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PM desires implementation of faceless
customs assessment system in other cities

ARIF MEHMOOD KHAN

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz ~ Sharif on

Monday said that after
functioning in Karachi,

for Law and Justice Azam
Nazeer Tarar, Minister of
State for Finance and
Revenue Ali Pervez Malik,
and other senior officials,
PM Office Media Wing
said in a press release.

the faceless customs . .
assessment syscem ___PM desires implemen-
ghﬂuld be broadened and tAtion of faceless mstmt‘ls

in other system in

cities as soon as possible
so that all imports across
the country could benefit
from this system.

The prime minister
chaired a review meeting
on the matters related to
the Federal Board of
Revenue (EBR).

The meeting was
attended by Minister for
Economic Affairs Ahad
Khan Cheema, Minister

other cities PM desires
implementation of face-
less customs assessment
system in other cities
The prime minister
observed that significant
progress  had  been
achieved in the digitiza-
tion and reforms within
the FBR in previous
months, adding for the
first time in history, a
system with faceless digi-

tization system had been
introduced in the cus-
toms process, marking a

significant milestone in
the digitization of the
FBR.

The prime minister
directed the Ministry of
Information Technology

and Telecommunication
and FBR to work together
to further improve the
faceless customs assess-
ment system. He desired
that the system should
be shifted to artificial
intelligence by minimiz-
ing the human interven-
tion, He also directed for
the development of a
comprehensive strategy
for the implementation
of the track and trace sys-
tem in various industrial
sectors. The meeting was
briefed over the recent
FBR reforms. The face-
less customs system at all
Karachi port terminals
would be made fully
operational by the end of
February z025.

CJP advises press to criticize
judges but constructively

SAMRA ATHAR

ISLAMABAD: The Chief
Justice of Pakistan Justice
Yahya Afridi has said that
disposal of over Booo
cases in a short period of
time at the Supreme
Court of Pakistan is an

achievement.
He said still he felt
embarrassed to Thear

inmates in various jails
are complaining about
the prolonged litigation
without conclusion but
assured that the ongoing
‘process of reforms in judi-
cial system will reduce
cases backlog significant-
ly. The Chief Justice stat-
ed this while talking to

members of the Press
Association  of  the
Supreme Court of
Pakistan who called on
him Monday at the SCP
premises.

The Chief ]usn:e
briefed the press associa-
tion on his reforms’ agen-
da and said that through
active use of IT, every liti-
gant will be kept updated
about all orders and devel-
opments in his case
through email and what-
sapp. Moving in the right
direction and through
better case management,
we are going to reduce the
backlog significantly and
shortly, the CJP said.The
Chief Justice advised the

press that they are free to
criticize judges and judge-
ments but criticism
should be constructive
and for a better cause. All

judges are independent
and none of them should
be clubbed.

The CJP added that
district judiciary works

under the high courts and
the Supreme Court
doesn't interfere in their
affairs. ‘1 have great
respect for the high court
and the district judicia-
ry’, he said.

Regarding the ongo-
ing process of judicial
reforms, the CJP said that
soon there will be a proper
mechanism for fixing of
urgent petitions. Special
benches are to be consti-
tuted for tax and criminal
cases while free legal add
for deserving litigant will
be provided on district
level,

About the Supreme
Judicial Commission, the
CJP said that proceedings

against few judges are
underway in the SJC.

He admired Justice
Mansaor Ali Shah for his
contribution to
Alternative Dispute
Resolution (ADR) system
and said that soon ADR
will be introduced in
Islamabad while in the
rest of the country with
the passage of time.

Commenting on the
internal affairs of the
SCP, the CJP said all
judges are working in cor-
dial environment.
Nobody desires to impose
his thinking on others
and we are moving for-
ward with collective wis-
dom.

Paklstan Saudi Arabia
sign annual Ha]] agreement

KOMAL BUTT

ISLAMABAD:
Minister for Religious
Affairs and Interfaith
Harmony Chaudhry Salik
Hussain and  Saudi
Minister of Haj and
Umrah Dr Tawfig Bin
Fawzan Al-Rabiah on
Monday signed the annu-
al Haj tween

Federal

Arabia.

Under the current Haj
quota, some 89,602 peo-
ple will be performing the
pilgrimage under the gov-
ernment scheme, while
the rest will perform it
through private tour
operators, according to
the religious affairs min-
istry.

Accordi to a state-

the two countries, which
wouls see 179,210
Pakistani pilgrims per-
form Haj this year.

Haj, one of the funda-
‘mental pillars of Islam, is
performed each year by
millions of Muslims
‘worldwide. Pakistan
receives one of the high-
est Haj quotas from Saudi

ment issued by the
Ministry of Religious
Affairs today, the agree-
ment included a “com-
mitment to provide the
‘best possible facilities for
the pilgrims, who will be
offered special accommo-
dation in Mina at reduced
rates”.

The Saudi minister

assured his  Pakista
counterpart of all possible
support for better facili-
ties for the pilgrims, the
statement said.

“To make the Haj jour-
ney more accessible, easi-

A
er, and comfortable, a
short Haj programme of
20 to 25 days has been
introduced,” the state-
ment said, adding that
pilgrims would have the
option to choose their

accommodation
Madina for four to Elgh[
days.

“Each pilgrim will
receive a specially
designed bag containing
the Pakistani flag, a
code for identification,
and relevant informa-
tion,” it said.

“A special mobile app
will provide all informa-
tion to the pilgrims on
their mobile phones,
enabling them to stay
updated about their Haj
group's information,
training schedule, flight
details, accommodations
in Saudi Arabia, and live
maps and locations of
sites during Haj."”

The statement said

religious affairs minister
Hussain would also par-
ticipate in a four-day
international Haj confer-
ence and expo organised
by the Saudi Ministry of
Haj in Jeddah where addi-
tional agreements would
be made with institutions
and companies responsi-
ble for providing facilities
to pilgrims. The country's
2025 Haj Policy states that
women will be prohibited
from performing Haj
without the consent of
their husbands or par-
ents. Moreover, children
below 12 would not be
allowed to go for Haj and
immunisation of vaccines
approved by Saudi Arabia
was mandatory.

Naqvi hails security
forces operatlons
in North Waziristan

HUMA REHAN

ISLAMABAD: Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi
has lauded the efforts of
security forces for their
successful  operation
against Khwarij terrorists
in North Waziristan.

The operation resulted
in the elimination of nine
terrorists, marking
another significant
achievement in the fight
against terrorism.

In a statement,
Mohsin Nagvi commend-
ed the security forces for
their bravery and com-
mitment.

“We commend the
security forces for send-

ing nine Khwarij terror-
ists to hell,” he said.

“Once again, our
courageous forces have
thwarted the nefarious
designs of these terror-
ists.” He emphasised the
unwavering support of
the nation for the armed
forces. “The entire nation
stands shoulder to shoul-
der with the security
forces in the war against
terrorism,” Naqvi
remarked, adding that
the sacrifices and valor of
the forces are a source of
national pride.
Highlighting the impor-
tance of their continued
success, the minister
stated.

Pakistan set to
launch another space
mission on Friday

JAVED KHAN

in scientif-

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is
set to launch its first
indi ly-built satel-

ic research and national
development. Developed
by the Space and Upper

lite into space on January
17 (Friday), marking a his-
toric achievement for the
country, according to
reports here on Monday.
The development under-
scores Pakistan's growing
expertise in Advanced
Earth Space and Planetary
Sciences (AESPS) and rep-
resents a leap forward in
the nation’s self-reliance
in space technology. The
launch of Electro-Optical
One is expected to pave
the way for further

Atmosphere
Commission (SUPARCO),
the satellite, Electro-
Optical One (EO1), marks
a significant milestone
in the country’'s space
technology capabilities.
The launch will not only
highlight Pakistan’s
advancements in space
science but also enhance
the nation’s self-suffi-
ciency in space technolo-
gy. Electro-Optical One is
expected to play a pivotal
role in a variety of sec-
tors.

PTI formally contacts
NA Speaker for third

round of tal

MOHSIN ALI

ISLAMABAD: The
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) has formally
reached out to National
Assembly Speaker Sardar
Ayaz Sadig, requesting
him to convene the third
round of negotiations
between the government
and PTI committees.

PTI has asked for the
meeting to be scheduled
soon, with a proposal
suggesting January 15 as
the date for the talks to
take place in the
National Assembly.

Responding to the
request, Speaker Ayaz
Sadiq assured the opposi-
tion party that the third

ks with govt

session of talks would be
convened within the
week,

Meanwhile, speaking
to the media outside
Adiala Jail in
Rawalpindi, PTI leader
Barrister Salman Akram
Raja stated that the dia-
logue between the gov-
ernment and PTI had not
stalled.

“I have heard that the
third round will be held
on January 15,” he said.

Raj dismissed
rumours that PTI was
pursuing negotiations
for a deal, emphasising,
“The purpose of the dia-
logue is to ensure democ-
racy and justice in the
country.”

Verdict in £190 million Al- -Qadir
Trust case deferred

AYESHA REHAN

ISLAMABAD: The verdict
in £190 million Al-Qadir
Trust case against former
prime minister Imran
Khan and his wife Bushra
Bibi was once again
deferred and will now be
pronounced on January 17
(Friday). This was the
third time that the
announcement of the
reserved decision has
‘been postponed.

on Sunday, the
accountability court staff
had informed PTI founder
Imran Khan's counsel and
NAB prosecution team
that the accountability
court judge will announce
the reserved verdict at
Adiala Jail.

Judge Nasir Javed
Rana was present in
courtroom since 9;00 am
on Monday but neither of
Imran Khan, Bushra Bibi
or their lawyers showed
up in the courtroom.

The judge waited for
them until 10:30 am and
later it was announced
that the announcement
of the verdict has been
delayed once again which
will now be pronounced
on January 17. The judge
then left the Adiala Jail
after announcing the
fresh deferment.

On the occasion, AC
Judge Nasir Javed Rana
expressed frustration at
the continued absence of
the accused, his wife
Bushra Bibi, and their
legal team.

The judge remarked,
“1 arrived at the [Adiala)
jail precisely at 8:30 am,
and it is now 10:30 am,
yet neither the defen-
dants nor their lawyers
are present.”

He further stated that
messages had been sent
twice to Imran Khan, but
he failed to appear in
court. Similarly, Bushra
Bibi, a co-accused, also

N

did not attend.

Reflecting on the
delays, the judge said, “I
was  unavailable on
January 6 due to training,
so the decision was not
announced then. Today,
the verdict was ready and
duly signed, but the
absence of the accused
forced us to postpone the
announcement.”

The court has now
rescheduled the hearing
for January 17, with hopes
that the accused and their
legal teams will be pre-

—
ey

sent in court.
Lamenting postpone-
ment in the pronounce-
ment of the verdict in the
190 million pounds case,
PTI Chairman Barrister
Gohar Ali Khan on
Monday said that the pur-
pose of a delay was to
pressurize the former
prime minister and the
PTI founder Imran Khan.
Speaking to the media
outside Adiala Jail in
Rawalpindi, Gohar said
that the party leadership
was eager to listen to the

verdict today. “We kept
waiting inside the jail for
that for hours.” He said
there was no truth in
reports that a delay in the
decision in the case was
part of any ‘deal’.

Gohar further said
that the case against the
former prime minister
was ‘fake’. “Imran did not
receive any monetary
benefits.

He is not the owner of
Al-Qadir University, but
only its trustee,” he said,
and added, “PTI has been
the victim of a political
witch-hunt. Now there is
a hope that we will get
justice in the case from
the superior courts. Just
like these courts did jus-
tice in the past, we expect
that this time too, justice
will be done.”

Speaking on the occa-
sion, PTI leader Barrister
Salman Akram Raja said
that talks between the
party and the government

once again

had not stalled. “I have
heard that the third

round will be held on
January 15.”
He dispelled the

impression that the party
was holding negotiations
in order to seek a ‘deal’.
“The purpose of the dia-
logue is to ensure that
there is democracy and
justice in the country,”
he added.

Members of Imran
Khan's legal team Faisal
Fareed Chaudhry and
Khalid Yousaf Chaudhry
said it seemed the judge
was in a hurry. “We were
told by the court staff that
the decision will be
announced at 11:00 am
but the judge left early,”
they added.

Imran Khan's sister
Aleema Khan told news-
men that they arrived in
court on time but the
judge said the verdict was
deferred due to absence of
accused and left. “PTI

founder will not be
pleased on anther post-
ponement in the court
decisions,” she added.

Earlier the court had
deferred the announce-
ment of the verdict in
£190 million case twice.

On December 23, 2024,
the original date the ver-
dict was supposed to be
‘made public, the account-
ability court postponed its
decision in the case until
January 6, 2025, due to
winter vacations in
courts.

Then, on January 6,
the verdict could not be
pronounced as Judge
Nasir Javed Rana was on
leave.

Imran Khan and his
wife were indicted in the
case on February 27, 2024,
shortly after the general
elections.

In its reference
against Imran Khan, the
NAB had alleged that the
then cabinet approved a

confidential deed in 2019
to give £190 million,
seized by the UK's
National Crime Agency
(NCA) and returned to
Pakistan,

The Bureau alleged
that Imran Khan and
Bushra, in return, got bil-
lions of rupees and land
measuring hundreds of
kanals from ia Town
for “legalising” the
money. As per the refer-
ence, Malik Riaz's son
transferred 240 kanals of
land to Farhat Shahzadi,
while Zulfi Bukhari
received land under a
trust, which the NAB
argued did not exist at the
time of the transfer.

The prosecution fur-
ther alleged that a trust
was created only after the
adjustment of the 1go
million pounds, raising
doubts about its legitima-
cy and purpose.
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announce full list of squads
CHAMPIONS TROPHY 2025

ARIF MEHMOOD KHAN

ISLAMABAD: The ICC
Champions Trophy 2025 is
set to return after an
eight-year hiatus, with
Pakistan hosting the pres-
tigious tournament
beginning on February 19.
As both the host nation
and the defending cham-
pions, Pakistan will look
to defend their title
against seven of the
world's top cricket teams,
The tournament will
feature eight teams,
divided into two groups.
Each team will play three
matches in the group
stage, with the top two
from each group advanc-
ing to the semi-finals.
Group A includes
Pakistan, India,
Bangladesh, and New
Zealand, while Group B
consists of Australia,
England, South Africa,
and Afghanistan. The

opening match of the
tournament  will see
Pakistan
Zealand on February 19 in
Karachi.

Group A will consist of
Bangladesh, i
Pakistan, and
Zealand while Group B
will feature Afghanistan,
England, Australia, and
South Africa,

Team squads

Bangladesh: Nazmul
Hossain  Shanto  (c),
Soumya Sarkar, Tanzid
Hasan, Tawhid Hridoy,
Mushfigur Rahim, MD
Mahmud Ullah, Jaker Ali
Anik, Mehidy Hasan
Miraz, Rishad Hossain,
Taskin Ahmed,
Mustafizur Rahman,
Parvez Hossai Emon,
Nasum Ahmed, Tanzim
Hasan Sakib, Nahid Rana

Pakistan: Mohammad
Rizwan (c), Babar Azam,
Tayyab Tahir, Irfan Khan
Niazi, Sufyan Mugeem,

Mohammad

BABAR
AZAM

Usman
Abdullah Shafiq, Naseem Shaheen Shah Afridi,

Hasnain, Shah,

Haris Rauf, Abrar Ahmed, Ali Agha, Imam-ul-Haq,

PAK 15 MEMBERS NEW SQUAD

PAKISTAN SQUAD

&

Icc
CHAMPION
TROPHY

PAKISTAN 2025

Fakhar

Kamran Chulam, Salman

Zaman,

Hasibullah, and Abbas
Afridi.

New Zealand: Mitchell
Santner (c), Michael
Bracewell, Mark
Chapman, Devon

Conway, Lockie Ferguson,
Matt  Henry, Tom
Latham, Daryl Mitchell,
will ©O'Rourke, Glenn
Phillips, Rachin
Ravindra, Ben Sears,
Nathan Smith, Kane
Williamson, Will Young.

Afghanistan:
Hashmatullah Shahidi
(c), Ibrahim Zadran,
Rahmanullah  Gurbaz,
Sediqullah Atal, Rahmat

Shah, Ikram Alikhil,
Gulbadin Naib,
Azmatullah  Omarzai,

Mohammad Nabi, Rashid
Khan, AM Ghazanfar,
Noor Ahmad, Fazalhag
Faroogi, Farid Malik,
Naveed Zadran.

England: Jos Buttler
(c), Jofra Archer, Gus
Atkinson, Jacob Bethell,

Harry Brook,

Brydon
Carse, Ben Duckett, Jamie
Overton, Jamie Smith,
Liam Livingstone, Adil
Rashid, Joe Root, Sagib

Mahmeod, Phil Salt,
Mark Wood
Australia; Pat

Cummins (c), Alex Carey,
Nathan Ellis, Aaron
Hardie, Josh Hazlewood,
Travis Head, Josh Inglis,
Marnus  Labuschagne,
Mitchell Marsh, Clenn
Maxwell, Matt Short,
Steve Smith, Mitchell
Starc, Marcus Stoinis,
Adam Zampa

South Africa: Temba
Bavuma (c), Tony de
Zorzi, Marco Jansen,
Heinrich Klaasen, Keshav
Maharaj, Aiden
Markram, David Miller,
Wiaan Mulder, Lungi
Ngidi, Anrich Nortje,
Kagiso Rabada, Ryan
Rickelton, Tabraiz
Shamsi, Tristan Stubbs,
Rassie van der Dussen.

Warner picked by Kings as PSL
Player Draft 2025 under way in Lahore

SEHRISH NAZ

LAHORE: The Pakistan Super
League Player Draft 2025 was held
at Huzoori Bagh in Lahore Fort
on Monday.

Originally  planned for
Gwadar, the event was relocated
to Lahore due to logistical chal-
lenges.

The six franchises assembled
their star-studded squads during
the draft ceremony at one of
Lahore's most famous heritage
sites.

Platinum Category

In the Platinum category,
Karachi Kings have picked David
‘Warner, while Lahore Qalandars
have selected Darrell Mitchell.

Peshawar Zalmi secured Tom
Kohler-Cadmore through the
Right to Match in the Platinum
category, while New Zealand's
Mark Chapman was acquired by
‘Quetta Gladiators.

Michael Bracewell has joined
Multan Sultans, New Zealand's
Adam Milne has been selected by
Karachi Kings, and Einn Allen

has joined Quetta Gladiators in
the Platinum Category

Matthew Short has been
picked by Islamabad United,
while Faheem Ashraf by Quetta
Cladiators, and Abbas Afridi is
now part of Karachi Kings.

Diamond Category

In Diamond category, Karachi

Kings has picked Khushdil Shah
while Zalmi has selected Corbin
Bosch and Mohammad Ali for
upcoming PSL 2025.

similarly, Islamabad United
has chosen Jason Holder while
Qalandars has picked Kausal
Perera. Earlier, PSL revealed the
complete list of overseas players

registered in the Platinum cate-
gory for the draft. The pool
includes 44 exciting players
from eight countries.

Kane Williamson, the sec-
ond leading run scorer for New
Zealand in T2ols, has also regis-
tered in the Platinum category
along with his long-time team
mate and leading wicket-taker
ever in T2ols, Tim Southee.

Apart from Williamson and
Southee, Adam Milne, Daryl
Mitchell, Finn Allen, Jimmy
Neesham, Mark Chapman and
Michael Bracewell are other
Kiwi players, who will interest
the six HBL PSL franchises on
Monday.

The most number of over-
seas Platinum category players -
13, are from Australia, includ-
ing the ICC T20 World Cup zo021
winners Ashton Agar, David
Warner and Daniel Sams.
Usman Khawaja, who repre-
sented [slamabad United in HBL
PSL 2021, is also part of this cat-
egory.

Netflix’ s

‘The Greatest Rivalry: India
vs Pakistan’ set to release on Feb 7

A NETFLIX DOCUMENTARY SERIES

JAVED KHAN
ISLAMABAD:  Popular
streaming ‘website ‘.
Netflix has d -:

the release date of its
cricket documentary ‘The
Greatest Rivalry: India vs
Pakistan’.

It has added to the
excitement among fans,
who are eager to watch
the upcoming documen-
tai

The sports documen-
tary is set to release on
Feb 7 on the streaming
platform,

As for the poster, the
documentary  features
Indian  stars Sachin
Tendulkar and Virender
Sehwag with their backs
to the camera, heading
towards the pitch where-
as the Pakistan team
players put their heads
together to discuss strate-

Pakistan Shaheens & West I

THE GREATEST RIVALRY —==—=—== __

=INDIA Vs PAKISTAN=

A glimpse of Pakistani
players, identified only
by their jersey numbers -
96, 13, and others in the
505 - has set cricket fans
abuzz.

Last February, Netflix
dropped a tantalizing
teaser for its upcoming
documentary, showcas-
ing glimpses of the fierce
cricketing rivalry without
revealing much else,

At present, the Netflix
website offers a brief
promo featuring inter-
views with cricket leg-

ends Wagar Younis,
Virender Sehwag, and
Sourav Ganguly, dis-

cussing the nuances of
spin bowling.
Meanwhile, the com-
ment section has become
a battleground for fans,

PEAK POINT

KUALA LUMPUR,
[MALAYSIA: The Pakistan
U-19 Women's cricket
team secured a convinc-
ing 11-run victory against
Nigeria in their opening
'warm-up match for the
ICC U-19 Women's T20
[World Cup in Malaysia on
Monday.

Batting first, Pakistan
posted a modest total of
105 runs for the loss of 6
wickets in their allotted
20 overs. Fatima Khan
lemerged as the top scor-
er, contributing a solid 28
runs from 39 balls. Ravel
[Farhan provided crucial
support with 23 runs off

37 balls,
Other notable con-
tributors included

Zofshan Ayaz (13 runs),

e =R
Manahel (10 runs) and
Areesha Ansari (7 runs).
Komal Khan scored 4,
while Tayyaba Imdad and
Maham Anis remained
unbeaten with 2 and 3
runs respectively.

In response, Nigeria's
team was restricted to 94
runs for 6 wickets. Qara

Pakistan women’s
U-19 team wins warm
match against Nigeria

Al-Ain was particularly
impressive, taking 2|
wickets while conceding|
just g runs in her g-over|
spell. The win provides a
promising start  for|
Pakistan’s young crick-|
eters as they prepare for|
the upcoming World Cup|
tournament.

PEAK POINT

ILAHORE: A six-member
International Cricket
[Council (ICC) delegation
Sunday visited Gaddafi
Stadium Lahore to assess
venue’s readiness for the
ICC Men's Champions
[Trophy 2025, to be hosted
by Pakistan from February
19 to March 9.

The delegation com-

prised of ICC officials,

ers, and logistics
[personnel and it reviewed
facilities including the
imedia boxes, dressing
rooms, and enclosures at
the venue.

The visit will provide
the delegation with the
first hand information on
the state of affairs at the
ivenues in Pakistan. It
reviewed PCB’s readiness
for the ICC event.

PCB's Director
International Cricket
[Usman Wahla briefed the
delegation on the ongoing

[ICC delegation visits Caddafi Stadium to
assess readiness for Champions Troph

upgradation work at the
stadium.

The Chairman PCB
Mohsin Nagvi recently
claimed that the things
were in place for the the
inauguration of the
upgradation work on
January 25.

The PCB has further
relocated the tri-nation
ODI series featuring South
Africa and New Zealand to
the Gaddafi stadium
Lahore and NBP stadium
Karachi to further satisfy
the ICC on the prepared-

ness for the mega event.

The tri-series matches|
‘will also help PCB put the|
upgradation work to the|
litmus test and see
whether there are some
shortcomings so that]
these may be rectified|
prior to the start of the ICC|
Champions Trophy on|
Februay 19.

The ICC delegation has
already visited NBP stadi-

um,  Karachi  and
Rawalpindi  stadium,
Rawalpindi.

who passionately sup-
ported their teams.

ndies

warm-up match ends in draw

KOMAL BUTT
ISLAMABAD: The three-day
warm-up match between

Pakistan Shaheens and the West
Indies concluded in a draw on
Sunday at the Islamabad Club
Ground, chasing a target of 312
runs, Pakistan Shaheens finished
at 128 for 2 in 30 overs.

Opening batsman
Mohammad Huraira, who is also
part of the Test squad impressed
with a quick-fire 80 runs off just
80 balls including 12 fours and 2
sixes. This followed his earlier
innings of 74 runs, contributing
to an B2-run partnership with
Omair Bin Yousuf who scored 25
runs. In their first innings,
Pakistan Shaheens declared at 212

for g, trailing by 134 runs, West
Indies then batted for jo overs in
their second innings, scoring 177
for 5 before declaring, setting the
Shaheens a challenging target,

‘West Indies had a shaky start,
falling to 25 for 3 and later 73 for
5, but Alick Athanaze (58 not out)
and Tevin Imlach (s7 not out) res-
cued the innings with an unbeat-
en 104-run partnership for the
sixth wicket.

For Pakistan Shaheens, Musa
Khan took 2 wickets for just s
runs while Ali Raza also picked
up 2 wickets for 32 runs. The
‘West Indies Test squad will now
travel to Multan where their first
Test match begins on Friday, 17
January,

MUHAMMAD HARIS

ISLAMABAD: At just 15
years old Mikaeel Ali
[Baig has taken the ten-
nis world by storm with
his impressive perfor-
mance at the ITF J3o
tournament in Cairo.
Reaching the finals in
the doubles champi-
onship alongside part-
ner  Alex  Brown,
[Mikaeel demonstrated
lexceptional skill, deter-
mination, and sports-
manship. Throughout
the tournament,
Mikaeel and his partner
defeated strong teams,
including the #2 seed
team from Egypt and
the #3 seed Russian/

Pakistani Teen Tennis Sensation Mikaeel
Ali Baig Makes Waves Internationally

Eyptian duo,

before
narrowly losing to the
top seeded team in the

tional tennis stage,
earning recognition and
respect within the ten-|
nis community. His|
recent Sportsmanship
Award from the US|
Tennis Association is a
testament to his charac-
ter and competitive|
spirit.As a role model
and ambassador for]
Pakistan, Mikaeel's|
accomplishments bring|
pride to his country and
inspire young athletes.
His gratitude towards|

[,;Elg_ Mikaeel's ACE Tennis and|
ac s extend pooia PTF Aisam Ul
beyond this ToUrNa- yaq Qureshi highlights
ment. Over the past the importance of a

three years, he has con-
sistently promoted
Pakistan on the interna-

strong support system|
in nurturing young tal-
ent,
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ECO Calhgraphy and Arts Exhlbltlon Concluded

Celebrating Regional Unity Through Culture

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: The exhil
tion "Timeless Serenity
of Calligraphy and Arts,"”
which showcased the
artistic and cultural trea-
sures of the Economic
Cooperation
Organisation (ECO)
member states, conclud-
ed with a ceremony held
at the Pakistan National
Council of the Arts
(PNCA) on January 13,
2025. Organized by the
ECO Cultural Institute,
the Ministry of National
Heritage and Culture
Division, The Diplomatic
Insight, and PNCA, the
exhibition celebrated the
region's rich cultural
diversity, artistic her-
itage, and the unifying

power of art and calligra-
phy. The concluding cer-
emony was graced by
Hassan Nasir Jamy,
Federal Secretary,
Ministry of National
Heritage and Culture, as
the Chief Guest, and
Atadjan Movlamov,
Ambassador of
Turkmenistan and Dean
of the Diplomatic Corps,
as the Guest of Honor. In
his address, Hassan
Nasir Jamy emphasized
the transformative role
of cultural diplomacy in
strengthening regional
harmony and mutual
understanding. He
praised the exhibition as
a reflection of the shared
values and artistic bril-
liance of the ECO mem-
ber states. “Art and cul-

ture provide a universal
language that transcends
boundaries, fostering
connections that are
essential for sustainable
regional cooperation,” he
said.Atadjan Movlamov,
while addressing the
audience, acknowledged
the collaborative efforts

of the organizers and
commended the exhibi-
tion for celebrating the
diverse yet interconnect-
ed cultural identities of
the ECO region. He noted
that such initiatives con-
tribute significantly to
deepening mutual
respect and understand-

ing among member
states.Dr. Farhat Asif, in
her remarks, reflected on
the exhibition’s journey
and its role in promoting
dialogue and cultural
understanding. She
highlighted the partici-
pation of visitors who not
only admired the artistry
but also learnt about the
unique traditions and
heritage of the ECO

from January 7 to 14, fea-
tured calligraphic mas-
terpieces by Azeem Igbal
and paintings from ECO
member states, includ-
ing Azerbaijan,
Turkmenistan,
Kazakhstan, Iran,
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, and
Afghanistan.  Visitors
had the opportunity to
not only admire the art

member countries. Dr. hut also deepen their
Asif phasised the led f the cultural
importance of The nctmessot'ECO member
Diplomatic Insight and states through the
the Institute of Peace and  exhibits and interactive
Diplomatic Studies in engagements. On the
organising initiatives last day of  the
that build bridges Exhibition, Azeem Igbal
between nations and is hosting a calligraphy

advance the goals of cul-
tural diplomacy.The
exhibition, which ran

workshop on Tuesday,
January 14, 2025, from 11
AM to 1 PM, at Gallery

‘#10, PNCA, National Art
Gallery, Islamabad. This
will offer the attendees
to have a hands-on learn-
ing and a deeper appreci-
ation of the art form,
enhancing their cultural
experience. The event
drew wide participation
from diplomats, cultural
practitioners, and art

enthusiasts who praised
the exhibition as a plat-
form for fostering unity
and celebrating the ECO
region’s artistic legacy.
The sale of calligraphic
pieces supported the
artist and underscored
the importance of pre-
serving traditional art
forms.

Police Efforts Boost
Service Delivery and Public
Safety in Rawalpindi

PEAK POINT

RAWALPINDI: City Police
Officer (CPO) Rawalpindi,
Syed Khalid Hamdani, vis-
ited the Traffic
Headquarters to evaluate
public services and inspect
newly introduced driving
simulators at the driving
school. Expressing inter-
est in  technological
advancements, the CPO
directed the extension of
simulators to other licens-
ing centers. During his
visit, he reviewed facilities
in the one-window licens-

the road test track's quali-
ty. The CPO appreciated
the efforts of the Chief
Traffic Officer in facilitat-
ing citizens and empha-
sized further enhance-
ment of services.In anoth-
er development, the Civil
Lines Police arrested a
stepmother accused of
killing her four-year-old
stepson by beating and
strangling him. The tragic
incident was rted by
the child's biological
mother, leading to the
suspect's arrest. Officials
assured a

Islamabad Police Vows
Steadfast Efforts Against
Crime, Says DIC ALl Raza

PEAK PO

ISLAMABAD: Deputy
Inspector General (DIG) of
Islamabad Police, Syed Ali
Raza, conducted a briefing
with zonal SPs, SHOs, cler-
ical staff, and Dolphin
Squad officials to reaffirm

make their presence more
effective and advised offi-
cers to demonstrate
courage and determina-
tion in combating crimi-
nal activities.The DIG
stressed professionalism
during interactions with
citizens, highlighting the

the department's resolve need for courtesy and ethi-
in eliminating crime cal behavior. Honest and
across the district.DIG r_hhgent performance will
Raza er that offi- while inade-
cers will be held account- quare efforts will face
able for incidents occur-  strict departmental

ring in their respective
areas, urging intensified
patrolling in commercial

actions.Reiterating  his
commitment to the safety
of Islamabad’s residents,

Senate Committee Urges Focus
on Education, Energy, and
Tourism Development nCB

NADEEM TANOLI

ISLAMABAD: The Senate
Standing Committee on
Kashmir Affairs and
Gilgit-Baltistan highlight-
ed the region's education-
al, energy, and tourism
challenges during a meet-
ing chaired by Senator
Prof. Sajid Mir. Despite a
commendable overall liter-
acy rate in Gilgit-Baltistan
(GB), the Chief Secretary of
GB reported significant
issues in the Diamer
Division, particularly in
Astor and Chilas districts,

rights.The  committee
reviewed CB's financial
and development situa-
tion, noting PKR 20 billion
allocated under the
Annual Development
Program (ADP) for FY
2024-25, with PKR 7.15 bil-
lion released to date.
However, a PKR 138 billion
throw-forward reveals the
need for sustained invest-
ment to meet GB's long-
term goals. In the Public
Sector Development
Program (PSDP), PKR 13.5
billion has been ear-
marked, including PKR 4

Chairperson BISP Hosts
Live E-Kachehri to Address
Beneficiaries' Concerns

PEAK POINT
ISLAMABAD:  Senator
Rubina Khalid,
Chairperson  of  the

Benazir Income Support
Program (BISP), hosted a
live e-Kachehri session via
the program's official
Facebook page, engaging
directly with beneficiaries
to resolve grievances.
Over one hour, 32 callers
from across the country
shared their issues and
received immediate direc-
tives for resolu-
tion.During the session,

that her family's financial
situation had improved,
requesting removal from
the beneficlary list to
allow another deserving
family to benefit. Senator
Khalid  praised  her
integrity, encouraging
others in similar posi-
tions to step forward vol-
untarily. The Chairperson
emphasized measures to
streamline processes and
advised beneficiaries to
avoid repeated survey
requests before two years.
She highlighted the
school enrollment stipend

ing hall, issued instruc- 2 d a transparent | zones and hot spots DIC Raza assured that | where cultural barriers billion for ~ Prime | 17-year-old Ayesha from program’s role in reinte-
tions for resolving citizen investigation, emphasiz- | through the Smart Car their collective dedication | impede gir]s’ Erlucar_iDn Minister's initia- | Dera Ismail Khan stood grating out-of-school chil-
issues promptly, and sug- ing that justice will be | Patrolinitiative. Hedirect- to combating crime would | and wom face tives.Energy remains a | out for her honesty. She dren, ensuring trans-
gested improvements to  served. ed all patrolling units to  not go unrewarded, widespread demal of basic  pressing concern in GB. informed the Chairperson  parency and efficiency.
Strict M Needed for Riot dP dist
Abdul Basit Alvi the 2009 Green Movement  activists. Legal actions spreading incorrect motivation behind the misuse of an electronic prison sentences for

Ountries often
implement strict
measures to

ress rioting and propa-
ganda. For instance,
Russia has taken a firm
stance against both
through legal and state
control measures. The
Russian government has
used substantial force to
suppress violent protests
and public demonstra-
tions, such as during the
20112012 anti-govern-
ment protests, where
authorities dispersed
crowds with police force
and arrested many partic-
ipants, The legal system
has imposed fines and
prison sentences on those
deemed responsible for
unrest. Russia’s 2019
“fake news" law targets
individuals  spreading
what the government
considers false informa-
tion, and the state con-
trols major media outlets,
Turkey has also faced
challenges related to riots
and propaganda and has
responded with a range of
strict  measures. In
response to the 2013 Cezi
Park protests, the Turkish
government implement-
ed extensive police mea-
sures to manage the

‘Abdul Basit Alvi

and the 2019 fuel protests,
the Iranian government
has employed severe mea-
sures, including deploy-
ing security forces to sup-

unrest. This included the
use of tear gas, rubber
bullets, and arrests to
quickly suppress the
protests and maintain
public order. Following
the protests, legal actions

were taken  against
protest leaders and
activists, including
arrests and prosecu-

tions.Turkey has enacted
stringent laws to control
and address propaganda.
The government's crack-
down on dissent includes
the 2016 anti-terror law,
which has been used to
target individuals and
organizations accused of
spreading propaganda or
supporting  terrorism.
Additionally, the state
has exerted control over
media  outlets and
imposed restrictions on
online freedoms to limit
the dissemination of dis-
senting views. Iran's
approach to managing
rioting and propaganda
reflects its strict gover-
nance style, characterized
by significant control. In
response to protests like

press rations,
arresting protesters, and
imposing harsh sen-
tences. Tactics such as the
use of force and shutting
down communication
channels have been com-
monly used.Iran has
implemented stringent
laws against what it
deems subversive propa-
ganda. The government
closely monitors and con-
trols media and internet
access, censoring content
that is considered a threat
to national security.
Individuals involved in
spreading dissent or anti-
government sentiments
face arrest, prosecution,
and imprison-
ment.Egypt's response to
rioting and propaganda
also emphasizes security
and control. The govern-
ment has addressed
unrest, such as the 2om
Arab Spring protests and
subsequent demonstra-
tions, with severe securi-
ty measures, including
deploying security forces,
using live ammunition,
and conducting mass
arrests of protesters and

have been taken against
those accused of inciting
unrest. Additionally, the
Egyptian government has
imposed strict controls on
media and online plat-
forms, enacting laws
against “false news” and
anti-government propa-
ganda, and penalizing
those who disseminate

names and unfounded
rumors, including that
the suspect was Muslim.
In reality, media reports
revealed that the suspect
was born in Wales to
Rwandan parents. The
police urged the public to
avoid spreading "uncon-
firmed speculation and
false informartion."The

ion ¢
harmful to state inter-
ests. The government also
monitors and censors
online content to prevent
the spread of dissenting
views.In the UK, recent
riots have also made
headlines. On July 29 this
year, a knife atrack at a
Taylor Swift-themed
dance and yoga event
resulted in the deaths of
six-year-old Bebe King,
seven-year-old Elsie Dot
Stancombe, and nine-
year-old Alice da Silva
Aguiar, with eight other
children and two adults
injured. Police arrested a
17-year-old from a nearby
village and stated that the
incident was not being
treated as terror-related.
Immediately following
the attack, social media
posts falsely speculated
that the suspect was an
asylum  seeker who
arrived in the UK in 2023,

evening, more
than a thousand people
artended a vigil for the
victims in Southport,
where violence erupted
near a local mosque.
Rioters threw bricks, bot-
tles, and other missiles at
the mosque and police,
set a police van on fire,
and injured 27 officers.
The disorder was widely
condemned, with local
MP Patrick Hurley criti-
cizing "thugs" who
exploited the tragedy for
political gain and Prime
Minister Sir Keir Starmer
denouncing the “marand-
ing mobs” in Southport.
By August 6, police had
made over 400 arrests,
including children as
young as 11. Sir Keir
Starmer condemned what
he described as “far-right
thuggery," vowing that
charges and convictions
would follow regardless of
the apparent cause or

violence. He warned that
those involved in the vio-
lence, including those
inciting it online, would
face  serious  conse-
quences. The government
announced that a "stand-
ing army" of specialized
officers would address the
disorder, and police forces
would collaborate to
share intelligence on vio-
lent groups. Additionally,
efforts are underway to
work with social media
companies to remove mis-
information and disinfor-
mation, The government
also pledged to create over
500 new prison spaces to
ensure  that  those
involved in the violence
can be incarcerated.
Authorities are exploring
terrorism charges for
some suspects and consid-
ering the extradition of
influencers from abroad
who may have contribut-
ed to the disorder. In the
UK, police have arrested
three individuals linked
to violent and hateful
social media posts follow-
ing far-right violence.
Online footage captured
one of these arrests at
their home, showing
police detaining the indi-
vidual under the
Communications Act for

communication network,
The authorities informed
the person that they were
being taken to the police
station for questioning
related to complaints
about offensive social
media com-
‘ments.Another individu-
al, 28-year-old Jordan
Parlour from Leeds, has
been charged with incit-
ing racial hatred online in
connection with recent
violent riots in the UK,
Parlour, the first person

prosecuted for sharing
criminal content related
to the violence, is sched-
uled to appear in court. In
a separate case, Cheshire
Police arrested a 53-year-
old woman from Alsager
parish after investigating
a complaint about a hate-
ful message posted in a
community group in
Kidsgrove.Recent reports
indicate that five individ-
uals have been sentenced
to prison in the UK for
their involvement in vio-
lent  protests.  This
includes a 53-year-old
woman sentenced to 1§
months for posting
threats to blow up a
mosque. Additionally,
26-year-old Conor
Whitley and ag-year-old
Trever Lloyd received

inciting violence, with
each ordered to serve
three  years. Glenn
Cuest, 60, was sen-
tenced to 2 years and 8
months for assaulting a
police officer, while
Dominic Capaldi, 34,
received a 33-month sen-
tence for his role in the
Bristol riots. The UK
continues to enforce
strict penalties for vio-
lent protest activi-
ties. These actions high-
light that no civilized
society tolerates rioters
and propagandists.
However, the situation
in Pakistan is markedly
different. There is an
urgent need for Pakistan
to adopt stringent mea-
sures against rioters and
propagandists.  Social
media in Pakistan is cur-
rently perceived as a
platform for spreading
hate, negativity, and
false propaganda. It is
crucial to take decisive

action against  the
spread of negativity,
rumors, and hate

online, and to make a
strong example of those
involved. The state must
assert its authority and
deploy all available
resources to address
these issues effectively.

Kamila Hyat

passing of Sir

Zakir Hussain,
arguably the finest
nawaz of his genera-

tlnn sparked waves of obit-
uaries and tributes across
the world. Yet in Pakistan,
his death barely registered
beyond a handful of men-

The fate of maestros
like the late Fateh Ali Khan
and i Hassan,
for their evocative semi-
classical vocals, is simply
some examples of this.
There are countless others
including both instrumen-
talists and vocalists of all
classical genres that now

The soul

with it means to lives.
Classical music is more
than merely an art form - it
is a vessel of tradition, skill
and cultural identity. It
‘would be a tragedy if future
generations never experi-
ence the astonishing vocal
ability of classical maestros
or the skills involved in

purity of traditional forms.
This trend includes the
advent of gawwali fusions,
which, while creative,
dilute the raw, transcen-
dent power of untouched
gqawwali.

Although some tradi-
tional forms persist, they
are increasingly replaced

sounds

of music

exceptional compositions
produced in state-of-the-
art studios, Yet, the
essence of our classical her-
itage risks being drowned
in this deluge of moderni-

ty.

Worse still is the rise of
music that can only be
described as ‘evil’. This cat-

will dance there. Instead, it
is suggested they be shut
up within homes, The fact
that such music has gone
viral in a country which
has a literacy rate for
women which is below 50
per cent even by official
accounts, well below that
according to mon-official

are not the solution. The
answer may lie in encour-
aging many other forms of
music to flourish. This
includes all genres and all
styles, whether taken from
the folk music of various
provinces or from more
modern inspirations. The
death of classical music

is one reason why the
astonishing classical
genius of our country has
fallen silent within it. It is
highly appreciated in
India, where many of our
musicians have travelled at
least in the better days of
the past when it was possi-
ble to do so to gain audi-

tions, underscoring a find their art fading into playing a sitar or a sarod. by borrowed from egory includes the lyrics ones and falls to one per with PTV, now a channel ences and with them the

painful truth: we have oblivion. Instead, we have embraced global influences. To its that come from singers centorlessinsomeareasof that fewer and fewer peo- money needed to keep the

driven classical music away We have forgotten a deluge of popular music cmdit some of this con- who insist that girls be the country, makes such ple watch even though we classical and non-classical

from our lives and out of what classical music and that, while innovative at jporary music is pro- taken away from schools musical endeavours flatly all pay the fee for its exis- art forms alive.

our cultural consciousness,  the traditons thatitbrings times, overshadows the fonndly moving, with and colleges because they dangerous. Of course, bans tence in our electricity bill, Courtesy The News
Head Office: 8A Basement Ittehad Centre Fazal e haq road Blue Area Mob No: Publishe by Printing Press.
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Pakistan focuses on broadening
tax-base, becoming export-led
economy: Aurangzeb

ARSHAD MALIK

broaden its tax base and achieve a

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for

Finance and Revenue,

Muhammad Aurangzeb on Monday
said Pakistan was committed to
broadening its tax base and advanc-
ing with a focused approach to

Senator

an export-led

“We are well on our way to
achieving the target [tax-base
expansion|, not only because the
IME is saying that but also because,
from my perspective, the country
needs to reach that benchmark to
make our fiscal situation sustain-
able,” he said in a television inter-
view with Bloomberg on the side-
lines of the Asian Financial Forum

in Hong Kong.
The finance minister

IMF, scheduled to visit Pakistan
next month, wanted the country to

tural we

said the last year,

tax-to-GDP ratio of 13.5 percent, up
from 10 percent in December,

After Pakistan secured the IMF
bailout last year, it has received
some reprieve, including cooling
inflation, which provides space for
to cut borrowing
costs further and help stabilize a
nation still grappling with struc-
ses.

Stronger remittances, a bright
spot, have helped shore up currency
reserves. As a result, the rupee rose
about 2 percent in 2024, making it
one of the best performers in
emerging markets. The benchmark
stock index also outperformed
nearly all other equities markets
Commenting
Pakistan's economic transforma-
tion plan, Aurangzeb said, “We are

in the phase of stabilization. Now,
where do we go from here? We must
focus on sustainable growth. Our
current focus is on fundamentally
changing the DNA of the economy
‘to make it export-led.”

Aurangzeb predicted that the
nation’s GDP would likely expand
by 3.5 percent in the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, compared to a 2.5 per-

cent expansion in the prior finan-

on

cial year, with a 3.6 percent eco-
nomic growth target set for the
upcoming year. In response to a
question, Aurangzeb said Pakistan
was preparing to debut Yuan-
denominated bonds this year to
strengthen its finances, while the
government remained optimistic
about meeting the International
Monetary Fund’s (IMF) bailout loan
conditions.

Plenary Session | - Innovation:
The Solution to Unlock the Next Growth Eng

| — BI% : BRSHFTIERSIZMAR

28,

HONG KONG: Finance Minister of Pakistan, H.E Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, delivering a keynote speech at
the Asian Financial Forum 2025.

PTI running away from
£190 million scam due to

involvement in corruption

PEAK POI

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Information,
Broadcasting, National
Heritage and Culture

Attaullah Tarar said on
Monday that the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf leader-
ship was running away
from mega corruption
i

case of £ 190 million
because they know that
their hands were not
clean and they were
involved in corruption.

Addressing a press
conference along with
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz senior leader
Senator Talal Chaudhry
that there was no exam-
ple in the history of waiv-
ing off billions of rupees
like this as black money
was whitened through
creation of a fraudulent
trust,

He said the 190 mil-
lion pounds case was clas-
sic example of “robbing
Peter to pay Paul”,

The minister said that
the verdict on 190 million
pound case was supposed
to be given today, but the
accused fail to appear in

the court.

The minister said that
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf leadership had
made a habit of not
appearing in courts.

He reminded that the
PTI had used delaying tac-
tics for six years in for-
eign  funding case.
Similarly, he said in the
Tosha Khana case also,
they used delaying tactics
and sought adjustments
after adjustments.

“Sometimes the PTI
leaders changed the
lawyers, sometimes they
changed the letters of
attorney,” the minister
remarked,

He said that the inno-
cent people never change
attorneys and lawyers but
it has been the practice of
the PTI to use delaying

£ A 7
tactics in court cases.

He asked why did they
need to take a sealed
envelope in the cabinet
meeting and get its
approval without opening
it.

He said that the then
cabinet approved £19om
bribe issue without
knowing the facts in a

Bilawal to
pay week-long
visit to Lahore

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan
Peoples  Party (PPP)

Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari is set to visit
Lahore next week for a
week-long stay to address
critical political and
organisational issues in
Punjab.

During his wvisit,
Bilawal will meet with
the PPP leadership to dis-
cuss the power-sharing
dynamic with the ruling
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) in Punjab
and the province’s evolv-
ing political situation.

According to sources,
the chairman will also
hold meetings with party

ive: from

sealed brought
by Shahzad Akbar.

He remarked that 190
million pounds was a
mega corruption case in
the history of Pakistan
and there was no example
of such a big corruption
in history.

He said that conces-
sion to the tycoon and
diamond rings, land for
Al-Qadir Trust were

linked to this case.

across Punjab and is
expected to visit the
homes of dedicated PPP
workers in Lahore.

Sources further
revealed that Bilawal
plans to make key deci-
sions regarding the
restructuring of PPP’s
Lahore chapter during his
stay.

This visit comes after
Bilawal’s remarks last

‘month on December 28 in

Larkana, where he
expressed dissatisfaction
with the federal govern-
ment.

Speaking to the
media, he stated that the
federal government had
failed to fulfil its promis-
es to the PPP's provincial
government in Sindh.

He noted that agree-
ments made with the
Shehbaz-led government
included equal public sec-
tor development projects
for all four provinces,
with specific commit-
ments for Sindh and
Balochistan.

Bilawal lamented that
the federal government's
failure to deliver on these
promises has forced the
PPP to officially register
its grievances.

Education Minister Khalid
meets with ex-PM Norway

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Education
and Professional
Training, Khalid Magbool
siddiqui on Monday met
with a high-level delega-
tion led by former Prime
Minister of Norway Kjell
Magne Bondevik.

The meeting was also
attended by Secretary
Education Mohyuddin
Ahmad Wani and former
Member of the Oslo
Parliament, Norway,
Aamir Javed Sheikh, said
a press release.

Dr. Khalid Magbool
welcomed the former

Prime Minister of Norway

Kjell Magne Bondevik. He
said that Kjell Magne
Bondevik is a friend of
Pakistan who has always
worked towards helping
Pakistan in fighting its
challenges. The minister
said that the presence of
His Excellency interna-
tionalized the agenda of
the International
Conference on Girl's
Education. He said that
Pakistan is taking the
lead for the Islamic coun-
tries to tackle the issue of
girl's education and Out
of School Children in gen-
eral. Dr Khalid Magbool
said that Pakistan faces a
myriad of challenges in

the field of education in
the wake of climate
change. He said that the
present government has
also declared an educa-
tional emergency. He said
that currently the
Ministry of Education is
addressing the issues of
access to schools, limited
infrastructure, quality of
teachers training and
nutritional problems of
children in collaboration
with other ministries.

Dr. Khalid said that
due to our efforts the per-
centage of Out of School
Children with respect to
population is decreasing.
He said that to develop

and implement targeted
interventions a special
department called
Pakistan Institute of
Education has been devel-
oped to gather accurate
data about challenges
being faced by the
Education sector of the
country. The minister
said that to address the
cultural impediments of
access to education for
girls, the International
Conference on Girl's
Education will be a his-
toric achievement. He
said that religious schol-
ars from all over the world
supported the cause of
girl's education.

74

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Education and Professional Training, Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui met with a high
powered delegation led by the former Prime Minister of Norway Mr Kjell Magne Bondevik.

Siddiqui urges
separation of
dialogue,
judicial matters

ISLAMABAD:
Spokesperson for the gov-
ernment’s coalition dia-
logue committee, Senator

Irfan siddigqui, on
Monday stated that dia-
logue and judicial mat-
ters are two Sseparate
domains, and  they
should not be mixed.
Talking to a private
news channel, he said
that the judiciary oper-
ates i ly with-

Senator Talal accuses
PTI of fabricating
deal narrative

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Senator
Talal Chaudhry, a senior
leader of the ruling
Pakistan Muslim League
Nawaz (PML-N), on
Monday sarcastically
accused the PTI leader-
ship of fabricating a false
narrative about negotiat-
ing a deal with the gov-
ernment to evade
accountability,

Speaking to the media
alongside the Minister for
Information,
Broadcasting, Heritage,
and Culture, Attaullah
Tarar, Chaudhry empha-
sized that no leniency
would be granted to those
involved in the £190 mil-
lion corruption scandal.
He stated that the case

clearly implicated the PTI
founder and his spouse,
who are employing delay-
ing tactics to evade
accountability, He point-
ed out the contradiction
between the PTI founder's
ambition to establish a
“Riasat-e-Madina” and
the corruption accusa-
tions against him, partic-
ularly regarding his
appropriation of entire
Toshakhana gifts.

Critics accuse him of

wrongdoing while pre-
senting himself as a pro-
ponent of Islamic values,
yet his actions resemble
those of Yazeed.

Additionally, PTI gov-
ernment  has  been
accused of misusing state
rtesources and donating a
portion te charity to cre-
ate a false image of gen-
erosity, raising doubts
about the authenticity of
PTI leadership.

Chaudhry also firmly
rejected PTI's claims that
the government offered to
move the PTI founder to
Nathiagali or place him
under house arrest at his
Banigla residence, assert-
ing that these claims were
fabricated by PTI, with no
such offer from the gov-
ernment.

Delay in Al-Qadir Trust
verdict not linked to any
deal, says Barrister Gohar

PEAK POINT

RAWALPINDL:  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Chairman Barrister Gohar
‘on Monday stated that the
delay in the decision of
the 190 million pounds
reference was not the
Tesult of any deal.

Speaking to the media
outside Adiala Jail along-
side PTI Secretary General
Salman Akram Raja,
Gohar said incarcerated
PTI founder and former
premier Imran Khan was
not the owner of Qadir
‘University, adding the lat-
ter was just a trustee of
the university.

He further stated that
Al-Qadir case was politi-
cally motivated, and
injustice had been done to
them. He added that the
mname of Bushra Bibi was

included in the case to
exert pressure on the
founder of PTI1. He empha-
sised that the PTI founder
was not concerned about
the cases, and they had
come to court today to
hear the decision. “The
responsibility of bringing
the founder of PTI from
jail to court was of the jail
administration,” he said.
The PTI chairman also
said they had been given a
time of 11am for the deci-
sion, and they arrived
accordingly, They pin

hopes on the higher judi-
ciary and will approach
the higher courts for jus-
tice. He believes that just
like other cases were con-
cluded, this case also
would be resolved.
During the discus-
sion, Salman Akram Raja
mentioned that the nego-
tiation process was going
on, and it was being
heard that the third
round of talks would be
held on Jan 15. He clari-
fied that they were not
making any deals and

were negotiating for
democracy and justice in
the country.

He further stated that
the negotiations and this
case were not related to
each other, adding that
there was an impression
being created that a deal
was being brokered,

in its jurisdiction and the
government has nothing
to do with the cases of
former chairman of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf

PTI).

He clarified that the
government has no
involvement in cases like
the 190 million pound
case or others, but judi-
cial decisions could still
influence the dialogue
process.

“If the decision goes
against PTI, it will
inevitably impact the
mood and sentiments of
PTI members, particular-
ly the negotiation com-
mittee, and could affect
their spirit regarding the
dialogue,” he said.

Responding to a ques-
tion about the 190 million
pound case decision, he
emphasized that it has no
connection to the dia-
logue process and that
the government is not
using it to exert pressure.

He further explained
that the purpose of seek-
ing PTI's demands in
writing is to assess their
nature thoroughly, as
verbal and  written
demands can lead the
process in different direc-
tions.

Bushra Bibi’s bail pleas
dismissed in November
26 protest cases

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: A local
court in Islamabad on
Monday dismissed three
pre-arrest bail petitions
filed by Bushra Bibi, wife
of former Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
chairman Imran Khan.

Additional Sessions
Judge Muhammad Afzal
Majoka heard the peti-
tions on cases linked to
the November 26
protests, Express News
Teported.

Prosecutor Igbal
Kakhar and defence coun-
sel Khalid Yousaf
Chaudhry appeared in
court during the proceed-
ings.

Bushra Bibi's lawyer
submitted an application
seeking exemption from
appearance.

The prosecutor argued
that Bushra Bibi failed to
submit surety bonds as

The
expressed concern, stat-
ing, “You have not yet

required. judge

submitted the surety
bonds. You are not com-
plying with the court's
orders.”

Defence counsel
Khalid Yousaf Chaudhry
responded that Bushra
Bibi had to appear in
court for a decision on the
£90 million reference and
was required to visit
Adiala Jail,

Judge Majoka subse-
quently dismissed the
bail pleas, noting that
the interim bail previous-
ly granted to Bushra Bibi

was valid only until the
date of the hearing. The
cases against her stem
from her alleged involve-
ment in protests held on
November 26,

An accountability
court in Rawalpindi on
Monday postponed the
announcement of its ver-
dict for the third time in
the £190 million case
involving former prime
minister Imran Khan and
his wife, Bushra Bibi.

Judge Nasir Javed
Rana said that the verdict
had been deferred due to
the absence of the
accused and their legal
representatives.

The judge stated that
although he arrived at
the court at 8:30 am and
issued two summons for
Imran Khan to appear,
both Khan and Bushra
Bibi failed to show up.
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