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PM calls for concerted efforts to
eliminate Hepatltls C from Pakistan

ARIF MEHMOOD KHAN

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Tuesday called for
coordinated efforts by
federal and provincial
governments and all
stakeholders to eradicate
Hepatitis c from
Pakistan, vowing to pro-
mote and expand the
PM’s Hepatitis €
Elimination Programme
countrywide.

Spe:klng at a recog-
nition ceremony here,
marking the successful
completion of the pilot
project of the PM's
National Hepatitis C
Elimination Programme
in Gilgit Baltistan, the

prime minister empha-
sized the lmpottance of
the initiative in address-
ing the widespread
impact of the disease in
the country.

Acknowledging the
significant support from
the Aga Khan
Development Network
and the World Health
Organization (WHO) in
this initiative, he said
that the hepatitis unit
‘was initially established
at the Pakistan Kidney
and Liver Institute (PKLI)
and was later expanded
to provide 100% free
treatment facilities.

The prime minister
expressed regret that

when the new govern-
‘ment took office in 2018,

w5

e Minister's National Hepatitis C Eliminatio

on of the Pilot Pmp»n in GM

the program was discon-
tinued. However, he said

n Programm
paltistan

that shortly after assum-
ing the office of Prime

Minister, he resumed
the program, which was
now operational in
Punjab under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz,

“We see a bright
future of Gilgit Baltistan
and subsequently other
parts of Pakistan,” he
said expressing the con-
fidence that with the
efforts of the incumbent
government, Hepatitis C
will be completely erased
from the country very
soon,

“This aggressive dis-
ease is spreading. This is
high time to effectively
control this disease,” he
said.

Minister Yousaf urges awareness to safeguard,

prevent misuse of Prophet’s sanctity law

SAMRA ATHAR

ISLAMABAD:  Federal
Minister for Religious

Affairs and Interfaith
Harmony, Sardar
Muhammad Yousaf
emphasized that the

Council of  Islamic
Ideology (CII) is the fore-
most forum for safe-
guarding the sanctity of
the Prophet Peace Be
Upon Him.

Addressin
‘Roundtable Dls:usslon
to mark the International
Day to Combat
Islamophobia at the CII
the other day, he stressed
the importance of raising
awareness about the law
protecting the sanctity of
the Prophet and prevent-

ing its misuse.

“Anyone who inten-
tionally commits blas-
phemy should be pun-
ished in accordance with
legal principles, but no
one should take the law
into their own hands,”
Minister Yousaf asserted
noting that whenever a
national issue arises, the
nation looks towards the
CII for guidance. “Even if
a prominent scholar
expresses an opinion, it
remains personal, where-
as the council's recom-
‘mendations represent a
collective and institu-
tional perspective,” he
added.

The minister also
assured his full support
in presenting the coun-

cil's  recommendations
before the cabinet when

needed.

Cll  Chairman Dr
Muhammad Raghib
Hussain Naeemi high-
lighted that March 15 is

observed globally as the
International Day to
Combat Islamophobia.
He explained that
Islamophobia, the base-
less fear and prejudice
against Islam and

Muslims, is not just a
theoretical or psychologi-
cal issue but a real threat
that endangers lives.
“The purpose of this
observance is to counter
the misinformation
spread about Islam, raise
awareness against the
discrimination faced by
Muslims, and promote
interfaith harmony,” he
added.

Dr Naeemi under-
scored that freedom of

religious communities,"”
he urged.

Dr Naeemi also elabo-
rated on the council's rec-
ommendations regarding
the protection of the
Prophet's sanctity. He
mentioned that the coun-
cil had proposed appoint-
ing dedicated judges to
handle blasphemy cases
exclusively to ensure
swift verdicts and pre-
vent vigilante justice.
Furthermore, he advoca(-

establi

tolerance should not be
used as justifications for
targeting any faith or its
followers, “The world
must take this issue seri-
ously and implement
measures ensuring equal
rights and safety for all

ed for

Counter Blasphemy
Department (CBD) akin to
the Counter-Terrorism
Department (CTD) to
monitor and act against
blasphemous content on
media, especially social
media.

FPCCI shares ‘Charter of Economy’ with
Finance Minister to overcome challenges

KOMAL BUTT

ISLAMABAD: Federation
of Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce & Industry
(FPCCI) here on Tuesday
shared a comprehensive
Charter of Economy pre-
pared by the federation
with the Finance
Minister, Senator
Muhammad Aurangzeb
and his team.

The charter was
shared by FPCCI delega-
tion during a meeting
with the finance minis-
ter, according to press
release issued by finance
ministry here. The dele-
gations was led by
President FPCCI, Atif
lkram and included

Patron-in-Chief, §. M.
Tanveer and  Chief
Executive of FF Steel,
KPK, Senator Noman
Wazir.

On the occasion, the
FPCCI team emphasized
that this Charter was
developed to foster polit-
ical consensus and
intended to meet with all
stakeholders, including
political parties, to form
an effective economic
strategy that transcends
political divides and
addresses Pakistan's eco-
nomic challenges.

Their goal is to free
the country from its eco-
nomic calamities by pri-
oritizing the nation's
development and eco-

nomic growth, particu-
larly to meet the needs of
the growing population,
especially the youth,
who form the core of
Pakistan's demographic
structure.

o -

Senator Noman Wazir
Khattak provided a
detailed presentation on
the proposals and recom-
mendations outlined in
the Charter of Economy.
The key recommenda-

tions included the reor-
ganization of specialized
civil services with the
establishment of dedi-
cated groups in critical
sectors such as Energy,
Finance, Industry, and
Health to lead policy for-
mulation and ensure
informed decision-mak-
ing.

The Charter also
called for embracing
solar and wind energy,
seen as the cheapest
sources of power, and
proposed keeping wheel-

ing charges for the
Competitive Trading
Bilateral Contract

Market (CTBCM) at a
maximum of Rs 4 per
KWh.

It also emphasized a
greater focus on regional
trade and development
financial institutions,
with proposals for at
least 20% of lending
directed toward long-
term CAPEX and 10%
toward startup CAPEX.

A stable exchange
rate was recommended
to support exports and
discourage imports that
do not comply with the
Pakistan Standards and
Quality Control
Authority (PSQCA). The
Charter also stressed the
importance of a uniform
gas pricing structure for
industries across the
country to promote
industrial growth.

Commander of
Bahrain National
Guard calls on COAS

HUMA REHAN

RAWALPINDI;  General
Sheikh Mohammed Bin
I1sa Bin Salman Al Khalifa,
Commander of the
National Guard of the
Kingdom of Bahrain,
called on Ceneral Syed
Asim Munir, NI (M),
Chief of Army Staff
(COAS), at  General
Headquarters (GHQ).
“During the meeting,
both leaders engaged in
discussions on matters of
murual interest, the
regional security land-
scape.
, and avenues for
strengthening bilateral
military cooperation”,
said an ISPR news release.
COAS underscored the
significance of enhanced

collaboration in address-
ing shared security chal-

lenges and fostering
‘peace and stability in the
Tegion.

‘The visiting dignitary
lauded the professional-
ism of the Pakistan
Armed Forces and com-
mended their unwavering
efforts in combating ter-
rorism.

Central Ruet-¢-Hilal
Committee to meet for Shawwal
moon sighting on March 30

JAVED KHAN

ISLAMABAD: The Central
Ruet-e-Hilal Committee,
along with zonal commit-
tees, will convene on
Sunday evening, March
30, 2025

ing will take place at the
Ministry of Religious
Affairs and Interfaith
Harmony where religious
scholars, meteorological
experts, and other stake-
holders will participate in

29th Ramazan 1446 A.H. }
to sight the moon of
Shawwal, marking the
potential end of the holy
month.

The Central Ruet-e-
Hilal Committee’s meet-

the to verify
moon sighting reports
from across the country.

The announcement of
the moon sighting will
determine the date for
Eid-ul-Fitr celebrations
across Pakistan.

State Bank issues new
currency notes worth
billions for public

PEAK POINT

KARACH: The State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP) has con-
firmed that fresh, crisp
banknotes will be avail-
able for Eid, dismissing
rumours that no new
notes were issued this

year,
According to SBP offi-
cials, commercial banks
across Pakistan have
already received Rs 27 bil-
lion in fresh currency
notes, ensuring their
availability to the public.
State Bank reas-
sured that clean and
high-quality crisp curren-
cy notes will be accessible
via ATMs and bank coun-
ters nationwide.
The SBP clarified that
new currency notes have
been distributed to 17,000

branches of commercial
banks during Ramadan
2025. The State Bank of
Pakistan  has also
deployed cash monitoring
teams to ensure smooth
and fair distribution, pre-
venting any artificial
shortages. Furthermore,
SBP has directed banks to
keep ATM services unin-
terrupted during the Eid
holidays, ensuring the
availability of fresh and
clean notes to the public.
Banks have been instruct-
ed to ensure fair distribu-
tion of new notes through
their nationwide branch
network, SBP added, The
State Bank of Pakistan's
teams will oversee the
process to prevent any
irregularities, ensuring
that people can get new
notes without hassle.

ISSI hosts seminar commemorating
‘International Day to Combat Islamophobia’

AYESHA REHAN

ISLAMABAD: The Centre
for Strategic Perspectives
at the Institute of
Strategic Studies
Islamabad (ISSI) organized
a seminar titled
“Islamophobia in Focus:
Three Years of Progress
and Emerging
Challenges.”

The seminar featured
a keynote address by Prof
Dr Anis Ahmad, Vice
Chancellor of RIPHAH
University. Other distin-
guished speakers included
Dr Israr Madani, Founder
President of the
International Research
Council for Religious
Affairs  (IRCRA); Dr
Mujeeb Afzal, Associate
Professor at Quaid-i-Azam
University; Prof Dr
Muhammad Zia-ul-Hag,
Director General of the
Islamic Research Institute
at International Islamic
University Islamabad

(lIUI); Dr Creg Simons,
Professor of Journalism at
Daffedil  International
University; and Dr Sofya
Ragozina, Post-Doctoral
Research Fellow at the
Institute of Oriental
Studies, Russian Academy
of Sciences, said a press
release,

Ambassador  Sohail
Mahmood, Director
General 1851, highlighted
Pakistan's pivotal role in
international advocacy,
particularly through the
designation of March 15 as
the International Day to
Combat Islamophobia by
the UN, Despite some leg-
islative steps in Sweden,
Denmark, and the U.S.,
Ambassador Mahmood
highlighted parsls[ent
and increasing
Islamophobic incidents in
Europe, the U.5. and
India, He underscored the
urgent need for imple-
mentation of UN resolu-
tions and for the interna-

P
tional community to forge
unity and work together,
fostering understanding,
tolerance and mutual

Tespect. He further
stressed that people of
goodwill in all faiths
should make their right-
ful contribution towards
building a world that
respects diversity, plural-
ism, and interfaith har-
mony. In a video message,
H.E. Hissein Brahim
Taha, Secretary General of
the OIC, described the

proclamation of the
International Day against
Islamophobia by the
United Nations as a sig-
nificant milestone in
combating religious dis-
crimination. He
expressed concern over
the rise in anti-Muslim
incidents globally,
including online hate
speech and attacks on
places of worship, which
threaten human dignity
and religious freedom,
He stressed that this

challenge demands col-
lective action and inno-
vative responses, affirm-
ing OIC’s commitment to
effective strategies
against Islamophobia,
strengthening legal pro-
tections for minorities,
and combating religious
hatred through dialogue
and mutual respect.

In his keynote
address, Prof Dr Anis
Ahmad  characterized

Islamophobia as a social-
ly constructed phe-
nomenon rooted in
unjustifiable fear and
distorted perceptions of
Islam and Muslims,
resulting in harassment,
discrimination, exclu-
sion, and violation of
fundamental human
rights globally.

Drawing from the
Runnymede Trust Report
(1997) and recent academ-
ic studies, he highlight-
ed the media’s role in

perpetuating mnegative
stereotypes and the glob-
al spread of
Islamophobia, including
in non-Western coun-
tries like India. Dr.
Ahmad emphasised insti-
tutionalized educational
biases that glorify impe-
rial narratives and depict
Muslims negatively. He
advocated for decoloniza-
tion of social sciences,
projection of strengths
and positive dimensions
of Islam and Muslims,
need for critical think-
ing, empathy and jus-
tice, universal ethical
values, respect for digni-
ty, religious freedom,
and educational reforms
to accurately represent
Islam and Muslims,

Prof Dr

and colonial narratives.
He underscored the criti-
cal need for interfaith
dialogue and educational
reforms, emphasizing
Pakistan's stability as
essential to strengthen-
ing the broader Muslim
community globally.

Dr Israr Madani dis-
cussed the slgmncam
rise of

posed leveraging alterna-
tive media to challenge
these biased narratives
effectively.

Dr. Mujeeb Afzal
explained Islamophobia
in the context of India,
attributing it to histori-
cal narratives from the
era of Muslim dynasties
through colonial rule,
and u

post-g/i1, dnven largely
by Western media por-
trayals associating Islam
with security threats, He
recognized emerging
global awareness and
counter-efforts through
advocacy, education, and
alternative media.

Dr Greg Simons criti-
cally examined Western
media’s role in exacer-
bating Isla hobi

Zia-ul-Haq traced the hns—
torical origins of
Islamophobia to
medieval Europe and
highlighted its perpetua-
tion through Orientalism

ceptions post- 9,'u,
asserting that
Islamophobia has been
politically instrumental-
ized to justify foreign
interventions. He pro-

marginalization under
Hindu nationalism. He
critigued contradictions
within Nehruvian secu-

larism, which masked
grassroots  communal
politics.

Dr. Sofya emphasized
proactive measures to
address Islamophobia,
advocating for positive
representations of Islam
rooted in universal ethi-
cal values. She called for
substantial  academic
and curricular reforms to
instil  a  confident
Muslim identity among
youth,
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B1g h1tt1ng New Zealand crush

Pakistan by five wickets for 2-o lead

ARIF MEHMOOD KHAN

OVAL: New Zealand
men'’s openers went on a
six-hitting  blitz on
Tuesday to thrash
Pakistan by five wickets
and go 2-0 up in their
Twentyzo series,

The ‘home side
reached 137-5 with 11 balls
to spare in Dunedin to
take control of the five-
match  series  after
Pakistan posted 135-0 off
15 overs in a rain-reduced
second match.

New Zealand's high-
light was a ferocious
opening stand between
Tim Seifert and Finn
Allen in which seven of
the first elght scoring
shots were sixes.

Remarkably, Seifert
played out a maiden off
Shaheen Shah Afridi's
opening over before Allen
cleared the small
University Oval boundary

Seifert then smashed
26 off Afridi's second over,

including four sixes,

by Seifert,

scored with 44 in the

nine-wicket

Christchurch on Sunday,

who top-

win in
five sixes eac!

departed on 45 off 22 balls.

Allen fell soon after-
wards for 38 off 16, with
the openers hammering

P

Four New Zealand
wickets fell in the space of
four overs midway
through the chase before
Mitch Hay's unbeaten 21

man
with 46 off 28 balls,
launching a recovery after

o NN -4
made the outcome safe.

Earlier, captain

Agha top-scored

Pakistan were sent in and
lost opener Hasan Nawaz
without scoring for the
second time in the series.
They were 19-2 in the

fourth over before the
skipper embarked on a
knock that featured four
fours and three sixes.

Shadab Khan was
aggressive in the middle
order with 26 off 14 balls
and Afridi was not-out 22
off 14.

Four New Zealand
bowlers took two wickets,
including seamer Ben
Sears and all-rounder
Jimmy Neesham, who
were both recalled, in
place of Tim Robinson
and Kyle Jamieson.

New Zealand can wrap
up the series if victorious
in game three in
Auckland on Friday.

Pakistan’s one change
for the match was the
introduction of seamer
Haris Rauf for leg-spinner
Abrar Ahmed.

The start was delayed
for 9o minutes because of
rain at University Oval,

England not in favour of
Saudi-backed T20 league

PEAK POINT

MELBOURNE: The chief execu-
tive officer of the England and
Wales Cricket Board (ECB),
Richard Gould on Tuesday stated
that the English cricket board
would not back a Saudi Arabia-
sponsored international
Twentyzo league because there
was not sufficient time on the
schedule for it.

Eight teams will compete at
four separate venues in the tour-
nament, which will be supported
by Saudi Arabia's national wealth
fund's sports department.

"With the busy international
calendar, a host of established
franchise leagues around the
world, and existing concerns
abourt player workloads, there is
no scope or demand for such an

idea," Could told the same new"s—
paper. "It's not something rhat
we would support.”

own 100-ball format league, The
Hundred, having raised $1.27 bil-

. - ——
The ECB is keen to protect its

lion last month after selling fran-
chise stakes to private investors.

The Indian Premier League
remains the benchmark in fran-
chise cricket, while Australia,
Pakistan, West Indies, South
Africa and the United Arab
Emirates also have their own T20
leagues.

The Australian Cricketers
Association has backed the pro-
posed league saying it was man-
dated to "pursue initiatives that
benefit our members".

“The ACA's early interest in
exploring this concept is moti-
vated by a desire to develop and
normalise best-practice collective
bargaining and an international
gender-equity pay model for
male and female cricketers," the
player's union was quoted as say-
ing in the report.

RIZWAN HAIDER
ISLAMABAD: Pakistani

batter Haider Ali has
expressed optimism
Jabout  his  potential

return to the 10th edition
of Pakistan Super League
(PSL).

The tournament is
slated to take place from
|April 11 to May 18, with
Imatches being held in
four cities including
Karachi, Lahore, Multan,
land Rawalpindi,

Ali, who represents
Islamabad United got
injured  during the
Bangladesh  Premier
League (BPL) and was
ruled out of the BPL
Qualifier-2 in 2025.

Ali, who made his
first-class ~ debut  in

Qamar Zaman shares valuable
tips with junior squash players

PEAK POINT
PESHAWA!

Former

" Squash Complex in
World Champion and leg-
endary squash player Mr, Peshawar. The camp
Qamar Zaman shared Started on the ist of
valuable tips and tech- Ramadan. Mr. Zaman
niques with junior play- and PAF coaches provided
ersduring the IM Sciences  valuable training to

Ramaﬂan Camp held at
the PAF Hashim Khan

junior boys

basis. A total of 43 junior
players participated in
the camp, which featured
categories for boys Under
9 (15 players), Under1o (10
players), and Under 11 (10
players), as well as a Girls

on a da[lil

‘Under g category (8 play-
ers). The camp is spon-
sored by IM Sciences, and
the closing ceremony is
scheduled for March 23,
2025. The principal of the
college will be the chief
guest, along with Mr.

Dawuod Khan, the
Secretary of the Public
Health and Engineering
Department, and the
President of the KP
Squash Association, who
will also attend the cere-
mony.

HBK Ramazan
Sports Gala kicks off

PEAK POINT

PESHAWAR: The HBK Ramadan
Sports Gala commenced with a
grand ceremony last night at the
Peshawar Press Club lawn. The
Chief Minister of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Sardar Ali Amin
Candapur formally inaugurated
the event by playing a badminton
match.The ceremony was
artended by Provincial Minister
for Sports Syed Eakhar Jahan,
Adviser on Information Barrister
Saif, Adviser on Health
Ehtesham Khan, HBK Chief
Executive Dr. Mohib Afridi,
Secretary Information Arshad
Khan, President of Peshawar
Press Club M. Riaz, Secretary of
Peshawar Press Club Tayyeb
Usman, Chairman Sports
Committee Irfan Musa Zai and a
large number of press club mem-
bers.Addressing the opening cer-
emony Chief Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur praised the journalists
of the province for their sacri-

ices in fulfilling their profes-
sional responsibilities, He
acknowledged their crucial role
in the fight against terrorism,
stating that their contributions

are widely recognized. He
emphasized that in a restrictive
environment such recreational
events for journalists are essen-
tial and he commended the

Peshawar Press Club administra-
tion for organizing the event.The
Chief Minister assured that the
journalist community remains a
priority for the provincial gov-
ernment and pledged continued
support in the future.Earlier
President of Peshawar Press Club
M. Riaz thanked the Chief
Minister for his presence and
stated that the primary objective
of the sports gala is to provide
journalists with recreational
opportunities alongside their
professional duties. It is notewor-
thy that the Peshawar Press Club
has been organizing such events
for several years and this marks
the second consecutive year that
it is being held in collaboration
with HBK.This year's Ramadan
Sports Gala features five differ-
ent games including badminton,
snooker, table tennis, ludo and
carrom board. More than 200
‘members are participating in the
event, which will continue for a
week,

2019, said his
team has all the capabili-
ty to excel in the PSL.
“We have talented
[players who can take the
team to victory. Our play-
lers have the talent and
Jability to excel in the
tournament,” he told

Ali, said he has recov-

Haider Ali eyes
return in PSL 10

ered and will be going to
the National Cricket
Academy for rehablhta—
tion and training.
working hard and h
return to the Pakistan
Super League this year,”
he said.

He also expressed his
gratitude to fans for their
support during his injury
and vowed to repay them
with  strong  perfor-
mances in the upcoming
PSL season,

Ali, who was named
in Pakistan's squad for
the 2019 ACC Emerging
Teams Asia Cup in
Bangladesh in November
2019, emphasized the

importance of adapting|
to different game situa-|
tions, “Playing in leagues|
is different from playing

international cricket.
A player's performance|
depends on the game sit-|
uation, and sometimes|
even the best players can
have off days.”

It may be mentioned]
that Ali, made his Tzol|
debut for Pakistan,|
against England, in]
September 2020 and]
scored 54 Tuns in his
debur  Tzol match,
becoming the first crick-|
eter for Pakistan to score]
a fifty on a Tzol debut.

JAVED KHAN

ISLAMABAD: The first-
ever trophy tour in the
history of HBL PSL com-
menced March 14 from
Hyderabad and Karachi,
with ‘Luminara’ sched-
uled to travel to 11 cities
across Pakistan till March
29. According to details,
the 1oth edition of HBL
PSL is scheduled to take
in four cities—
Karachi, Lahore, Multan,
and Rawalpindi—from
April 11 to May 18.

In the first leg of the
trophy tour, the Trophy

HBL PSL X trophy to tour
Islamabad on March 23

was displayed at various
locations ACTOSS

Hyderabad and Karachi
till March 15,

Following Hyderabad|
and Karachi, the trophy|
travelled to Lahore,]
Multan. The trophy will|
now visit Bahawalpur,|
Faisalabad, Peshawar|
and Islamabad. The sec-
ond leg of the trophy tour|
will be announced in due
course.

HBL PSL X ‘Luminara’|
Trophy first-leg tour|
schedule: March|
19-Bahawalpur; March|
20-Faisalabad; March|
22-Peshawar and March|
23-Islamabad.

ZAH D \’AQOO
KHAWAJA

ISLAMABAD: USA Rugby
and World Rugby have
unveiled an ambitious
lhome test series for 2025,
bringing top-tier interna-
tional rugby to fans
across the United States.
Supported by TEC Sport,
the series features six
matches over five week-
ends in four cities, mak-
ing it the most extensive
home schedule in recent
history.The ~Women's
Eagles will use the series
to prepare for the Rugby
(World Cup in England,
while the Men's Eagles
will compete in the
Pacific Nations Cup as
part of their campaign for
2027 Rugby World Cup

USA Rugby Announces
Landmark 2025 Home Test Series

qualification,

expanded schedule
reflects USA Rugby's
commitment to growing
the sport domestically
and providing elite com-
petition opportunities for
its national teams."This
is a landmark year for
USA Rugby,” said USA
Rugby CEO Bill Coren.
"Bringing the Men's and

- chmens Eagles to fans|

across the country in our|
biggest home slate since|
2019 is a tremendous step)
forward for the|
sport.“2025 USA Rugby|
Home  Test  Series
Fixtures:April 26: USA
‘Women vs. Japan - Wallis|
Annenberg  Stadium,
UCLA, Los AngelesMay
USA Women vs,




Azhar Jatoi Khan Elected

President of National Press Club

BY CH M RASHEED SAL

ISLAMABAD: Azhar Jatoi
Khan has been elected as
the President of the
National Press Club,

elected as Secretary and
Finance Secretary,
respectively.According
to the election results,
Nayyar Ali secured 988

GaveRw
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Raw, and Sardar Hafeez,
who received 555, 413,
and 50 votes, respective-
ly.Wagar Satti won the
Finance Secretary posi-
tion, The election
results are significant
for the future of the
National Press Club, as
the newly elected leaders
will shape the club's
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NUTECH Under Fie or Procurement
Irregularities and Financial Mismanagement

NADEEM TANOLI
ISLAMABAD 'l'hE National

alarming revelation was
the mishandling of a pro-
curement process for lab

(NUTECH) hax baen flagged
in a recent audit report for
massive financial irregu-
larities, including ques-

le procurement prac-
tices, failure to insure con-
struction and

The findings have raised
serious concerns about
transparency and financial
discipline in the universi-
ty’s infrastructure pro-
jects.One of |.h= most sig-
nificant lapses

and IT valued at
Rs 11.063 million. The
audit found that the uni-
versity awarded the con-
tract to a single technically
qualified bidder instead of
inviting fresh bids for com-
petitive pricing.According
to public procurement reg-
ulations, if only one com-
pany qualifies in a tender,
the process should be
restarted to ensure trans-
parency. By not following
thls rule, NUTECH created

delays. The audit revealed
that university officials
withdrew Rs 155.819 mil-
lion in cash from institu-
tional accounts instead of
following proper banking
channels.According  to
financial regulations, all

made

transfers to ensure trans-
parency and accountabili-
ty. The withdrawal of such
a large sum in cash raises
concerns about possible
misuse of funds and a lack
of internal financial over-
sight.The audit report rec-
strict  disci-

in the report is the univer-
sity’s failure to insure
major construction works
worth Rs 1,144.250 million.
‘Contract agreements clear-
ly required the university
to obtain third-party insur-
ance for these projects to
safeguard against da

process o | Secuity Officer Suspended for Harassing
Fapigams. | Female Student at Women' University Mardan

government on Tuesday
started the process of
applying for Saudi visas
for pilgrims ahead of the
Hajj operation.

The date for uploadi

University Mardan has
suspended a security offi-
cer at its Bakhshali
Campus following allega-
tions of harassment by a
female student.

data for applying for
Saudi visas has been set
for March z2.

Hajj pilgrims have
been instructed to upload
a scanned copy of their
passport and other data
on the "Pak Hajj App".

A passport-sized photo
with a white background
will also be uploaded on
the Pak Hajj App.

Hajj pilgrims have
been instructed to upload
data after updating the
Pak Hajj App.

Pilgrims will be able to
upload data in the pass-
port scanning link by

going to the Hajj App.
The Ministry of
Religious  Affairs  of

Pakistan has instructed

to details, the student
accused the officer of
harassment, prompting
the university adminis-
tration to take immediate
action. The officer was
suspended, and an
inquiry committee was
formed to investigate the
matter. The official sus-
pension order, issued to
security officer Shah
Faisal, stated that he was
being placed under sus-
pension with immediate
effect to ensure a fair and
impartial inquiry. The
university confirmed that
he would remain sus-
pended until the investi-
gation is completed and
assured that strict action
would be taken based on

staged a protest, boy-
cotting  classes and
demanding justice and
increased protection.
They called for a transpar-
ent tion and

sons.
Adnan

Ad

t .
PS to the Vice Chancellor
Sajida Karim as focal per-
Deputy Registrar

Additional

‘Professor Dr.

Farah
hmad,
Director
Nadia

Dr.

strict punishment for
those responsible. To
address the situation, the
university has established
a Harassment Committee
under the Higher
Education Commission’s

body,

Sharif, and the head of
the concerned depart-
ment will oversee the
inquiry. The appellate
responsible
reviewing appeals and
making final decisions

ommending
actions

Haleema
Akbar, and Lecturer Ms.
Aqil.The
Harassment Committee is
responsible for investigat-
ing the allegations, pro-

affected student,

mages
and liabilities. However,
the management did not
enforce this requirement,
allowing contractors to
bypass insurance obliga-
tions and save Rs 11.443
million in premium costs.
This failure to secure insur-
ance has left the umvemty

fail
ures or accidents.Another

ripe for
t'avonusm and non-com-
petitive pricing. The report
also ignil

plinary action against offi-
cials responsible for violat-
i rules and

delays in project execution,
which resulted in financial
losses, Contractors failed to
meet the agreed

ing
failing to enforce contract
provisions. It also calls for
immediate financial

pletion deadlines, yet the
university did not impose
penalties amounting to Rs

209,198 mi]Jmn The .:mdn
snmi that i dam-

reforms that sim-
ilar issues do not occur in
the future.The Higher
Education Commission has
been urged to strengthen

i i o

ages should have been
imposed, but the adminis-
tration failed to act, allow-
ing contractors to overrun
timelines without finan-

consequences,
Financial mismanagement
extended beyond procure-
ment and construction

prevent mismanagement
in federally funded univer-
sities.As concerns
financial mismanagement
grow, students and faculty
at NUTECH are left wonder-
ing how these lapses will
impact ongoing and future
projects.

PEAK POINT
ISLAMABAD: The Turkish

for accus

a fair and

thorough

viding support to the | Department of the
and rec- | National University of

necessary | Modern Languages

against th! (N'UML} on Tuesday hosted

event

dents cumjnue to demand celehnnng Turkiye's 11oth

Ganakkale Victory and the

all pilgrims to upload data
on time,

the findings.In response
to the incident, students

guidelines. The commit-

within 30 days, consists

inquiry, emphasizing the

official adoption of the

by the presence of Irfan
Neziroglu, Ambassador of
the Turkish Embassy in
Pakistan, who served as
the Chief Guest, said a
press release. Also in
attendance were DG
NUML, Brig Shahzad
Munir, the Education
Attache and senior embassy
officials, underscoring the

NUML Turkish department commemorates
Turkiye's 110th Canakkale victory

‘Ambassador Irfan Neziroglu
and Rector NUML, Maj Cen
Shahid Mahmood Kayani
HI(M) (retd), engaged in a
bilateral discussion focused
on enhancing academic and
research collaborations.
This high-level dialogue
reaffirmed the commit-
ment in deepening people-
to-people connections and

tee includes Assistant
Registrar Pir Shekeel and

of Deputy Director P&D
Adnan Masood, Assistant

need for a safe and secure
learning environment.

Turkish National Anthem.
The event was graced

strong ties between the two
nations. At the outset,

bolstering educational
exchanges.
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IMF
dilemma

akistan's first biannual review under the EFF
concluded last Friday without a staff-level agree-
ment, despite both the government and the IMF
elegation claiming that significant progress had been
made towards reaching a broader agreement. When
exactly this will happen remains unclear, The IMF has
termed Pakistan's ion of the pr
as ‘strong’ but frequent changes by policymakers could
be a reason there hasn't been a consensus and the SLA
is not yet finalised. At one point, when consensus
seemed achievable, it was claimed that the political
leadership might not accept the harsh conditions.
Major stumbling blocks also include the inability of the
government to achieve a primary surplus of Rs2.4 tril-
lion for the current fiscal year, persistent losses in the
power sector, unresolved issues related to state-owned
enterprises (SOEs), delays in privatisation deadlines,
and challenges in curtailing expenditures. Some of the
things that have been agreed upon, however, are an
increase in the number of point-of-sale (POS)
machines by several thousand within the current fis-
cal year, video surveillance of manufactured goods
and the scrapping of the Tajir Dost Scheme. The latter
has been set aside after the Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) shared data indicating that tax collections from
retailers, wholesalers and Associations of Persons
(AOPs) have far exceeded the Rsso billion target ini-
tially envisaged under the scheme, with data showing
that the FBR had collected over Rs4o00 billion from the
trading activities of retailers, wholesalers and AOPs.
‘That being said, overall, the authorities did in fact fall
short of revenue collection targets for the first eight
months of the ongoing fiscal by a sizable Rs6og4 bil-
lion. That and the difficulty in curtailing expenditures
likely complicated the faster achievement of a deal
with the IMF.

Solar flipflops and the energy crisis

Yousuf Nazar

akistan’s energy landscape
Pis in upheaval. The govern-

ment’s recent slash of the
net?metering buyback rate - from
Rs27 to Rs10 per unit -- has sparked
fierce debate, Awais Leghari, the
energy minister, insists it's a nec-
essary measure to shield grid users
from soaring costs, while critics
argue it undermines the nation’s
clean energy revolution at a time
when power shortages are crip-
pling the country.

Solar capacity exploded from
321MW in 2021 to over 4,124MW by
December 2024, and the number of
net?metering consumers leapt
from 226,340 in October 2024 to
283,000 by vyear's end. The
Economic Coordination
Committee (ECC), chaired by
Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb, claims this rapid
expansion is unfairly burdening
grid consumers. According to gov-
ernment figures, net?metering
users shifted costs of Rs159 billion
by December 2024 -- a figure pro-
jected to balloon to Rsg.240 trillion
by 2034 if no action is taken.

Yet this crisis is not solely

able future, However, as solar
panel prices have plummeted and
installations have surged, the
unintended consequences of the
policy are now impossible to
ignore.

Energy Minister Awais Leghari
and the ECC argue that the explo-
sive growth in solar adopters is
unfairly shifting costs onto grid
users, With net?metering con-
sumers proliferating rapidly, the
fixed costs of power distribution
and transmission are increasingly
borne by those who remain on the
grid. This, they claim, is why
urgent measures -- like the reduc-
tion in the buyback rate -- are
needed to recalibrate the cost dis-
tribution.

Senator Sherry Rehman, who
chairs the Standing Committee on
Climate Change, is blunt in her
criticism: “Solar customers are
now going to pay the costs for a
dirty power system", She contends
that penalising solar adopters not
only shortchanges the environ-
mental benefits of renewable ener-
gy but also perpetuates depen-
dence on ageing, polluting ther-
mal power plants -- plants whose
inefficienci b

about solar policy. A lor
grievance is the legacy of high tar-
iffs negotiated with Independent
Power Producers (IPPs) during
2013-2018. These contracts, struck
under less competitive conditions,
have locked in some of the highest
electricity tariffs in Asia. Critics
argue that these exorbitant rates
not only burden the national econ-
omy but also exacerbate the
cross?subsidisation  that the
revised net?metering framework
now seeks to address. In effect,
Pakistani consumers continue to
foot the bill for a system built on
overpriced generation.

Originally introduced under
the 2006 Renewable Energy Policy
to combat load?shedding and pro-
maote cleaner energy, net metering
enabled consumers to generate
power for selfruse while earning
credits for surplus energy fed back
into the grid. This system was
once hailed as a win-win solution,
reducing reliance on expensive fos-
sil fuels and empowering house-
holds to contribute to a sustain-

are y
those high IPP tariffs, Her stance
resonates with many who view the
revised policy as a punitive mea-
sure against an inherently green
technology that should be encour-
aged rather than penalised.

Some experts warn that the
lower buyback rate may have unin-
tended long-term effects. With
battery storage becoming ever
more affordable, reduced returns
from net metering could prompt
households to abandon grid con-
nectivity altogether. An energy
analyst observes, “People will still
invest in solar, but in a different
way”. Some experts caution that
instead of integrating solar power
more efficiently into the national
grid, the policy might hasten its
abandonment by those who can
afford to go off-grid.

On the face of it, recalibrating
the buyback rate seems like a logi-
cal step towards a fairer energy
pricing structure. However, critics
contend that focusing solely on
this tariff adjustment risks sti-
fling Pakistan's renewable energy

ambitions. By reducing the incen-
tive for new solar investments, the
move could extend payback periods
and ultimately stall the country's
solar revolution -- a dangerous
prospect when clean energy is des-
perately needed.

The revised policy also
sidesteps a glaring systemic issue:
Pakistan's power sector is riddled
with inefficiencies. High trans-
mission and distribution (T&D)
losses, which inflate costs and
contribute significantly to the
nation’s enormous circular debt,
remain  unaddressed. Former
finance minister Miftah Ismail has
been scathing, asking: “Why is the
government selling electricity for
Rs48.8 per unit while buying from
new consumers for only Rsio? If
excess capacity abounds, why isn't
power priced closer to its marginal
cost?” His comments show that
the policy is merely treating the
symptoms of a deeply flawed sys-
tem rather than tackling its root
causes. Another critical factor is
the concentration of net?metering
consumers, Approximately 8o per
cent are clustered in nine major,
predominantly affluent cities.

This geographical imbalance
means that fixed costs for power
distribution and transmission are
disproportionately borne by those
who still rely on the grid, thereby
exacerbating urban-rural
inequities.

Some industry experts warn
that dampening the economics of
net metering might slow the diffu-
sion of renewable energy technolo-
gies. A decline in solar invest-
ments could trigger a ripple effect,
stifling growth in related sectors
such as battery storage and energy
management systems. In a market
fuelled by rapid technological
advances and falling equipment
costs, any factor that curbs
investor enthusiasm risks derail-
ing progress at a time when clean
energy is paramount. Yet thereisa
counterargument.  Proponents
assert that by discouraging the
installation of oversized solar sys-
tems -- designed primarily to
export surplus power — the new
framework will compel consumers
to optimise for self-consumption.

Courtesy The News

A gentleman’s
game, a memory

Jawed Nagvi

LLOW this to be an emotional tribute to the

memory of Syed Abid Ali, cricket hero of one's

childhood when cricket was played as a gentle-
man's game,

Abid Ali, who passed away at 83 in California last
week, played cricket as an all-rounder and had all the
attributes of the fine gentleman that he was, Making
his Test debut against Australia in Brisbane, Abid Ali
revealed his bowling prowess. In his first-ever Test
match, he claimed six wickets for 55 runs, a remark-
able feat that announced his arrival on the interna-
tional stage.

In the same Australia series, enthusiasts recall, he
displayed his bartting skills at Sydney, scoring two grit-
ty half-centuries (78 and 81), proving his worth as a
complete all-rounder. His ability to contribute in both
departments was only matched by his hawk-like close-
in fielding.

Commentator Harsha Bhogle's impromptu TV trib-
ute to the low-profile former Indian star from
Hyderabad brought a lump in the throat. Bhogle did so
by speaking from the heart, without embellishing his
words or watching out for today's polarised Indian
audiences. He recalled how his school friends in
Hyderabad spoke of their hero as ‘chacha’, a term of
respect accorded to older men in the family. Likewise,
they bade him farewell with a ‘khuda hafiz’, cultural-
ly a Muslim expression for adieu but which had been
shared across communities in India.

In Narendra Modi’s era, in particular, it was
refreshing to hear of a Muslim hero remembered with
adulation and respect, though Abid Ali probably never
saw himself as anything other than a proud Indian
team player first and last. Nevertheless, Bhogle's
words were a healing balm, not only for Muslim
admirers of Abid Ali but also for India’s culturally
inclusive men and women who are currently under
assault. There's so much misgiving; one craves for
relief, and it came as Bhogle's tribute to his childhood
cricket icon.

In Narendra Modi's era, it was refreshing to hear of
a Muslim hero remembered with respect.

Bhogle spoke emotionally of the time when, as a
schoolkid, he changed two buses to reach the
Hyderabad stadium in time to catch Abid Ali bowl his
first ball to Sunil Gavaskar in a Ranji Trophy match, (I,
too, changed buses to see Abid Ali bowl to Vijay
Manjrekar at Lucknow’s Sheesh Mahal Summer
Tournament.)

In 1971 when the Indian team toured the West
Indies, there were several players from Hyderabad —
Abid Ali, of course, and D. Govindaraj, M.L. Jaisimha,
K. Jayantilal and wicket-keeper P. Krishnamurthy.
That year remains etched in cricketing memory, how-
ever, for the magic that arrived for Indian cricket in
the form of Sunil Gavaskar,

Courtesy Dawn
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Hanif Abbasi urges

adoption of modern safety
technologies in Railways

ARSHAD MALIK

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Railways Hanif Abbasi on Tuesday
directed railway authorities to
adopt modern safety technologies
and enhance emergency prepared-
ness to ensure passenger safety at

all times.

He chaired a high-level meeting
at the Ministry of Railways,
attended by key stakeholders, to
Teview Pakistan Railways' opera-
tions and discuss future strategies.
During the meeting, the Minister
stressed thar the safety and securi-
ty of passengers must remain the
top priority in railway operations.
He took a detailed briefing on train
passenger services,
technical operations, and safety

schedules,

protocols. Hanif Abbasi

timely services.

sized the need to maintain puncru-
ality in train arrivals and depar-
tures and called for collective
efforts to ensure efficient and

He also directed railway offi-
cials to strengthen security at rail-
way stations and on board trains to
prevent any untoward incidents.
Upgrading infrastructure, includ-
ing tracks, stations, and rolling
stock, was also highlighted as a key
focus area. The Minister said that
introducing modern, comfortable

better communication with travel-
ers, ensuring they were informed
in advance about train timings,
delays, and service interruptions.
He also highlighted Pakistan
Railways"
encouraging officials to explore
new revenue streams through pri-
vate-sector partnerships, improved
freight services, and tourism devel-
opment.
Pakistan Railways could play a vital
role i m economic growth and social

economic potential,

The Minister said that

trains wouls

empha-

ple to use Pakistan Railways as
their preferred mode of travel.
Hanif Abbasi
importance of customer service,
urging staff to be professional,
courteous, and helpful when deal-
ing with passengers. He called for

more peo-

stressed the

network and rich history.
Hanif Abbasi
renewed commitment from all
stakeholders to transform Pakistan
Railways into a modern, efficient,
and reliable transport system that
meets the needs of the people.

due to its extensive

called for a

ISLAMABAD; Pedsnl Minister for Railways, Muhammad Hanif Abbasi holds hlgh level meeting itMinim:vfonun on
enhancing efficiency, passenger safe

ety, and modernizing Pakistan Railways.

PNS ASLAT visits Maldives
during deployment on regional

maritime SECIlIltY patrol

MOHSIN ALL

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan
Navy Ship (PNS) ASLAT
visited Maldives during

Regional Maritime
Security Patrol (RMSP)
deployment,

Upon arrival at Port
Malé, the ship was warm-
ly welcomed by officials
of the Maldives National
Defence Force (MNDE)
and Coast Guard, accord-
ing to a news release.

During the port visit,
the Commanding Officer
of PNS ASLAT called on
Chief of Defence Force
Major General Ibrahim

During its stay in the
Maldives, the Chief of
Defence Force, govern-
ment officials, the High

Commissioner of
Pakistan, diplomats, and

Hilmy and C
Coast Guard Brigadier
General Mohammad
Saleem. During these
interactions, matters of
mutual interest were dis-
cussed.

PNS ASLAT visits
Maldives during deploy-
ment on regional mar-
itime security patrol The
Commanding Officer also
conveyed warm wishes
from Chief of the Naval
Staff Admiral Naveed
Ashraf to the people of

/
tives from Australia,
Bangladesh, China,
Japan, Saudi Arabia,
Malaysia, Russia, Sri
Lanka, United Kingdom,
and the United States,
along with members of
the local community, vis-
ited the ship.

Pakistan Navy ships
are regularly deployed on
RMSP missions to fulfil
international obligations
for maritime security,
ensure freedom of navi-

and protect global com-
mons.

At the conclusion of
the port visit, PNS ASLAT
conducted a Passage
Exercise (PASSEX) with
the Maldives Coast Guard
Ship SHAHEED ALL

The exercise aimed to
strengthen maritime
cooperation and enhance
interoperability between
the two navies. Pakistan
and Maldives share
friendly relations, which
have strengthened over
time. The visit of PNS
ASLAT to Maldives will
further contribute to fos-
tering naval collaboration
between the two brother-

IMF shares

MEEFP

draft with Pakistan to

finalise $7b

ISLAMABAD: The IMF has
provided Pakistani
authorities with the draft
of the Memorandum of
Economic and Financial
Policies (MEFP) to help
build consensus.

This move could pave
the way for reaching a
staff-level  agreement
under the $7 billion
Extended Fund Facility
(EFF).  According to
sources, some relief mea-
sures are being consid-
ered for the construction
and real estate sectors.
However, it is yet to be
decided whether these
relief measures will be
implemented immediate-
ly or included in the
upcoming budget. It is
worth noting that negoti-
ations between Pakistan
and the IMF concluded
without a final agree-
ment, and a staff-level
agreement remains
essential  before the
release of a 41 billion
tranche. Meanwhile, the
IMF has imposed strict
conditions for financial
discipline, Express News

EFF deal

that the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) fell short
of its tax collection target,
prompting expenditure
cuts and additional mea-
sures to achieve a primary
surplus. The IMF has also
proposed reducing elec-
tricity prices and main-
taining the petroleum
levy at Rs 7o per litre.
Furthermore, the IMF
has inquired how the gov-
ernment plans to address
circular debt, as previous
cross-subsidy models
have failed in the past. In
response, the government
has presented a six-year
plan to eliminate circular
debt in the energy sector.
According to sources,
if the IMF approves the
draft, the Pakistani gov-
ernment is expected to
receive financial relief.
Earlier, the IMF mis-
sion returned o
Washington without
reaching a staff-level
agreement with Pakistan
for the release of over $1
billion loan tranche but it
said that “significant
progress” was made dur-
ing the talks towards

Junaid Chaudhry meets Romina i

Khurshid, discuss maritime affairs

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Maritime
Affairs, Muhammad
Junaid Anwar Chaudhry
on Tuesday held a meeting
with Coordinator to Prime
Minister on Climate
Change Romina Khurshid
Alam at Kohsar Block,
Ministry of Maritime
Affairs.

Romina Khurshid
Alam congratulated
Muhammad Junaid
Anwar Chaudhry on
assuming his new portfo-
lio and expressed confi-
dence in his leadership to
advance the maritime sec-
tor with sustainable and

rJJma[e Tesilient policies,
said a press release.
During the meeting,

itime affairs, He high-
lighted ongoing initia-
tives such as the promo-
tion of i blue

She reiterated the gov-

ernment’s resolve to
enhance climate
ili in all sectors.

key areas of collaboration
‘between the Ministry of
Maritime Affairs and the
Climate Change Division,
focusing on environmen-
tal sustainability in
Pakistan's maritime sec-
tor. They emphasized the
importance of green ini-
tiatives, coastal ecosys-
tem preservation, and cli-
‘mate adaptation strate-
gies for ports and fish-
eries.

The minister reaf-
firmed his commitment
for integrating climate-
friendly policies into mar-

economy practices, man-
grove conservation pro-
jects, and efforts to reduce
‘marine pollution.

He also stressed the
need for technological
advancements in port
operations to minimize
carbon emissions.

Romina Khurshid
Alam acknowledged the
ministry’s efforts and
assured full cooperation
in implementing eco-
friendly policies to miti-
gate the impact of climate
change on Pakistan’s
coastal regions.

, including maritime
affairs, to ensure sustain-
able economic growth.

Both officials agreed to
strengthen inter-ministe-
rial coordination for the
development of policies

thar align with Pakistan’s
international climate
commitments

They also discussed
joint initiatives in marine
biodiversity conservation,
plastic waste reduction in
coastal areas, and the pro-
motion of clean energy
solutions in port opera-
tions.

ISLAMABAD: Fedel:l Minister for Maritime

Khurshid Alam

Affairs Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry meets Ms Rpmlna
discuss maritiem and climate initiatives.,

new NPC
leadership

— PEAKFOINT

ISLAMABAD: Chairman
of the Press Council of
Pakistan (PCP), Arshad
Khan Jadoon Tuesday
congratulated the newly
elected office-bearers of
the National Press Club
(NPC).

In his message, he
congratulated Azhar
Jatoi on  becoming
President, Nayyar Ali as
Secretary, and Wagar
Abbasi as  Finance
Secretary of the NPC.

He described the
National Press Club as
an important platform
that has always worked
for press freedom and
the rights of journalists
in Pakistan.

He expressed confi-
dence that the new lead-
ership will take practi-
cal steps for the welfare
of journalists and the

development of the

media sector.
Highlighting the

challenges faced by

modern journalism, he
emphasized the need for
promoting free, respon-
sible, and fact-based
reporting.

He said he was hope-
ful the NPC would con-
tinue its tradition of
supporting guality jour-
nalism.

Arshad Khan Jadoon
also expressed optimism
that the new team will
make the National Press
Club more active and
effective in the future.

Pakistan, Turkmenistan
discuss strengthemng
energy cooperation

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Petroleum
Ali Pervaiz Malik and
Turkmenistan's
Ambassador to Pakistan,
Atadjan Movlamov, on
Tuesday discussed ways
to strengthen bilateral
ties and expand energy
cooperation, During a
meeting, the
Ambassader congratulat-
ed Ali Pervaiz Malik on
his recent appointment
and expressed confi-
dence in his leadership
to steer Pakistan's ener-
gy sector towards sus-
tainable development.
According to a press
release, the ambassador
highlighted the strong
and longstanding rela-

tions between the two
countries, particularly in
the energy sector.

Minister Ali Pervaiz
Malik said Pakistan and
Turkmenistan share a
history of cultural and
economic cooperation
based on mutual respect
and a shared vision for
regional prosperity.

He also outlined

Pakistan's efforts
upgrade  its
infrastructure

attract foreign invest-
ment in the sector. The
minister expressed
Pakistan's keen interest
in exploring new oppor-
tunities for collaboration
with Turkmenistan,
especially in the energy
domain,

NDMA, Jazz sign LoU to
strengthen risk communication,

early warmng systems in Paklstan

PEAK POINT
ISLAMABAD: The
National Disaster

Management Authority
(NDMA) and Pakistan
Mobile Communications
Limited (Jazz) have
entered into a Letter of
Understanding (LoU) to
strengthen disaster risk
communication and
improve the dissemina-
tion of early warnings,
The agreement was for-
malized at the NDMA
Headquarters in
Islamabad. The ceremony
attended by Brig Qasim
Mehmood, Chief of Staff
NDMA  and Aamir
Ibrahim, CEO Jazz. This
partnership  leverages
Jazz's mobile technology
to strengthen national
disaster preparedness.
Key initiatives include

real-time early wam:mg
Al-driven

the importance of this

enhancements to NDMA's
mobile app, and nation-

wide awareness cam-
paigns on climate
and disaster  risks.

Additionally, NDMA and
Jazz will collaborate on
capacity-building  pro-
grams, while Jazz will
provide emergency com-
munication support as
part of its CSR commit-
ments. Aamir Ibrahim,
CEO of Jazz, emphasized

colla ion, stating,
“At Jazz, we recognize the
urgent need for a proac-
tive and technology-driv-
en approach to disaster
management. Our part-
nership with NDMA rep-
resents a crucial step in
strengthening Pakistan's
emergency Tesponse
framework, ensuring that
communities receive
timely and reliable infor-
mation to safeguard lives
and livelihoods.

Kh.Asif slams PTI for
boycotting National
Security Meetlng

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD:  Defence
Minister Khawaja As)l‘
has strongly critici
Pakistan Tehreek-
(PTI) for refusing to
attend the
Parliamentary National
Security Committee
meeting.

In a statement on
social media platform X
(formerly Twitter),
Khawaja Asif accused PTL
of prioritising Imran
Khan over national secu-

rity.

He further con-
demned PTI's stance,
stating that  while

Pakistan face terrorism
threats, PTI continues
playing politics for per-
sonal interests.

He labeled this
behavior as a betrayal
towards the nation.

It is noteworthy that
PTI boycotted the securi-

ty meeting, demanding
that they be allowed to
meet Imran Khan first
before attending.

It is noted to mention
here that after a spate of
terrorist attacks across
Pakistan, the top civil
and military leadership
sat together at the
Parliament House,

Earlier, The opposi-
tion parties, including
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) and its allies, have
refused to attend the

National Security
Committee meeting,

which will be held today
in the National

Assembly.

According to reports
here on Tuesday, PTI
Secretary Salman Akram
Raja, along with
Mehmood Achakzai and
others, addressed a ]Dmt
press conference in
Islamabad and
announced their deci-
sion to boycott the meet-
ing scheduled today.

Salman Akram Raja

said, "We have decided
not to attend the
National Security

Meeting, and no repre-
sentative from our side
will participate.”

He further stated that
PTI's political committee
had already made this
decision yesterday. He

added that Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister Ali  Amin

Gandapur will attend the
meeting in his official
capacity.
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