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PM directs further reduction of power tariff,

stresses pl'lOIltlZlI'lg 10W cost pOWGI pIO] jects

ARIF MEHMOOD KHAN

ISLAMABAD:Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Friday
directed the relevant
authorities to further
reduce power tariffs and
expedite the implementa-
tion process of the action
plan of the future power
generation projects.

Chairing a meeting
here to evaluate and dis-
cuss the future electricity
and power plans of coun-
try, the prime minister
stressed to prioritize the
low-cost power projects
based on local resources,

During the meeting,
the prime minister was
informed about the
progress of the ongeing
hydro power projects
across the country.

PM Shehbaz said that
the low-cost power project

produce  environment
friendly and affordable
electricity.

He further directed
that the current electricity
generation capacity
should also be shifted to
solar energy.

Globally, electricity is
being produced from envi-
ronmentally friendly, low-
cost solar energy, he
noted, adding  that
Pakistan was fortunate in
this regard as the country
had vast potential for solar
energy. The prime minis-
ter was also briefed on the
progress of phasing out
inefficient power plants
that consume more fuel
but produce less electrici-
ty. He ordered the imme-
diate closure of such out-
dated power plants adding
thart closing these plants
would not only save valu-
able foreign exchange, but

also reduce electricity
costs for consumers. The
Prime Minister instructed

that immediate action be
taken against all officials
deliberately obstructing

tor. He also directed that
reforms in the electricity

- = -
reforms in the power sec-

transmission system be
expedited. The power
transmission system
should be upgraded
according to internation-
al standards, the prime
minister further directed.
He further directed swift
implementation of a sys-
tem based on modern
technology for the selec-
tion and transmission of
low-cost electricity.

The prime minister
issued instructions to
complete all measures for
the reform of the power
sector within the speci-
fied timeline.

The meeting was
artended by Federal
Ministers Ahad Khan
Cheema, Sardar Awais
Khan Leghari, Dr
Musadik Malik, Minister
of State Ali Pervaiz Malik
and other relevant high
officials.

PMYP, Germany to focus on youth
exchanges collaborative programmes

SAMRA ATHAR

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Youth
Programme (PMYP) and
Cermany agreed to explore
opportunities to foster
stronger  youth ties
between the two coun-
tries. Chairman PMYP
Rana Mashhood Ahmed
Khan and the German
Ambassador to Pakistan,
Alfred Grannas on Friday
held a meeting at the
Prime Minister’s Office to
discuss potential avenues
for youth exchanges and
collaborative initiatives
between Pakistan and
Germany.

During the meeting,
both sides emphasized the
importance of educational

exchanges, skill-building
programmes and interna-
tional cooperation in the
areas of sports and youth
development.

On the occasion, Rana
Mashood highlighted the
government's commit-
ment to empowering
young people across
Pakistan.

He noted that the
PMYP which includes ini-
tiatives in education,
employment and
entrepreneurship, could
greatly benefit from inter-
national partnerships that
offer youth exposure to
global best practices and
professional networks.

Ambassador  Alfred
Grannas expressed

s i
Germany’s support for
Pakistan’s youth initia-
tives and reiterated the
importance of cross-cul-
tural exchanges in
strengthening  bilateral
relations. He emphasized

that Cermany was keen to
provide opportunities for
Pakistani youth to engage
in educational and voca-
tional training programs,
as well as sports and cul-
tural exchanges.

, to help breaden their
horizons and equip them
with valuable skills.

Olympian  Khawaja
Junaid, a renawned sports
figure on the occasion
shared his insights on the
role of sports in bridging
cultural gaps and promot-
ing youth empowerment.

He emphasized that
sports exchanges would
not only provide opportu-
nities for skill develop-
ment but also encourage
teamwork, discipline, and
mutual understanding
among young people.

Syed Amna Batool,
Focal Person for the Prime
Minister’s Youth
Programme, highlighted
various youth-oriented

initiatives being imple-
mented by the govern-
ment, such as the Green
Youth Movement, and
National Youth Council
and expressed hope that
such initiatives could be
further enhanced through
international cooperation
‘with Germany.

The meeting conclud-
ed with both sides agree-
ing to explore specific
areas for collaboration,

including educational
exchanges, sports pro-
grams, and leadership

training, with the aim of
creating lasting partner-
ships that empower youth
in both

Ready to facilitate talks,
but decision-making
rests with govt; Ayaz Sadiq

AYESHA REHAN

ISLAMABAD: National
Assembly Speaker Ayaz
sadiq showed willing-
ness to facilitate dia-
logue between the oppo-
sition and the govern-
ment if any formal offer
for negotiations is made.

"I can certainly play
the role of a facilitator,”
he said. However, he
clarified that he does not
have the mandate for
decision-making, he
expressed his readiness
to contribute positively
within his capacity. He
said that the decision-
making mandate rests
with the government

and its coalition part-
ners, who will oversee
any negotiations.

‘The speaker also wel-
comed the PTI's forma-
tion of a committee for
dialogue, terming it as a
positive step.

He further said that
the official commence-
ment of talks is neces-
sary, as relying solely on
statements is  not
enough for meaningful
dialogue.

Ayaz Sadiq said that
opposition leaders visit-
ed him to offer condo-
lences on the death of his
sister, but no discussion
on political matters took
place during the visit.

Tarar discusses media
cooperation with Turkiye
during visit to TRT World

PEAK POINT

ISTANBUL; Federal
Minister for Information,
Broadcasting, Narional
Heritage and Culture
Artaullah Tarar on Friday
visited the headquarters
of the Turkish National
Television channel “TRT
World” and discussed
media cooperation
between the two coun-
tries. During a meeting
with Director General
International Broadcast of
TRT Umar Farooq
Tanriverdi, he discussed
media production of joint
documentaries and other
matters of mutual inter-
est including the promo-
tion of tourism. Pakistan
values brotherly relations
with Turkiye, he said
adding these relations
between the two countries

were based on historical
and common religious
and cultural values.
“Agreements with the
‘Turkish government
regarding the co-produc-
tion of dramas, and docu-
mentaries are part of our
strategic framework,” he
said. The minister said
there was immense talent
in both countries. He
made a special mention of
Pakistani youth Arshad
Nadeem, who set a record
of 92.97 meters in the
javelin throw in the
Summer Olympics. There
is a very inspiring story of
Arshad Nadeem and docu-
mentaries could be pro-
duced on such iconic
youth, he maintained. In
the meeting, there was
also a discussion regard-
ing the Shandur Polo
Festival in Pakistan.

Punjab’s chief minister secures fresh
economic partnershlps on Shanghal visit

KOMAL BUTT

ISLAMABAD:Chief
Minister Punjab Maryam
Nawaz Sharif on Friday

visited Huawei
Technologies’s Bantian
headquarters in

Shenzhen longgang dis-
trict. According to a news
release issued by Huawei,
she was warmly wel-
comed by Huawei author-
ities.

She met Huawei's
Government Affairs
Director Wang

Chengdong to discuss
various initiatives to
make Lahore a modern
digiral city.

She also discussed
with him issues relating
to e-commerce, ecosys-
tem and ICT infrastruc-
ture development, digi-
talization of health and
education department.

Chief Minister was
briefed in detail by
Huawei President Wang
Chengdong about
Huawei's ongoing pro-
jects in Pakistan, espe-
cially in Punjab.

She took keen interest
and discussed with him
Huawei's projects in the
health and education sec-
tors. She apprised him of
the Safe City projects in
different cities of Punjab,

to make

and vowed
Lahore Pakistan’s first
modern smart city with
the help of Huawei. She

invited Huawei to invest
in Pakistan, especially in
Punjab, and offered them
full cooperation to set up

Huawei office in Nawaz
Sharif IT City. Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif also  assured
Huawei to set up Huawei
office and after-sales ser-
vice center across Punjab.
She said,” The vision of
Digital Punjab will be
realized with the coopera-
tion of Huawei,”

She added, "We want
to benefit from Huawei's
expertise in telecommu-
nication and digitaliza-
tion.” She highlighted,
“Punjab’s first full-
fledged Al university will
benefit from Huawei’s
professional skills, "

Chief Minister said,

“Huawei will assist in
capacity building and IT
research at Nawaz Sharif
IT City.” She added, “We
want to introduce
Punjab’s youth to the lat-
est digital technologies
with Huawei's assis-
tance.” She underscored,
“Huawei will also assist

Punjab in ecosystem
development.”
Chiefl Minister

Maryam Nawaz Sharif
said,”Lahore’s first Safe
City project was estab-
lished in collaboration
with Huawei.” She visit-
ed Huawei Technologies
and saw its various sec-
tioms,

DPM chairs meeting
to ensure stability
of fertilizer pricing

HUMA REHAN

ISLAMABAD:  Deputy
Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Senator
Mohammad Ishagq Dar
chaired the cabinet com-
mittee to ensure stability
of fertilizer pricing on
Friday.

Minister for Finance
Muhammad Aurangzeb
and Secretaries
Petroleum, Industry and
Commerce participated
in the meeting. The
heads of gas companies
also attended.

e committee
reviewed the prices of fer-

tilizers, stocks and their
availability in the mar-
ket.

‘They observed that
enough stocks are avail-
able and prices of fertiliz-
ers are stable,

The committee exam-
ined the availability of
gas for fertilizer industry
and found it satisfactory.

The foreign minister
directed uninterrupted
gas supply to the fertiliz-
er industry throughout
the Rabi cropping season
and to ensure stable pro-
duction and stocks of fer-
tilizers.

TTP could become al-Qaeda’s arm to destabilize

Afghanistan’s neighbours, Pakistan warns

PEAK POINT

UNITED NATIONS:
Pakistan has warned the
international communi-
ty that the Tehreek-e
Taliban Pakistan (TTP),
“rhe largest terrorist
group™ operating in
Afghanistan, could
emerge as al-Qaeda’s
arm with a regional and
global terrorist agenda.
“Terrorism within and
from Afghanistan poses
the single most serious
threat to the country, to
the region, and to the
world,” Usman Jadoon,
Deputy Permanent
Representative of
Pakistan to the United
Nations, told the UN
Security Council on
‘Thursday.

“While the AIC
(Afghan Interim
Covernment) is fighting
ISIL-K  (Daesh), the

threat from various
other terrorist groups
such as al-Qaeda, the
TTP and others has yet to
be addressed,” he said
while speaking in a
debate on the situation
in Afghanistan.

Highlighting the
ranking of 6,000-fight-
ers strong TTP as the
largest, listed terrorist
organization, Jadoon
said, “With safe havens
close to our border, it
poses a direct and daily
threat to Pakistan's secu-
rity.”

“In countering the
TTP's cross border opera-
tions, our security and
border officials have con-
fiscated some of the
medern weapons acquired
by the AIC from stocks left
behind by foreign forces,”
the Pakistani envoy said,
adding that the terrorist
group also receives exter-

nal support and financing
“from our adversary” — an
obvious reference to India.

uml o1 ition
other terrorist groups,
aimed at destabilizing
Afghanistan’s neighbours.

“We have evidence of
its collaboration with
other terrorist ps like
the Majeed Brigade that is
utilizing terrorism to dis-

rupt Pakistan’s economic
cooperation with China,
especially CPEC,” Jadoon
said.

“Given its long associa-
tion with al-Qaeda, the
TTP could emerge as Al-
Qaeda’s arm with a region-
al and global terrorist
agenda.”

Pakistan, he declared
would take all necessary
national measures to elim-
inate these threats, coop-

erating with regional and
international efforts to
root out the menace of ter-

sm.

About Taliban's new
directive  prohibiting
women and girls from
artending public and pri-
vate medical institutes in
Afghanistan, Jadoon said
the international commu-
nity expects the AIG to ful-
fill its declared commit-
ments on human rights
and political inclusion.

“Instead of easing ear-
lier restrictions, the AIG
has intensified the restric-
tions on women and girls.
These restrictions are con-
trary to Islamic precepts,
Jumpruden:e and the
Sharia.

The Pakistani envoy
also called for the Doha
Process framework to go
beyond counter-narcotics
and the private sector;
Afghanistan’s challenges,

including terrorism,
human rights and
widespread poverty, are
also affecting the region.

He said the interna-
tional community is
obliged to help the 23.7
million Afghans who need
urgent aid and to take ade-
quate measures to bolster
Afghanistan’s economy —
including reviving the
national banking systemm
and restoring commercial
activi

Paklstan he said,
enjoys close bonds of eth-
nicity, history, faith, lan-
guage and culture with
Afghanistan.

“The suffering of our
Afghan brothers and sis-
ters affects the Pakistani
people deeply. There is no
country that is more eager
than Pakistan to see
Afghanistan return to the
international communi-
ty's fold.”

Opening the debate,
Roza Otunbayeva, Special
Representative of the
Secretary-General and
Head of the United Nations
Assistance Mission in
Afghanistan  (UNAMA),
said she has “strongly
urged the de facto authori-
ties to reconsider” the lat-
est female-related restric-
tion, which would have
deadly implications for
‘women and girls,

She said that the
implementation of the
“Propagation of Virtue and
Prevention of Vice Law "
has led to peaple choosing
o self-regulate rather than
risk punishment. The law
also imposed other repres-
sive measures, including a
greater enforcement of
Tequirements regarding
men'’s beards and Western-
style haircuts that has led
to the closures of barber-
shops.

Citing a November
report on widening media
restrictions, Otunbayeva
noted that political deci-
sion-making by the de
factoauthorities is increas-
ingly opaque, due to
threats to the country's
stability, such as this
week’s suicide attack on its
Ministry of Refugees and
Repatriation.

Outlining her Office’s
engagement with the
Taliban on issues such as
human rights norms and
detainee access, as well as
on counter-narcotics, she
stressed: “Engagement is
not normalization or
recognition.”

Engagement serves to
prevent Afghanistan's iso-
lation or worse — a
return to conflict, the UN
envoy said, underscoring
the need to build trust for
the benefit of the Afghan
people.
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Over 60 glrls showcase skills at
8th AHC-PCB Girls’ Cricket Cup

ARIF MEHMOOD KHAN

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
witnessed a lively display
of talent and determina-
tion as the Australian
High Commission (AHC)
and Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) hosted the 8th
AHC-PCB Girls’ Cricket
Cup, with support from
Serena Hotels,

The event

game, PCB first-class
coaches conducted an
intensive five-day train-
ing camp. The initiative
aimed to boost the girls"
cricketing abilities while
building confidence that
extends beyond the field.
During the final, High
Commissioner Hawkins
praised the players for
their energy and commit-

how sports can inspire
change and promote gen-
der equality. The tourna-
ment brought together
young players from four
schools in Islamabad.
Over 6o girls partici-
pated, breaking societal
barriers and demonstrat-
ing their skills on the
cricket field. The week-

ment. “The ent! of
these young players is
inspiring. Sport brings
people together, fosters
teamwork, and builds
confidence. Cricket, in
particular, is a shared pas-
sion Detween Australia
and Pakistan, making this
event a perfect opportuni-
ty to promote empower-
ment,” Hawkins said.

long event ed in
a spirited final match,
attended by Australia’s
High Commissioner to
Pakistan, Neil Hawkins,
Ahead of the final

He that
the tournament is about
more than just playing
cricket. “Every ball bowled
and every catch taken is a
step toward breaking

boundaries, both on and
off the field. Pakistan’s
challenges require the full
potential of its people,
and that includes empow-

ering women.” Since its
inception in 2016, the
Australian High
Commission’s girls" cnck—
et initiative has expanded

from Islamabad to Lahore
and Karachi. What began
as a single tournament
has now grown into a
mnationwide platform,

offering girls across
Pakistan the chance to
excel in cricket and life,
CEO of Serena Hotels,
Aziz Boolani highlighted

the broader impact of the
event. “This platform pro-
vides young girls access to
professional coaching and
opportunities to develop
their cricketing skills. It's
not just about nurturing
future talent but also
inspiring them to pursue
their ambitions,"” he said.
Boolani acknowledged the
collaboration with AHC
and PCB, which has been
instrumental in turning
this vision into reality.
Four schools participated
in this year's tournament:

Mashal Model School Bari
Imam, SOS Children’s
Village H-1, Islamabad
Model School for Girls F-
6/1, and Islamabad Model
School for Girls I-9/1. Each
team brought a unique
energy to the field, with
the players proving that
cricket can be a powerful
tool for transformation.
The stands were filled
with cheers as the girls

showcased their skills
during the matches.
Beyond the competition,
the event symbolized hope
for a future where oppor-
tunities are equal for all.

The AHC-PCB Girls'
Cricket Cup reflects a
broader commitment to
fostering inclusivity and
empowerment through
sports. By breaking barri-
ers and providing plat-
forms for young girls, the
initiative underscores the
importance of addressing
societal challenges
through collaboration.

As the final match
concluded and players cel-
ebrated their achieve-
ments, it became clear
that this tournament was
more than just a game. It
is a movement that seeks
to inspire a new genera-
don of leaders, both on
and off the field.

Unveiling Ceremony of Quaid-e-
Azam Inter-Provincial Games Trophy

MUHAMMAD USMAN

ISLAMABAD: The grand unveil-
ing ceremony of the Quaid-e-
Azam Inter-Provincial Games tro-
phy was held on Friday afternoon
at the Pakistan Sports Board (PSB)
in Islamabad. The trophy was
unveiled by Pakistan's Olympic
gold medalist, Arshad Nadeem,
who expressed his enthusiasm
and encouragement for the
young athletes during the event.
The ceremony was also attended
by the Director General of
Pakistan Sports Board, Yasir
Pirzada.Addressing the audience,
Arshad Nadeem highlighted the
significance of the event, saying,
“This is a major step towards the
promotion of sports in Pakistan.
It will provide young athletes
with an excellent opportunity to
showcase their talents, and I am
hopeful that this platform will
produce international-level play-

ers for the country. "Yasir Pirzada
emphasized the objectives of the
games, stating, “The purpose of
this event is to highlight the
existing sports talent in the coun-
try and provide them with oppor-

tunities to grow. We are opti-
mistic that these competitions
will play a pivotal role in bri

new talent to the forefront."The
opening ceremony of the Quaid-
e-Azam Inter-Provincial Games is

scheduled to take place today
(Saturday) at the PSB.Teams com-
prising male and female athletes
from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Balochistan, Sindh, Azad Jammu
and Kashmir, Gilgit-Baltistan.

, and Islamabad will participate
in the games.The games will fea-
ture competitions in 15 sports dis-
ciplines, including athletics, bad-
minton, boxing, football, hock-
ey, judo, kabaddi, karate,
squash, swimming, taekwondo,
table  tennis,  volleyball,
weightlifting, and wrestling.At
the conclusion of the event, tro-
phies and prizes will be distribut-
ed among the winning athletes to
recognize their hard work and
outstanding performance.The
Quaid-e-Azam Inter-Provincial
Cames aim to inspire a renewed
passion for sports while serving
as an exceptional platform for
young athletes to demonstrate
their skills on a global stage.

ABL Stallions, Lake City Panthers come

out winners in double

KOMAL BUTT

RAWALPINDI: ABL
Stallions had the better of
Engro Dolphins to come
back to winning ways,
taking the match by just
five runs while Lake City
Panthers crushed UMT
Markhors by six wickets
as the double header in
Bahria Town Champions
T2z0 Cup excited the
crowds at the Rawalpindi
Stadium on Friday.

With  the victory

being hit for a six by

good in support with a

For Stallions, spinners

eader show

good form intact, scoring
57 not out off just 34 balls.
His knock included two
sixes and five boundaries.
Hussain and Mohammad
Mohsin partnership
added 109 runs off just 56
balls. Mohsin’s eye-catch-
ing knock of 55 came off 32
balls which contained
four boundaries and as
many sixes. The duo
smashed a big 65 runs in
the last five overs, Leg-
spinner Mohammad
Ramiz Jnr was the pick of

Stallions are now top of
the five-team table with
three wins in four match-
es, accumulating six
points. Markhors suffered
their first loss but were
still second with six
points in four matches,
Young Ubaid Shah,
sibling of Test fast bowler

Salman Irshad came out
with flying colours, con-
ceding eight runs to give
sStallions victory.

Chasing a big 101 for
victory, Dolphins were
treated well on tough
waters as Sahibzada
Farhan, who scored a
brisk 59 off 38 balls with

rapid 24-ball 37, spiced
with two sixes and four
boundaries. Together
they added 46 off 27 balls.

‘When skipper Faheem
Ashraf came to the
crease, Dolphins needed
51 runs in 4.1 overs, Left-
hand batter Faheem
cracked two sixes and a

Usman Tariq (2-2z) and
Mehran Mumtaz (2-32)
checked the run chase,
while pacer Mohammad
Ali finished with 2-34.
The most notable
point of the match was
the return of promising
fast bowler Ihsanullah
after being sidelined with

bowlers with 2-29.

In the second match,
Haider Ali smashed a 29-
ball 62 to help Lake City
Panthers chase a 164-run
target in 18.5 overs,

Haider smashed five
sixes and four boundaries
in an eye-catching knock.
Umar Siddiq (30) and

Naseem Shah, held his
mnerves to defend 14 off the
final over and despite

six boundaries and two
sixes held the innings.
Young Qasim Akram was

enough.

four in his 12-ball 25 but in
the end his runs were not Earlier,

elbow injury.

all-rounder
Hussain Talat kept his

Sharjeel Khan (23) laid the
foundation with an open-
ing stand of 52.

PTF -Trials to Select Teams for ITF/ATF Development

MUHAMMAD HARIS

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Tennis Federation (PTF) conduct-
ed trials to select the Pakistan 14
& under Boys and Girls teams for
the upcoming ITF/ATF
Development Championships
scheduled to take place in
Colombo, Sri Lanka, from 13th to
23rd January 2025 and for the
‘World Junior Tennis Team Event

WIT sch
Fehruaerln:h zo:.s '.I'.he trlals
were held from 1oth to 12th
December 2024 at the PTF Tennis
Complex in Islamabad.A total of
12 boys and 5 girls, based on their
rankings in the 14 & under cate-
gory were invited to participate
in the trials.Selected
Players:Boys:1. Rashid  Ali
Bachirm Shayan Afridi3. Razik
irls:1. Bismal Ziaz. Hajra

Championships and World Junior Tennis Team Event

Abdur RehmanThe top two boys
will represent Pakistan in the
ITE/ATE Development
Championships while the top
three boys will represent
Pakistan in the World Junior
Tennis Team Event (WJT).Mr.
Muhammad Abid, an ITF Level-2
Coach will accompany the team
as a coach.

PTF President Mr. Aisam ul Hag
Qureshi congratulated the select-

ed players and extended his best
wishes to them, acknowledging
their hard work and dedication.
He remarked that this is a proud
moment for the players and their
families.PTF Secretary-General
Col. Zia uddin Tufail (R) also con-
gratulated the players and
expressed confidence in their
abilities to perform well on the
international stage.

JAVED KHAN

ISLAMABAD: The play-
ing XI for the second T2ol
against South Africa
revealed by Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) on
Friday with one change
in the side as Jahandad
Khan replaced Sufiyan

Mugeem.
The second Tzol will
lbe played at the

Centurion Park today as
South Africa leads the
three-match Tz2ol series

by 1-0. Newcomer
Jahandad debuted for
Pakistan's Tzol side
against Australia in
November and picked up
a wicket while conceding
17 Tuns in his three-over
spell.

The laft-arm pacer
has picked up four scalps
in four T20ls.

The side includes
skipper Mohammad
Rizwan and star batter

PAK vs SA: PCB
unveils playing XI
for second T20I

Babar Azam opening the
innings followed by Saim
Ayub, Usman Khan and
Tayyab Tahir in the
order.

The bowling attack
includes the experienced
Shaheen Shah Afridi and
Haris Rauf who are
known for their pace and
aggressive bowling.

The attack also has
Muhammad Irfan Khan,
Mohammad Abbas Afridi
and  spinner  Abrar

match

Ahmed.
The Rizwan-led side|
had lost the first of the]
three T2ols as the]
Proteas defeated|
Pakistan by 11 runs at|
Kingsmead Cricket]
Stadium,

The hosts had put up|
a strong target of 184
runs at the loss of nine
wickets as veteran batter]
David Miller's 82 off 4o
balls troubled Pakistan's]
bowling attack.

ZAHID YAQOOB
KHAWAJA

ISLAMABAD: The United
States Women's National
[Team (USWNT) has ended
the year 2024 as the num-
[ber one team in the FIFA
Coca-Cola Women's
World Rankings. This
marks the continuation
of their dominance in the
women's football
world.Spain has moved
up to second place, while
Cermany has returned to
the top three, pushing
England down to fourth
place, Sweden and
Canada maintain their
positions in the top six,
while Brazil and Japan
have swapped places.The

USWNT end year as no.
1in Fifa Coca-Cola
Women’s World Rankings

Netherlands has broken
into the top 10, pushing
France out of the top tier
for the first time in their

history. Other notable

movements include
Poland, Belarus,
Indonesia, and Estonia,
who have all made signif-
icant gains in the rank-

ings.Saudi Arabia has|
also achieved its highest)
ranking ever, along with|
Northern Ireland and|
Cabo Verde. The next edi-|
tion of the FIFA/Coca-Cola]
‘Women's World Ranking|
will be published on)
March 6, 2025.

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD:The ITF
Pakistan PPL-Syed
Dilawar Abbas World
Junior Tennis
[Championship Leg-2
sponsored by Pakistan
Petroleum Limited (PPL) is
concluded at the Pakistan
Tennis Federation (PTF)
Tennis Complex in
Islamabad. This presti-
[gious event has brought
together 8o junior players
from around the globe,
including 50 boys and 30
girls representing coun-
tries such as Pakistan,

ITF Pakistan PPL-Syed Dilawar
Abbas World Junior Tennis
|Championship Leg-2 concluded

Japan, China, Thailand,
Sri Lanka, Canada, Korea,

Germany, Kazakhstan,
Maldives,  Singapore,
Belarus, and

In the Boy's

Singles Xiuyuan Guo of
China beat Sion Ji of Korea
7-6(3),6-2 and won the
boy's title.In the Girl's
singles Final Dinara De
silva of Sri Lanka beat
Karolina ij

won the girl's title.Mr.
Tariq Mehmood Murtaza
Chairman  Islamabad
Tennis Association (ITA)

‘was the Chief Guest at the|
Closing Ceremony. Mr. G-
Ali Noon -PPL was the|
Guest of Honour. For the
encouragement of play-
ers, Mr Aisam-ul-Hag
Qureshi  President-PTF|
and Col.Zia-ud-din Tufail
Secretary-General-PTE|
‘were also present at the|
closing Ceremony and dis-
tributed the prizes. The|
closing ceremony was also|
attended by Advocate|
Majid Bashir President-|
ITA, Mr. Tufail Cheema|
-ITA and a large|
number of players.




ISLAMABAD: Motorists on their way at Srinagar Highway during stunning view of sunset, in the Federal Capital.,

Registrar of Quaid-e-Azam University Fine
for Failing to Disclose Public Information

PEAK POINT

information, the appel-

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Information Commission (PIC) has
imposed a fine equivalent to ten
days' salary on the Registrar of
Quaid-e-Azam University,
Islamabad, for failing to disclose
information requested under the
Right of Access to Information Act,
2017.According to details, in
August 2024, a citizen submirted
an information request seeking
details regarding faculty members
granted Extraordinary Leave (EOL)
without pay for postdoctoral
research abroad between January
2018 and 2024, The request specifi-
cally asked for a certified list of fac-
ulty members who received leave
under the Surety Bond program
after completing their PhDs. When
the university failed to provide the

lant filed an appeal with the
Commission, In response, the uni-
versity claimed the information
was personal and classified, argu-
ing that the requester had no legit-
imate reason to access it. The
appellant contested this claim,
stating that the requested infor-
mation pertained to public records
and cited previous Commission
rulings in favor of transparency in

2017, to withhold it. C

Act's and a disre-

P1vate Med1ca1 Colleges
Under Scrutiny for

TWIN CITIES

Excessive Charges

NADEEM TANOLI

ISLAMABAD: The Sub-
Committee of the Senate
Standing Committee on
National Health Services,
Regulations, and
Coordination, chaired by
Senator Palwasha
Mohammad Zai Khan,
met to address the surg-
ing fees charged by pri-
vate medical colleges and
evaluate measures under-
taken by the Pakistan
Medical and Dental
Council (PMDC).During
the meeting, Senator
Palwasha revealed the
alarming increase in
medical college fees, cit-
ing examples such as
Abwa Medical College
charging Rs. 1.87 crore for
its MBBS program, while
Akhtar Saeed Medical
College and Hazrat Bari
sarkar Medical College
demanded Rs. 1.3§ crore
and Rs. 1.29 croTe, respec-
tively. She noted that
these fees had skyrocket-
ed from Rs. 8 lakh per
year in 2018 to Rs. 30 lakh
in the 2023-24 session,

the appeal was allowed, and the
Registrar was directed to provide
the information within ten
days.Despite this order, the uni-
versity failed to comply. A show-
cause notice was issued to the
Registrar on November 21, 2024,

under Section 20(1)(f) of the nght
of Access to Information Act, 2017.
The notice, dispatched via regis-

gard for the law.As a result, the
Commission imposed a fine equiv-
alent to ten days’ salary on the
Registrar under Section 20(1)f) of
the Act. The Commission directed
the Vice Chancellor of Quaid-e-
Azam University, the Secretary of
the Ministry of Federal Education
and Professional Training, and the

public institutions.
the case, the Pakistan Information
Commission ruled that the
reguested information did not vio-
late individual privacy and was
part of public records maintained
by the university and involved
usage of public fund.The
Commission noted that there was
no legal exemption under the
Right of Access to Information Act,

tered mail, also went Accountant General Pakistan
red mail, . to ensure i

atl
anq no represenfative aPLeAred  with the order. Notices have been

Commission, in its order dated
December 12, 2024, expressed dis-
satisfaction with the Registrar's
conduct, stating that sufficient
opportunities were given to com-
ply with the law. The Registrar's
failure to respond, appear, or fur-
nish the required information was
deemed a willful obstruction of the

issued to these authorities to sub-
‘mit compliance reports by the next
hearing, scheduled for January 15,
2025.The Pakistan Information
Commission reaffirms its commit-
ment to upholding the principles
of transparency and accountability
as enshrined in the Right of Access
to Information Act, 2017.

the rise unjusti-

fiable. Criticizing the

PMDC, Senator Palwasha
stated that it had failed to
regulate these colleges
effectively, facilitating
the exploitative fee struc-
ture.Registrar PMDC, Dr.
Shaista Faisal, explained
that while the PMDC has
been empowered under
the 2023 Act to regulate
medical college fees, it
had limited enforcement
capabilities in prior years.
She highlighted a 2012
mandate where PMDC
had set a fee cap of Rs. 5
lakh per annum with a 5%
annual increase, but this
‘was not adequately pro-
tected by law.Despite its
recent empowerment, the
PMDC failed to provide
sufficient details on its
enforcement actions post-
2023. Addressing these
concerns, Special
Secretary NHSR&C Mirza
Nasir ud din Mashud
informed the Sub-
Committee that Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif
had formed a committee
to determine reasonable
fee structures for private
medical colleges. The Sub-
Committee, in a firm
stance, recommended

reimbursement of exorbi-
tant fees to the affected
parents and restrained
private colleges from col-
lecting next year's fees
until the issue is resolved.
Additionally, the PMDC
was directed to scrutinize
audit reports of these col-
leges to ensure trans-
parency.Citizens  were
encouraged to confiden-
tially report grievances
related to private medical
colleges by contacting the
Sub-Committee at Room
No. 2, Parking Area, C-
Block, Senate Standing
Committee on
Information Technology
a n d
Telecommunications, G-5
Islamabad, or by calling
051-9223955. The meeting
was attended by Senators
Syed Masroor Ahsan, Dr.
Muhammad Humayun
Mohmand, Special
Secretary NHSR&C Mirza
Nasir ud din Mashud,
Registrar PMDC  Dr.
Shaista Faisal, and other
senior officials.

Under training ANF
officers visit Safe City

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: A delega-
tion of under training
Assistant Directors and
Inspectors from the Anti-
Narcotics Force (ANF) vis-
ited Safe City Islamabad
on Friday.

Deputy Director tech-
nical Safe City welcomed
the delegation, a public
relations officer told APP.

He said that the dele-
gation visited the com-
mand-and-control center,
the data hub unit, mod-
emn technology-equipped
cameras, and the police
operations center hall.
They were fully briefed
about the procedures and
advantages of this pro-
ject. Under training ANF
officers visit Safe City

Furthermore, the stu-

dent delegation was
informed that Safe City
Islamabad is playing a sig-
nificant role in various
departments through
modern techniques,
including the Police
Operations Center,
Emergency Control
Center, Data Hub Unit,
Dispatch Control Center,
E-Challan System, and
the “Pucar-15" helpline.
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Experimenting
with democracy

Ie of the seasons in Pakistan is the season

of ‘national government’ - a time when

everyone suddenly and without any prompt
starts talking about a ‘national government’ that
will change the course of Pakistani politics and
democracy and fix everything. Just as suddenly, the
season shifts as well. We are currently experiencing
National Government Season - emblematic of a trou-
bled political system. From speculative statements
by politicians to lofty suggestions by analysts, the
idea always seems to generate considerable buzz.
This time too it has the usuals propping it up as a
solution. Most dismiss it as wishful thinking by
those left out of the corridors of power, as well as a
calculated attempt to ‘test the waters' - which, to be
fair to Pakistan's politics, have never passed the
national government test. Here's a simple fact: a
national government is neither a solution to
Pakistan's current problems nor a viable way for-
ward, Proponents of the national government theo-
ry argue that it is necessary to resolve the political
tensions that have gripped the country since the no-
confidence vote against former prime minister
Imran Khan two years ago. They believe that
Pakistan's precarious political climate demands a
government that includes representatives from all
major political parties, including the PTI1, and that
such a setup would de-escalate tensions and pave
the way for fresh elections. Critics nghlly point out
the fund 1 flaws in this app: . There is no
evidence to suggest that a national government
would succeed where others have failed. On the con-
trary, such an arrangement risks further entrench-
ing the hybrid governance model that has under-
mined Pakistan's democratic institutions.

ARf Mehmood

Judiciary farm

Abdul Moiz Jaferii
MONTH has passed since
the government altered the
scheme and practice of the
superior judiciary via the 26th
Amendment to the Constitution.

These amendments were first
attempted in the dark of the night,
without sharing even a draft of
how our social contract was to be
altered. How a parliamentary pick-
and-drop service was run by the
hybrids and championed by their
minions has already been com-
mented on extensively.

We were told that this was in

part to protect the democratic pro-
cess from maverick judges. We
were told these changes were nec-
essary, and would allow for a
streamlining of all judicial deci-
sion-making, reduce delays and
pendencies in courts and help the
judges focus on their jobs rather
than the distractions of political
activism. We were told that these
amendments weren't the empire
simply striking back when it found
a willing individual in the chief
justice’s seat, but a necessary bal-
ancing of an oft-perverted situa-
tion of power that the judiciary had
created through arbitrariness and
excess.
Consider, then, the state of the
judiciary after the amendments
made in its structure have been
allowed to take root.

The ‘constitutional bench’ of
the Supreme Court has been assem-
bled without any reasoning given
as to why the members picked
made the cut and why those
ignored did not. The arbitrary
power of the chief justice in mak-
ing benches, the structuring of
which this amendment was
deemed necessary, has been
replaced by the arbitrary power of
the executive to constitute the
benches. Introduced into the mix is
the inherent conflict of interest
that the government is choosing
which senior judges get to decide
cases in which by far the most fre-
quent respondent is the govern-
ment itself.

Consider the state of the judi-
ciary after the amendments have
been allowed to take root.

On the competence and effi-

ciency front, these constitutional
benches have worked for more
than 30 days and are yet to author a
judgement longer than 3o lines, or
to list the most important constitu-
tional guestions, including those
asked of the amendments that gave
rise to rheir existence. The appeals
against the military trials of civil-
ians wait, with people behind bars
despite a Supreme Court judge-
ment declaring their incarceration
illegal, whilst the new constitu-
tional judges are busy hearing suo
motu cases where the litigants are
dead, or regime policies, under
challenge now, are reversed or ren-
dered redundant.

On the judicial activism front,
the constitutional judges have
remarked that they continue to
enjoy suo motu powers. We have to
rely on the reporting of their
remarks because, on the trans-
parency front, livestreaming of
these proceedings are currently not
available, although it is an estab-
lished position that access of the
public via livestreaming in matters
involving fundamental constitu-
tional questions is mandatory.
‘When it comes to appointing more
judges, things aren't looking bet-
ter. Lawyers are nominated for ele-
vation to the respective superior
courts, The Judicial Commission is
then made to realise by the coun-
try’s senior-most judge that the
very amendment to the
Constitution by which it itself is
born contains an express command
to create a set of rules of procedure,
including a structure for criteria
for judges’ appointment.

So the appointments are put off
until the rules can be framed to
measure the candidates against.

How seriously this process of
rule-making is being taken — as
the one way to end arbitrary
appointments — is best exempli-
fied by the timelines given by the
Judicial Commission. The deadline
afforded to all members to submit
names of possible candidates to the
judiciary for consideration falls
before the date on which the rules
are to be finalised. In this first
round, we seem to be replacing the
arbitrary method of judicial nomi-
nation with a nomination by
roulette. Pick people who you think

will meet the standard which we
will later set for them. Meanwhile,
why doesn’t everycne throw in a
few names and let’s spin the wheel
a bit?

Meanwhile, the country's
senior-most judge, who has
worked for over a year on develop-
ing the rules and standards by
which judges ought to be appoint-
ed, and who has headed a commit-
tee which finalised such a set of
rules and submitted them to the
last chief justice for approval, has
been left out of the committee now
nominated by the Judicial
Commission to make rules, which
will come after the nominations of
the would-be judges measured
against those rules.

The effects of the amendment
to end judicial arbitrariness are
Dest exemplified by the happenings
in the Sindh High Court. Once the
Sindh Assembly triggered provin-
cial constitutional benches, the
Judicial Commission met and voted
to ignore the top eight judges of
the court when constituting the
benches.

The vote passed only because
two Supreme Court constitutional
‘bench members in the commission
voted in favour of the executive's
recommendation, against the vote
of the province's chief justice, who
is best placed to make such a deter-
mination, and against their own
chief justice (of Pakistan). No rea-
sons were given by any on the com-
mission as to why this decision was
made and why these judges were
ignored.

Meanwhile, the head of the
constitutional bench in the
Supreme Court needed an extra
judge to hear the military trials
case, and because the amendment
Tequires provincial seniority to be
respected, he was to pick the next
senior-most judge in line. He did
not, skipping the next two judges
from Punjab to replace Justice
Ayesha Malik. No reasons were
given as to how this could be done,
or why the need was felt in the first
place.

Already slow-crawling cases
have ground to a halt.

To scratch an itchy spot, we
have cut off an arm.

Courtesy Dawn

Life in a
‘posh’ area

Omar Quraishi

Tl most ‘posh’ neighbourhoods in Pakistan - and in

particular in Karachi - residents must often do

things on their own and pay for them even while
they pay taxes and other charges for these very ser-
vices.

Everyone in Karachi is billed monthly for water,
but many never get this water. Instead, they pay for
water through expensive tankers and the cost can run
into tens of thousands every month for a household of
6-8 people plus domestic help. Some areas get water
for 1-2 hours every 10-12 days and many don’t get even
adrop.

The most obvious question is that if there’s enough
water to be supplied through water tankers then why
can’t it be supplied through the piped network? And
the answer to that is that yes there should be enough
water to supply to all city residents (after all, they are
billed every month for water supply to their homes)
but it is wilfully diverted by a cabal of greedy officials,
politicians, policemen, and other important and pow-
erful members of society. And this happens because
on an annual scale, the profits of controlling Karachi’s
residential water supply, or at least partially control-
ling, is a multi-billion rupee enterprise and in this
each player - from bottom to the top - has a cut.

And who pays? Karachi's hapless residents. And
there’s not much by way of protest, presumably
because most of these people - who also pay monthly
water charges to the city's water authority - are able to
afford paying thousands extra every month for water
tankers. Only when the political leadership itself
turns off the hydrants that supply water to Karachi's
tanker mafia will this matter be fixed and this relent-
less robbery of residents come to an end. Then there is
the matter of security: many residents in these ‘posh’
areas have security guards at their homes, or even
offices. They also take these security guards whenever
they need to step out of their homes. The result is
often men dressed in civvies sitting in the open back of
a Vigo brandishing weapons (which violates a law
against the display of weapons in public by anyone
other uniformed police or law enforcement person-
nel). Many people have private security guards even
though the Sindh Police (and through it the Karachi
police) gets the largest chunk of funds from the annu-
al provincial budget.

Then take the case of basic street cleaning and
garbage collection, While there are some areas that do
have a reasonably functional garbage collection sys-
tem, they are the exception and not the rule as far as
the city of Karachi is concerned. You often see debris
lying around - in many cases caused by roadwork car-
ried out by the municipal agency - but when residents
ask that it be picked up the requests are ignored for
months,

Courtesy The News
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Chinese embassy holds
CPEC’s outstanding Pakistani
staff awarding ceremony

JAVED KAHN

ISLAMABAD: The Embassy of China
in Pakistan on Friday organized the
awarding ceremony for outstand-
staff of China
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)

ing Pakistani

projects to recognize 43

from different projects who have
contributed to the CPEC construc-
tion. Addressing the ceremony,
Chinese Ambassador Jiang Zaidong
emphasized that we should look at
reality, trends and prospects, and
strengthen our confidence in prac-
tical cooperation between the two
countries, especially the CPEC con-
struction.Chinese embassy holds
CPEC’s outstanding Pakistani staff
awarding ceremony. He said, “We
have favorable opportunities for
the development of our two coun-
tries. The continued recovery of the

persons

of the two countries has
created new opportunities and
injected new impetus into our pro-
motion of practical cooperation,
especially the CPEC construction.”
The ambassador said, “We have
high-level strategic guidance from
the two countries. The important
instructions and consensus of the
leaders of the two countries have
provided us with fundamental
guidance and enhanced confidence
in promoting high-quality joint
construction of the CPEC.”
ng Zaidong said, “We have a
solid foundation for cooperation
between the two countries. The
fruitful results achieved in coopera-
tion between the two countries,
especially in the CPEC, have laid a
solid foundation and provided
important support for building an

projects

upgraded version of the CPEC.”

He said, “We are ready to work
with Pakistan to draw the blueprint
of the CPEC to the end,
high-guality development with
high-level
quantitative growth with gquality
improvement, and coordinate the
advancement of major landmark

coordinate

security, coordinate

with the construction of

“small but beautiful” livelihood
projects,
traditional fields with cooperation
in emerging fields,
“upgraded version” of the CPEC,
and write a new chapter of prag-
matic cooperation, building a clos-
er China-Pakistan community with
a shared future in the new era, and
continuously enriching the vivid
practice of high-quality joint con-
struction of the Belt and Road”.

coordinate cooperation in

create an

DING CEREMONY

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning & Development Ahsan Igbal along with Chinese Ambassador Mr
Ziadong,

their

Mr Jiang
¥ awalﬂedmmﬂwornngonmechma -Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) at the Chinese Embassy for
to the success of the initiative,

Rana Tanveer pralses KSrelief
for food basket distribution in
Pakistan’s remote communities

MOHSIN ALI
ISLAMABAD: Minister
for National Food

Security and Research,
Rana Tanveer Hussain on
Friday lauded the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
for its unwavering
humanitarian  efforts
and contributions to
Pakistan at an event
marked the distribution
of food baskets to under-
privileged communities
in remote areas of the

country.

Addressing the
launch of latest food
security initiative in

Pakistan for 2024-2025,
organised by the King
Salman Humanitarian
Aid and Relief Center
(Ksrelief) here at the
Saudi Embassy, the min-
ister said, “It is indeed a
privilege and honor for
me to stand here today as
we gather for this noble
occasion, a testament to
the enduring spirit of
generosity and compas-
sion shared by the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
and Pakistan.”
Expressing his heart-
felt gratitude to the

Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques, King
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al
Saud, and Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman,
Rana Tanveer praised
their commitment to
global humanitarian
causes. He described
their benevolence as “a
shining example of
Islamic values and teach-
ings.”

The distribution of
food baskets, he noted,
would bring much-need-
ed relief to thousands of
families grappling with
poverty, malnutrition,
and food insecurity.
“These efforts resonate
deeply with Pakistan’s
vision of building an
inclusive and resilient

society where every indi-
vidual has access to basic
necessities of life,” he
said.

Highlighting the his-
toric ties between the
two brotherly nations,
the minister under-
scored the multifaceted
relationship based on
shared faith, culture,
and mutual respect. “In
times of joy and adversi-
ty, our two nations have
always stood shoulder to
shoulder, demonstrating
the strength of our
bond,” he remarked.

Rana Tanveer empha-
sized the importance of
such  initiatives in
addressing critical issues

faced by underprivileged
communities.

Terrorism claimed
924 lives, NA briefed
on 10-month data

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: The National
Assembly was briefed on
the 10-months data
regarding terrorism-relat-
ed incidents, highlighting
a surge in militant attacks
that claimed at least 924
lives, including those of
civilians and law enforce-
ment personnel, during
the period.

A total of 1,566 terror-
ist incidents were reported
during the first 10 months
of the ongoing year, while
counter-terrorism opera-
tions resulted in the
Kkilling of 341 terrorists.

This information was
disclosed by the Ministry
of Interior with the sub-
mission of details of casu-
alties and injuries in ter-
rorist attacks to the lower
house of the parliament.

As per the shared data,
at least 2,121 people faced
injuries in the terrorist
attacks recorded from
January to October.

Of the total casualties,
573 were members of the
law enforcement agencies
(LEAs), accounting for 62%
of total doms, and
1,353 LEAs were injured,

accounting for approxi-

mately 64% of total
injuries.
Meanwhile, 351 civil-

jans were also martyred
and 768 civilians were
injured. The data shows
that LEAs were the prima-
ry target of terrorists.
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa wit-
nessed a sharp rise in ter-
rorism with 948 incidents
claiming the lives of 583

people and left 1,375
injured.
Of these, 437 were

members of the LEAs, con-
stituting 74% of the total,
and 1,059 were m]uxed
constituting

Iranian Ambassador, Minister
discusses strengthemng
bilateral ties, trade

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador
of Iran to Pakistan, Reza
Amiri Moghadam, paid a
courtesy call on Federal
Minister for Privatization,
Investment Board and
Communications, Abdul
Aleemn Khan, here Friday to
discuss matters of mutual
mtmandlmatemuoope'r
ation, During the meeting,
both officials engaged in dis-
cussions on enhancing bilat-
eral relations between
Pakistan and Iran. The
meeting  discussed the
potential for increasing

1y 77% of the total injured.
The attacks also martyred
146 civilians and left 316
injured. In KP, the terror-
lsts mamly targeted the

|n Balochistan, 582 ter-
rorist attacks led to 307
martyrdoms and 644
injuries, Out of the total,
110 LEA personnel were
martyred, accounting for
35% of the total, while 263
were injured. Alongside
197 civilians also fell as
martyrs, representing 64%
of the total, with 381 civil-
ians injured.

trade and , as
well as the potential for
stronger cooperation in

areas like road infrastruc-
ture and trade corridors.
Minister Aleem Khan
emphasized the strong reli-
gious and historical ties that

bind Pakistan and Iran,
of further enhancing these
connections. He also
expressed Pakistan's desire
to continue strengthening
its relationship with Iran in
various sectors. “We must
work towards increasing
mﬂpﬂaﬂmhetwﬂenﬂ)etwﬂ
countries in all fields, and
address any obstacles hin-
dering trade and invest-

improving economy nrfers
amactive opportunities for
foreign investments, adding
that both nations could ben-
efit from sharing experi-

transportation sector and
the challenges that need two

be addressed on priority.

BISP, Nestle Pakistan discuss
expands economic empowerment
measures for deserving women

PEAK POINT

IT sector key to economic
growth: Finance Minister

ARSHAD MALIK

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Finance and
Revenue, Senator
Muhammad Aurangzeb
here on Friday under-
scored the IT sector’s criti-
cal role as a rapidly grow-
ing industry contributing
to Pakistan's economic
growth. “The IT sector has
the potential to be a cor-
mnerstone of foreign
exchange generation
through exports remit-
tances. A collaborative
approach, consistent poli-
cies, and targeted reforms
are essential to unleash its
full potential and repatri-
ation of foreign earn-

ings,” he stated while
chairing a high-level
meeting of the Prime
Minister’s Committee on
IT Export Remittances.
The meeting was con-
vened to explore ways for
boosting the flow of IT

export remittances,
which are crucial for
Pakistan’s economic

growth and digital econo-
my, said a press release
issued by finance min-
istry. The meeting was
attended by Minister of
State for IT & Telecom Ms,
Shaza Fatima Khawaja;
Advisor to the Finance
Minister, Khurram
Schehzad; Chairman FBR;
Governor SBP; CEO

Pakistan Software Export
Board (PSEB); Secretary
and Special Secretary IT &
Telecom; Member IT &
Telecom; and senior offi-
cials from the Finance
Division.

The meeting high-
lighted the sector's oppor-
tunities and challenges,
focusing on improving
the ease of capital move-
ment to boost IT export
remittances.

Participants  noted
that while IT exports are
steadily increasing, a sub-
stantial portion of rev-
enue remains unremit-
ted. Discussions empha-
sized the need for simpli-
fied procedures, consis-

tent tax exemptions for
freelancers, and address-
ing issues related to
remote workers classifica-
tion and small IT firms to
create a more favorable
environment for IT busi-
nesses to remit their earn-
ings back into the coun-
try, It was noted that
Pakistan is home to 2.32
million freelancers, con-
tributing 15% of IT
exports, yet only 38,000
hold bank accounts.
While 500 new accounts
are being opened weekly,
as par SBP data, retaining
these account holders and
encouraging others to fol-
low the course is of crucial
importance.

318 Pakistanis
Teturn to
Islamabad from
war-torn Syria

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Under the
directives of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
318 Pakistani citizens
stranded in war-torn
Syria were successfully
evacuated and brought
back to Pakistan via a
special chartered flight.
The flight, operated by a
private Georgian airline,
departed from Beirut and
landed at Islamabad
International Airport on
December 13 at 1:15 am.
Pakistan's ambassador to
Lebanon, Salman Athar,
along with the embassy
staff, personally saw off
the at Beirut

— T

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, chairs a high-level
‘meeting of the Prime Minister’s Committee on IT Export Remittances at the Finance Division.

Airport. The evacuees
included pilgrims and
other citizens caught in
Syria amid the ongoing
conflict. their

ISLAMABAD;  Around
3,500 BISP beneficiaries
are currently working as
sales agents in 29 districts
across the country under
the partnership between
BISP and Nestle.

While additional s00
beneficiaries will be
included in the program
next yea

'J.'his was revealed dur-
ing a meeting of
Chairperson Benazir
Income Support
Programme (BISP),
Senator Rubina Khalid
and Secretary BISP, Amer
Ali Ahmad with the
Corporate Head of Nestle
Pakistan, Wagar Sheikh,
at the BISP Headquarters
on Friday

During the meeting,

- -~

~
—

Nestle Pakistan Manager,
Aatekah Mir Khan, pro-
vided a detailed briefing
on the ongoing partner-
ship between BISP and
Nestle.

Speaking on this occa-
sion, Senator Rubina
Khalid emphasized the
need to further expand
the scope of the existing
partnership between BISP
and Nestlé to create better
employment opportuni-
ties for BISP's deserving
women,

She underscored the
importance of increasing
the number of women in
the Women’s Financial
Inclusion Program to
ensure that more women
can benefit from this ini-
tiative.

In response, Nestle
Corporate Head Wagar
Sheikh assured that soo
additional beneficiaries
will be included in the
program next year.

Senator Rubina Khalid
directed BISP officers to
collaborate with the
Nestle team to develop a
strategy for launching
new initiatives aimed at
women'’s economic
empowerment, with the
goal of initiating the pilot
phase soon.

Govt will not reject PTI’s
offer for negotiations,
says Sanaullah

el i PEAK POINT

arrival in

Planning Minister Ahsan | ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Igbal, along with offi- | Muslim League-Nawaz
cials from the Prime | (PML-N) leader Rana
Minister's Office, | Sanaullah on Friday
Ministry of Forelgn revealed that the govern-
Affairs, Ministry of | ment has not yet received

Overseas Pakistanis, and
the National Disaster
Management Authority
(NDMA), warmly
received the returnees, A
special assistance desk
was also set up, and
refreshments were
arranged to ensure the
comfort of the passen-
gers. Out of approxi-
mately 2,000 Pakistanis
residing in Syria, over
700 are married and liv-
ing there with their fam-
ilies.

To date, 475
Pakistanis, including 250
visitors and 20 students

and teachers, have
crossed into Lebanon
from Syria.

a formal message from
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) on initiating the
process of dialogue
despite the rival party's
claims of having formed
a negotiations commit-
tee. In a bid to create an
"atmosphere of reconcili-
ation" and defuse pre-
vailing political tensions
in the country amid PTI's
civil disobedience threat,
the former ruling party
and the government
reportedly agreed to use
parliamentary forum for
negotiation.

For the task, the
Imran Khan-founded
party has also formed a
five-member negotiation

committee comprising
Omar Ayub Khan, Ali
Amin Gandapur,

Sahibzada Hamid Raza,
Salman Akram Raja and
Asad Qaiser.

However, the party
has allegedly failed to
formally communicate to
the government in this
regard.

Criticising the politi-
cal rival for this reason,
the adviser to Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Political Affairs said
that PTI's stance towards
the government is still
the same: "Why should
we engage in talks with

you?"

The former minister's
remarks came during a
discussion on the poten-
tial dialogue between the
government and PTI.

Sanaullah reiterated
that the PML-N has
always favoured resolu-
tion of issues through
talks, recalling that the
party even proposed a
“Charter of Economy"
when it was in the oppo-
sition.

He assured that PML-
N would not reject any
message for dialogue
from PTI.

“If PTI reaches out, we
will not refuse to
engage,” he added, not-
ing that efforts were
made to contact PTI
before their "final call.”

He, however, clari-
fied that discussions had
not included the offer of
the release of PTI
founder.
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