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Govt saved Rs 1.1 trillion through

talks with IPPs: Awals Legharl

ARIF MEHMOOD KHAN

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Power Division Sardar
Awais  Ahmed Khan
Leghari on Thursday said
that the government has
saved Rs 1.1 trillion
through negotiations with
Independent Power
Producers (IPPs).
Addressing at the con-
cluding ceremony of 4th
International Hydropower
Conference jointly orga-
nized by Energy Updates

with collaboration of
Private Power
Infrastructure Board

(PPIB), WAPDA and other
stakeholders, the minister
said that the government
and 1PPs  mutually
renewed the contracts in

the interest of Pakistan.
He said that people
«could not longer afford to
pay the electricity bills and
the government was gumg
to revamp the entire
‘power sector, “We are also
restructuring  National
Transmission
Despatch
(NTDC),” he added.
Elaborating, the gov-
ernment reforms in power
sector, he said that there
has been a significant
teduction in the losses of
distribution companies.
From July to November
2023, these losses amount-
ed to Rs 223 billion, which
decreased to Rs 170 billion
during the same period in
2024, he said. He said out
of total 10 Board of

Directors (BoDs) of Power completely revamped and

Distribution Companies
(DISCOs), eight have been

not a single induction was
made on political basis. He

said that the gﬁvemnient
was rteviewing various
taxes included in electrici-

ty bills to provide maxi-
mum relief to the con-
sumers, Terming uniform
tariff for the entire coun-
try as major challenge, he
said transfer the burden of
one company to another is
unfair, he said. He said a
competitive  electricity
market will be launched in
March, where market
forces would determine
power tariff, and the gov-
ernment would play only a
facilitating role.

The minister said that
the demand for solar solu-
tions was increasing due
o the high cost of electric-
ity. An additional 10,000
to 12,000 MW is likely to
be added to the system
under net metering in the
country.

Ahsan chairs preparatory meetin

President’s upcommg visit to Pakistan

SAMRA ATHAR

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Planning, Development
and Special Initiatives
Professor Ahsan Igbal on
Thursday chaired a meet-
ing of the committee,
constituted by the Prime
Minister to enhance
bilateral cooperation and
trade between Pakistan
and Indonesia.

“The meeting was
held in preparation for
the first official visit of
Indonesian  President
Prabowo Subianto to
Pakistan,” a news release
said.

Senior officials from

the Ministries of

Planning, Commerce,
Finance, and Foreign
Affairs, as well as the
Secretary of the Special
Investment Facilitation
Council (SIFC), attended
the meeting, which was
also joined by Pakistan’s
Ambassador to Indonesia
via video link.
participants
deliberated on proposals
to strengthen coopera-
tion and boost trade
between the two coun-
tries in various sectors.
Highlighting the sig-
nificance of the
Indonesian President’s
visit, Ahsan Igbal said:
“This landmark visit will
open new avenues for

trade and cooperation,
further strengthening
bilateral relations
between Pakistan and
Indonesia.”

The minister directed
the relevant authorities

to formulate concrete
proposals to enhance
trade relations, empha-
sizing the need to strate-
gically target the
Indonesian market to
showcase Pakistani prod-

ucts effectively and foster
stronger ties between the
people of both countries.

He stressed the impor-
tance of promoting col-
laboration in education,
health, information tech-
nology and tourism, sug-
gesting the provision of
scholarships in IT and
healthcare sectors for
students from both coun-
tries to facilitate mutual
learning and capacity
building.

Lauding Indonesia’s
cultural diversity, Ahsan
Igbal remarked,
“Indonesia has success-
fully integrated its cul-
tural diversity into a uni-
fied identity. We can

g for Indonesian

learn from their model.”

He also appreciated
Indonesia’'s exemplary
Hajj management and
suggested  leveraging
their expertise to improve
Pakistan's  pilgrimage
arrangements.

The minister instruct-
ed the ministries con-
cerned to finalize all pro-
posals and actions ahead
of the Indonesian
President's visit to ensure
meaningful outcomes.

This visit marks a sig-
nificant milestone in
strengthening economic,
cultural, and people-to-
people ties between the
two nations.

Apex Court

KOMAL BUTT

ISLAMABAD: The
Supreme Court's consti-
tutional bench raised
critical questions about
the trial of civilians
involved in the May 9
events, specifically the
basis for sending certain
suspects to military
courts while others being
tried in anti-terrorism
courts (ATCs),

seven-member

The
constitutional  bench,
headed by Justice

Aminuddin Khan and
also including Justices
Jamal Khan Mandokhail,
Muhammad Ali Mazhar,
Syed Hassan Azhar Rizvi,
Musarrat Hilali, Naeem

Akhtar Afghan  and
Shahid Bilal Hassan,
resumed the hearing ol‘
the case regarding the
trial of civilians in mili-
tary courts.

During the proceed-
ings, Ministry of Defence
counsel Khawaja Haris
argued that the interpre-
tation of Article 233,
which pertained to the
suspension of fundamen-
tal rights during an emer-
gency, was incorrect
when the decision to con-
duct military trials for
civilians was made.

He emphasised that
fundamental rights could
only be suspended under
an emergency, as was the
case during the tenure of

uestions ‘selective
military trials’ of May O suspects

Gen Pervez Musharraf.
Justice Muhammad
Ali Mazhar countered,
stating that this case
does not involve the sus-
pension of fundamental
rights. He pointed out

that during Musharraf's
era, rights were suspend-
ed due to a lack of the
right to appeal.

Justice Aminuddin
Khan raised the issue of
whether an emergency

had been declared in this
case, prompting Justice
Mazhar to clarify that the
suspension of fundamen-
tal rights required an
emergency to be in place.

Justice Musarrat
Hilali also pointed out
that, in the present case,
the fundamental rights
of the accused were not
suspended, nor was an
emergency declared when
the individuals were
taken into military cus-
tody. Justice Musarrat
Hilali asked who deter-
mined the jurisdiction for
trials in military courts
and how the differentia-
tion was made between
cases that proceed in ATCs
and those sent to military

courts. Justice
Muhammad Ali Mazhar
noted that all suspects
from the May 9 incidents
were booked under simi-
lar FIRs and questioned
why some were subjected
to military trials while
others faced ATCs. Justice
Naeem Akhtar Afghan
asked whether there was
any ATC order transfer-
ring suspects to military
courts and demanded
clarity on the process for
taking suspects into mili-
tary custody.

Justice Jamal
Mandokhail sought an
explanation of the princi-
ples and procedures fol-
lowed to determine the
jurisdiction of cases.

SBP governor says

policy rat

e to come

down in phases

PEAK POINT

KARACHI: State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) Governor
Jamil Ahm; s sai

the policy rate would come

down in phases,
Addressing an  event
organised by the

Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FPCCI) in
Karachi on Thursday, the
SBP governor said the
inflation target was
cted to Temain from
five to seven percent this
financial year (FY).
informed that in
December 2024, the coun-
try’s current account was
in surplus and would
remain  in_ surplus
throughout the current

FY. He said that now there
were no restrictions on
imports by the banks.

The SBP governor said
the pace of inflation is
expected to lower further
in January, followed by
fluctuations over the next
4-5 months. Ahmad
declared that the country
is positioned “to fully
resume economic activi-
ty”, Jamil Ahmad noted
that the inflation rate
decreased significantly
from 38% to 4.1% Teco
in December 2024. He said
as per the SBP assessment,
by the end of 2023, infla-
tion is expected to stabilise
within the target of 5-7%,
which is within the State
Bank and government’'s
‘medium-term target.

Omar Ayub seeks
immediate meeting
with Imran Khan

HUMA REHAN

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader
Omar Ayub dared the gov-
ernment to arrange a meet-
ing with the party founder
Imran Khan if it actually
has the power. Talking to
media at  Islamabad
Judicial cmnplmc, the oppo-
sition leader in National
Assembly said that the gov-
ernment isn't allowing the

PTI leaders to meet lmran
Khan. “We were told that
arranging a meel:mg with
Imran Khan isn't included
in the jail manual,” said
Omar Ayub. He 5aid that
PTI only wants formation

of judicial commission to
probe the events of May 9
and Nov 26 and immediate
release of all the political
workers, Earlier, National
Assembly Speaker Sardar
Ayaz Sadlq expressed
regret over allegations
from PTI leaders, defend-
ing his role in facilitating
talks between the govern-
ment and opposition.
Addressing crmclsm
mga.rdmg his a]legecl inac-
tion in arranging a meet-
ing with the PTI founder,
the Speaker clarified that
facilitating such meetings
does not fall under his
mandate or responsibili-

Presidency

denies

fake appointment
notification

JAVED KHAN

ISLAMABAD: The
Presidency on Thursday
denied a fake notification
circulating on social
media regarding the
appointment of a person
named Dr. Sohail Anjum
to Grade 21 post in the
President House.

In an official state-
ment, the Presidency
clarified that no such
position existed in grade
21 or otherwise.

Furthermore, the
Establishment Division
has confirmed that no
individual named Dr.
Sohail Anjum had been
appointed to any post in
the President House.

The statement also
pointed at that Dr. Sohail
Anjum had allegedly gone
as far as printing fake
business cards falsely
identifying himself as the
Personal Secretary to the
Secretary General of the
Presidency — a ition
that, as clarified, did not
exist.

The Presidency under-
scored its commitment to
transparency and integri-
ty in all officer appoint-
ments.

It has referred the
matter to the Federal
Investigation Agency
(FI1A) for a thorough inves-
tigation into the creation
and dissemination of the
fake notification.

Pakistan urges dlalogue to lower tensions
following North Korea’s latest missile launch

AY A REHAN
ISLAMABAD: Voicing
concern  over North

Korea's latest launch of a
ballistic missile, Pakistan
has called for diplomatic
engagement and dialogue
to address the challenges
confronting the Korean
Peninsula, the Associated
Press of Palusm report-
ed.

North  Korea on
Monday fired a missile as
US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken visited
South Korea, where he
warned Pyongyang was
working ever more closely
with Russia on advanced
space technology.

Blinken's trip came as
investigators were trying
to arrest conservative
President Yoon Suk Yeol,
who has entrenched him-
self in his residence after
being impeached for a
failed attempt to impose
martial law

“We strongly support
the calls for revival of
talks among the relevant
parties,” Ambassador
Munir Akram, perma-
nent representative of
Pakistan to the United
Narions, told the UN
Security Council today,
which met two days after
North Korea fired off
what Pyongyang
described as a new type of
intermediate-range
hypersonic ballistic mis-
sile (IRBM) loaded with a
Thypersonic glide vehicle.

Ambassador Akram
called these develop-
ments “detrimental to
regional and internation-
al peace and security”. He
added that Pakistan sup-
ported the objective of
denuclearisation in the
Korean peninsula, the
implementation of the
relevant UN Security
Council resolutions, and
the goals of global non-
proliferation and disar-

mament.

“Provocations such as
missile tests on the one
hand — and coercive
actions and threats on
the other — must be
ended,” the Pakistani
envoy said. “Pakistan
opposes any further
nuclear weapons testing

in Korea or elsewhere.”
In this  regard,
Ambassador Akram
called on all parties to
exercise restraint and not
escalate existing ten-
sions, urging the Security

Council to  consider
adopting some
Confidence Building

Measures by the parties

to reduce tensions.
Pakistan, he added,

remains committed to

working within the
framework established by
the United Nations reso-
lutions to promote peace
and stability on the
Korean peninsula. “We

hope that the Security
Council will find ways of
reviving the dialogue and
playing its due role in
reducing tensions and
threats to peace and secu-
rity in the region.

Opening the debate, a
senior UN official warned
that North Korea has
been actively working
towards acquiring new
military capabilities that
undermine the global
non-proliferation archi-
tecture.

“While stating that
the launch had no nega-
tive impact on the securi-
ty of neighbouring coun-
tries, (Pyongyang) regret-
tably did not issue
airspace or maritime
safety notifications,”
said Khaled Khiari,
Assistant Secretary-
General for Middle East,
Asia and the Pacific,
Departments of Political
and Peacebuilding Affairs
and Peace Operations.

According to  the
country’s official state-
ment, the system can
“deal a serious military
strike to a rival by effec-
tively breaking any of its
dense defensive barri-
ers”, he said, adding that
hypersonic glide vehicles
travel at least five times
the speed of sound and
make evasive

impact on the neighbour-
ing countries security.

He further pointed
out that — despite the
civilian death toll in Gaza
— the United States
embellishes Israel’s
nefarious mass atrocities
as “the right to self-
defence”.

Meanwhile, it takes

vies, making defence
measures against the
weapon much more diffi-
cult.

For his part, North
Korean Ambassador Song
Kim stressed that the
test-fire of a new-type
intermediate-range
hypersonic ballistic mis-
sile is part of the plan to
develop national defence
capabilities to enhance
the sustainability of the
strategic deterrent, in
conformity with the
changing security envi-
ronment of the region., As
such, it had no negative

issue with gyang's
legitimate exercise of the
right to self-defence, he
observed, rejecting such
“nuclear blackmail”.

If “physical conflict”
is created on the
Peninsula due to “the
reckless mania kicked up
by the United States and
the Republic of Korea
(South  Korea)”, the
Council should be held
accountable for criminal-
izing the just exercise of
his country’s sovereign
right by applying double
standards, Ambassador
Song asserted. Additional
input from AFP.
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PCB unvells domestic crlcket

schedule for 2025 season

ARIF MEHMOOD KHAN

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) on
Thursday unveiled sched-
ule of the men's domestic
cricket tournaments for
the 2025 season with three
first-class  tournaments
including the ongoing
President’s Trophy Grade I.
Apart from the red-ball,
focus will also be placed on
white-ball tournaments,
which include one so-over
List-A event, three T20 and
one non-first-class three-
day tournament.
Development cricket has
seen some exciting changes
as well with the introduc-
tion of the U15 and Uiy
tournaments, and the
Champions Uig One-Day
Cup and three-day Trophy.
These three events will
serve as a clear pathway for
aspiring and talented crick-

age-group and pathways
tournaments are set to take
place in 2025. This includes
a minimum of 131 first-
class, 37 5o-over List-A and
19 T20 matches,
Additionally, the club, age-
group, schools, colleges
and universities tourna-
ments are set to yield more
than 10,000 matches
across the country, further
creating opportunities for
emerging cricketers. The
18-team National T20 Cup
will take place in March
and will provide opportuni-
ties to players from 16
regions across Pakistan to
showcase their talent in
the shortest format.
President’s Trophy
GCrade-1I, the non-first-
class three-day -
tal tournament, will be
held in April and May,
which will be a battle-
ground for the depart-
ments vying for places in

A total of 21 domestic,

the 5o-over List-A and first-

class departmental tourna-

ments.

senior
The exciting Pakistan

Super League 10 will catch

the eye-balls in April and
M.ay, fcl]uwmg which the
domestic
events will come to a three-

time period, the PCB will
hold training, fitmess and
conditioning camps across
the 16 regions to get the

month halt. During this players ready for the

upcoming domestic tour-
naments, while also
preparing for the second
half of the year, which
again promises to be excit-

ing, competitive and chal-
lenging.

‘Quaid-e-Azam Trophy
and the Champions Cup -
the two premier first-class
tournaments - are set to
take place in September
and October. These events
will provide the players
‘opportunities to perform in
ted-ball matches and
strengthen their claims for
places in the Pakistan Test
side,

The s50-over List-A tour-
nament - President’s Cup
‘Grade-1 - is slotted for the
November-December win-
dow, which will be fol-
lowed by the second edition
of the Champions Tzo Cup.
The Champions Cup One-
Day tournament will be
played in January 2026,

‘On the age-group and
Pathways front, the PCB
has reassessed the U13 and
ui6 categories and
relaunched them as Uis
and U1y to maximise the

participation of teenagers
in the national tourna-
ments. The decision also
aims at nurturing the tal-
ent early and to provide the

gsters with plenty of
time in their respective
age-groups to grow and

emerge.
‘The National U1g Cup
will be contested between
18 regional teams in
September as the top per-
formers of the Inter-
District Uig players will
progress to  regional
academies and then take
part in this tournament.
After working their
way up from the Club and
District and Regional level,
the best of the best Uig
men's cricketers will be
assembled as part of the
inaugural five-team
Champions U19 Cup and
Trophy under the guidance
of the five mentors, which
is set to take place in
October and November.

ICC delegation visits National Bank Stadium
to assess Champlos Trophy preparatlons

PEAK POI

KARACHI: A six-member delega-
tion from the International
Cricket Council (ICC) visited the
National Bank Stadium on
Thursday to assess the ongoing
preparations for the upmmmg
Champions Trophy 2025 in
Pakistan.

The delegation, which includ-
ed key ICC officials, broadcasters
and logistics personnel, thor-
oughly reviewed the arrange-
ments at the venue.

The purpose of the visit was to
ensure that all necessary facilities
are in place for the tournament,
which is set to begin on February
19, 2025.

Usman Wahla, Director of
International Cricket at the
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB), pro-
vided the delegation with an

briefing on the development
works currently underway at the
stadium.

The deadline for completing
the required development works
at the National Bank Stadium is
set for January 25, 2025, ensuring
that everything is ready well
before the Champions Trophy
commences.

It is pertinent to mention that
the eight-team tournament,
comprised of 15 matches, will run
from February 19 to March 9,
across three venues - Karachi,
Lahore and Rawalpindi in
Pakistan and Dubai.

The eight teams are divided
inw_twa groups: Group A features
Pakistan, India, New Zealand,
Bangladesh, while Group B is
comprised of Afghanistan, South
Africa, England and Australia.

Hosts Pakistan will take on
New Zealand in the curtain raiser
on February 19 in Karachi, while
the blockbuster clash between
arch-rivals Pakistan and India is
scheduled for February 23 in
Dubai.

Darren Gou h returns as Lahore

Qalandars’

SEHRISH NAZ

LAHORE: Lahore
Qalandars have officially
announced the appoint-
ment of Iey
English  fast
Darren Gough as their
Head Coach for the
upcoming Pakistan Super
League (PSL) Season 10.

Gough, who previous-
ly had a successful stint
with the team during the
inaugural Clobal Super
League in 2024, guided
the Qalandars to the tour-
nament finals. His return
has reignited excitement
among fans as he aims to
lead the squad to their
first PSL title.

‘The 54-year-old brings
extensive experience from

I .
ment roles in cricket com-
mentary, coaching, and
his illustrious career as Management. .
England’s top ODI wicket- expressed his enthusi-
taker and his post-retire- asm, highlighting the

team's passion and his
determination to achieve
new heights with the
Qalandars.

Sameen Rana, Team

Director

Qalandars,
Gough's leadership and with the PCB confirming
expressing Gwadar as a key stop for
confidence in his ability the PSL 2025 Trophy Tour,

experience,

ead coach for PSL 10

to inspire the players for
PSL10.

In related news, the
Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) has heduled the

KOMAL BUTT

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan
cricket team’s opening bat-
ter Fakhar Zaman has
announced his full fitness,
stating that he will be in
action during the upcom-
ing Champions Trophy.

In an interview with a
private TV channel, Fakhar
revealed that many were
unaware he had been
unwell following the Tzo
World Cup. His poor
health prevented him
from being fully fit, which
is why he wasn't part of
the national team. He
explained that he skipped
tours to Australia and
South Africa to focus on
regaining fitness for the
Champions Trophy.
Fakhar emphasised that
preparing for the tourna-
ment was always on his
mind, as the Champions

Fakhar Zaman declares
full fitness, read
Champions Trophy

for

AT

Trophy marked a phenom-
enal start to his career, and
he is excited about the
upcoming editi

Speaking about Saim
Ayub, Fakhar expressed
hope and prayers for his
swift recovery. He praised
Saim as a talented crick-
eter who, if consistent over
the next 4-5 years, could
become one of the top play-

ers globally. Fakhar also
mentioned feeling fortu-
nate to be part of the team|
alongside Babar Azam and|
Mohammad Rizwan. He|
stated that while opening|
was his priority, he is will-
ing to adjust his batting|
position based on thel
team's ments, reaf-
firming that the team’s|
needs always come first.

PEAK POINT

PSL 10 draft for January 13
at Huzuri Bagh, Lahore.
The revised pick order
includes significant
changes to draft cate-

gories, streamlining
selections across
Platinum, Diamond,

Gold, and Silver tiers.
Lahore Qalandars hold
the first pick in the
Platinum 1 category.
Although originally
planned for Gwadar, the
Lahore draft was relocated due to
praised logistical challenges,

Pak-WI test series tickets
sale starts in Multan on today

JAVED KHAN

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) on Thursday
announced the sale of tickets for
the two test match series of the
Pakistan Men’s cricket team
against West Indies due to start
at the Multan Cricket stadium
from January 17.

The tickets will go on sale at
the 11 designated TCS centers in
Multan from January 10 (Friday),
a1z pm.

Fans can watch the action
free of cost from the First Class
(Wasim Akram and Elahi broth-
ers) and General (Hanif
Muhammad and  Mushtaq
‘Ahmed) enclosures of the Multan
Cricket Stadium throughout the
two Test matches from 17-29
January,

For both the Test matches,
tickets for the PCB Gallery

(Inzamam ul Hag) will be avail-
able for sale at just PKR 500, The
VIP enclosures, which include
Fazal Mahmood and Imran Khan
stands, will be accessible with
PKR 150 tickets.

Premium enclosures (Javed
Miandad and Zaheer Abbas) tick-
ets will be worth PKR 100 for
both the Tests.

may be bought from
the following TCS Express
Centres in Multan:

«Area Office

+Qazafi Chowk

+Gulgasht

=Mall Road

*Gulshan Market

«Bosan Road

*Wapda Town

+Mumtazabad

+Chungi No. 1

*Garden Town

*Chowk Rashidabad.

PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Minister
for Sports and Youth
|Affairs, Syed Fakhar
Jihan, has praised the
remarkable performance
of the province's female
[players in the US Junior
ISquash  Championship
jand assured that the
[provincial government
will fully support and
lencourage them. He
lawarded a cash prize of
Rs.500,000 to Mahnoor,
[who won the gold medal
in the US Squash Under-13
Junior Category, and
[Rs.200,000 to Seharish,
iwho won the bronze
medal.In this regard,on
[Thursday, both players
fhailing from the
[province, Mahnoor and
|Seharish, met with the
Provincial Minister at his

KP female players honoured for
remarkable performance in US
Junior Squas Champlonshlp

office. The Minister laud-
ed their performance at
the Junior Squash
Championship in the
United States and said
that they are a great asset
to both the province and
the country, as they are
making their mark inter-
nationally. He empha-
sized that the vision of
Chief Minister Khyber

A
Pakhtunkhwa Sardar Ali
Amin Khan Gandapur and|
Founder Chairman Imran
is to support athletes and
talent.He added that
efforts are being made to|
encourage talented play-
ers in every possible way.
The Minister extended his
best wishes for further|
success to Mahnoor and
Saharish in the future.

World Rugby Partners with STH
to Revolutionize faz experience

Hospitality (STH) to rede-
fine the premium fan
lexperience for the next
three men's and women's
[Rugby World Cups.The
ipartnership, which will
launch the "RWC
|[Experiences’ program,
laims to bring fans closer
to the action than ever
(before. The program will
offer a range of ticket-
inclusive packages for
[England zo25 (women),
| Australia 2027 (men), and
|Australia 2029

ZAHID YAQOOB (women).World Rugby
KHAWAJA Chief Executive Officer

i Alan Gilpin stated, “Fan
ISLAMABAD: World  ayperience is at the heart
[Rugby has announced an ¢ purpase to grow
exclusive with Tugby's 3 share by
Sports Travel & making it more accessible

and relevant., Our rela-
tionship with STH goes to
the heart of this purpose.
“The 'RWC Experiences'
program will combine
innovative travel and
hospitality solutions
with interactive fan-cen-
tered activities. Fans can
expect options spanning
travel, accommodation,
world-class dining, and
immersive cultural expe-
riences.STH Group Chief
Executive, Chris John,

added, "We are thrilled to
announce this new part-|
nership with World|
Rugby and our drive to|
redefine and deepen fan|
experiences for the next|
three Rugby World|
‘Cups."The partnership is|
part of World Rugby's|
strategy to grow the|
sport's relevance and|
accessibility. With men's|
and women's Rugby|
‘World Cups taking place|
in England, Australia,
and the USA, World|
Rugby has a transforma-|
tive runway of certainty|
and opportunity to drive|
new participation and
revenue opportunities.
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TCL Showcases Its Latest Display Innovations

TWIN CITIES

PD“L‘K P T
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and Breakthroughs Across Smart Devices

PEAK POINT

LAHO TCL, Pakistan's
No. 1 LED TV brand show-

display innovation is
highlighted by its flag-
ship TCL XuK QD-Mini
LED TV. This model rede-

cases a diverse range of
display technologies at
CES 2025. This includes
QD-Mini LED TVs, profes-
sional monitors, smart
projectors, and RayNeo
AR Glasses, Additionally,
TCL unveils its latest Al
advancements in new
product categories and a
comprehensive  smart
home ecosystem, under-
scoring its commitment
to providing smarter and
healthier lifestyles and

fines home entertain-
ment with over 13,000
local dimming zones,
delivering breathtaking
clarity and visual preci-
sion. Enhanced by TCL's
All-domain Halo Control
Technnlogy. it offers a
truly immersive viewing
Expenen:: bringing

frame to life with
vivid detail. To comple-
ment these visuals, TCL
has strategically part-
nered with Bang &

bespoke sound solution,
Audio by Bang & Olufsen,
which gives the users an
experience as captivating
as the visuals. This collab-
oration also extends to

R83 Professional Monitor
Series offers pixel-level

precision,

immersive gaming and

unveiling the immersive design and sustainability Voice Control allows for

experience. At the TCL
booth, the world’s largest
QD-Mini LED TV, the 115"
TCL QM8xnG (X055 MAX)
and the Q85 Soundbar are
the perfect companion for

creative excellence, These
products highlight TCL's
dedication to catering to
diverse consumer prefer-
ences, from expansive
TVs to sophisticated and
design-forward solu-
tions.As another high-
light, TCL's flagship TV
series is set to integrate
Google's Gemini model,
with plans to launch an
all-new Google TV with
Cemini capabilities in

inspiring greatness glob-
ally.TCL's leadership in

Olufsen, a leader in luxu-
ry audio, to deliver their

the TCL Azoo Series TV, a

large TVs with immersive

2025. TCL is also showcas-

home entertainment. TCL
also debuts innovative
products at CES zozs,
including the PLAYCUBE
Projector, redefining
portable projection, TCL
Al Me, the world's first
modular Al companion
robot, RayNeo X3 Pro
Smart Glasses usher in
the true AR era with built-
in computing power in a
compact, streamlined
design. Also, the brand

lighrfng its focus on sus-
tainable innovation. TCL
FreshIN 3.0

Conditioner redeﬂnes
cooling with features that
promote health, boost
energy efficiency, and
enhance convenience. Its
liftable Fresh Air Inlet
brings fresh outdoor air
in, removes odors, and
increases indoor oxygen
levels. The energy-saving
technology intelligently

and intelligent features with eco-friendly remote hands-free  operation
enhancing with the help of the controls made from recy- without an internet con-
Gemini model on its TV, cled tea leaves and card- nection. TCL's FREE
promising to transform board furniture, high- BUILT-IN Refrigerator

enhances kitchens with a
sleek, space-saving design
and advanced food preser-
vation, while the P68o
‘Washer-Dryer Set offers
stackable, compact solu-
tions with anti-wrinkle
technology for optimal
garment care.Essential to
TCL's green efforts is its
Smart Home Energy
Management ~ Solution
(HEMS), integrating solar
panels, energy storage,

sleek and stylish choice
with a premium audio

audie performance. For
gaming enthusiasts, the

ing an interactive demo
in a dedicated showroom,

showcases its commit-
ment to user-centric

adjusts the operation fre-
quency, while Smart

and heat pumps for effi-
cient energy use.

Standing Committee on Ener

Standing Committee Proposes Reforms for
MDCAT to Ensure Fairness in Medical Admissions

NADEEM TANOLI

ISLAMABAD: The Standing
Committee on National Health
Services,  Regulation, and
Coordination, chaired by Dr.
Mahesh Kumar Malani, convened
at the Pakistan Medical and
Dental Council (PMDC) to deliber-
ate on reforms for the Medical
and Dental College Admission
‘Test (MDCAT) and broader health
sector improvements. The meet-
ing emphasized the need for
transparency, efficiency, and
fairness in the MDCAT examina-
tion process, as well as address-
ing critical regulatory concerns in
healthcare.The committee dis-
cussed recurring issues in the

bers stressed the necessity of
ensuring accuracy from the out-
set to prevent past-exam Correc-
tions. The use of juvenile cards
for biometric verification was
proposed to prevent imperson-
ation during registration, along
with improving the registration
software to avoid errors.To decen-
tralize the process, the commit-
tee suggested that provinces be
granted greater autonomy in con-
ducting MDCAT exams, leaving
PMDC to oversee licensing exams.
This measure, the committee
argued, would eliminate incon-
sistencies arising from the cen-
tralization of MDCAT and lead to
a smoother and more equitable
process for aspiring medical stu-

exclusion, proposing they take
the exam in subsequent cycles to
maintain fairess. Legal consul-
tations on this matter will guide
the final decision.Prof. Dr.
Rizwan Taj, President of PMDC,
provided detailed startistics on
MDCAT 2024. He reported a total
of 167,772 registered candidates,
with the highest score of 199
achieved by one candidate. The
assessment, which saw participa-
tion from Pakistan, AJK, GB, and
international centers, reflected
significant competitiveness for
the limited 20,347 MBBS and BDS
seats in public and private insti-
tutions. Dr. Taj reassured that all
admitting universities had been
instructed to expedite the admis-

standardized question bank, and
mandating domicile-based exam
centers, Additionally, the
reforms aim to align the MDCAT
timeline with the declaration of
intermediate results to avoid
scheduling conflicts. A central-
ized committee and IT-based
solutions are being introduced to
improve exam transparency and

errors.The committee
also raised concerns about the
tegulation of mental health pro-
fessionals. Noting the rising
demand for psychulnglsts m
Pakistan,

Expresses Concern Over Electricity Issues

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: The
Standing Committee on
Energy (Power Division)
convened today at the
Parliament House under
the chairmanship of MNA
Mr. Muhammad Idrees.
The committee deliberat-
ed on various pressing
issues affecting electricity
consumers and proposed
several measures to
address  these  con-
cerns.The committee
expressed serious appre-

ed measures to regu]a(e the pro-
fession to ensure adherence to
international standards.The
Standing Committee affirmed its

hensions exces-
sive electricity billing and
directed the Ministry of
Energy (Power Division)
and the National Electric

charged under various
headings should be elimi-
nated to alleviate the
financial strain on con-
sumers. To  further
explore solutions, the
committee resolved to
invite NEPRA's chairman
to provide a comprehen-
sive briefing during its
next meeting.To curb
electricity theft and mini-
mize unnecessary load-
shedding, the committee
recommended that the
Ministry of Energy engage

with Independent Power
Producers (IPPs).
However, it urged the
ministry to take strict
measures to ensure that
the benefits of such
efforts are directly passed
on to the con-
sumers, Minister for
Energy, while briefing
the committee, reiterated
the government's com-
mitment to reducing the
financial burden on elec-
tricity users. He informed
the committee that

local rians in
surveys within their con-
stituencies, This coopera-
tive approach aims to
ensure better enforce-
ment against illegal activ-

tely 70% of tube
wells have been converted
to solar energy and that
electricity tariffs for the
industrial sector have
been reduced. The minis-

MDCAT exam, including com-
plaints about out-of-syllabus
questions in 2024 papers. It was
noted that the responsible
authorities deleted such gues-
tions and provided revised answer
keys. However, committee mem-

dents.The inclusion of supple-
mentary students in the MDCAT
2024 cycle was debated, with con-
cerns that their participation
could disadvantage regular stu-
dents. The committee unani-
mously recommended

slons process to allow for timely
commencement of the academic

Reforms Committee was

year.The formation of
MDCAT
also ed. Its

the
systems.

their

include revising the MDCAT syl-
labus for uniformity, creating a

commitment to fostering fairness
and uniformity in Pakistan s
‘healthcare and medical education
Future meetings will
i i refining policies, gmd-

Power Regulatory
Authority (NEPRA) to
implement effective mea-
sures for reducing elec-
tricity rates. It was partic-
ularly that

ed by stakeholder
and legal evaluations.

Sdditional” taxes being

ities in the energy sec-
tor.In a notable commen-
dation, the committee
lauded the ministry's
efforts to save substantial
government funds by
Tenegotiating contracts

ter assured the committee
that constructive sugges-
tions from its members
would be considered in
policymaking to better
facilitate electricity con-
sumers,
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Trafficking
challenge

Uman trafficking remains one of Pakistan's

most persistent tragedies, preying on the

desperation of vulnerable individuals. The
boat disaster off Greece’s coast last month, which
claimed the lives of five Pakistani nationals, serves
as a grim reminder of the perilous journeys many
undertake in search of better futures. While the gov-
ernment, led by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, has
signalled a commitment to tackling this scourge,
the true challenge lies in translating promises into
sustained, long-term action. Human trafficking
thrives on the desperation of young individuals
from poor and middle-class backgrounds. Lured by
promises of lucrative employment abroad, families
often sell their land and livestock, paying traffickers
between Rsg million and Rs6 million. Instead of
opportunity, many find death at sea or imprison-
ment in foreign lands. Rising unemployment and
inflation exacerbate this desperation, fueling the
networks of traffickers who operate with impunity,
often aided by corrupt officials within government
institutions. Prime Minister Sharif's recent direc-
tives to seize traffickers’ properties, intensify legal
actions, and emphasise stricter prosecution are
steps in the right_ direction. The focus on enhanced
airport screenings, public awareness campaigns,
and legal for employ-
ment reflects a multi-pronged approach. However,
these measures must extend beyond announce-
ments. Arresting facilitators and rooting out
enablers within government offices is essential for
long-lasting impact. The tragedy in Creece is far
from an isolated incident. In recent years, hundreds
of Pakistani migrants have perished while attempt-
ing dangerous crossings to Europe.

What is our climate vision for the NDCs?

Soha Nisar
§ Pakistan stands at the
precipice of 2025, the urgen-
cy to confront the climate
crisls has never been more pro-
nounced. The revised Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs),
which form the backbone of
Pakistan's climate ambitions, offer
a roadmap to navigate the existen-
tial threat pesed by climate change.

Yet, as the world edges closer to
irreversible environmental collapse,
Pakistan’s ability to translate these
ambitious goals into meaningful
action will determine whether the
country can rise to the challenge or
‘be swept away by the tides of ecolog-
ical disaster,

The revised NDCs reflect
Pakistan’s recognition of the urgen-
cy of the climate crisis. The country
has committed to reducing its
greenhouse gas emissions by 6o per
cent by zo030, with 35 per cent of this
target contingent on international
financial support. These targets,
while ambitious, are not merely
symbolic; they represent the poten-
tial vo reshape Pakistan's future.
However, a deeper look at the align-
‘ment of these targets with the coun-
try’s broader economic policies
Teveals a troubling disconnect.

The absence of a coordinated
approach between the NDCs and
Pakistan's five-year development
plans, particularly the 13th
Economic Development Plan, expos-
es a glaring ility. This tar-

‘Without robust mechanisms to
align national climate goals with
provincial priorities, the nation’s
climate strategy is bound to remain
a collection of lofty promises rather
than a cohesive blueprint for action.
The 2025 climate action agenda
must rectify this by embedding cli-
mate action in the national and
provincial planning documents,
ensuring that climate resilience is
prioritised at every level of gover-
nance.

In this context, the country’s
energy transition, a critical pillar of
the NDCs, must take centre stage.
Pakistan has set an ambitious target
of achieving 6o per cent renewable
energy in its national energy mix
and 30 per cent electric vehicles by
zo;o goals that are no(]usl techni-

challenges, but moral impera-
twes‘

The energy sector is the largest
contributor to Pakistan's carbon
emissions, and addressing lhls
issue will require a paradigm
We cannot afford to continue down.
the path of coal dependency. The

Local governments, often sidelined
in the policymaking process, must
be equipped with resources and
authority to lead climate adaptation
efforts. These communities, with
their intimate knowledge of the
land and the challenges they face,
must be the vanguard of resilience-
building in the face of increasingly
frequent and severe climate-related
disasters. One of the most pressing
challenges for Pakistan in 2025 is
the credibility gap in its NDCs.
‘While the country has set bold tar-
gets, its track record in meeting pre-
vious commitments is less than
stellar. The failure to implement
the NDC 2.0, coupled with an inabil-
ity to develop actionable plans at the
provincial level and insufficient
i has d
Pakistan's position in international
climate negotiations. The credibili-
ty gap is not just a matter of optics;
it directly impacts Pakistan's ability
to secure international climate
finance.
Without
Pakistan

closing this

Bap,
risks becoming a

lent to phas-
mg out coal imports is a step in the
right direction, but it must be fol-
lowed by decisive action: building
the infrastructure for renewable
energy, incentivising the adoption
of electric vehicles, and ensuring
that green energy solutions are
accessible to all. Without these
investments, Pakistan risks locking
itself into a future of fossil-fuel

get places significant pressure on
the government to ensure that the
necessary investments and policies
are in place. The country’s climate
strategy risks being undermined by
an incoherent policy framework
that fails to integrate climate action
into the very DNA of its economic
ambitions,

Pakistan’s political landscape,
fraught with macroeconomic insta-
bility and external pressures such as
the IMF's financial programmes,
has often undermined the integra'
tion of climate cons:deranons mto
national economic pl anmng
the 18th Amendment in pl.m: the
fragmentation of governance has
made it even more challenging to
implement climate policies effec-
tively at the provincial level.

, undermining its own
climate goals in the process,
Pakistan's vulnerability to cli-
mate impacts is already starkly visi-
ble in the agricultural sector, which
remains the backbone of its econo-
my. The NDCs' focus on adaptation,
including the enhancement of
walter Ir systems and the

in the global climate dia-
logue, unable to access the funds
and resources necessary to imple-
ment its climate ambitions.

In 2025, Pakistan has the oppor-
tunity to course-correct, but it will
require more than just political
thetoric. The new NDCs must be
grounded in realistic, science-based
targets, with clear action plans,
financial commitments, and a
robust monitoring framework to
close this gap and restore trust with
the international community.
Pakistan must demonstrate its com-
mitment through concrete actions
instead of setting targets. The
financial resources necessary to
ach:eve these pgoals must be
from both domestic and

protection of vulnerable ecosys-
tems, is essential. However, these
measures will be meaningless
unless they are implemented with
urgency and foresight.

The challenge is not just about
‘building infrastructure but about
‘building resilience from the gmund
up. Empowering local communi-
ties, particularly in the rural areas
where climate change is having the
most severe effects, must be at the
heart of Pakistan’s climate strategy.

international sources, The country
must tap into global climate funds,
such as the UNFCCC's Green Climate
Fund and Loss and Damage Fund, as
well as implementing carbon pric-
ing mechanisms such as taxes and
levies. Pakistan must also incen-
tivise the private sector to invest in
climate adaptation and mitigation
projects and develop the necessary
infrastructure for carbon trading
markets.
Courtesy The News

Entrepreneurial
culture

Sara Malkani
N enabling environment for young businesses to
grow is crucial in any economy. The last decade or
50 has seen attempts to bring financing and sup-
port to startups in Pakistan,

My YouTube algorithm led me to one such attempt to
nurture the startup culture in the form of a reality TV
show on the Green Entertainment channel — Shark Tank
Pakistan. In this show, an international franchise,
pitch their to a group of
investors (sharks) in the hope of acquiring investment.
Creators and investors in Shark Tank Pakistan say that
the show will educate budding entrepreneurs and catal-
'yse innovation.

But I could not see the educational value of the show
after I saw a few pitches, which did not set forth clear
‘business plans, but still attracted commitments from
investors in several crores of rupees. Perhaps I did not

the business plans or was mi about the
minimum level of clarity needed to attract venture capi-
tal funds. I knew it was a relatively high-risk investment
— but is it really such a leap of faith?

Lured by the algorithm, 1 decided to view Shark Tank
in other countries, including the US and India. When 1
watched the pitches in these shows, I observed detailed
pitches and rigorous investor assessments. 1 had reason
to be baffled by Pakistan's version.

ST Pakistan conveys that investors here prefer to
‘gamble rather than support viable businesses.

1doubt that the contrast in the shows is only the con-
sequence of differences in individual producers or
investors. The contrast reflects differing levels of maruri-
ty, analytical reasoning and value for money in different
economies. It sheds light on where we need to improve as
a country if we want to build sustainable industries.

Three broad contrasts stand out for me, First is the
rigour of pitches. In ST USA and India, successful pitch-
ers clearly describe the nature and value of their product,
their revenues and profits, and explain why they think
their business is scalable. Unfortunately, the sharks in
Pakistan do not expect the pitchers to show up with this
level of preparation or understanding of their market.
This is a disservice to the entrepreneurs.

For example, YouTube features a startup claiming to
sell Turkish coffee in Pakistan get an investment of Rs6
crore (Rs6o million) on a valuation of Rs3o crore on the
‘basis of monthly sales of Rs3o lacs (Rsam). This, even
though the investors on the show said that their coffee
does not taste like Turkish coffee but like the whipped
milk coffee that one finds in government offices. Why
does a misleadingly named product get such a significant
investment? At no point are pitchers asked about the
price at which they sell their product or their competitors
in the market. Other than a goal to open several more
‘outlets in malls, where for some reason the profitability
of the product is presumed, no viable business plan is
shared.

Courtesy Dawn
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Mohsin Naqvi stresses
regional collaboration
to combat narcotics

ARSHAD MALIK

ISLAMABAD:

ed

Mueed,

During his visit, Minister
Naqvi announced plans to host a
regional conference aimed at
collaboration
with Gulf countries in the fight
against drug trafficking. The
conference will invite the heads
of anti-narcotics forces from
Gulf nations and focus on devel-
oping a unified strategy to rackle

strengthening

the narcotics trade.

“This conference holds criti-

Federal Minister
for Interior and Anti-Narcotics,
Mohsin Nagvi on Thursday visit-
the Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) Headquarters, where he
was welcomed by ANF Director
General Major General Abdul

Anti-Narcotics

billion.

he remarked.

cal importance in creating a
joint action plan against drug
trafficking,” Naqvi stated. He
also highlighted the outcomes of
his recent visit to Saudi Arabia's

where discussions were held to
enhance bilateral cooperation.
Praising ANF’s efforts,
minister commended the agen-
cy’s remarkable performance in
2023, which included 2,150 oper-
ations leading to the seizure of
drugs worth approximately $10
“Despite
resources and manpower, ANF's
dedication to combating drug
mafias is truly commendable,”

Minister Naqvi emphasized
the importance of continuing
the crackdown on drug networks

Headquarters, jp

the

limited
ace,

with full force to protect the
younger generation from falling
prey to narcotics. He also direct-
ed the continuation of aware-
ness campaigns against drug use
educational
stressing that no leniency would
be shown to individuals involved
in drug trafficking.

The minister called for imme-
diate, multifaceted measures to
address the rising trend of drug
abuse and reaffirmed his com-
mitment to eradicating the men-

institutions,

Federal Secretary for Interior
Muhammad Khurram Agha and

senior ANF officials were also

present

mance.

during the briefing on

ANF’s operations and perfor-

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior and Narcotics Control Mohsin Nagvi in a group photo during his visit

to ANF Headquarters.

JI announces countrywide
protests over rising
electricity prices

SEHRISH NAZ

LAHORE: Jamaat-e-Islami
(1) has announced plans
for a nationwide protest
on January 17, demanding
a reduction in electricity
prices.

The announcement
was made by party chief
Hafiz Naeem ur Rehman
during a press conference
in Lahore on Thursday.

Hafiz Naeem criticised
the government for not
addressing the rising eco-
nomic ¢ partic-
ularly the failure to
reduce electricity bills
despite the shutdown of
Independent Power
Producers (IPPs).

“Even though the IPPs
are closed, electricity bills
have not decreased,” he
said, emphasising the
party’s concerns regard-
ing the economic hard-
ships faced by the public.

He also pointed to the
increasing prices of petrol
and essential food items,
which have continued to
rise while other sectors,
such as the stock
exchange, show positive
trends.

nE2Jo

Highlighting the issue
of IPPs, Hafiz Naeem
stressed that despite the
government’s claims of
resolving the crisis, the
people continue to suffer.

"We raised the issue of
IPPs, but they remain
unaffected, and the
promised relief has not
materialised,” he added.
He also questioned the
government's decision to
exempt IPPs from income
taxes while ordinary citi-
zens continue to bear the
tax burden.

The J1 leader criticised
the government for its
handling of the agricul-
tural sector, particularly
the pricing of sugarcane
and wheat, which are fac-
ing significant produc-

tion losses due to unregu-
lated pricing.

He urged the govern-
ment to implement sup-
port programmes for
these crops to avoid fur-
ther losses in the agricul-
tural sector.

Hafiz Naeem also
expressed concerns
about the education sys-
tem, noting that the bur-
den of educational
expenses is shifting from
the government to the
private sector, "The cost
of education is rising,
and the government is
stepping awa m its

Call for Increased
Investment in Education
and Health Sectors

PEAK POINT

RAWALPINDI: Political
and social figures have
urged the federal and
provincial governments
to take significant steps
to improve education and
healthcare, emphasizing
that the current budgets
allocated to these sectors
are insufficient. They
highlighted that budget
shortfalls and inequitable
distribution  adversely
impact health and educa-
tion, leaving public insti-
tutions in rural and urban
areas unable to provide
quality services. The con-
cerns were voiced during
a seminar organized by
the Aman Development
Foundation in collabora-
tion with the Center for
Peace and Development
Initiatives (CPDI). The
event focused on a four-
year budget review for the
education and health sec-
tors. Speakers included
Aman Development
Foundation  Chairman

ty," he stat-
ed, adding that this
could further deepen
socio-economic inequali-

ties.

d Tufail, social
activist Muhammad
Akhtar Raja, District
Literacy Officer Qamar
Islam, Railway Station

Master Zaheer Abbas,
Muhammad Anas, Aamir
Khan, Saeeda Begum, and
Anwarul Haq Mughal,
Speakers stressed that
developed nations have
prioritized education and
healthcare, ensuring
comprehensive facilities
for  their  citizens.
However, they lamented
that even in this modern
era, Pakistan's rural areas
and major cities continue
to suffer from inadequate
schools and hospitals.
‘The speakers highlighted
that, despite budget con-
straints, a transparent
and equitable use of
resources could bring sig-
nificant improvements.
They called on the govern-
ment to increase health
sector budgets at all lev-
els, prioritize hospital
infrastructure, and allo-
cate more funds to under-
resourced areas to address
inequalities in healthcare
services, These measures,
they argued, are essentlal
for fostering long-term
development and ensur-
ing access to quality edu-
cation and medical care
for all citizens.

Salik, Ramesh discuss initiatives for
protectmg minorities rights in country

MOHSIN ALI

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Overseas
Pakistanis and Human
Resource Development,
Chaudhry Salik Hussain
on Thursday met with
Minister for Human
Rights and Minorities,
Ramesh Singh Arora, to
discuss initiatives for
protecting minority
rights in the country.

In a statement here,
Chaudhry salik Hussain
reiterated the govern-
ment’'s commitment in
safeguarding minority
rights, emphasizing that
the government is dedi-

cated for protecting all
rights of minorities in
the country.

He announced plans
to introduce minority
quotas in demands from
countries seeking
Pakistani workers,
ensuring fair selection
and equal opportunities
for minorities,

The minister also
highlighted the impor-
tance of technical train-
ing courses in enhancing
skills and employment
oppertunities for minori-
ties.

He assured that the
government would pro-
vide training programs

tailored market
demand, enabling
minorities to contribute
to the national economy.

Ramesh Singh Arora
appreciated the govern-
ment's efforts to pro-
mote tourism, issue
minority cards, and pro-
tect the heritage of the
Sikh community.

He noted that there
are approximately 2.8
million minorities living
in Punjab, who have a
deep affection for
Pakistan.

Ramesh Singh Arora
emphasized the need for
a proper secretariat for
the Pakistan Gurdwara

to

Committee and the
Pakistan Sikh Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee
(PSGPC).

He also highlighted
his efforts to facilitate
meetings between the
foreign Sikh community
and ambassadors in
Pakistan, showcasing
Pakistan as a safe coun-
try for minorities.

Chaudhry salik
Hussain assured his
commitment to minority
rights initiatives, pro-
viding every opportunity
for minorities to con-
tribute to Pakistan's
economy.
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ederal Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource Development, Chaudhry Salik

ISLAMABAL
Hussain he]d a meeting with Provincial Minister for Minority Affairs Ramesh Singh Arora.

Winter
packages
distributed
among poor
in Swat

SWAT:- Muslim Hands
has started distributing
winter packages among
orphans, destitute chil-
dren and the poor in
swat valley. According
to the details, Packages
were distributed among
hundreds of lower class
at Muslim Hands School
Kanju. Muslim Hands
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Regional Director
Rahimullah Khan,
Deputy Director Irshad
Khan and others dis-
tributed the packages.
The distributions for the
Upper Swat will start
today.On this occasion,
Rahimullah Khan said
that Muslim Hands has
distributed warm
clothes to the destitute
for winters and they are
starting the process of
distributing it among
the poor. He said that
685 packages are being
distributed in Swat
while the 255 packages
are being distributed in
Madyan in Muslim
HandsbSchool. These
packages include four
blankets, socks, gloves,
sweaters, warm shawls,
warm hats, etc. The
authorities said that
Muslim Hands has been
doing this good work for
the last 31 years and the
support of philan-
thropists and other
needed people.

Successful int'l conference on
girls’ education to commence
on Saturday: Dr Khalid Siddiqui

JAVED KHAN

ISLAMABAD:  Minister
for Federal Education and
Professional  Training
(MoFEPT), Dr Khalid
Magbool Siddigui on
Thursday said it was sig-
nificant  development
that ministry would
organize successful
International conference
on girls' education in
Muslim countries from
January 11 to 12 in federal
capital.

Addressing a press
conference, the minister
said that International
conference would jointly
organized by the MoFEPT
and the Muslim World
League (MWL) with aims
to address challenges and
opportunities of girls®

education.

He said that Pakistan
was taking lead to host
international conference
to promote and project
girls’ education among
Muslim  communities
and the ministry under
special directives of
Prime Minister
Muhammad  Shehbaz
Sharif had already sent
invitations to 57 counties
which was confirmed by
the 48 countries.

He further said that
the conference would be
attended by leaders, poli-
cy makers, diplomats,
religious scholars, educa-
tionists, and experts
from Muslim countries
who were at the forefront
of driving educational
reforms  to  further
streamline the system.

Dr Khalid Magbool
apprised that the presti-

gious event will be
presided over by the
Prime Minister
Muhammad  Shehbaz
Sharif.

The conference’s

keynote address would be
delivered by  Nobel
Laureate and globally
acclaimed advocate for
girls’ education Malala
Yousafzai, he added.

BISP Kafalat Program’s
assistance increased to
Rs13,500: Rubina Khalid

PEAK POINT

PESHAWAR: Chairperson,
Benazir Income Support
Program (BISP), Rubina
Khalid here Thursday said
that assistance amount
under Kafalat Program
has been increased from
Rs10,500 to Rs13,500. She
termed the increase was a
new year gift of the Govt
for millions of beneficia-
ries of BISP.

Talking to media after
her visit to BISP Pabbi
Tehsil office in Nowshera
district, she said that the

BISP Hunarmand
Program was being
launched  underwhich

necessary technical and
vocational skills would be
provide to beneficiaries
for securing dignified jobs
in local and international
markets.

Rubina Khalid said
that deserving families
‘with necessary registra-
tion documents such as
Farm-B of their children
and CNIC can come to our
dynamic registration cen-
tres for availing the ser-
vices and assistance espe-
cially scholarship for
their kids reading in
schools besides receiving
stipends under Benazir
Bhutto Naushnoma
Program. She recalled the
famous saying of Shaheed
Benazir Bhutto that

“skills was a precious
asset for a person” and
said that Govt accorded
highest  priority to
enhance the vocational
skills of the beneficiaries
so that they could get dig-
nified jobs in the country
as well as abroad.

Rubina said that
Quaid e Awam Shaheed
Zulfigar Bhutto had

granted identity to the
labourers and workers of
Pakistan by issuing them
green passports that
enabled them to get dig-
nified jobs abroad.

She thanked the
President and Prime
Minister of Pakistan for
increasing the budget of
BISP during current fiscal
year, benefiting over 9.3
million beneficiaries reg-
istered under this land-
mark program.

Commissioner Malakand
Orders Improved
Facilities for Re51dents

HAROON SIRAJ

SWAT: Commissioner
Malakand Division
Muhammad Abid Khan
paid a surprise visit to
the office of Tehsil
Administration Babuzai
Swat, Service Delivery
Center Babuzai Swat and
Driving License Branch
of Deputy Commissioner
Swat, Commissioner
Malakand Division
inspected different parts
of the offices of Tehsil
Administration Babuzai
Swat and inquired about
the facilities being pro-
vided to the residents
present on the spot.
Commissioner Malakand
Division checked various
registers and expressed
his anger over the poor
sanitation arrange-
ments. He directed the
concerned authorities to
provide timely facilities
to the residents in light

of the orders of the
provincial government
so that the people-
friendly policy of the
provincial government
could be made available

to the pub-
lic.Commissioner
Malakand Division

Muhammad Abid Khan
also inquired about the
online facilities being
provided to the public
during the inspection of
the Service Delivery
Center and issued neces-
sary orders. He issued

orders to the concerned
authorities to  take
departmental action
against the absent staff
of the Service Delivery
Center Babuzai. On this

occasion additional
Deputy Commissioner
(General) Swat
Muhammad  Hamid,
Assistant to
Commissioner (Revenue/
General) Malakand

Division Sher Ali Khan
and other concerned offi-
cials were also present on
the occasion.
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