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Prime Minister invites Bahrain’s
businessmen to invest in Paklstan

ARIF MEHMOOD KHAN

Salman Al-Musallam
which called on him here

ISLAMABAD: anf at the PM House.
Minister : He that
Shehbaz Sharif  on

Wednesday invited the
businessmen of Bahrain
to tap the huge potential
of business activities in
Pakistan and invest in
various sectors,

He also stressed to fur-
ther increase the trade
volume of the two coun-
tries.

The prime minister
was talking to a delega-
tion of Parliamentary del-
egation of Bahrain led by
Speaker of Council of
Representatives of
Bahrain, Ahmed bin

exchange of the parlia-
mentary delegations of
the two countries was
important to further
strengthen bilateral ties.

He also conveyed his
best wishes to the King of
Bahrain Hamad bin Isa
bin Salman Al Khalifa.

“The brotherly rela-
tions of Pakistan and
Bahrain are very strong
and based on the shared
beliefs, history and cul-
ture,” the prime minister
said.

He highlighted that
the Pakistanis living in

Bahrain were ren-
denng key services
in the country.

He also stressed
that Pakistan,
Bahrain, and the
entire Muslim
Ummah should
intensify the relief
efforts for their
Palestinian brothers
and sisters.

National
Assembly Speaker
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq,
Special  Assistant
Tariq Fatemi and

Pakistan committed to fostermg reglonal peace,

economic connectivity thru APA, SCO, ECO

SAMRA ATHAR

ISLAMABAD: Chairman
Senate Syed Yousal Raza
Gilani on Wednesday reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s com-
mitment to promoting
Tegional peace, economic

ity, and sustain-
able development through
active engagement in
multilateral forums such

are shared ideals. He
highlighted that the APA
serves as a vital platform
for pursuing these com-
mon goals, transforming
it into a true institutional
voice of the Asian
Century. The Chairman
said that global landscape
continues to evolve and
Asia remains at the center
of geo-economic transfor-

as the Asian - 5

Parliamentary Assembly mation, security con-
(APA), Shanghai cerns, and gec_lpo[:ﬂc_e)l
Ci ion Gilani said
(SCO), and  Economic that parliamentary diplo-

Cooperation Organization
(ECO). While addressing
the plenary session of the
APA in Baku, Azerbaijan,
he said that peace, democ-
racy, human rights, and
sustainable development

macy serves as a bridge
that connects diverse
nations and political sys-
tems in pursuit of com-
mon interests, “It enables
us to address pressing
regional issues and chal-

lenges, including econom-
ic integration, trade facili-
tation, climate change,
terrorism and cyber-
crime” he said. He
observed that enhanced
cultural exchanges, edu-

cational collaborations,
and interfaith dialogues
can strengthen under-
standing, solidarity and
regional harmony.

The China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor, Gilani

said, remains central to
strengthening regional
infrastructure and eco-
nomic integration.

He informed that
counterterrorism, intelli-
gence-sharing, and
regional peace initiatives
are key priorities.
“Pakistan leads regional
sustainability efforts
through afforestation pro-
grams, disaster resilience
strategies, and transna-
tional energy projects”,
Leader of Pakistan and
Parliamentary delegation
observed.

He said that parlia-
mentary cooperation is
essential in addressing cli-
mate change, water secu-
rity, and clean energy

transitions. He also advo-
cated for robust cyberse-
curity frameworks to pro-
tect regional economies
and societies, He said that
APA provides us with an
invaluable opportunity to
establish legal frame-
works, build consensus on
regional policies, and
undertake constructive
dialogue that transcends
political differences.

He called for maximiz-
ing the impact of parlia-
mentary engagement and
developing  structured
mechanisms within APA
to enhance legislative col-

laboration and policy
alignment, bridge gaps
and create on

Tarar alrives to

attend inaugural

session of international
media conference in Riyach

PEAK POINT

RIYADH: Federal
Minister for Information,
Broadcasting, National
Heritage and Culture
Attaullah  Tarar on
Wednesday arrived to
attend the inaugural ses-
sion of the conference
organized by the Saudi
Media Group. The three-
day conference is being
held in Riyadh from
‘Wednesday to Friday. The
inaugural session will be
attended by world leaders
and important figures
from the media from all
over the world.

Attaullah Tarar also
met with former British
Prime Minister Boris
Johnson and other impor-

tant figures on the occa-
sion of the inaugural cer-
emony.

Saudi Arabia’'s
Minister of Energy Prince
Abdulaziz bin Salman Al
Saud is also participating
in the conference.

The Saudi Media
Forum will explore meth-
ods for media production,
digital journalism and
content creation.

New business models
for media, digital trans-
formation and financial
stability in the digital age
will be reviewed. The
Media Forum will also
consider strategies
regarding fake news and
the role of media institu-
tions in restoring public
trust.

Pakistan, KSA joint

naval exer

cise ‘Affa

Al Sahel’ concluded

AYESHA REHAN

RAWALPINDI: A joint
exercise between Pakistan
Navy and Royal Naval
Forces, Affa Al Sahel, con-
cluded in Karachi.

The Inter Services
Public Relations (ISPR)
said Commander Coast
Rear Admiral Faisal Amin
along with top officials of
both naval forces wit-
nessed the final test exer-
cise.

The training exercises
included RPG firing,
machine gun firing, close

quarters combat, practi-
cal rappelling, hostage
rescue, EOD drills, mis-
sion planning, area clear-
ance using modern tech-
niques and others.

The aim of this joint
exercise was to enhance
coordination and strate-
gic skills between the two
navies.

This exercise will con-
tribute to improving
murtual capabilities and
coordination to tackle
maritime security chal-
lenges.

pressing regional issues.

DP/FM Ishaq Dar raises Kashmir
dispute at meeting with UN chief

PEAK POINT

UNITED NATIONS:
Pakistan’s Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign
Minister, Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar,
called for a just resolution
of the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute in accor-
dance with United
Nations Security Council
resolutions at a meeting

with UN  Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres
on Tuesday.

The meeting took
place at UN Headquarters
on the margins of the
Security Council's debate
on multilateralism and
global governance,
according to a press

release issued by the
Pakistan Mission.

It said Senator Dar
also condemned Israel's
atrocities against the
Palestinian people, and
reiterated Pakistan's
unwavering support for a
two-state solution, ensur-
ing a viable, contiguous,
and sovereign State of
Palestine based on pre-
1967 borders, with Al-
Quds Al-Sharif as its capi-

tal.

In addition, The
DPM/EM  highlighted
cross-border  terrorism
from Afghanistan and
called for UN support in
countering the menace
within and from that
country,

He reaffirmed
Pakistan’s desire to pro-
vide humanitarian sup-
port to the millions of
destitute  people in
Afghanistan and to pro-
mote its economic devel-

opment, including
through implementing
connectivity projects
between Central Asia and
Pakistan through
Afghanistan.

In  his remarks,

Senator Dar reaffirmed
Pakistan's strong support
for the United Nations’
central role in addressing
global challenges, includ-
ing peace and security,
development and climate

change.
He underscored
Pakistan’s unwavering

commitment to promot-
ing international peace,
and security as a non-per-
manent member of the
UN Security Council
(2025-2026) while high-
lighting Pakistan’s long-
standing commitment to
multilateralism and the
UN Charter, including UN
peacekeeping efforts.

The DPM/FM wel-
comed the initiative by

the UN Secretary-General
to organize the Summit of
the Future and expressed
the hope that the Pact for
the Future will be fully
implemented, meeting
the financing needs of the
developing countries to
implement the SDGa
(Sustainable
Development Goals) and
climate targets.

On his part, Secretary-
General Cuterres thanked
the DPM/FM for
Pakistan’s active engage-
ment at the United
Nations as well as for its
role towards maintenance
of international peace and

Pakistan rebuffs India’s
claim of Kashmir

being its ‘in

UNITED NATIONS:
Pakistan Tuesday hit back
at India for claiming
Kashmir to be its ‘integral
part”, saying fabrication
and obfuscation cannot
change the legal, political
and historical reality.
“Jammu and Kashmir never
‘was, nor is, a so-called ‘inte-
gral part’ of India,”
Pakistani delegate Asif
Khan told the UN Security
Council as its day-long dis-
cussion on multilateralism
and global governance came
‘toaend. Khan, who is min-
ister at the Pakistan
Mission to the UN, was

security in the form of its | reacting to lndjare
N F ing contri- b Parvathaneni
butions, Harish's  claim  that

tegral part’

Kashmir “has been, is, and
will always be an integral
and inalienable part of
India.” The Indian ambas-
sador made that claim in
response to Pakistan's
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister, Senator
Mohammad Ishag, who
made a forceful call in the
15-member Council for the
resolution of the decades-
old dispute, calling it an
“open wound” that threat-
ens international peace and
security. He also said the
Indian occupation forces
were indulging in gross
abuses of human rights,
and called on the Security
Council, to ensure the
implementation of its own
resolutions.

Supreme Court says it is not
under trial in military courts case

KOMAL BUTT

ISLAMABAD:
Aminuddin Khan on
Wednesday ~ remarked
that the Supreme Court is
not under trial; it has to
decide according to the
constitution and law.

Justice Khan gave the
remark during hearing of
intra-court appeals
against the trial of civil-
ians in military court.

A seven-member con-
stitutional bench headed
by Justice Khan and
including justices Jamal
Khan Mandokhail,
Muhammad Ali Mazhar,
Justice Hassan Azhar
Rizvi, Musarat Hilali,
Naeem Akhtar Afghan
and Shahid Bilal Hassan
is hearing appeals.

At the outset of hear-
ing, Aitzaz Ahsan's coun-
sel Latif Khosa submitted
that Uzair Bhandari was
to argue today. But, he
requested him (Bhandari)

Justice

and he allowed me to pre-
sent his arguments.

Justice Khan permit-
ted Khosa to proceed.

The justice told Khosa
that Aitzaz Ahsan object-
ed to Salman Akram
Raja's arguments given
on Tuesday as he (Raja) is
also his lawyer. Aitzaz
said that Raja had dis-
agreed  with  Justice
Muneeb Akhtar's deci-
sion; but he completely
agreed with the decision.

Justice Mazhar
observed that his objec-
tion was probably with
regard to the decision on
Article 63 A, Raja said that
he had disagreed with
only one paragraph of the
decision. He said he was
arguing yesterday as
Arzam Junaid's counsel
and he stand by his argu-
ments.

“An impression was
given in the media as if 1
didn't know what I have
said. Your question was

put in the headli
there is no prohil
court martial of ci
in international laws.
Justice Afghan sug-
gested him to avoid fol-
lowing social media. “We
should not be influenced
by social media otherwise
it would become difficult
[for us] to give decisions,”
Justice Mandokhail
remarked that the media
should also be careful
while reporting.
Justice Hilali said that

there have been a lot of
news against her. She
wanted to reply to allega-
tions [against her]|, but
her status does not allow
her to answer.

Advocate Raja said
that he stood by his argu-
ments, Justice Khan
remarked that guestions
are asked to understand
different points of view,

Airzaz objected that
the number of his appli-
cation was changed
despite the fact he filed

the application before
Jawad 8. Khawajawhoisa
former chief justice of
Pakistan.

Advocate Khosa start-
ed his arguments and said
that the eyes of the entire
nation are on this case;
because of this case the
Supreme Court is under
trial. Justice Khan replied
that the Supreme Court is
not under trial.

Advocate Khosa said
that judicial decisions are
quoted as precedence.
Justice Mandokhail asked
him to argue the legal sta-
tus of Section 2 D.

Justice Khan asked
'him not to relate Section 2
D with May ¢ and 10. He
told him rto first present
his views independent of
the section, and then
argue whether Section 2 D
applies to May 9 or 10 inci-
dent,

Advocate Khosa sub-
mitted that fundamental
tights have been protect-

ed in the constitution.
Section 2 D cannot be
maintained. He argued
that the formation of mil-
itary courts must be seen
in historical context.

He said that the
Section 2 D was intro-
duced in 1967. It dismem-
bered Pakistan. The
Hamoodur Rehman

Commission report men-
tioned that it created
hatred against the insti-
tution.

pmhibltmn on making
laws in the constitution?
Khosa replied that they
had to introduce the 21st
Amendment for military
courts.

“Civilians cannot be
tried in military courts.
Judges and proceedings
are not independent in
military trials. That's
why a judicial commis-
sion was demanded on
May g incident,” added

Advocate Khosa.

Advocate Khosa said
that he had been strug-
gling for the rule of law.
The Section 2 D is against
Islamic teachings; mili-
tary trials are kept secret,

Justice Khan said that
Khawaja Haris had
argued that there was a
complete procedure for a
transparent trial [in mili-
tary court).

Justice Mandokhail
reminded Khosa of his
“long political profile”
and said that he had been
a federal minister, sena-
tor, member of the
assembly, governor and
attorney general. “What
steps did you take to
repeal Section 2 D while
holding these positions?”

The justice observed
that he would not mind if
parliament revoke this
section,

Justice Hilali said his
stance in parliament is
different and in the court

he talked about some-
thing else.

“Military courts were
formed later; the reasons
for the fall of Dhaka were
different,” she added.

Khosa said that “we
‘want a strong army who
has the support of mass-
es. We want the army to
get out of the issue of tri-
als

Advocate Khosa sub-
mitted that you [the
judges| knew how the
26th Amendment was
passed. Give the decision,
and we will implement t.
‘You will be revered by the
‘public if the trial of civil-
ians in military court is
ended. The 26th
Amendment was passed
through the use of force,

Justice Hilali gues-
tioned him had any mem-
‘ber resigned on the pas-
sage of 26th Amendment?
Khosa replied that Akhtar
Mengal tendered his res-
ignation.
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Charnplons Trophy
maiden match against New Zealand

KARACHLI: Pakistan faced
a defeat against New
Zealand by 60 runs after
failing to chase a daunt-
ing target in the opening
match of the ICC
Champions Trophy 2025
played at the National
Bank Stadium, Karachi,
on Wednesday.

'a
side could accumulate 260
before getting bowled out
in the 48th over despite
half-centuries from Babar
Azam and Khushdil Shah.

Pakistan had a dismal
start to the pursuit as
they were reduced to 22/2
in 10 overs with skipper
Mohammad Rizwan
(three) and Saud Shakeel
(six) falling cheaply.

joined Babar in the mid-
dle in a bid to launch
recovery.

The pair, however,
could add 47 runs to the
total as Fakhar fell victim
to Michael Bracewell in
the 215t over after scoring
23 off 41 deliveries with
the help of four bound-
aries.

Vice-captain Salman

blistering 42-run cameo
until falling victim to
Nathan Smith in the st
over. Pakistan then lost
two more wickets in quick
succession,  including
that of their ace batter
Babar Azam, and conse-
quently slipped to 153/6 in
34 overs., Babar scored a
cautious 64 off 9o deliver-
ies, smashing six fours

*
*

Paki

Khushdil Shah went after
the New Zealand bowlers,
hitting 10 fours and a six
on his way to a brisk 49-
ball 69.

He was eventually dis-
missed in the 44th over by
Will O'Rourke, who put
New Zealand just two
wickets within the victo-
Ty. Pakistan's tailenders
Haris Rauf and Naseem

Chasing a daunting
321-run target, the home

Following the early
hiccup,

Fakhar Zaman

Ali Agha then offered
some fightback with a

and a six. Coming out to
bat at number seven,

Shah offered some resis-
tance down the order but

1stan lose

their efforts were not
enough to lead their side
to victory.

Mitchell Santner and
O'Rourke took three wick-
ets each for New Zealand,
followed by Martt Henry,
who claimed two.

Put into bat first, the
Blackcaps registered 3.m15
on the board in their
allotted so overs, thanks
to a match-defining
fourth-wicket partner-

ship between Young and
Latham.

‘The visitors, however,
got off to a shaky start to
their innings as mystery
spinner Abrar Ahmed
inflicted an early blow by
castling Devon Conway
(10) on the third delivery
of the eighth over.

New Zealand suffered
two more blows in quick
succession as pacers
Naseem Shah and Haris

Rauf picked up the key
wickets of Kane
Williamson (one) and
Daryl Mitchell (10), bring-
ing the total down to 73/3
in 16.2 overs.

Following the slump,
wicketkeeper batter
Latham, who scored a
match- wim\lng half-
tury in the tri-nation ODI
series final last week,
joined set batter Young in
the middle.

Pakistan dominates Combaxx 7th
Asian Open Taekwondo Championships

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's taek-
wondo athletes showcased excep-
tional skill and determination at
the Combaxx 7th Asian Open
Taekwondo Championships,
securing an impressive haul of 15
medals—z gold, 5 silver, and 8
bronze. The event witnessed
fierce competition, but Team
Pakistan's outstanding perfor-
mance reaffirmed its position as
aleading force in the martial arts
arena.Iran clinched 2 gold
medals, while Egypt and
Tajikistan secured 1 gold medal
each. Afghanistan grabbed 2
bronze medals, and Palestine
secured 1 bronze medal.In the
Men's -s8kg category, Haroon
Khan clinched the gold medal,
while Siddique Abubakar secured
silver, and Tayyab Muhammad
earned bronze, showcasing
Pakistan's dominance in this
weight class.In the Men's -74kg
category, Pakistan continued its
winning streak with Junaid
Faizan grabbing the bronze

medal, demonstrating remark-
able skill and perseverance The
Men's +87kg division saw Omar
Hamza Saeed make his mark
with a sliver medal, reinforcing
Pakistan's strong presence in the
heavyweight category.Pakistan's
female athletes also delivered

exceptional performances:In the
Women's -49kg category, Zahraa
Khawar Fateemaah Tuz brought
home the silver medal, hlgh
lighting her agility and strate,

pmwess .The Women's -62kg cat-
was dominated by
Paklstim athletes, with Sabira

Bibi winning gold, Zoya Sabir
securing silver, and Fazila Bibi
claiming bronze. Hafiza Aslam
Khadija also earned a bronze
medal, underscoring Pakistan's
talent depth in this division.In
the Women's +73kg category,
Manisha and Aneeza Imran
secured bronze medals, con-
tributing to the overall medal
tally. The outstanding perfor-
mance of Pakistani athletes at
the championship is a testament
to their hard work, dedication,
and the support provided by
coaches and the national taek-
wondo federation. Their achieve-
ments not only bring pride to the
nation but also inspire the next
generation of martial artists. The
Pakistani contingent's success at
this championship underscores
the growing talent and potential
within the country's taekwondo

PEAK POINT

KARACHI: President Asif
Ali Zardari attended the
jopening ceremony of the
|Champions Trophy at the

mmunity. It also highligh! : ”
g:kjs[:n'swmmn:lxen[gm Em;s- National Stadium here on
turing and ing martial . .
arts on both national and inter- First  Lady A‘“EEf‘
national platforms. Bhutto  Zardari _also

President Zardari attends
opening ceremony of Champions
Trophy at National Stadlum

\!
accompanied the
President.

He was received by
PCB Chairman Mohsin
Naqvi on arrival at the
National Stadium.

The President and the
First Lady, accompanied
by former captain
Sarfaraz Ahmed, carried

rales _ )
the Champions Trophy|

onto the field.

President Zardari met|
with the captains of the|
Pakistan and  New|
Zealand cricket teams.

Later, the President|
and the First Lady also|
watched the match
between the two teams.

PTF to promote tennis from grass
root level to encourage talent, Aisam

SAMRA ATHAR

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Tennis Federation (PTF) is
set to promote tennis at
the grass root level to
strengthen the country's
standing in the sport, said
the President of PTF
Aisam-ul-Hag Qureshi on
Wednesday. In an exclu-
sive chat with APP, the for-
mer world number eight in
doubles emphasised the
importance of youth devel-
opment at the junior level
to ensure a steady pipeline
of talent for the future.
“We've immense potential
in tennis in Pakistan, but
to produce world-class
players we'll have to focus
at the grassroot level,”

“The PTE, along with
key stzke}mlders has decid-
ed to focus on schools,
academies and local clubs

al level.

sador
Pakistan
decades, revealed that the

The tennis ace,
who has been an ambas-

for tennis in

for over two

“We are planning to hold
more junior tournaments
and training camps across
different cities. The idea
is to make tennis more

added.  Accord:

g
Aisam, one of the key
strategies includes collab-
orating with schools to
introduce tennis as part of

can have structured school
programmes, why not ten-
nis?" he asked.
One of the it chal-
lenges for young tennis
i i is the
lack of proper facilities and
. Alsam
acknowledged this gap and
said that the PTF was work-
ing on improving infras-
tructure and training local
coaches to meet interna-
tional standards. “There
are very few international-
standard tennis academies
in Pakistan. We need to
build more courts and hire
certified coaches who can
groom young talent the
right way,” he e'xplamed
“The federation is now
committed to upgrading
existing and set-

who also opened the ACE

RIZWAN HAIDER

ISLAMABAD: India right-
hander Shubman Gill
has overtaken former
Pakistan captain Babar
[Azam to become the top
ranked ODI batter in the

world as the
International  Cricket
[Council (ICC) on

Wedpesday issued latest

The massive changes
at the top of the ODI
rankings come just prior
to the start of the ICC
[Champions Trophy 2025.

Meanwhile, Sri
Lanka spinner Maheesh
[Theekshana has climbed
atop the Men's ODI
Bowling Rankings - tak-
ing the premier position
for the first time by sur-
passing  Afghanistan
tweaker Rashid Khan,

This is the second
time Gill has held the
No.1 ranking in ODI

India’s Cill pips Babar
Azam to No 1 ODI spot

s
cricket, with the India
batter having also gone
past Babar to claim top
spot midway through
the ICC Men's Cricket
‘World Cup in 2023.

Babar dropped to sec-
ond place and 23 rating
points behind the new
No.1, while India skipper
Rohit Sharma remained
in the third spot.

New Zealand's Daryl
Mitchell moved up two
places to fifth and Sri
Lanka dasher Charith

Asalanka jumped eight|
spots to eighth, while|
Pakistan captain|
Mohammad Rizwan|
climbed six places to 15th|
with a new career-high|
rating.

New Zealand duo|
Devon Conway (up five|
rungs to 3s5th) and Glenn|
Phillips (up six places to|
g1st) also make good
ground on the list for|
ODI batters this week,
with in-form Pakistan
right-hander  Salman
Agha jumping 24 spots to|
48th on the back of good|
displays in the recent
Tri-Nation series.

Afghanistan veteran|
Mohammad Nabi main-
tained a lead at the top of]
the rankings for ODI all-|
rounders, with Santner|
gaining one place inside|
the top 10 to move up to|
sixth overall.

to identify and train bud- PTF was working on a accessible to kids from all  their extracurricular  Tennis Academy in 2023
ding players, enabling structured approach to backgrounds, not just activities. “We need to with a focus on
them to represent the introduce tennis to chil- those who can afford take tennis to schools, If performance tennis
country at the internation- dren from a young age. expensive coaching,” he cricket, hockeyand football nationwide.
Haider Ali confident of
Pakistan’ in ICC CT

JAVED KHAN perform well in the mega event,” Bangladesh in November 2019.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani cricketer

upcoming ICC Champions Trophy
2025, saying the Creen-shirts has
the potential to make a significant
impact in the tournament. Ali,
who made his first-class debut in
September 2019, said Pakistan
team has all the capability to move
to the top in the Champions
Trophy. “We have a talented squad
with players who can take the team
to victory in the Champions
Trophy. Pakistan team has the tal-
ent and ability to excel in the tour-

he told APP. Ali, who was injured
during the Bangladesh Premier
League (BPL) and was ruled out of
the BPL Qualifier-z in 2025, said he
expects to recover within a week
and a half. “I'm working hard on
my rehabilitation and hope to
return to the Pakistan Super
League this year,” he said. He also
expressed his gratitude to fans for
their support during his infury and
vowed to repay them with strong
performances in the upcoming PSL
season, Ali, who was named in
Pakistan's squad for the 2019 ACC
Emerging Teams Asia Cup in

, emphasized the importance of
adapting to different game situa-
tions. “Playing in leagues is differ-
ent from playing international
cricket, A player's performance
depends on the game situation,
and sometimes even the best play-
ers can have off days.”

It may be mentioned that Ali?
made his Tzol debut for Pakistan,
against England, in September
2020 and scored 54 runs in his debut
Tzol match, becoming the first
cricketer for Pakistan to score a fifty
on a Tzol debut.

PEAK POINT

PESHAWAR: The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa  Games
organized by the
Directorate General
Sports Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa will begin
from 2oth February-
today, in which more
than 2,000 male and
female athletes will par-
ticipate. All the athletes
have reached Peshawar.
All preparations for the
Cames have been com-
pleted, Male athletes will
participate in 16 and
female athletes in 1z
games. These views were
expressed by Director

Ceneral Sports Abdul

KP Games to begin
today, Abdul Nasir

Nasir while talking to the
media. Additional DG
Sports Rashida Chaznavi,
Director Operation
Naimatullah Marwat,
Deputy Director Jamshed
Baloch, Admin Officer
Syed Jafar Shah were also
present, DG Sports said

that all arrangements for
the games have been com-|
pleted and Chief Minister
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Alil
Amin Gandapur will inau-
gurate the games. Teams
from DI Khan, Bannu,
Kohat, Mardan, Swat,
Abbottabad and Peshawar
regions will participate in|
the mega event. He said
that male players will par-|
ticipate in athletics, foot-
ball, hockey, volleyball,
basketball, karate, taek-
wondo, boxing, squash,
table tennis, ton,
gymnastics, throwball,
judo, wushu and hand-
ball, while female players
will panicipate in athlet-
ics, hockey, cricket,




ISLAMABAD: Motorists are on their way at Recep Tayyip Erdogan Interchange, whl:h is open for the public and completed ln Lhe record tim-
ing in Federal Capital.
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NCC organizes 2-day workshop to

TWIN CITIES

refine & standardize textbook review

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: The
National Curriculum
Council (NCC) Wing of
the Ministry of Federal
Education & Professional
Training has launched a
two-day workshop titled

“Standardizing the
Textbook Review
Process,” taking place

here on February 1g-zo,
2025. This initiative aims
to refine and standardize
the textbook review pro-
cess by bringing together
experts from diverse edu-
cational backgrounds to
ensure quality and effec-
tiveness in curriculum
implementation. Dr.
Tabasum Naz, Director
NCC, welcomed the par-
ticipants and highlighted
the workshop s objec-

importance of collabora-
tion in enhancing text-
‘book evaluation.

She stressed the need
for a hands-on approach
to reviewing educational
materials using well-
defined criteria.
Acknowledging the dedi-
cation of experts and
stakeholders, she
expressed appreclanon
for their active participa-
tion in this national
effort.

The workshop was
honored by the presence
of  Mr. Mohyuddin
Ahmad Wani, Secretary
of the Ministry of Federal
Education & Professional
Training, as the Chief
Guest, In his address, Mr.
Wani highlighted the
fundamental aspects of
c‘urnculum and le_x(book

tives, ing the

ing the need for text-
‘books to not only deliver
knowledge but also foster
real-world understand-
ing.

He stressed that text-
books should clearly
define the purpose and
practical applications of
each chapter, making
learning more meaning-
ful for students.

He also discussed the
integration of gamifica-
tion and storytelling
techniques to enhance
engagement and compre-
hension.

Furthermore, he
advocated for the inclu-
sion of hands-on,
hypothesis-driven activi-
ties that promote experi-
ential learning, enabling
students to grasp con-
cepts through practical
application,

ISRA University and PMDC Under Fire Over
Unauthorized Admissions Despite HEC Suspension

NADEEM TANOLI

ISLAMABAD: The Senate
Standing Committee on
Federal Education and
Professional Training,
chaired by Senator Bushra
Anjum Butt, convened a
meeting at the Ministry of
Education to address press-

ing concerns in the educa-
um sector. The session,
attended by Senators Syed
Masroor Ahsan, Dr. Afnan
Ullah Khan, Kamran
Murtaza, Khalida Ateeb,
and Danesh Kumar,
focused on matters of pub-
lic importance, urging
authorities to ensure
meaningful outcomes.The

Secretary of Education
regarding the establish-
ment of the Nippon
Institute  of  Advanced
Sciences, Additionally, the
Ministry of Education pro-
vided a detailed report on
the ASPIRE program, a
World Bank-sponsored ini-
tiative launched during
COVID-19 to enhance edu-
cation across Pakistan.
Members expressed con-
cerns over inadequate facil-
ities in Balochistan and
Sindh, highlighting dis-
parities in educational
development. The
Secretary of Education
revealed that 44 districts

beneficiaries of the ASPIRE
program. It was also
reported that 716 teachers
in Balochistan had received

facilities. Responding to
concerns over educational
gaps in Balochistan, the
committee directed offi-
cials to arrange an on-site
meeting to assess the pro-
gram's ground
impact. During the session,
HEC Chairman briefed the
committee on the long-
pendmg xemumzramm
issue of Disti

now taken over direct pay-
ment, The committee
stressed the importance of
‘honoring academic profes-
sionals and directed HEC

expedite the transfer cf
dues.The committee also
expressed strong dissatis-
faction with the failure to
release pension funds to
Tetired staff of the Federal
Urdu University of Arts,
Science, and Technology

National Professor (DNP)
Dr. ln_hal Afridi. He
that while uni-

passed a bill after a satisfac-
tory briefing from the

had been identified as lag-
ging in  educational
progress, all of which are

versities previously dis-
bursed the award, HEC had

diate financial issues,
though additional liabili-
ties of Rs. 200 million in
pensions and Rs. 185 mil-
lion in commutations
remain unresolved. The
committee instructed the
FUUAST VC to present a
detailed investment report
in the next meeting.The
Vice Chancellor  of
Bahauddin Zakariya
University (BZU) updated.

committee also recom-
mended swift action on the
proposal for evening ses-
sions at the universi-
ty.Addressing engineering
education concerns, the
committee directed the
University of Engineering
and Technology (UET)
Taxila to devise a mecha-
nism for transferring S-
Category students to A-
Category in the engineer-
ing department. The com-
mittee also stressed the
need to accommodate stu-
dents from Balochistan
through an internal scruti-
ny process. Furthermore,
the committee pladged to
Tesolve a 1

(FUUAST). The university's the committee on issues
Vice Chancellor (VC)admit-  faced by LLB students, con-
ted a lack of funds for pen- that exam mark-
sion payments and sought ing had been assigned to
il t the Tesl.'mg Councll The
clear liabili- d univer-
ties, HEC's Executive sity officials to resolve stu-
Director assured that Rs. dent grievances pr
100 million would soon be  with the VC assuring com-

released to address imme-

pletion within a year. The

issue affecting eight teach-
ers who were denied bene-

fits previously granted to
129 other faculty mem-
bers. A significant issue dis-
cussed was the continued
suspension of admissions
at ISRA University since
Fall 2022. HEC Executive
Director Dr. Zia Ul-Qayyum
informed the committee
that all admissions to ISRA
University’s main campus
(Hyderabad), sub-campus-
es (1 and

confirmed that degrees
awarded since Fall 2022
would not be recognized
and urged students and
parents to Temain cau-
tious. The committee ques-
tioned PMDC's inaction
despite being formally
alerted by HEC and directed
authorities to take imme-
diate steps to prevent
enroll-

Karachi), and affiliated
medical colleges remain
banned due to ongoing
administrative and accred-
itation concerns. Despite
this, the university has
conducted admissions in
medical-related  fields,
prompting concerns over
regulatory oversight. HEC

ments.The committee reit-
erated its commitment to
ensuring strict compliance
with educational regula-
tions, financial trans-
parency in universities,
and the protection of stu-
dent rights, vowing to take
necessary legislative action
if required.

Opinion & Editorial

The Role of the Pak Army mn Orgamzmg Public Engagement and Entertainment Events

Abdul Basit Alvi
Imy events offer a
unique chance for

setting.
Whether through meet-
ind-gmels, wllmt!ering in
community activities, or
participating m friendly

crises,
ural disasters or security
threats, these connections

in foster-

sports
events help humanlze sol-
diers, showing them as
individuals with lives
can help break down stereo-
types of soldiers as distant
or unapproachable, creat-
ing a more compassionate
and relatable image of the
military.Additionally,
demonstrations of the
army’s technological
advancements, leadership
opportumﬂa and global
‘missions can

ing unityand a shared sense
of responsibility. On a more
basic level, military-orga-

ation for both civilians and
military personnel. These
occasions a chance
for people to relax and enjoy
themselves in a supportive
environment, Concerts,
sports tournaments, and
festivals bring the public
together for shared experi-
ences, while offering mili-

vide an opportunity to edu-
cate civilians about the
:mportance of national

army
tively expla)n the impor-
tance of defense

national iecunl:y polmes,
and international coopera-
tion for the country’s well-
being. This approach boosts
national security awareness
among the public, helping
citizens u.nd.etstanﬂ their
role in suppumng -
tary's mission, fmm lnsu:
security measures to policy
decisions. Public engage-
ment events also play a vital
role in fostering a resilient
society by emphasizing the
value of cooperation and
solidarity in overcoming
challenges. Whether
through  team-|
exercises, joint ity

tary a break from
their rlemand.l.ng duties. In
a society marked by high
levels of stress and anxiety,
these events offer moments
of joy and connection, con-
mbuqu to the well-being
of all involved.In today's
globalized world, thearmy’s
pubh: engagement activi-
ties also serve as a platform
for cultural exchange.
Many military events fea-
ture international partici-
pation or showcase global
and hn -
tarian missions. These
civilians
to diverse cultures and per-
spectives, as sD]d.l:rs urten
come from various
and backgrounds, Such
interactions promote unity
in diversity and foster inter-
national cooperation and
understanding. The
Pakistan Army is renowned
not only for its defense and
security roles but also for its

between the

civilians, h\ghhght the
army’s more relatable side,
and contribute to society’s
overall well-being.One of
the Pakistan Army's most
notable events is the
Pakistan Day Parade, held
annually on March 23rd to
commemorate the Lahore
Resolution of 1940. This
grand showcases
national pride and military
strength, with soldiers
from various regiments
marching in perfect forma-
tion, exempliﬂnng disci-
pline and unity. The
Pakistan Air Force con-
tributes with thrilling fly-
pasts and aerobatic di:-
plays. Folk dances, music,
and traditional perfor-
mances from all provinces
celebrate Pakistan's cultural
diversity, while military
Bq\.l.lment such as tanks

and missiles are exhibited
to highlight the country's
defense capabilities,
parade is attended by thou-
sands, including govern-
ment officials, foreign dig-
nitaries, anrl the ‘public,
and is broadcast live, reach-
ing millions of viewers.The
Pakistan Army, through its
welfare organization, the
Army Welfare Trust (AWT),
organizes festivals and fairs
mnonmd.ewpmmocelocal
businesses, entertain the
public, and mp‘panchanta~
ble causes. Events like the
Lahore Eat Festival, which
features a variety of
cuisines, live music, and
cultural  performances,
draw food lovers from
across the country. The
Karachi Literature Festival,
in collaboration with liter-
ary organizations, cele-
brates literature, poetry,
and intellectual discussion.
The Cultural

public engagement and
entertainment. Over the

service projects, or crisis
response simulations, these
events encourage collabora-
tion between citizens and
the military. In times of

strengthen national unity,

Festival, showcasing
Pashtun culture through
traditional dances, music,

another

and handicrafts, is
vibrant examp]e These fes-
tivals prmrlde entertain-

celebrate cultural heritage,
and i i

provide
to the public. These events
aim to enhance the bond

Paklslan Army also has a
Tich of promoting
sports and physical fitness.
It organizes numerous

‘The Army Marathon, a pcp—
ular event in major cities,
attracts both professional
aduetes and amateur run-

promoting fitness and
healthy living. The army
frequently partners with
the Pakistan Sports Board to
orgimm national-level

competitions, offering ath-
letes aplatform to showcase
their skills, These events

p
platform for discovering
and developing future
akistan

performances to
entertain the public and cel-
ebrate the nation's her-
itage. These events often
feature well-known artists
and performers. Jashn-e-
Baharan, a spring festival
held in Islamabad, includes
live music, dancﬂ perfor-
mances, am:l flower exhibi-
tions. Lok Mela, a folk festi-
val organized in partnership
with the National Institute
of Folk and Traditional
Hemaae, highlights tradi-
, music, and
from  across
. Additionally, the
Pakistan Army Band fre-
quently performs at public
events, playing patriotic
songs and popular tunes,
These events offer a plat-
form for artists to showcase
their talents and provide
the public with high-quality
entertainment. In times of
crisis, the Pakistan Army
plays a crucial role in relief
and rehabilitation efforts,
often incorporating puhl]l:
activities o lift

dances
b

the spmls of affected com-
munities. After the 2005
Kashmir earthquake, the
army set up relief camps

army established Telief
camps and
munity events to support
displaced families emotion-
ally. During the pandemic,
the army distributed food
and medical 5upplies,
alongside small-scale enter-

tainment events to help
alleviate loneliness and
stress. These efforts under-
score the army's commit-
ment to the nation's well-
being.The Pakistan mmy
also regularly organizes
events to educate the public
and raise awareness abuut
important issues, often
blending entertainment
elements to engage audi-
ences, Free camps
in rural areas are paned
with awareness sessions on
hygiene and nutrition, and
entertainment  activities
like puppet shows and skits
effectively convey key mes-
sages. Tree planting cam-
paigns and clean-up drives
are often complemented by
music and cultural perfor—
mances to attract partici-
pants. In partnership wn.h
NCOs, the army

ing and public speaking
among students.The
Pakistan Ammy f(equenthj
hosts “open houses”
“ﬁmnly days” at nul.ltary
across the country,
pmv]d.mg civilians with the
opportunity to interact with
soldiers, learn about mxh
tary life, and participate
various activities. mimrs
can observe demonstrations
of military equipment and
tactics, while families enjoy
funfair rides, games, and
food stalls. Dlsplays of tradi-
tional crafts, , and
artifacts ~ from  across
Pakistan also add to the
experience.On August 14th,
the Pakistan Army p]zys a
central role in organizing
m:]ependzme Day mlebxa-

ﬁrE—
works light up the skies in
major cities, and cultural

pmg‘amsfeaturhgpau‘iut—

ic songs,

celebrate the nation’s lusr.cr
1y and achievements,

Pakistan Army also ml]ab&
rates with civil society orga-
nizations to organize events
that benefit the communi-
ty. Blood donation drives, in
partnership with hospitals
and NGOs, are often accom-
panied by entertainment

o

nars and workshops on top-

and cultural exchange,
Experts from around the
world are invited to discuss
global security challenges
and geopolitical issues,
while Cultural Nights allow
students from different
countries to showcase their
traditions through music,
dance, and food. Debate

donations. Charity runs are
ized to SUpport causes
like education for under-
privileged children, and
! artists are suppor
f.hnmgh exhibitions and
auctions, with proceeds
going to charitable causes.
These events attract large
crowds of eager attendees.A
recent example of such an
event was the three-day
Kashmir Cultural Festival

Muzaffarabad, attended the
event. During their speech-
es, the Spea.'kexs guests,
and participants empha-
sized that, in today’s world,
the enemy is attempting to
influence the minds of the
younger generation by
spreading negative propa-
gan through  social
media. They urged the
youth to use social media in
a positive way o promote
national interests and the
Kashmir freedom move-
ment. At the conclusion of
the program, prizes were
awarded to the winners in
various categories. The

y festival featured
Kashmiri cultural stalls,
traditional food, children's
entertainment, arld paint-
ing competitions. The festi-
val ail to promote
Kashmiri culture and show-

cant step in promoting
i culture, The
Pakistan Army has hosted a
range of events throughout
Azad Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK), such as the Sports
Festival in Neelum Valley, a
Sports Gala in Rawalakot,
and another in Bagh.
Amung its notable initia-
tives is the ISPR Internship
program, which focuses on
empowering and \:mmng
the youth, benefiting a sig-
nificant number of young
individuals, These events
have provided valuable
opportunities to entertain,
empower, support, and
train the local community,
the
the

especially
Moreover,

luding
AJK regions uke Neelum
Valley, Bagh,

a Media Workshop in
Muzaffarabad, offering a
great platform for local
media professionals to
the senior lead-

ership of the Pakistan
Army, gain knowledge, and
clear up several misconcep-
dons.In today’s digital era,
the rapid spread of propa-
ganda and fake news can
greatly influence public per-
ception and national securi-
ty. To address these issues,
it is crucial to foster strong
interactions between the
army and  civilians.
Consistent  engagement
helps build trust, trans-
parency, and mutual under-
standing, ensuring that the
public stays well-informed
and can critically evaluate
information, Through pub-
lic events, educational pro-
grams, and open communi-
cation, the army can offer
accurate information, dis-
pel false narratives, and
promote national unity, By
strengthening their rela-
tionship, the army and
civilians can work together
to counter misinformation
and protect public opinion
from manipulation.The
Pakistan Army has played a
crucial role in organizing
public engagement and
entertainment events,
demonstrating its dedica-
tion to fostering unity,
patriotism, and community
welfare. Through initiatives
like cultural festivals, sports
ts, and charita-

ble activities, the Army has
not only provided entertain-
‘ment but also strengthened
the bond between civilians
and the military, By utiliz-
ing its organizational exper-
dse, d\eAﬂnyconunues 1]
make contribu-
tions to societal well-being,
fostering a sense of national
pride and  solidarity
throughout the country.
Such initiatives are warmly
welcomed by the public,
who are calling for more
events of this nature to be
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Army and civilian many patients with limited

along with a large number access to other facilities.

of local it from , the Army held
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Pakistan to become fastest
growing economy in Asia
within 22 years: Ahsan Igbal

PEAK POINT

KARACHI:

Initiatives ~ Ahsan
‘Wednesday said Pakistan

potential to become Asia's fastest-
growing economy within 22 years.
stems
Pakistan’s favorable demographic
and resource dynamics. Notably,

This optimism

Pakistan’s ratio of
Tesources  to
unmatched in the region,

ing a unigue advantage.

He expressed these views while
addressing as a chief guest at the
Astrolabe
Datacentre at NED Engineering
University here. Among other nota-
bles, Chairman Higher Education
Commission (HEC) of Pakistan,
Professor Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed and

inauguration of

Federal Minister for
Planning, Development & special
Igbal

population  is
. provid-

on
has the

from

natural

continent,
said that we

Vice Chancellor NED Engineering
University Dr. Sarosh Hashmat
Lodhi were also present.

Earlier, the minister formally
performed the inauguration of the
Datacenter. Ahsan Igbal said that
Pakistan got all required resources
like we have manpower, natural
minerals, and the modern infras-
tructure that we have put in place,
and now, we only need stability and
continuity of policies, and if we do
this, we can move forward in this
The Federal Minister
have built the
Datacenter, now more important is
its utilization that what will be its
functions and how will we use this
facility so that we can provide bet-
ter learning to our students. It is
important that how will we con-
duct research within our education

and how will we bring private sec-
tor investments and harmonize it
in a knowledge and industry, he
added. Ahsan
Pakistani
become problem solvers, solution
providers and a center of innova-
tions that will give us all the possi-
bilities for a bright future for the
sustainable development.

He said that Pakistan's universi-
ties have to lead, particularly, the
engineering universities have to
take the lead as
Pakistan's future is in the hands of
engineering universities, He said
that today United States is a super-
power not on the strength of its
weapons, not on the strength of its
economy, if America is a superpow-
er, then its universities are on the
Dback of America.

Igbal said that
universities have to

the key to

= e
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KARACHI: Federal Minister of Planning, Development & Special Initiatives Ahsan Igbal Inauguration the
Astrolabe Datacenter at NED University.

COAS in

in 7th Regiona
Stabilization

HUMA REHAN

RAWALPINDI: GCeneral
Syed Asim Munir, NI (M),
Chief of Army Staff
(CoAS), is on an official

visit to the United
Kingdom to participate in
the 7th Regional

Stabilization Conference
at the esteemed Royal
Military Academy
Sandhurst.

During the visit COAS
will deliver the keynote
address on “The Emerging
World Order and
Pakistan's Future
Outlook”, said an ISPR
news release.

The Stabilization
Conference serves as the
premier platform for
Army-to-Army dialogue
between Pakistan and the
United Kingdom, held
annually to foster collabo-
ration.

The event brings
together a balanced repre-
sentation of policymak-
ers, both civil and mili-
tary, as well as members
of prominent think tanks
from both nations.

‘This year's conference
holds particular signifi-

UK to
'Co

cance in light of the rapid-
ly evolving geopolitical
landscape, providing an
invaluable opportunity to
exchange perspectives
and explore pathways for
enhanced bilateral coop-
eration.
On the inaugural day
of his visit, Ceneral Syed
Asim Munir was accorded
awarm and dignified wel-
come, including a cere-
monial Guard of Honour
at the historic Royal
Horse Guards Parade
Ground, presented by an
impeccably turned-out
contingent.

During his visit, the
COAS will engage with
key members of the UK's

nference

1participate

civil and military leader-
ship to discuss matters of
mutual interest. His
engagements will include
meetings with Mr Adm
Toney Radikon, Chief of
Defence Staff UK, General
Sir Roland Walker, Chief
of the General Staff of the
British Army, and Mr.
Jonathan Nicholas
Powell, the UK National
Security Advisor.
Furthermore, the
COAS will hold discus-
sions with Ms. Yvette
Cooper, Home Secretary,
to address shared chal-
lenges and underscore the
importance of fostering

deeper collaboration.

NA body approves key climate
projects, pushes for stronger
environmental accountability

PEAK POINT
ISLAMABAD: e
National Assembly

Standing Committee on
Climate Change and
Environmental
Coordination, chaired by
Munaza Hassan, greenlit
several high-impact cli-
mate projects under the

Public Sector
Development Program
(PSDP) 2025-26.

The commirttee, that
met here on Wednesday
also took a firm stance on
environmental viola-
tions, calling for stricter
enforcement of anti-pol-
lution laws and advanc-
ing groundbreaking legis-
lation to hold businesses
accountable for climate
impact.

The session saw
intense scrutiny of major

Each project was eval-
uated for its financial fea-
sibility, environmental
impact, and alignment
with global conservation
frameworks, particularly

the UN Marine
Biodiversity Treaty.
committee

emphasized the impor-
tance of the Biosafery
Project, which addresses
genetic modifications and
compliance with interna-
tional biosafety protocols.
The National Biodiversity
Conservation Project was
also spotlighted for its
role in safeguarding
Pakistan’s marine ecosys-
tems, both within and

beyond its rterritorial
waters.
Expressing concern

over persistent violations
of anti-pollution laws,
the committee called for

initiatives, i the
Pakistan Bio-Safety
Clearing House, the
National Biodiversity

Conservation Project, the
Climate Resilient Urban
Human Settlements Unit,
and the Marine
Biodiversity Governance
Initiative.

stricter by
motorway police, includ-
ing higher fines for illegal
stubble burning. The
Inspector General of
Motorway Police has been
summoned to brief the
committee on enforce-
ment progress in the next
meeting.

Finance minister meets WB delegation,
discusses country’s economic outlook

JAVED KHAN

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Finance and
Revenue, Senator
Muhammad Aurangzeb
on Wednesday met with
‘World Bank delegation
and discussed economic
outlook and reform agen-
da of the country.

‘The delegation includ-
ed Executive Directors
Abdelhak Bedjaoui,
Zainab Ahmed, Beatrice

Maser, Robert Bruce
Nicholl, Teresa Solbes,
Alternate Executive
Directars Paul
Bonmartin,
Lonkhululeko

and Dr. Taugir Hussain
Shah beside Country
Director for Pakistan Najy
Benhassine, Vice
President & Corporate
Secretary Mercy Tembon,
Board Operations Officer
Shadiya Adam, and
Senior Operations Officer
Karl Bach.The Finance
Minister welcomed the
delegation and appreciat-
ed the World Bank’s con-
tinued support  for
Pakistan's economic and
development agenda.

He specifically
thanked the delegation
for the new Country
Partnershi k

Marlene Suzie Nzengou

(CPF) 2026-35, which was

formally launched in
January 2025 with an
unprecedented $20 billion
commitment to support
Pakistan's development
priorities.

The Finance Minister
also apprised the delega-
tion about his recent visit
to Saudi Arabia for the
AlUla Conference 2025,
organized by the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and the Saudi
Minister of Finance. He
highlighted that the con-
ference brought together
more than 3jo finance
ministers from develop-
ing countries to discuss
global economic chal-

lenges, debt sustainabili-
ty, and avenues for foster-
ing economic resilience.

Ayaz Sadiq
felicitates nation
on hosting

ICC Champions
Trophy

PEAK POIN

He shared key t
from the discussions,
emphasizing the need for
enhanced collaboration
s developi

ISLAMABAD: Speaker of
the National Assembly,
sardar Ayaz Sadig, on

ng
economies and the role of
multilateral institutions
in providing tailored sup-
port to emerging mar-

kets. Discussing
Pakistan’s economic tra-
jectory, the Minister

highlighted key indica-
tors and emphasized that
these improvements
reflected the success of
the government’s ongo-
ing reform efforts.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Fi

Bank delegation to discuss Pakistan’s economic outlook and reform agenda.

;u’"‘ |

nance & Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, meeting with the World

w y
heartfelt congratulations
to the Pakistani nation
and cricket enthusiasts
worldwide on the hosting
of the ICC Champions
Trophy 2025 in Pakistan.
“Today is a historic
day,” the Speaker said. He
said that this marks the
first ICC mega event in
Pakistan since 1996, He
described the hosting of
the Champions Trophy
2025 as a moment of
national pride and joy.
‘Welcoming all partici-
pating international
teams, he said, “The
arrival of global teams
teflects the international
community's trust in
Pakistan.” He commend-
ed the efforts of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif

Collective efforts urged for
greener economy amid

climate ch

ARSHAD MALIK

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator
to Prime Minister for
Climate Change, Romina
Khurshid Alam under-
scored the need for collec-
tive efforts to address the
challenges posed by cli-
mate change and facili-
tate the transition to a
greener economy.

She stressed the grow-
ing urgency for industries
to embrace environmen-
tally friendly practices,
from reducing carbon
emissions to integrating
renewable energy and
sustainable supply
chains,

Speaking at a tree
plantation event titled
“Creen Earth is Clean
Earth” held by the

Rawalpindi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(RCCI) at Gulistan Fatima
Park in Islamabad on
Wednesday, Romina
praised the initiative,
emphasizing the critical
role that businesses and
the wider community
must play their role in
ensuring a green and sus-
tainable future.
“Business communi-

ange challnes

e >
ties are not only vital for
economic development,
but they also hold a sig-
nificant role in shaping
our environmental
future. Planting trees is
one such investment that
benefits not only today's
generation but also safe-
guards the resources and
environment for future
generations,” she

remarked.

Shaza highlights Pakistan’s
stance on digital economy
at DCO General Assembly

MOHSIN ALL

ISLAMABAD: Minister of
State for Information
Technology and
Telecommunication,
Shaza Fatima Khawaja,
on Wednesday highlight-
ed Pakistan's commit-
ment to the digital econo-
my and global coopera-
tion.

Representing Pakistan
at the g4th Digital
Cooperation Organization
(DCO) General Assembly
in Jordan, she under-
scored the importance of
international partner-
ships in advancing digital
development.

Actively engaging in
discussions, she shared
Pakistan's digital trans-
formation strategy with
international ministers
and reaffirmed the coun-

‘try’s dedication to foster-
ing digital cooperation
said a news release
Pakistan's role in pr
moting digital collabora-
tion was widely acknowl-
edged at the global
forum. “Pakistan will
play a pivotal role in the
digital revolution,” Shaza
Fatima said.
Discussions with
member countries
focused on digital skills
development and technol-

Y

ogy partnerships, further
strengthening Pakistan's
global digital engage-
ment.

Pakistan is actively
shaping the future of the
digital economy.

With a strong commit-
ment to bridging the digi-
tal divide and fostering
international collabora-
tion, Pakistan remains
dedicated to leveraging
technology for progress.

KP CM urged to ensure
effective implementation of 2%

Minority Quota

PEAK POINT

PESHAWAR: The Civil
Society Support Croup
has urged Chief Minister
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,

and PCB  Chairman . .

Senator Mohsin Raza Ali Amin Candapur to
Nagui for ensuring the take concrete measures
successful organization of for full and effective
this prestigi tourna- ion of the 2%
ment. "I extend my appre- minority admission

ciation to the Prime
Minister and PCB
Chairman for their dedi-
cation in making this
event possible,” he
remarked. The Speaker
said that the return of
international cricket to
Pakistan marks the begin-
ning of a new era of
growth and prosperity. He
also extended a warm wel-
come to cricket fans from
across the world, express-
ing confidence that the
Champions Trophy 2025

will deliver thrilling and
high-quality cricketing
action for all.

quota across all public
sector universities in the
province.

According to a press
release issued here on
Wednesday, in 2021
Covernment of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa introduced
a 2% minority admission
quota in public sector
universities to enhance
educational opportuni-
ties for minority commu-
nities.

Progress continued in
2022, with the allocation
of a 2x quota at the
Intermediate level and a
1% quota for Associate

in

Degree and BS programs,
demonstrating compli-
ance at these levels.

The notification of the
Revised Admission Policy

2023-2024 by the
Department of Higher
Education, integrating

these quotas in govern-
ment colleges, is a com-
‘mendable step, according
to civil society represen-

tatives. The Nartional
Commission for Human
Rights (NCHR) Sub-

Committee on Minority
Issues has played an
active role in advocating
for these quotas by issu-
ing reminder letters to

universities

universities.

However, full compli-
ance at the university
level remains a signifi-
cant concern, affecting
equal access to higher
education for minority
students.

The recent passage of
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Universities
(Amendment) Act, 2024,
on January 2, 2025,
transferred the powers of
the Chancellor from the
Governor to the Chief
Minister, granting direct
authority over public uni-
versities,

Given this legislative
shift, civil society urges
the Chief Minister to
direct the Department of
Higher Education to
develop an online central-
ized monitoring and com-
pliance system to track
the implementation of
the quota.
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