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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday directed the relevant
authorities to accelerate the privatisation pro-
cess of electricity distribution companies
(DISCOs), reiterating that offloading loss-
making State-Owned Enterprises (SOEs) was
a priority for the government.

Chairing a high-level review meeting
here, the prime minister instructed officials to
ensure complete transparency throughout the
privatisation process and establish a robust
regulatory framework immediately following
the transition of the DISCOs to the private
sector. During the briefing on the progress
regarding the privatisation of DISCOs, it was
told that in the first phase, Islamabad Electric

PM directs to accelerate
privatisation process
of power DISCOs

Supply Company (IESCO), Gujranwala |
Electric Power Company (GEPCO), and
Faisalabad Electric Supply Company
(FESCO) would be privatised as the
Expression of Interest (EOT) for the purpose
had already been published in national and
international newspapers.

It was told that the Cabinet Committee on
Privatization had approved the transaction
structure regarding the privatisation of the
said three DISCOs.

The international roadshows are being
organized starting this month to attract
investors from Saudi Arabia, Turkiye, and|
China. The meeting was attended by Deputy|

>~

Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq
Dar, federal ministers Azam Nazeer Tarar.

pri

ISLAMABAD Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a review meeting on
ion of DISCos.

Budget likely to be
announced on June
12, says minister

PEAK POI

Tariq Fazal
said
Tuesday that the budget
for the next fiscal year
(FY2026-27) would like-
ly be presented in the par-
liament on June 12 (Friday). He posted this on X, further stat-
ing that summaries to convene budget sessions in the National
Assembly and Senate on June 10 (Wednesday) had been sent.
The sessions for the NA and the Senate have been advised to
be summoned at 5pm and 4pm, respectively, Chaudhry added.
Before Chaudhry’s statement, uncertainty had surrounded the
date for the budget’s presentation as the federal government,
its coalition partners and provincial governments struggled to
reach a consensus over the Centre’s demand for more than
Rs1 trillion for strategic needs. The meeting of the National
Economic Council (NEC), officially called for Monday, was
postponed for the third time at the last moment amid continu-
ing negotiations over the freezing of provincial shares in the
federal divisible pool under the National Finance Commission
(NFC) Award. Muzzammil Aslam, adviser on finance to the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa chief minister, confirmed that the
Centre had told provinces that their financial shares under the
NFC for the current year would not be increased next year.

on (A

Lebanese army commander
calls on CDF Munir, discusses
reglonal security environment

PEAK POINT

RAWALPINDI: The Lebanese army

of Defence Forces and Chief of Army
l‘Sla{‘f Field Marshal Asim Munir on
Tuesday, during which the two
exchanged views on the evolving
regional security environment. The
military’s media affairs wing said in a
statement that Lebanese armed forces” Commander-in-Chief General
Rodolphe Haykal called on CDF Munir at the General Headquarters
(GHQ) in Rawalpindi. He was presented a guard of honour by a smart-
ly turned-out tri-services contingent upon his arrival at the GHQ, the
statement by the Inter-Services Public Relations said. “During the meet-
ing, both dignitaries exchanged views on matters of mutual interest,
evolving regional security environment, defence cooperation and
prospects for enhancing bilateral military relations,” it added. The dis-
cussions focused on strengthening professional interactions, training
cooperation and institutional linkages between the armed forces of the
two countries, the statement said. It said Field Marshal Munir reaf-
firmed during the meeting the “importance Pakistan attaches to its long-
standing and cordial relations with Lebanon and underscored the
Pakistan Army’s commitment to expanding defence collaboration with
the Lebanese Armed Forces™. For his part, General Haykal “appreciat-
ed the professionalism and operational excellence of Pakistan’s armed
forces and acknowledged their contributions to regional peace.

commander held a meeting with Chief

JUIF Chief, KP CM
vows fight for province’s
cons1tut10nal rights
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== PESHAWAR: Chief
80 WMinister  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa
Muhammad Sohail
Afridi addressed a
joint press confer-
ence alongside
Jamiat Ulema-e-
Islam (F) Chief Maulana Fazlur Rehman at Mufti
Mahmood Markaz on Monday late night, stating that the
purpose of the meeting was to hold detailed consultations
on the province’s constitutional and financial rights and
to develop a consensus-based approach for the protection
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s interests. The Chief Minister
stated that the most pressing issue relating to provincial
rights was Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s share under the
National Finance Commission (NFC) framework, and
clarified that the federal government had subjected the
province to discriminatory treatment over the past eight
years. He maintained that, following the 25th
Constitutional Amendment, the annual distribution of
resources under the existing NFC framework had become
unconstitutional, as the Constitution clearly provides that
NFC resources are to be distributed among the four

provinces.

India’s key objectives in Afghanistan solely driven by
singular goal of destabilising Pakistan, envoy tells UNSC

(B Election Commission hars
consolidation of results until

US helicopter crew

who went down in

Strait of Hormuz

rescued by drone AR POINT
—PEARPOINT— | WVASHINGTON:
—— | Pakistan’s envoy to the
NEW YORK: United | United Nations said on
States President | Monday that Tndia’s key

Donald Trump said on
Tuesday that two US
helicopter crew mem-
bers were “fine” fol-
lowing their rescue by
a US Navy drone after
their Apache gunship
went down in the
Iran-controlled Strait
of Hormuz.

The US military’s
Central ~ Command
(Centcom) said the
AH-64 Apache went
down at around 3am
local time on Tuesday
(4am PKT) near the
coast of Oman while
patrolling  regional
waters. It gave no rea-
son for the crash. The

pair were rescued
within  about two
hours.

objectives in Afghanistan
were “solely driven by
the singular goal of desta-
bilising Pakistan™.

He made these
remarks during a UN
Security Council meeting
on Afghanistan while
responding to remarks by
Afghanistan’s Permanent
Representative to UN
Nasir  Ahmad  Faiq.
Earlier in the session,
Pakistan’s Permanent
Representative to UN
Ambassador Asim
Iftikhar Ahmad detailed
the use of Afghan soil by
terrorists and its impact
on Pakistan, calling for
the Afghan Taliban to
take action against mili-
tants. He also spoke about
Pakistan’s counter-terror-

ism measures. Faiq also had accused Pakistan of

commented on Pakistan’s

counter-terrorism opera-

tions, in response to
which Ambassador
Ahmad said: “Pakistan’s
actions, including those

conducted in March, were
directed solely against the
terrorist and military sup-
port infrastructure that is
operating from
Afghanistan And it is in
no way directed against
the brotherly people of
Afghanistan.” On March
16, the Afghan Taliban

striking a hospital in

Kabul; however,
Islamabad denied the
accusations, maintaining
that the strikes targeted
terrorist  infrastructure
linked to hostile activity
in Pakistan and no civil-
ian facility was targeted.

In response to the
Afghan diplomat,
Ambassador Ahmad reit-
erated Islamabad’s posi-
tion that strikes targeted
“drone storage and tech-
nical support infrastruc-

ture and ammunition stor-
age sites, which were
being used by the Afghan
Taliban regime to carry
out attacks against inno-
cent Pakistani civilians”.

“The strikes were pre-
cise, deliberate and pro-
fessional. No hospital or
drug rehabilitation centre
or civilian facility was
targeted by these strikes.
And as part of established
practice, video footage of
all  six  strikes was
released by the Ministry
of Information shortly
after the operation, clear-
ly showing the nature of
the targets. “The
ondary explosions visible
in the footage further con-
firmed that ammunition
storage facilities were
indeed struck with preci-
sion. So all insinuations
to the contrary are not
based on facts and are in
fact just propaganda,” he
asserted.

sec-

re-polling in § constituencies
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GILGIT: The Gilgit-Baltistan Election
Commission has directed that the results of the
June 7 election must not be consolidated until
re-polling in five constituencies is complete, it
emerged on Tuesday. In a circular to the
returning officers concerned, dated June 8 and
available with Dawn, the GB Election
Commission noted that it had ordered re-
polling at certain polling stations in their
respective constituencies — Skardu-IT (GBA-
8), Astore-1 (GBA-13), Diamer-I (GBA-15),
Diamer-1I (GBA-16), and Diamer-III (GBA-
17). The Election Commission observed that
the “process of consolidation of results under
the relevant provisions of the Elections Act,
2017 and Elections Rules.
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PFF launches ambitious nationwide
drive to revive domestic football
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LAHORE: The Pakistan Football
Federation (PFF) unveiled a com-
prehensive nationwide football
development programmecentred
around the District Football
Championship 2026, youth com-
petitions and  administrative
reforms designed to strengthen the
domestic game. The initiative,
announced at a press conference
by PFF Chief Operating Officer
Muhammad Shahid Niaz Khokhar
alongside Media Director Umaid
‘Wasim, is being hailed as one of
the most ambitious domestic foot-
ball projects launched in recent
years. Representatives of provin-

cial and regional football ssocla-
tions participatedvirtually in the
briefing. Khokhar described dis-
trict football as the foundation of
Pakistan’s ~ football ~ pyramid,
stressing that sustainable success
at national level could only be
achieved through regular and
organised football activity at the
grassroots. “Strong national teams
are built on strong grassroots
structures. District football is
where future talent is discovered
and developed. Our objective is to
create a clear and merit-based
pathway for players to progress
from local competitions to club
football and ultimately the nation-

al teams,” he said. For the first
time, the federation will provide
coordinated technical, administra-
tive and logistical support to dis-
trict football associations to ensure
the smooth conduct of competi-
tions across the country. The
championships will be organised
in collaboration with provincial
and regional football bodies,
which have been actively involved
in the planning process. According
to the federation, the District
Football Championship 2026 will
not only promote football activity
nationwide but will also help iden-
tify and verify genuine clubs,
strengthen local football institu-

tions and improve governance
within the sport.The Pakistan
Football Referees Association
(PFRA) will assist the programme
by providing qualified match offi-
cials and maintaining an updated
database of registered referees to
ensure professional standards dur-
ing competitions. Following the
district championships, the PFF
plans to stage a National Club
Championship, creating the next
stage of the player development
pathway. Talented footballers
identified through the competi-
tions will receive structured
coaching and development oppor-
tunities under qualified trainers.

Gaddafi Stadium receives
[CC demerit point over
‘unsatisfactory’ pitch ratin
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KARACHTI: The International Cricket Council
(ICC) has rated the pitches at both Lord's
Cricket Ground and Gaddafi Stadium as
"unsatisfactory" following recent international
matches, with each venue receiving one
demerit point under the ICC Pitch and
Outfield Monitoring Process.

The decision relates to the first Test
between England and New Zealand at Lord's
and the third one-day international between
Pakistan and Australia in Lahore. Match refer-
ces Andy Pycroft (Lord's) and Graeme La
Brooy (Lahore) submitted reports expressing
concerns over playing conditions.

At Lord's, Pycroft said the pitch produced
"excessive seam movement" throughout the
Test, with the ball also keeping extremely low
at times and the bounce varying significantly.
He noted that 33 wickets fell across the first
two days, saying the surface heavily favoured
bowlers over batters.

In Lahore, La Brooy described the pitch as
slow and low, making run-scoring difficult
and requiring batters to spend considerable
time adjusting.

He also said the surface assisted spin early
in the match and remained consistent in those
conditions throughout, making it unsuitable
for one-day international cricket standards.

Rs100 million partnership signals |
fresh push for hockey revival

.

5%
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LAHORE: The
Pakistan Hockey
Federation (PHF) and
Pakistan Arab
Refinery Limited

(PARCO) have signed
a landmark coopera-
tion agreement worth
Rs100 million aimed
at strengthening
coaching education,
grassroots  develop-
ment and hockey
activities across the
country. The two-year

partnership was for-
malised at a ceremony

attended by PHF

President Mohyuddin
Wani, PARCO
Managing  Director
Irtiza Qureshi,
Secretary Petroleum
Hamid Yaqoob

Sheikh, senior offi-
cials from both organi-
sations and members
of the Pakistan Under-
21 hockey team cur-
rently undergoing
training. Under the
agreement, PARCO

will provide financial
assistance for coach-
ing education pro-
grammes, coach
development initia-
tives and nationwide
hockey activities. The
funding will also sup-
port  stipends  for
coaches participating
in the PHF’s coaching
framework, helping to
create a more struc-
tured and sustainable
development system.
Describing the
agreement as a major

‘ﬁ

A

-
step forward, PHF
President Mohyuddin
Wani said the federa- |[
tion was committed to
rebuilding  Pakistan
hockey through practi-
cal and long-term mea-
sures. “We are focused
on the development
and revival of hockey
through a comprehen-
sive coaching struc-
ture. A nationwide
coaches’  education
programme will soon
be launched to raise
coaching standards in
line with modern inter-
national require-
ments,” Wani said. He
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PESHAWAR: A group photo of Sport:
Sports Taj Muhammad Khan Rind here on Tuesday.
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emphasised that devel-
oping qualified coach-
es was essential for
producing future gen-
erations of players and
strengthening the
game at the grassroots
level. Wani thanked
PARCO and the
Ministry of Petroleum
for supporting the
national sport.

(PTF)

would

Perry powers Australia past England as India
beat Windies in WCup warm-ups

and the
first time
ITF
Women’s
ments are
country.

providing
petition
home.
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ISLAMABAD:
Pakistan Tennis Federation

announced that the nation
host

October 5, 2026, ahead of

the Billie Jean King Cup.
This marks another his-

toric milestone for Pakistan

Federation, as it will be the

W15.,000

This milestone reflects
PTF’s commitment to pro-
moting women’s tennis and

Aisam-ul-Haq Qureshi,
President-
1| successfully provided strong
opportunities for our men’s
players through ITF Men’s
Futures tournaments. Now,

Pakistan to host two major

tennis events in 2026

The ITF

on Monday

two ITF

,. international
W15,01:)0 USD' Wox‘ncn's homen
Futures toumdm.ents m He added
Islamabad, starting on

Pakistan Tennis
two back-to-back
usD
Futures tourna-
being held in the

international com-
opportunities at

Cup.

PTF, said: "We

Khokhar,

that

we are proud to host two
W-15000
Women’s Futures tourna-
ments in October, giving our
female players a chance to
earn ranking points and gain
exposure at

usD

these
events will allow Pakistan’s

Raja, Laibah Durab, and
other emerging talents are
expected to benefit from this
initiative.

The Pakistan Women’s
Tennis Association, estab-
lished in 2024 by the
President-PTF, continues to
support the growth and
empowerment of women’s

top women play
pete internationally without
heavy travel costs and will
help prepare them for the
upcoming Billie Jean King

Ushna Subhail,
Aftab, Soha Ali, Romaisa
Malik,Bismal Zia, Meheq
Zunaisha Noor,
Zainab Ali Raja, Fatima Ali

ers to com-

=

tennis in Pakistan.
Asma Khawar Khawaja,
President, Pakistan Women

Tennis Association, said:
"These W-15000 USD tour-
naments strengthen

Mahin Pakistan’s position in inter-

national tennis and reflect
PTF’s efforts to develop
women’s tennis and nurture
future champions."
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New edition of “Rethlnklng Educatlon

in Pakistan” launched

SPECIAL REPORT
ISLAMABAD: A launching
ceremony for the revised edi-
tion of the book “Rethinking
Education  in  Pakistan:
Perceptions, Practices and
Possibilities” was held at
Allama Igbal Open University
(AIOU) here on Monday. The
event was attended by
renowned educationist,
researcher, author and former
Vice Chancellor of the univer-
sity, Prof. Dr. Shahid Siddiqui
who specially participated in
the ceremony.The event was
presided over by Vice
Chancellor Prof. Dr. Nasir

Mahmood while a large num-
ber of educationists, intellec-
tuals, teachers, researchers,
students and individuals from
various fields of life attended
the ceremony.Speakers at the
occasion highlighted the sig-
nificance of the book, describ-
ing it as an important academ-
ic contribution for under-
standing Pakistan’s education
system, policy development,
teaching methodologies and
future educational needs.
They noted that the work
reflects Dr. Shahid Siddiqui’s
extensive research experience
and deep academic insight,

Rethink
Eduzation

offering a critical analysis of
the country’s education sector
along with practical recom-
mendations for reform.They
further expressed hope that
the revised edition would
prove highly useful for poli-
cymakers, education man-
agers, teachers, researchers,

and students, and‘wou[d serve
as a valuable guide for
improving educational stan-

dards in Pakistan.In his
address, the author Dr. Shahid
Siddiqui emphasized that edu-
cation is the foundation of any
society’s progress and pros-
perity. He stated that, in light

at AIOU

of rapidly changing global
trends, reforms in Pakistan’s
education  system  have
become essential. He added
that the revised edition incor-
porates contemporary chal-
lenges and future possibilities
to provide more relevant guid-
ance for stakeholders in the
education sector.The ceremo-
ny also featured addresses by
Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr.
Nasir ~ Mahmood, JICA
Country Advisor in Pakistan
Abid Gul, Dean Faculty of
Education at Fatima Jinnah
Women University Prof. Dr.
Malik ~ Ghulam  Behlol,

Deputy Educational Advisor
from the Ministry of Federal
Education and Professional
Training Dr. Shoaiba
Mansoor and  Associate
Professor Dr. Afshah Huma
from AIOU’s Faculty of
Education.At the conclusion
of the event, a book stall
showcasing various publica-
tions by Dr. Shahid Siddiqui
was set up, offering a 40%
discount for students and fac-
ulty members. Participants
showed keen interest in the
books, made purchases, and
also obtained autographs from
the author.

NA uestions ICT Education: Enrollment
and curriculum gaps highlighted

NADEEM TANOLI

ISLAMABAD: The National
Assembly raised pressing
concerns over the state of
education in the Islamabad
Capital  Territory (ICT),
highlighting challenges in
managing large student pop-
ulations and the govern-
ment’s efforts to modernize
curricula and enhance teach-
er training. The issue was
formally addressed by Ms.
Shamaila Rana, MNA, dur-
ing a question and answer
session with Minister for
Federal ~ Education  and

the Federal Directorate of
Education (FDE) oversees
432 educational institutions
in ICT, providing formal
education to residents of
Islamabad and adjoining
areas. Enrollment figures for
the academic year 2025-26
show a total of 239,756 stu-
dents across primary to high-
er secondary levels, with an
additional 4,837 enrolled in
Bachelor’s programs, bring-
ing the grand total to
244,593 students. The break-
down is as follows: Primary

indicate substantial outreach,
lawmakers expressed con-
cern over gaps in teacher
preparedness, quality of
instruction, and curricular
relevance, especially regard-
ing modern technological
needs. Dr. Siddiqui high-
lighted the Professional
Development  Framework
introduced by FDE to
enhance teaching quality.
Under this framework, all
teachers are required to com-
plete mandatory training
credit hours during each pro-

offering  structured  pro-
grams, alongside in class
support via instructional
coaches.On the curriculum
front, the National
Curriculum Council Wing
(NCCW) has implemented
the National Curriculum of
Pakistan (NCP) 2022-23,
covering Early Childhood
Education through Grade 12.
The NCP incorporates digital
literacy, environmental stew-
ardship, and 21st Century
skills, and includes compre-
hensive revisions of core

General Science for grades 9
to 12. Policy dialogues held
in June and July 2025 and
subsequent nationwide con-
sultative ~ workshops  in
October and November 2025
informed the rationalization
of subject curricula.The
Minister further highlighted
the National Curriculum
Summit 2026, convened on
February 11-12, 2026,
aimed at achieving national
consensus on curriculum
reforms. While the NCCW
continues to implement these

that ambitious reforms must
translate  into  tangible
improvements in student
learning and teacher perfor-
mance.Lawmakers also
underscored the need to align
teacher training, professional
development, and curricu-
modernization  with
practical classroom realities.
The committee emphasized
that  without  adequate
resources, teacher support,
and robust oversight, the
planned reforms could fall
short, risking further dispari-

lum

Professional Training, Dr.
Khalid Magbool Siddiqui.
According to the Minister,

111,095; Middle 63,048; motion cycle. The National subjects such as Urdu, reforms, lawmakers demand-
Secondary 34,768; High Institute of Excellence in English, Mathematics, ed transparent monitoring,
Secondary  30,845; BS Teacher Education (NIETE) Physics, Chemistry, Biology, frequent reviews, and mea-
4,837.While these numbers serves as a virtual platform Computer Science, and surable outcomes, arguing

ties in quality education
access across ICT schools
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G-B’s
verdict

Thc clections in Gilgit-Baltistan are all set to

deliver a hung assembly, with PPP

emerging as the single largest party
securing 10 of the 24 seats up for grabs. The
PML-N, an ally of the PPP at the Centre, has
clinched six seats, whereas the PTI has ended
up with two. Five Independent candidates as
well as one candidate representing the religio-
political MWM have also made it to the 33-
strong House, also having six seats reserved for
women and three for minorities. These results
are, however, being contested across the board
with even the coalition allies at the Centre dis-
puting over the outcome. The JUI-F too has
raised allegations of non-issuance of Forms 45
in real time, in what is again turning out to be a
major point of contention in the vote count. The
PTI of the incarcerated former PM Imran Khan
has outright rejected the outcome, alleging
massive irregularities as well as manipulation
of results in several constituencies. PTI's com-
plaints of absence of a level-playing field were
genuine, as the election campaign of the party,
already stripped of its election symbol, faced
intense pressure from the authorities. Likewise,
delays in the announcement of results also cast
serious doubts, apart from deployment of a
heavy contingent of Punjab Police in the pic-

Budget blues

Arifa Noor

HE budget is upon us.
I A day after this piece
appears in the paper, it
will  be presented in
Parliament, we were told in a
tweet by a government offi-
cial. This, however, does not
mean the two parties — the
PPP and PML-N — have
agreed on all matters finan-
cial. The meetings continue
as they try and reach an
agreement on what the
provinces will contribute to
the federation, other than the
committed surpluses, which
have become the norm for

some years.

Wagging  tongues in
Islamabad speak about many
ideas and ‘solutions’ from
changing the formula of the
divisible pool and shifting the
BISP to the provinces to get-
ting the provincial govern-
ments to pay for interior min-
istry expenses. But most talk-
ing heads agree there is now
little time to change the NFC
via a constitutional amend-
ment and the decisions have
to be made through other
means. So a ‘consensus’,
hybrid style, is to be brought
about. As a result, meetings
continue between the PPP
and the N. That Ishaq Dar, the
firefighter who is always sent
out to soothe friends, has
been part of the team, reflects
that this is an issue the N is
taking seriously. Tt is unclear
if the matter has already been
resolved or still requires
thrashing out but thrashed out
it will be; and we can also be
equally certain the PPP will

Everyone, it seems, has
suddenly realised the poor
state of the economy.

But this is just one chap-
ter of the consensus building.
Vlogs, tweets, gossip and
‘zaraye’ (sources) insist that a
28th amendment is still need-
ed for big-ticket reform,
which might include local
governments, changes to the
provincial status of areas
such as Karachi and Gwadar,
and so on. Whether this is to
simply scare the governing
parties into compromising on
the financial issues or there is
indeed some seriousness
behind some of these initia-
tives is unclear. Perhaps this
will become clear once the
budget dust settles.

There is little doubt,
though, that the powerful
ones are now less focused on
diplomacy and world peace,
and are paying attention to
mundane issues such as the
economy and politics. The
interior minister has been
given the job of taking mes-
sages back and forth to
neighbours and friends while
the foreign minister is now
sitting put and running meet-
ings with allies. But as I said,
there are rumours galore. And
one of them, once again, is
about a possible reshuffle in
the cabinet. This is lent cre-
dence by the discussion and
debate on the state of the
economy and the perfor-
mance of the government. All
the gleeful talk about foreign
policy successes has been put
aside and replaced by ques-
tions on taxes, the govern-

This criticism is not just
coming from those who
whine all the time (such as
myself) but also those who
happen to have a better sense
of the thinking in the power
corridors. ~ Everyone, it
seems, has suddenly realised
the poor state of the econo-
my. And for many, this means
it’s open season on the
finance minister, whose
departure is being predicted
once again (along with oth-
ers). To be honest, the finance
minister gets more than his
fair share of criticism
because he seems to have
been left with no constituen-
cy. The PML-N had decided
a long time ago that he was
not one of their own, despite
having supported his initial
induction into the cabinet and
Senate — and he came from a
family known to be close to
the party. But the honeymoon
period was short. Slowly and
steadily, many of the key
committees were handed
over to Ishaq Dar. Neither
were the Noonies all that sup-
portive of him in private.

By now, it is less clear if
‘other’, key stakeholders are
satisfied with him. But it is
worth pointing out that some
of the public criticism against
him is linked not to
Islamabad’s twin but a for-
mer finance minister who
hasn’t lost his ambitions of
running Q block again. What
this means is that the real
challenge (if the two cities
agree) may not be the
removal of Muhammad
Aurangzeb but about who

The locker
trap

Haroon Rashid Siddiqi

akistan's real estate sector has long func-
Ptioned as a macroeconomic graveyard

where billions in dead capital go to hiber-
nate. The mechanics of this structural trap are
an open secret. The Federal Board of Revenue
sets official property valuation rates that sit far
below actual market values. When a transaction
occurs, the formal documentation reflects this
artificially low government rate, while the true
premium changes hands in undocumented,
untraceable cash. This money does not enter the
productive economy. Instead, it moves directly
from a buyer's briefcase into a seller's bank
locker or home safe, completely detached from
the formal financial system.

For a country starved of domestic liquidity,
forcing this idle cash into the banking channel
is an absolute necessity. However, Pakistan is
permanently tethered to the shadow of the
Financial Action Task Force. Traditional tax
amnesties, which historically offered a no-
questions-asked white-washing of cash, are
entirely dead. If the state tries to launch anoth-
er blunt amnesty scheme, international regula-
tors will view it as a loophole for money laun-
dering, endangering the country's economic
standing.

To channel this idle cash into banks legally,
Pakistan must abandon amnesties and engineer
structural, regulatory pathways that satisfy
strict global anti-money laundering standards.
The first step requires the government to imme-
diately align its official property valuation
tables with real-world market values across all
major urban sectors. To prevent this from freez-
ing the market, the state must simultaneously
slash transaction taxes to nominal, flat rates. By
broadening the tax base to reflect true values
while reducing individual transaction costs, the
structural incentive to use illicit cash disap-
pears. Next, the state must mandate that all real
estate transactions exceedlng a speclﬁc thrssh-
old utilise iali

turesque Northern Areas which, otherwise, wit- | ask for and get a pound of ment’s —economic track will replace him. escrow accounts.
nessed a peaceful electioneering process. flesh in return. record, and so on. Courtesy Dawn Courtesy Tribune
Head Office: 8A Basement Ittehad Centre Fazal e haq road Blue Area Mob No: by Printing Press.
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Gilani calls for stronger

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of the
Senate Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani on
Tuesday called for stronger parlia-
mentary oversight of public finances,
saying an effective scrutiny of the
budget was essential for transparency,
accountability, and democratic gover-
nance.

Pakistan Institute for Parliamentary
Services, he said the “power of the

purse” remained Parliament’s oldest
and most important responsibility.

Referring to the historical founda-
tions of parliamentary financial over-
sight, Gilani stressed that public
resources must be managed transpar-
ently and in the public interest.

The Senate chairman highlighted

Senate role i in budget oversight

He added that the Senate’s recom-
mendations on Money Bills played an
important role in providing policy
guidance and strengthening fiscal
oversight.

Recalling  the  “Eighteenth
Constitutional Amendment”, intro-
duced during his tenure as prime min-
ister, Gilani said the reform strength-
ened the federal spirit of the
Constitution and enhanced the
Senate’s institutional role.

He also stressed the need for
stronger committee oversight, timely
access to reliable fiscal data, and
greater technical support for lawmak-
ers.

Referring to international best
practices, he cited parliamentary bud-
get oversight models he observed
during visits to Austria and Ireland.

Gilani expressed confidence that
the seminar would help improve the

Addressing a knowledge-sharing
seminar on strengthening the Senate’s
budgetary review, organised by the
Senate of Pakistan in collaboration
with Forum of Federations and

the upper house’s role in reviewing
budgetary matters and said constitu-
tional limitations should be viewed as
an opportunity to improve institution-
al effectiveness.

public trust.

Senate’s budget review process,
strengthen committee performance,
and enhance parliamentary scrutiny
to promote better governance and

Russian Ambassador condemns ‘Starobilsk
Massacre’, warns of new phase in Ukraine Conflict

RAJA MOHSIN

ISLAMABAD: Russian Ambassador to
Pakistan Albert P. Khorev on Tuesday deliv-
ered a strongly-worded address during a spe-
cial briefing at the Russian Embassy, con-
demning what he described as a “terrorist
attack™ by Ukrainian forces on a student resi-
dence and academic building in Starobilsk
that left 21 young students dead and more
than 60 injured.Addressing journalists, diplo-
mats and observers, Ambassador Khorev said
the May 22 strike on the educational facility

in Starobilsk represented a tragic turning
point in the conflict and crossed what he
termed a “red line” for Moscow.“The victims

were young students with their entire lives

ahead of them. This crime against children
and youth cannot be ignored by the interna-
tional community,” he said.According to the
Ambassador, the attack prompted Russia to
launch a new phase of military operations
aimed at what Moscow describes as Ukraine’s
military-industrial infrastructure and com-
mand centers. He referred to Russia’s subse-
quent precision strikes using advanced mis-
sile systems, including Kinzhal, Zircon,
Iskander and Oreshnik missiles, saying they
were carried out in response to what he called
escalating attacks on civilians.Khorev sharply
criticized Western governments and interna-
tional organizations for what he described as
a selective and politically motivated response
to civilian casualties.

=
RAJA MOHSIN

ISLAMABAD: Only hours earlier, the dormi-
tories and classrooms of Starobelsk had been
filled with the ordinary sounds of youth:
laughter in hallways, conversations about
exams, dreams of future careers, and plans for
the summer ahead. Young men and women
who had chosen education as their path for-
ward were preparing not for war, but for life.
Then, in a single night, according to Russian
officials, those dreams were shattered.For
Russia, the tragedy in Starobelsk has become
far more than another episode in a long and
bitter conflict. It is remembered as a human
catastrophe that claimed the lives of students
whose greatest ambition was to teach children,
serve their communities and build a better
future. Their photographs now look out from
memorial displays across the country—smil-

The Night a Generation Was Lost

ing faces frozen in time, unaware of the fate
that awaited them.What makes the story so
painful is the simplicity of their dreams.
Yelena Martimyanova wanted to become a
preschool teacher. Sofia Fen was known as a
natural leader with a gift for working with
children. Maxim Bugakov dreamed of a future
in computer programming. Others hoped to
become educators, archivists, administrators
and community leaders. None of them sought
fame. None expected that their names would
one day be known far beyond the walls of their
college.In Moscow, officials describe the
attack as a tragedy that exposed the vulnera-
bility of civilians caught in the conflict.
Russian diplomats have repeatedly argued that
the international community has failed to
show sufficient concern for the victims and
their families. For many Russians, this per-
ceived silence has deepened the sense of grief.
They see not only the loss of twenty-one
young lives, but also the loss of twenty-one
futures that might have enriched society for
decades to come.Behind every victim stood a
family. Somewhere, a mother still waits for a
voice she knows she will never hear again.
Somewhere, a father struggles to understand
how a child he spent years raising could dis-
appear in a single moment.

Ahsan stresses
adherence to
Islamic teachings
for peaceful,
prosperous society

RAWALPINDI:
Federal Minister for
Planning,
Development and
Special Initiatives
Professor Ahsan Igbal
on Tuesday said
Muslims could regain
their lost glory and
achieve success by sin-
cerely following the
teachings of the Holy
Quran and Sunnah in
every sphere of life.
Addressing the annual
Scerat-un-Nabi
(PBUH) and Urs gath-
ering here at Eidgah
Shrine, the minister
said it was a great hon-
our for him to partici-
pate in the spiritually
significant event. He
said Allah Almighty
had blessed Muslims
by making them fol-
lowers of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH), the most
beloved personality in
the universe and the
source of guidance for
humanity. Highlighting
the unparalleled status
of the Holy Prophet
(PBUH), Ahsan Igbal
said there could never
be any comparison
between the Creator
and His creation, yet
Allah Almighty
Himself commanded
believers to send bless-
ings upon the Prophet
(PBUH), reflecting the
Holy Prophet’s exalted
rank and honour. The
minister.

Pakistan-China friendship
reaches new heights after
PM’s China visit: Tarar

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister
for Information and Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar on Tuesday said
that Pakistan-China friendship
had reached new heights follow-
ing Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif’s recent visit to China,
reaffirming Pakistan’s unwaver-
ing commitment to further
strengthening bilateral coopera-
tion and advancing the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC).

Addressing a  ceremony,
organised by Xinhua News
Agency, in connection with the
construction of CPEC, 75 years
of Pakistan-China friendship and
global governance initiatives, the
minister said it was a matter of
great pride for the government
and the people of Pakistan that
the two countries were celebrat-
ing 75 years of an unbreakable

He said Pakistan and China
shared a unique relationship that
went beyond conventional diplo-
matic ties.

“Many countries

describe
their relations as brotherly,
friendly or cordial, but Pakistan
and China have the distinct hon-
our of being iron brothers,” he
remarked.

Paying tribute to the leader-
ship and peoples of both coun-
tries, Tarar said a renewed com-
mitment to  Pakistan-China
friendship had emerged from the
recent visit to China.

Governor KP lauds PID’s role
in countering disinformation,
promoting natlonal narrative

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa  Faisal ~ Karim
Kundi on Tuesday visited the
Press Information Department
(PID) here, where he was briefed
on the department’s performance,
responsibilities and various oper-
ational wings.

Pakistan ~ Peoples  Party
Central Secretary Information
Nadeem Afzal Chan accompa-
nied the Governor during the
visit.  Principal  Information
Officer (PIO) Mubashir Hassan,
Tamgha-e-Imtiaz, received the
Governor upon his arrival.

During the briefing, officials
highlighted PID’s role in effec-
tively communicating govern-
ment policies and promoting the
national narrative at both domes-
tic and international levels

Speaking on the occasion,

Governor Kundi appreciated the
department’s performance in line
with modern communication
requirements and said the
Ministry of Information and its
attached organizations were ren-
dering valuable services in safe-
guarding national interests and
ensuring the timely dissemination
of accurate information.

He said the ministry’s efforts
to counter negative and mislead-
ing narratives against Islam and
the State of Pakistan were com-
mendable and reflected its com-
mitment to protecting the coun-
try’s image.

Consul General Attends
oath-taking ceremony of
khyber s0c1ety of Amerlca

PEAK POINT

NEW YORK: The Consul
General of Pakistan in New York,
Mr. Aamer Ahmed Atozai, attend-
ed the oath-taking ceremony of
the newly elected cabinet of the
Khyber Society of America as the
Chief Guest.Addressing the gath-
ering, the Consul General con-
gratulated the incoming office-
bearers and commended the
Society’s longstanding efforts in
promoting unity, cultural her-
itage, and community engage-

ment among Pakistani-
Americans, particularly those
with roots in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa. He emphasized the

imponz‘xnt role of diaspora organi-
zations in strengthening people-
to-people ties and fostering a pos-
itive  image of  Pakistan
abroad.Mr. Atozai expressed his
best wishes to the new cabinet
and reaffirmed the Consulate’s
support for initiatives aimed at
serving and empowering the
community.

Dialogue among civilizations imperative for peaceful resolution
of conflicts and sustainable stability: Sardar Ayaz Sadiq

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD:  Speaker temations!
National Assembly, Sardar }a.qgue.
Civilizations,

Ayaz Sadiq has said that fos-
tering mutual respect, toler-

ance, and  constructive .
Sadiq

issued on the occasion of the

worldwide on June 10 each
year.Speaker Sardar Ayaz
emphasized

parliamentary  diplomacy,

Day  for and constructive engage-
among ment.Speaker Sardar Ayaz
observed  Sadiq further stated that par-

liaments, being the true rep-
resentatives of the people,

that  can play a pivotal role in pro-

respect, and

advancing
shared development and sus-
tainable peace.Referring to
Pakistan’s diplomatic role,
Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq
said that during recent ten-
sions in the Middle East, in

tensions as well,

response  to

Pakistan
demonstrated a responsible
approach by offering trans-

India’s

Shehbaz  Sharif and the
strategic leadership of Chief
of Defence Forces Field

parent, impartial, and joint Marshal Syed Asim Munir
investigations  into  the played a significant role in
Pahalgam false flag incident effectively presenting

Pakistan’s stance at the glob-

engagement among diverse
cultures, civilizations, and
nations is indispensable for
global peace, stability, and
shared prosperity. He stated
that in the prevailing global
scenario, dialogue, diploma-
cy, and mutual cooperation,
rather than confrontation, are
the need of the hour for the
peaceful resolution of differ-
ences and disputes. He made
these remarks in his message

Pakistan has consistently
championed the cause of
global peace, interfaith har-
mony, tolerance, and mutual
respect at the international
level. He added that contem-
porary security, economic,
and environmental chal-
lenges facing the global com-
munity can only be effective-

ly and inably addressed

moting harmony, respect, and
cordial relations among
nations. He highlighted that
the 103  Parliamentary
Friendship Groups estab-
lished in the National
Assembly of Pakistan are
actively  contributing  to
strengthening ties with par-
Ilaments around the world,
i mutual under-

through collective efforts,

standing, fostering trust and

Pakistan, as a responsible and
peace-loving state, played a
constructive and proactive
role in promoting dialogue
and understanding between
East and West. He noted that
Pakistan’s efforts for the pro-
motion of dialogue have been
widely acknowledged at the
international level. NA
Speaker further added that
during the Pakistan-India

unfounded propaganda
against Pakistan, while con-
sistently emphasizing dia-
logue and diplomatic means
for resolution. He said
Pakistan has always priori-
tized peaceful dispute resolu-
tion, regional stability, and
trust-building.Speaker Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq said that the
statesmanship  of  Prime
Minister Muhammad

al level, which was widely
recognized by the interna-
tional community.Speaker
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq stressed
that all outstanding disputes
must be resolved through
dialogue, understanding, and
mutual respect for sovereign-
ty, rights, and the principle of
self-determination. He reiter-
ated the need for a peaceful
settlement.




