlymplcsbuxmggn]damlﬂ
a gender-eligibility row, is
determined to defend her
title at the 2028 Los Angeles
Games and says she will
not be intimidated by US
President Donald Trump.

Trump signed an exec-
utive order banning trans-
gender women from
female sports in the United
States last month and
called Khelif “a male
boxer” in his speech after
signing the order.

“I will give you a
1

answer,
am not :ransg)end,e_r " she
told ITV in an interview.

“This does not concemn me,
and 1[ does not intimidate

The International
pic Committee’s exec-
utive board recommended

me.”

the Imane Khalif of today is
even more motivated and
determined.”

"by the IOC at its session in

Creece and outgoing|
President Thomas Bach
they|

the International
Boxing Association at the
2023 world championships
after a test that the body
said rendered her ineligible
to fight as a woman on the
grounds of gender.

The [BA lost its Olympic
recognition over gover-
mance issues, however, and

Khelif was
by

said he was
session would approve it.

“At this point, I can say|
that the IBA is a thing of}
the past,” Khelif said. “As
we say in Algeria, thusz
who have nothing to hide|
should have no fear.”

The debate over thej
inclusion of t
athletes and athletes with

unit, we need a stronger
start in the Powerplay.
Similarly, our bowling
must be sharper in the

the Christchurch game,”
he said and
added:“However, we still
need to finish better. Our
fielding was outstanding,

We must be more consis-
tent overall,”
Agha pointed out that

ditions

different from what we are
accustomed to back home.,
Once we adapt to it proper-

in New Zzaland Temains a

ly, I am we will
perform better,” he added.

where their
bowlers conceded 66 Tuns
in just five overs, allowing
New Zealand to take early
control of the chase. While

Powerplay,

early overs. These are areas
we must improve going for-
ward, "Pakistan will aim to
stay alive in the series
when they take on New

and there were positive
spells in our bowling, but

key challenge for the team.
“The bounce here is quite

Pakistan’s biggest set-
back came during the

praising  his

bowlers’
efforts later in the innings,

Zealand in the third Tzol at
Auckland on Friday.

Pakistan’s Test captain Shan Masood
joins Leicestershire club for 2025 season

MUHAMMAD USMAN

ISLAMBAD: Pakistan Test cap-
tain Shan Masood has signed an
all-format deal with
Leicestershire for the 2025 coun-
ty season. The 35-year-old open-
er, who led Pakistan to a Test
series win against England last
year, is set to bring experience
and quality to Grace Road.
Masood will join the Foxes in
May following the conclusion of
the Pakistan Super League, with
his debut expected on May 3
against his former club,
Derbyshire. His move marks the
end of his tenure with
Yorkshire, where he captained
the side under a two-year con-

key role in Yorkshire's pmmn-
tion to Division One in 2024,
scoring 1,240 County

-
ageof;; 91in 15 matches, Before
Yorkshire, he had a standout
2022 season with Derbyshire,

at an average of 82.61, including
consecutive double centuries.
Capped go times by Pakistan
across all formats, including 42
Test appearances, Masood joins
club captain Peter Handscomb
and Netherlands allrounder
Logan van Beek as
Leicestershire's overseas sign-
ings. His availability is expected
throughout the season, as
Pakistan currently has no sched-
uled Test matches in England
during the summer.

However, he could be
Tecalled for a limited-overs tour
of the Caribbean starting July 31,
though his last white-ball
appearance for Pakistan came in

Partners with Women'’s
Rugby World Cup 2025
) o

ZAHID YAQOOB
KHAWAJA

ISLAMABAD: World
Rugby has announced
Wilkinson Sword
Intuition as the Official
Shaving Partner of the
Women's Rugby World
Cup 2025. The partner-
ship highlights the
brand’s dedication to
supporting major sport-
ing events while promot-
ing the growth and visi-
bility of women’s sports
on a global scale.As a
leading name in women's
shaving and personal
care, Wilkinson Sword
Intuition aims to cele-
brate the power, determi-
nation, and individuality
of women - values that
align closely with the
spirit of the Women's
Rugby World Cup. The
company’s shaving
range, designed specifi-
cally for women, sup-
ports a diverse approach
to personal care, much

like rugby embraces dif-

tilted the game in the host- | |boxing’s inclusion in the the International Olympic Differences of Sexuall
s' favor. “Our spinners | |2028 Cameson Monday and Cﬂmmimﬁl cleared Khelif Development (DSD) in
bowled well, and Haris | [Khelif said she dreamed of tocompete in Paris, aggres- women's sport has been a
Rauf was exceptional, but | |retaining her title in sively defending its posi- key issue in the IOC presi-
the Powerplay was where | [California. tion after heavy criticism. dential race, with the elec-|
we lost the game,” he con- “Second gold rnedal nf Arival body to the [BA, tions set for Thursday.
ceded. “We need to tighten | [course. In Ameri ‘World Boxing, was given “I hope the next presi-
our bowling in the early | |Angeles ... [ (wn.u) derend provisional recognition as d!nt of the 10C leads with
overs and maintain better | with evervthmg gold the international govern- true sportsmanship, stays|
consistency throughout 'medal,” she said. ing body of the sport last committed to Olympic|
the innings.” With “I believe thatiftheold month. principles, and upholds the|
Pakistan now trailing o2 in Imane operated at 50 per The recommendation values of fair play,” Khelif]
me seﬂgs Agha mmained cent of her potential, then still requires final approval  said.

about b
back in the remaining L3 L] LK
mos 7 Uil W1lkinson Sword Intuition

ferent skill: and

strengths on the
field.The  sponsorship
represents a significant
marketing investment
for Wilkinson Sword
Intuition.

The brand plans to

engage with its target
audience of women aged
25-34 through an exten-
sive digital, social media,
and retail campaign.
Fans will also have the
chance to win tickets to

the Women's Rugby
‘World Cup 2025 final, set
to take place at

Twickenham Stadium on
September 27,

2025.Sarah Massey,
Managing Director off
Women's Rugby World
Cup 2025, expressed
excitement over the col-
laboration, stating,
“We're delighted to wel-
come Wilkinson Sword
Intuition as the Official
Shaving Partner for
‘Women's Rugby World
Cup 2025. Their commit-|
ment to amplifying the|
tournament through
their extensive market-
ing approach aligns with|
our mission to increase
the visibility of women's|
rugby and reach new|
audiences.

tract from 2023, Masood played a

Championship runs at an aver-

ing 1,078 first-class runs

May 2023,




NADEEM TANOLI

ISLAMABAD: Concerns over irreg-
ularities and procedural delays
took center stage as the Senate
Standing Committee on Law and
Justice convened under the chair-
manship of Senator Farooq Hamid
Naek, The meeting, intended to
deliberate on key legislative bills,
was overshadowed by the commit-
tee's strong reservations about the
delay in notifying Senator Hamid
Khan's nomination to the Board of
Covernors of the Legal Aid and
Justice Authority. Chairman Naek
issued firm directives for lmmedJ

Bill, 2024, introduced by Senator
Khalida Ateeb, was deferred due to
a lack of suj from the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government and
pending responses from other
provinces. Similarly, a proposed
amendment by Senator
Muhammad Abdul Qadir concern-
ing Article 27 and quota regulations
‘was put on hold as the committee
sought to review Supreme Court
judgments on time limitations for
quotas. The proposal to create a
new province of South Punjab,
‘brought forward by Senator Aon
Abbas, was also deferred, with the
izing the need

ate mnotification and d
updates on the progress, high-
hghnng meﬂ‘luencles m the pm-

for a comprehensive national poli-
oy backed by input from all

con
snmmmal amendments raurl
hurdles as pmvmclal guvemment.i
failed to input.
The Constitution (Amendment)

.Despite these setbacks,
the committee successfully passed
the Civil Courts (Amendment) Bill,
2025, introduced by Minister for
Law and Justice, Senator Azam

ilslatlve Delays and ]ud1c1al Reforms
ake Center Stage Amid Gridlock

Nazeer Tarar. The bill, already
approved by the National
Assembly, seeks to alleviate the
growing burden of litigation on the
Islamabad High Court by enabling
district courts to handle certain
appeals. Senator Tarar under-
scored the urgency of this amend-
‘ment, citing a surge in property
valuations exceeding twenty-five
hundred thousand rupees, which
has significantly increased the
number of appeals filed against
civil court decisions.Further dis-
cussions revolved around the
Constitution (Amendment) Bill,
2024, proposed by Senators
Munzoor Ahmed and Danesh
Kumar, This amendment, aiming
to revise Article 51 of the
Constitution, was scrutinized in
light of the 2023 population cen-
sus, w}uch revealed stark geo-

of minor-

ity communities. The findings
indicated that while the Christian

TWIN CITIES

Strengthenmg Pakllstan-

Spain Trade & Cultural Ties!

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson
Dlplumzzln Affairs Miss
siddiqui,

c Tesides
in Punjab, the Hindu community
is largely based in Sindh. Concerns
were raised over the challenges of
designating each province as a sin-
gle constituency for minority
reserved seats. The committee
advised further analysis of the pop-
ulation data before pmceed.mg

while the bill's movers

Member Nasir Mehmood
along with Co-Convener,
and SVP Tayab Saeed had
a fruitful meeting at the
Embassy of Spain with

Mr. Jeos,
Ambassadnrn(Spaln and
Ms. Cristina Lou,
Economic & Commercial
Attache. Di

additional time to refine their pro-
posal. The meeting was attended
by Senators Syed Ali Zafar, Anusha
Rahman, Ahmad Khan, Shahadat
Awan, Kamran Murtaza, Khalil
Tahir, Muhammad Abdul Qadir,
Zakir Hussain Ghumro, Danesh
Kumar, Khalida Ateeb, and Aon
Abbas. Also present were State
Minister Barrister Ageel Malik and
representatives from relevant

Gender Budgeting Disparities Spark Debate as
Lawmakers Push for Equal Development Funds

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Disparities in gen-
der budgeting and unequal alloca-
tion of development funds came
under scrutiny as parliamentari-
ans, civil society representatives,
and academics convened to dis-
cuss gender-responsive budgeting
(GRB). Concerns were raised over
the neglect of female voters,
financial dependency among
women, and the limited access to
healthcare and education, espe-
cially for divorced women, The
lack of ownership rights and gen-
der disparities in constituency
development funds were also
flagged, with calls for urgent
intervention at the Prime
Minister's Office.The Women’s
Parliamentary Caucus (WPC) of

hosted a strategic session on gen-
der-responsive budgeting at the
Pakistan Institute of
Parliamentary Services (PIPS). The
session, rtitled "Federal Budget
FY2025-26: Prnmotlng Gender-
Responsive Budgeting, ” was mod-

tutionalizing gender considera-
tions in public budgeting.
Barrister Ageel Malik, MNA, pro-
vided updates on the Gender
Mainstreaming Committee, now
under the leadership of MNA Dr.
Nafisa Shah. He detailed ongoing
with government

erated by expert
Mr. Zafarullah Khan orga-
nized in collaboration with

Friedrich Ebert St Liftlmg The dis-
cussion aimed to integrate gen-
der-focused financial planning
into national policies to fulfill
Pakistan's commitments under
the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) and the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women
(CEDAW).In her opening remarks,
Dr. Shahida Rehmani highlighted
the WPC’s efforts in crafting the

departments to embed gender-
Tesponsive budgeting into policy
frameworks. The committee is
also analyzing gender-based bud-
get data to set priorities for the
Federal Budget FY2025-26 and
advocating for equal development
funds for MNAs on Reserved
Seats.During the session, MNA
Kesoo Mal Kheal Das

through inclusive financial plan-
ning.Syeda Nosheen Iftikhar,
President of the Young
Parliamentarians Forum (YPE),
voiced concerns over the systemic
challenges faced by women in her
constituency, particularly the
underrepresentation of female
voters and the socio-economic
hardships of divorced
women.MNA Dr. Nafisa Shah
elaborated on the committee's
recent strides, including official
communications with  the
Ministry of Finance and the
Ministry of Planning &
Devﬂup'mem to incorporate gen-

the multiple roles of women in
society—ranging from homemak-
ers to labor force contributors and

into the
upcoming budget. She highlight-
ed disparities in development
funding and emphasized the need
for i ion

public ives. He

the National Assembly, led by
Dr. Shahida Rehmani,

Secretary

Gender-Responsive

Strategy 2023, a roadmap for insti-

Budgeting

stressed the necessity of address-
ing their economic struggles

acti
Lo ensure equltahle financial dis-
tribution.

focused on a trade delega-
tion and  economic
exchange program, with
H.E. Mr. Jeos welcoming
the initiative, noting it's

/
the first time a business
community has
approached them for such
collaboration. We also

explored cultural

exchange,
bringing the Spanish
Flamenco  show to
Pakistan. Exciting oppor-
tunities ahead!

including

Crimsby Church HostsHeartwarming Malti Fath
ftar, Bridging Fiths ang Bmldmg Community Bonds

RE PORT / WAJTHA
TAMSEEL

ISLAMABAD: In a power-
ful display of unity and
interfaith harmony, a
Grimsby church opened
its doors to host an Iftar
dinner, bringing together
people of all faiths and
backgrounds to break the
fast-during Ramadan.
Hosted by Zakiya Kamal,

the event aimed to foster
new friendships, spread a
message of peace and
humanity, and support

diverse cummumnes
within Grimsby.
gathering was a resound—
ing success, attracting
prominent figures includ-
ing Mayor Councillor
Janet  Goodwin, MmP
Melanie Onn, Chief
Superintendent Paul
French of the Police, local
councillors, and represen-
tatives from all faith and
communities.

I0C session celebrates
olympic agenda achievements

MUHAMMAD HARIS

ATHENS Greece: The
International Olympic
Committee (IOC) is cele-
brating the achieve-
ments of its Olympic
Agenda reforms at the
144th 10C Session in
Creece. Today 10C mem-
bers gathered to mark
the progress made since
the introduction of the

reforms, which have had
a significant impact on
the IOC and the wider
Olympic Movement.A
series of presentations

highlighted the key
achievements of the
reforms showcasing
their positive impact on
the Olympic communi-
ty.The celebrations also
included a 3jo-minute
film featuring powerful
testimonials from indi-
viduals, personalities,
and organizations that
have benefited from the
changes.

Opinion & Editorial

Armv Chief Delivers Strong Warnmg to Fitna Al Khwarij

Abdul Basit Alvi
TTP's ideology is

rooted in a radical

murpnetadcm Islam

ers,

-u.m. Eye
Abdul Basit Alvi
T p——

for the establishment of a
caliphate based on their
interpretation of Islamic
law. This ideology erodes
the authority of the state

and others, have carried out

like ideologies.
bombings, assassinations,
and assaults on schools,
mosques, and markets have
‘become frequent, resulting
in the loss of thousands of
innocent lives. The TTP, in
particular, has been respon-
sible for some of the deadli-
est attacks.Croups influ-
enced by Khwarij thought
often target minority reli-
gious communities, whom
they deem out of faith.
Sectarian violence has esca-
lated in various regions of

Pakistan, with militant
groups orchesl.ral:i.ng
artacks on

proces-
sions, mosques, and indi-
viduals. This violence has
deepened sectarian divi-
sions and endangered the
country’s social cohesion.
Pakistan's tribal areas, espe-
cially in North and South
Waziristan, have long
served as sanctuaries for
militants, including those
influenced by Khwarij ideol-
ogy. The absence of effective
govemance, along with his-

tion, has
rnade these regions ideal
breeding

ing  characteristic of

deadly rterrorist
attacks, These attacks have

e
tions, aml religious minori-
ties, leading to widespread
fear and instability.
not directly car-
tied out by a Khwarij group,
the assassination of former
Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto on December 27,
2007, is often linked to
extremist factions that hold
Tadical i jes similar to

group of militants,

edly linked to the Tl'l?
ambushed the Sri Lankan

national cricket team’s bus

in Lahore. The attack killed

growing
groups
Khwarij-like

ideologies,
aiming  to ili

bombing that targeted res-
cuers and bystanders. ISIS
daimeﬂ responslhi.uty,

ideol-
ogy, which shares many
similarities ~with the

pretations of Islam and
rejection of authority. This
attack, along with many
nthersatmbumdm:rslsm

ts affiliates, highlights
spread of lmwaﬂj lnspimd
ideology in Pakistan. ISIS
has taken responsibility for
several attacks across the
country, targeting civilians,
military msﬂmums, and
religious General

le the militant
inspired by Khwarij uiwlo-
gv.whl:hhislﬂnsnlﬂsu
Pakistan,

securing Pakistan's bor-
ders and preventing mili-
tant groups from using

ty forces have ‘been engaged
in combatting these groups
for years, but the growing
mﬂuenae of Khwarij-

extremism has pre-
sented a

asa
point for attacks has been
vital in reducing the vio-
lence and instability caused

Khwarij-i msplred
groups.As a former head

civilian government to
implement NAP effectively.
‘The plan includes measures
to regulate religious schools
(madrasas) linked to radical-
jzation, combat hate
speech, and address the
financing of terrorism.
Geneml Munir has also

ighted the need to

national security. Since tak-
ing office, General Munir
has adopted a clear and firm
a;:proach w comhning
extremism and

agen.
cies, General Munir under-
stands the crucial role intel-
ligence plays in countering
terrorism. His leadership
s : :

counter radical ideologies at
the grassroots level, His
leadership has supported
initiatives to rehabilitate

particularly from groups
rooted in Khwarijlike ide-
ologies. His approach com-
bines military operations,
i i based countert:

Pakistan by artacking its
civilian and national institu-
tions.One of the most devas-
tating terrorist incidents in
Pakistan’s modem history
occurred on December 16,
2014, when seven gunmen
affiliated with the TTP
stormed the Army Public
School in Peshawar, killing

Asim Munir, the Chief of
(coas) of

those of the Khwaﬂj
Bhutto's 1 and

oceurred

Rawalpindi, when a gun-

‘man shot and killed Bhutto,

followed by a suicide bomb-

ing that killed dozens of her

supporters. The Taliban,
the claimed

TIP,
responsibility for the assas-
sination, stating it was
retaliation for Bhutto's secu-
lar stance and her alleged
ties to the West. Although
the TTP's ideology is more
complex and cannot be sole-
ly classified as Khwari]—
inspired, their rejection of
political compromise and

rored the Khwarij- like
approach of targeting inno-
cent civilians and children
to send a political message.
The TTP’s uncompromising
ideology, which rejects any
form of compromise with
the state, is reminiscent of
the Khwarij's original vio-
lent actions against those
they considered enemies of
their religious cause. The
attack shocked Pakistan and

the nation’s efforts
to combat terrorism.On
August 8, 2016, a suicide
‘bomber targeted a gathering
of lawyers at the Civil

groups  influenced by
Khwarij ideology. General
Munir assumed the role of
COAS on November 29, 2022,
following Ceneral Qamar
Javed Bajwa. A highly expe-
rienced military officer,
General Munir has held sev-

Pakistan
Director-General  of the
In -S4

errorism strategies, and
efforts to foster national
unity in the fight against
extremism. A key objective
for General Munir has been
ensuring that the Pakistan
Army is well-equipped to

tackle the escalating threat
from terrorist groups,

Tegions

South Waziristan, where
militant groups have long
been active. In recent years,
military operations such as
Zarb-e-Azb (2014) and Radd-
ul-Fasaad (zo17) have p}ayed

ices
(IS[J and Director-General e[
Intel.l.(gence

gence, and counterterror-
ism operations uniquely
positions him to lead

Pakistan's defense forces
amid an increasingly
volatile security land-

scape,Upon taking office,
General Munir faced multi-
ple :ha.l]enges, including
rising tensions with neigh-

akeyrolei
networks of militant gmups
like the TTP. Additionally,

Munir has stressed the
importance of maintaining
these operations with preci-
sion and ensuring coordina-
tion among various branch-
es of the military, intelli-
gence agencies, and local
law enforcement. Under
lead!rship,

the capabilities of Pakistan's
intelligence network to
detect and meutralize
threats before they can
develop into full-scale
attacks. Under his direction,
the Inter-Services

extremist networks, both
within Pakistan and across
its borders. The [SI has been
instrumental in tracking
the movements of TIP fac-
tions, ISIS operatives, and
other militant groups linked
to Khwarij ideology.
Through intelligence-shar-
ing and covert operations,
Pakistan’s security forces

Moreover, the Palqstan
Army has strengthened
coordination with interna-

former and pre-
vent the recruitment of
youth into extremist

groups. The de-radicaliza-
tion programs led by
General Munir focus on

mote a moderate interpreta-
tion of Islam. Through pro-
moting religicus tolerance
and dialogue, the Pakistani
military aims to mduae the
appeal of | the TTP

Pakistan will not tolerate
the imposition of extremist
ideologies that threaten
mational unity and stability.
In his speeches, General
Munir has emphasized that
terrorist organizations, like
‘the TTP, represent a direct
challenge to Pakistan's
sovereignty and must be
eradicated for the country’s
future. His steadfast com-
mitment to upholding
Pakistan's constitutional
order and rule of law has
eamed him widespread
Tespect from both military
and civilian insti-
tutions, In a recent address,
he issued a strong warning
against Fitna al-Khwarij,

dar.larmgmatdwﬂaughm
Pakistan will pursue edu-
qﬁun. run households,

fall victim eir ideolo-
gy.General Asim Munir's
i a

and ISIS, which often target
vulnetable young people
with promises of a utopian
Islamic state. General Munir
has also focused on
slrmgthenlng Pakistan's
ties with mainstream reli-
gious scholars and institu-
tions. By collaborating with
Islamic scholars, the mili-
tary aims to counter the
extremist narratives propa-
gated by groups influenced
by Khwarlj ideology. With
state guidance, religious
institutions in Pakistan
have been encouraged to

firm, comprehensive strate-
gy to combat the threat
posed by l(hwaﬂ] mspired
terrorism in Pakistan.

focus on military open-
tions, intelligence-driven
nmmunermri.sm tactics,

, and counter-
Tadicalization efforts has
bolstered the country’s fight
against extremism and
secured its future. As the
ideological stuggle against
the TTP and other Khwarij-
Gemnl Munir’s unwaver-

issue

address shared security chal- that denounce ter-
lenges.General Munir has rorism and violence carried
consistently supported out in the name of Islam.
Pakistan’s National Action Theseeﬂ‘mxseekmreshape
Plan (NAP), a the f

sive policy introduced after ing religion and politics,
the 2014 Peshawar school promoting values of peace,

massacre to combat terror-
ism. NAP focuses on legal
reforms, countering radical-

tolerance, and unity over
division md violence. A key
element of General Asim

w0
Paklmn from internal
threats and preserving
national unity will remain
central to the nation's secu-
Tity strategy. The battle
against extremism is diffi-
cult, but General Munir's
leadership and determina-
‘tion offer the strength need-

Khwarij-inspired groups is use of violence to impose boring countries, internal ~Army has also intensified ization, and improving law ~Munir's leadership has been  d to confrontit. The people
their rejection of the state’s  their interpretation of Islam ~ Hospital ~ in  Quetta, political instability, and an efforts to combat cross-bor- enforcement and intelli- his outspoken opposition to  ©f Pakistan stand united
legitimacy. These groups echoes the Khwarij legacy of , killing at least escalating security threat der terrorism, particularly —gence-sharing among agen- emennm He has consis- with lh! Tl'llllW and its
refuse to recognize the rejecting established 7o people and injuring more  from terrorist ol - from Afghanistan, where cies, Under General Munir's the useof in their efforts to
Pakistani gover orits authority and leader- thanioco. The bombingwas tions. Among the most sig- the TIP has found leadership, the military has vlu]emebynnmantgmups eradicate terrorism from the
institutions, often calling ship.On March 3, 2000, a followed by a second suicide  nificant threats was to tack-  General Munir's firm stance worked closely with the making it clear that county.
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President reafirms commitment t
defeat terrorisn, ensure sustaimable
peace, Qevelopment in Balochistan

PEAK POINT
QUETTA: President Asif
Ali Zardari on

Wednesday reaffirmed
the government's
resolve to defeat terror-
ist elements at all cost
and ensure sustainable
peace and development
in Balochistan.

Chairing a meeting
on the law and order
situation in
Balochistan, the presi-
dent underscored the
threat posed by the ter-
rorists who wanted to
divide the nation.

The meeting was
attended by Chairman
Pakistan Peoples Party

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari,

Acting Governor
Balochistan  Captain
(retd) Abdul Khaliq
Achakzai, Chief

Secretary Balochistan
Shakeel Qadir Khan, IG
Police Moazzam Jah
Ansari and other high
officials.

Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz
Bugti briefed the meet-
ing on the law and
order situation in the
province.

“The situation is
clear, the state will
continue to exist and
we will have to win war
against terrorism,” the
president remarked.

He emphasized that
the government will
provide latest weapons
to the anti-terrorism
wing.

Balochistan is close
to our hearts and we
want development and
sustainable peace in
the province, the presi-
dent added.

He said the govern-
ment wanted to see
every child of
Balochistan enrolled in
the school.

It is the need of the

hour to make the chil-
dren aware of the mod-

ern technology,
President Zardari
added.

e =

QUETTA: President Asif Zardari cha.irlng a meeting on the law and order situation in Balochistan.
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Khawaja Asif signals
possible action in Afghanistan
to pursue terrorists

ARSHAD MALIK

ISLAMABAD:  Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif
has  indicated that
Pakistan may conduct
operations in Afghanistan
to target terrorists.

Speaking to a private
channel, the defence
minister said, “If we have
to go after Pakistan's ene-
mies in any country, we
will do so."”

He emphasised that
Pakistan can take strong
action against forces that
provide safe havens to
hostile elements.
Regarding the banned
Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP), Khawaja Asif
accused the Afghan gov-
ernment of supporting
TTP terrorists. He further
claimed that during the
tenure of former prime
‘minister Imran Khan, the
TTP was brought back to
the region in order to
establish a private mili-
tia, which he said harmed
the country's internal
security.

Asif also mentioned
that the National Action
Plan (NAP) already exists

nstat-

and is now being
ed to eliminate terrorism

effectively, The
Parliamentary Committee
on National Security on
Tuesday approved a unan-
imous declaration, reaf-
firming Pakistan's unwa-
vering commitment to
eradicating terrorism in
all its forms and vowing
decisive action against
elements  threatening
national stability.

The country's top civil
and military leadership
reiterated this commit-
ment during the first
committee meeting under
the incumbent Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N)-led coalition gov-
ernment. However, the
meeting was boycotted by
the key opposition party,
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI), among others.

The committee
emphasised that no insti-
tution, individual or

group acting in collusion
with hostile forces would
be allowed to undermine
Pakistan's peace and sta-
bility. While expressing
regret over the absence of
some opposition mem-
bers, an official state-
ment said that consulta-
tions on the matter would
continue,

The in-camera ses-
sion, chaired by National
Assembly Speaker Ayaz
Sadiq, was attended by
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, Chief of Army
Staff (COAS) General Asim
Munir, key federal minis-
ters, parliamentarians
and senior military offi-
cials, The military leader-
ship provided a detailed
briefing on the prevailing
security situation, particu-
larly in Balochistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (K-
P). The meeting was
informed about ongoing
counterterrorism opera-
tions, recent threats and
the state's comprehensive
strategy to ensure inf
security.

protests in

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Interior
Minister Syed Mohsin
Nagqvi on Wednesday sub-
mitted in the Nartional
Assembly (NA) details of
the expenditures incurred
on dealing with the
protest demonstrations at
Islamabad’'s Red Zone
during the past five years.

As per these details,
the government spent
Rs105,550,000 in the
year, 2019-2020 for trans-
porting the Pakistan
Army, Rangers, FC and
police personnel from
their barracks to the
checkpoints to deal with
protestors.

Likewise, in the same
year, Rs52,211,000 were
spent on the provision of
food items to these per-
sonnel, thus putting the
total expenditures
incurred at
Rs157,761,000.

The expenditures
stood at Rsg6,135,599 in
the year, 2020-21; at
Rs277,948,000 in the year,

NA informed of costs
spent on handling

Islamabad’s Red Zone

2021-22; at Rs724,031,000
in the year, 2022-23, and
Rs100,000,000 in the
year, 2023-24.

Also on Wednesday,
the interior minister sub-
mitted in the NA in writ-
ing details of the damage
caused to the Margalla
Hills National Park due to
frequent incidents of fire.

The House was
informed that total sy
incidents of fire were
reported from the frest in
three years. “26 such inci-
dents took place in the
year, 2022; nine in 2023,
and 22 in 2024.”

The report said 117
acres of the Margalla Hills
were burnt due to the
fires in 2022; 20 acres of
land was destroyed in
2023, and 130 acres of land
‘was destroyed in z2024.

The Capital
Development Authority
(CDA), in the last three
years, had planted
saplings in the affected
areas of the forest to make
up for the damage.

Minister directs to make motorways
automated with Al & enhance surveillance

MOHSIN ALL
ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for

Communications  Abdul
Aleem Khan on

w physical fitness
check. Similarly, no bus
should operate on high-
ways without the necessary
c:mﬁ:aum Addmum]ly,

issued directives to make
all motorways automated,
enhance monitering and
surveillance by ensuring
road safety including M-tag
and other key measures.
Presiding over a joint
meeting of the National
Highway Authority (NHA)
and the Motorways and
Highways Police, Federal
Minister Abdul Aleem
Khan emphasized that it
should be mandatory for all
commercial vehicles before

vehicles w'u] nn[ be tolerat-
ed under any circum-
stances, said a press
release. The Motorway
Police has been directed to
ensure strict checks on
buses and where ever pas-
senger numbers exceed the
limit, the bus should be
offloaded at that same loca-
tion. The minister further
stated that within the next
three months, the hcenses
of all existing co

coming on the y

drivers will be re-verified.
To publi

about these policies, the
NHA and the Motorway
Police will launch separate
media campaigns for their
effective promotion, he
added. Abdul Aleem Khan
also instructed the IG of
Motorways and Highways
Pahce to personally meet

take

‘The minister empha—
sized that making nation-
al highways safer is a top
priority. He added that as
long as officers remain
active, improvements will
also continue. Abdul
Aleem Khan highlighted
that the recent actions
taken by the NHA have not

only resulted in an
increase in revenue but
have also led to a reduction
in incidents of over speed-
ing on the Motorways. He
directed the Secretary for
Communications,
Chairman NHA and the
Inspector General of
Motorway Police to estab-
lish monitoring cells in
their respective offices
under an integrated sys-
tem where data and
videos of each Motorway
and Highway can be
accessed with the one
click of a button. He also
emphasized the use of
Artificial Intelligence and
advanced technology in
this regard.

lSLAMABAD Eedera]. Minister for Commmunications, Abdul Aleem Khan presided over joint meeting of NHA &

Pak-Afghan flag
meeting victory;
Torkham border
reopens for trade

—_ BY:NEWSDESK

TORKHAM: After 25 days
of closure due to border
tensions, Pakistan and
Afghanistan have suc-
cessfully reopened the
Torkham trade route fol-
lowing a successful flag
meeting between security
officials of both nations.

According to security
sources, the high-level
flag meeting was held at
the Afghan Customs
House near the border on
Wednesday, where both
sides endorsed the deci-
sions of the Pak-Afghan
Jirga.

Under the agree-
ment, cargo vehicles will
now be allowed to cross,
while Afghan patients in
urgent need of medical
treatment will also be
granted passage.

However, pedestrian
movement will remain
suspended for two more
days due to technical
issues in the Torkham
immigration system,

On February 21, ten-
sions escalated when
Afghan forces began
unauthorised construc-
tion near the Torkham
border, prompting
Pakistan to suspend all
cross-border movement.

Two days later, on
February 23, Pakistani
police officials con-
firmed the closure, ci
ing the construction of
trenches by Afghan
authorities as the key
reason. The closure halt-
ed trade and pedestrian
movement, leaving
trucks stranded and fam-
ilies relocating for safe-
ty. A Pak-Afghan Jirga on
March 17 made a major
breakthrough.

Islamabad spends over
Rs724mln on protest prevention
& red zone security in 2022-23

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Minister of
State for Interior, Senator
Talal Chaudhry, revealed
that a total of Rs724.4 mil-
lion was spent on protest
Zone
security in
during the fiscal year
2022-23. He shared these
details while addressing
the National Assembly's
Question Hour on
Wednesday.

According to Senator
Chaudhry, in 2019-20, the
government spent Rsiso
million on Red Zone secu-
rity, a significantly lower
amount compared to 2022-
23, due to fewer protests.
For the current fiscal
year, an additional grant
of Rs100 million has been

allocated for Red Zone

security.
He

security

that
expenditures
generally fall under two

explained

categories including
movement, food, and
accommodation of securi-
ty forces and procurement
of containers used to
block roads and prevent
unlawful gatherings.
Chaudhry stated that
2022-23 saw the highest
security expenditure in

the past five years due to
the large number of
protests and sit-ins in the
capital. He emphasized
that if opposition parties
had protested within
legal boundaries, these
expenses could have been
avoided and used for pub-
lic welfare instead.

Dr Mehreen Razzagq
Bhutto raised a question
in the House regarding
the total security costs for
protests in the last five
years. Responding to a
supplementary guestion
by Senator Sehar Kamran,
Chaudhry clarified that
empty containers are
legally procured by the
administration for securi-
ty purposes, with proper
payments made to the
Tespective companies.

BISP, World Bank discuss
collaboration on skill
development and cybersecurity

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson
of the Benazir Income
Support Programme
(BISP), Senator Rubina
Khalid, held a meeting
with World Bank Country
Director ~ Mr,  Najy
Benhassine at the BISP
Headquarters to explore
avenues of collaboration
on skill development and
the re-certification of
BISP Registration
Centres.

During the discus-
sion, Senator Rubina
Khalid underscored the
importance of the skill
Development Programme
in empowering BISP bene-
ficiary families by allevi-
ating poverty and promot-
ing financial indepen-

dence,

The meeting also
reviewed BISP's progress
concerning
Disbursement-Linked
Indicators, with a partic-
ular focus on enhancing
the technical capacity of

BISP field officials
through specialized train-
ing programs.

Both parties agreed to
form dedicated teams to
develop proposals aimed
at improving the techni-

cal expertise of BISP field
staff,
Additionally, Senator
Rubina Khalid sought the
World Bank’s support in
strengthening BISP's IT
and cybersecurity frame-
work.

In response, Mr. Najy
Benhassine assured the
World Bank's full cooper-
ation in assisting BISP in

digital transformation
and cybersecurity
enhancement.

The meeting conclud-
ed with a commitment to
strengthening collabora-
tion between BISP and the
World Bank to ensure
effective service delivery
and capacity building for
the welfare of underprivi-
leged communities.

Fawad questions PTI’s
labeling as terrorists,
calls for national unlty

SEHRISH NAZ

LAHORE: Former federal
minister Fawad
Chaudhry has stated that
if former prime minister
Imran Khan and his party
members were consid-
ered terrorists, then
there is nothing left to
discuss, Speaking to the
media outside the Anti-
Terrorism Court (ATC),
Fawad Chaudhry recalled
that during the National

Security Committee
meeting, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister Ali  Amin
Gandapur questioned

who should be classified
as a terrorist,

He pointed out that
the majority of cases
being heard in ATCs
involved PTI members. 1f
a party that secured 7o%
of the votes was deemed
terrorist, then it implied
that Pakistan itself was
being labeled as such.,

He lamented that cur-

rent PTI leadership has
failed to unite the people,
highlighting that key fig-
ures like Mahmood Khan
Achakzai and
Balochistan's real leader-
ship were absent from
the meeting.
He praised former
army chief General
Raheel Sharif for bring-
ing the nation together
after the APS tragedy,
contrasting it with the
current political climate,
Fawad Chaudhry crit-
cised the government's
response to the Jaffer
Express attack, where
ministers alleged that
Imran Khan was siding
with separatists. He

questioned the narrative
being promoted by the
government.

He also expressed con-
cerns over the message
sent to the world by the
recent National Security
Committee meeting, sug-
gesting that instead of

partisan  politics, a
national government
should be formed to move
Pakistan forward.

Meanwhile, the Lahore
ATC extended Fawad
Chaudhry’'s interim bail
in five cases. His lawyer
argued that multiple FIRs
had been filed for the
same incident and urged
the court to merge them.
The court was informed
that Fawad Chaudhry’s
trial had already begun in
Faisalabad.

After reviewing the
case, the court extended
his interim bail until
April 16 and adjourned
the hearing.
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