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ISLAMABAD: A meeting with Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, Tuesday, was
apprised that the number of individuals benefit-
ing from digital banking in the country exceed-
ed to 127 million. The prime minister com-
mended the economic team and the State Bank
of Pakistan for shifting salaries, pensions and
vendor payments by the federal and provincial
governments to the ‘Raast’ digital payment sys-
tem. The prime minister chaired a review meet-
ing on promotion of cashless economy in the
country. During the meeting, it was apprised
that during the period from July 2025 to
January 2026, payments amounting to worth
Rs 1.6 trillion were made through Raast by the

Number of individuals
benefiting from digital banking
surpasses 127mn: PM told

minister appreciated the ministry of finance
team for the achievement. The meeting was|
attended by Ministers Muhammad Aurangzeb,
Ahad Khan Cheema, Attaullah Tarar, Shaza
Fatima Khawaja, Ali Pervaiz Malik, Minister|
of State Bilal Azhar Kayani, Governor State|
Bank Jameel Ahmad, provincial chief secre-
taries and other senior officials, PM Office|
Media Wing said in a press release. The prime
minister also appreciated Benazir Income
Support Programme (BISP) team for provision|
of financial assistance to 71 percent of eligible
beneficiaries so far under the PM’s Ramazan
Relief Package.

The meeting was further informed that in
last year, 24 percent of beneficiaries had|

federal and provincial governments. The prime

received the amount by the 12th day.

in the country.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister ch:

T

464 Afghan combatants killed, 188
check posts destroyed in operation

Ghazab lil-Haq: Atta Tarar

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Information and
Broadcasting Attaullah Tarar on Tuesday said that the
security forces have killed 464 combatants of the Afghan
Taliban regime, destroyed their 188 posts, and captured
31 others during Operation Ghazab lil-Hagq, launched fol-
lowing “unprovoked action” from across the border.

Providing a summary of Afghan Taliban regime’s
losses at 16:00 hours, the minister said that over 665
Afghan operatives were injured during Operation Ghazab
lil-Haq (Righteous Fury).

Around 192 tanks, armoured vehicles, and artillery
guns have also been destroyed during the operation.

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD:
Pakistan’s Defence
Minister Khawaja
Muhammad Asif has
stated that the objective
behind the war against
Iran is to bring Israeli
influence  closer to
Pakistan’s borders,
alleging that the conflict
was imposed on Iran
despite its willingness to
agree to a deal.

In a post on the
social media platform X,
the defence minister
wrote that  Zionism
poses a threat to human-
ity.
He said that since the
establishment of Israel
on Palestinian land,
every major crisis and
war imposed on the
Islamic  world has,
directly or indirectly,
reflected Zionist ideolo-

gy and state influence.
He further claimed

that Zionism has domi-
nated the global eco-
nomic system for over a
century and that major
powers remain hostage
to it. Referring to
Pakistan, he said the
country is a nuclear
power and its armed
forces are respected
worldwide by the grace
and help of Allah. He
paid tribute to the coun-
try’s martyrs and veter-
ans, stating that their

War on Iran aims to extend Israeli influence
to Pakistan’s borders: Khawaja Asif

sacrifices have safe- Israel’s influence up to
guarded national Pakistan’s borders. He
N further asserted that

sovereignty.

He also prayed for
those who played a role
in making Pakistan a
nuclear power and salut-
ed Nawaz Sharif for his
courage in conducting
nuclear tests. Khawaja
Asif  reiterated  that
despite Iran’s consent to
an agreement, war was
imposed on it as part of a
Zionist-designed agen-
da, which he alleged also
includes extending

Afghanistan, Iran, and
India share a common
agenda rooted in hostili-
ty toward Pakistan, aim-
ing to render its borders
insecure, encircle the
country with adver-
saries, and reduce it to a
dependent state.

He emphasized that
250 million Pakistanis,
regardless  of  their
school of thought, must
understand this alleged
conspiracy and  the
intentions of what he
described as eternal ene-
mies, despite internal
differences.

The defence minister
concluded by praying
for unity within the
Muslim world, for the
ability to recognize
adversaries, for the free-
dom of Palestine,.

US Marines fired on
protesters storming
consulate in Karachi,
US officials say

PEAK POINT

WASHINGTON:
United States Marines
opened fire on demon-

strators  during  the
storming of the Karachi
consulate over the

weekend, two US offi-
cials said on Monday
— arare use of force at
a diplomatic post that
could sharply escalate
tensions in the country
amid widespread
protests over the assas-
sination of Iran’s lead-
er. On Sunday, 11 peo-
ple were killed when
protesters breached the
compound’s outer wall
after Tranian Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei was assassi-
nated in strikes on

Iran. Citing initial
information, the two
US officials.

PAA says Pakistan’s

Hundreds dead in Iran and dozens

in Lebanon along with 11 in Israel

airspace remains
‘completely
available’ for civil
o PEAK POINT
aviation traffic )
IRAN: The Iranian Red
—PEAKPOINT — Crescent Society said on

RAWALPINDI: The
Pakistan Airports
Authority (PAA) said
on Tuesday that the
country’s  airspace
remained “fully open,
safe, and completely
available for all civil
aviation traffic”. The
clarification  came
after the authority
issued a notice to air-
men (Notam) regard-
ing specific air routes
in Karachi and Lahore
regions, saying they
would remain
unavailable from
March 3 to March 31
between 9am and 3
pm daily. The Notam
said “selected ATS
(air traffic service)
routes segments” in
the Karachi.

Tuesday the US-Israeli
operation has killed at least
787 people.

The society provided
no information regarding
the number of the injured
in a statement quoted by
semi-official Tasnim news
agency. Search and rescue
operations are ongoing in
the rubble of the bombed
buildings, it added.

In Israel, where several
locations were hit by
Tranian missiles, 11 people
were killed. The news
agency reported airstrikes
killed 13 Iranian troops in
Kerman, 800 kilometers
(500 miles) southeast of
Iran’s capital, Tehran.

Tsrael’s retaliatory
strikes against Hezbollah
killed 52 people in
Lebanon.

“Military  escalation

would force more families

from their homes and hit
civilians hard,” said Amy
Pope, director general of
the International
Organisation on Migration,
calling for the international
community to press for de-
escalation. “Millions are
already displaced in the
region.”

The US military has
confirmed six deaths of
American service mem-
bers. All six were Army

US official who
authorized to comment
publicly and spoke on con-
dition of anonymity.

soldiers in a logistics unit
in Kuwait, according to a
———

was not

Three people were
killed in the United Arab
Emirates, and one each in
Kuwait and Bahrain.

The chaos of the con-
flict became apparent
when the US military said
Kuwait had “mistakenly
shot down” three American
fighter jets while Iran was

attacking it with aircraft,

ballistic ~ missiles and
drones.  US  Central
Command said all six

pilots ejected safely.
Nuclear facilities and
missile infrastructure tar-
geted Iranian state TV said
strikes caused two explo-
sions carly Tuesday at a

broadcasting facility in|_

Tehran, but said no one
was injured.

Reza Najafi,
ambassador to
International Atomic
Energy  Agency, told
reporters that airstrikes tar-
geted the Natanz nuclear
enrichment site on Sunday.

“Their justification that
Iran wants to develop
nuclear weapons is simply
a big lie,” he said.

Israel and the US have
not acknowledged strikes
at the site, which the US
bombed in the 12-day war
between Iran.

Iran’s
the

Indian media aflutter after

“airplane shaped halloon”
spotted in occupied Kashmir

PEAK POINT

NEW DEHLI: A balloon in the shape of an air-
plane has caused a stir on Indian media.
According to several media outlets, the bal-
loon has been taken into police custody.

Indian news agency ANI posted on X that
an “aircraft-shaped balloon” with “PIA” writ-
ten on its was found in Rajouri in occupied
Kashmir.

“The police team took the object into pos-
session. No electrical or electronic compo-
nents were found affixed,” the post said, citing
police.

The images shared with the post showed a
deflated balloon in the shape of a plane and
with the words PIA on the sides, ostensibly a
reference to Pakistan International Airlines.
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Sialkot Stallionz officially change name to
Multan Sultans under new management

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD:  The  Sialkot
Stallionz have officially changed
their name to the Multan Sultans,
Pakistan Super League (PSL)
CEO Salman Naseer announced
on Tuesday.

In a press conference, Naseer
said that the group’s name change
request, put forward by the team’s
new CEO, Gohar Shah, had been
officially accepted.

According to him, the name
change request was Shah’s first act

A P 94
as CEO of the franchise, as the
name ‘Multan Sultans’ had not
previously been available.

“You saw him (Shah) amongst
other bidders at the team auction
for the Multan Sultans,” the PSL
CEO said. “There was a lot of
desire, passion, and I think Gohar
was the most disappointed when
he couldn’t get the team.”

The PSL CEO added that the
option to change team names had
been kept in all auction processes,
including the ability to request a
name that was not one of the six

peb.com.pk
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provided.
“At the time, I think Multan
was not available, so he chose
Sialkot,” Nascer said, adding that
as soon as Shah came in as CEO of
the franchise, he had applied for a
name change, discussing the terms
and conditions as well as the one-
time licence fee required.

Additionally, Naseer
announced that the per annum
franchise fees for the team had
been increased from Rs1.85bn to
Rs2bn.

Gohar Shah, who was also pre-

sent at the press conference d
invited to speak, expressed his
happiness that “south Punjab’s
representation is back in the
league”.

“We were wondering: how will
a stallion defeat the HBL PSL
alone?” he quipped. “A stallion
needs a sultan.”

0OZ Developers put forward a
massive Rs1.85bn bid to win
Sialkot at the PSL auction in
January, the highest ever bid for a
PSL franchise.

Pakistan likely f make
ey changes in ODI squad
for Bangladesh series

— PEAK POINT

LAHORE: Pakistan’s national cricket team is
likely to witness major changes ahead of
upcoming three-match ODI series against
Bangladesh.

Reports suggested that key senior players
are likely to be excluded from the squad. The
decision to make these changes comes as the
team looks toward their future preparations,
specifically focusing on the ICC Men’s
Cricket World Cup and the 2028 T20 World
Cup. The team management and selectors are
in favor of giving opportunities to younger
players in order to build a more robust and
sustainable lineup for upcoming international
events.

As part of this shake-up, Babar Azam,
Saim Ayub, and Mohammad Nawaz may be
left out of the squad. The focus is on bringing
fresh talent into the fold and laying down a
strategic long-term plan for the team’s suc-
cess.

The three-match ODI series against
Bangladesh is scheduled for March 11, 13,
and 15, 2026, at the Sher-e-Bangla National
Stadium in Dhaka. Pakistan’s team is expect-
ed to arrive in Bangladesh on March 9,
though the tense regional situation could

potentially affect the tour’s schedule.

Emirates ICC elite panel
of match officials named
for ICC T20 CWC semis

* o
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DUBAT Richard
Illingworth and Alex
Wharf will be the on-
field umpires for the
first ICC Men’s T20
World  Cup 2026
semi-final between
South  Africa and
New Zealand on
Wednesday.
Illingworth was in
the middle for South
Africa’s victory at
this stage two years
ago, when the Proteas
dismissecd

and  won

oversaw
Zealand’s

umpire,

Javagal
appointed
referce.

Afghanistan for 56

the same opposition
in the group stage this
time around,
press release.

The pair will be
joined in Kolkata by
Nitin Menon as third
with Rod
Tucker in place as
fourth umpire, and

The second semi-
final between India
and  England, in
Mumbai, will be
overseen by on-field
umpires Chris
Gaffaney and
Allahuddien Paleker.

The two nations
met at the same stage
in 2024, a match
India won by 68 runs,
with Gaffaney also in
place for that one. In

by nine this competition so

wickets, while Wharf far, he has been in the

middle for India’s
matches against
South Africa and the
West Indies.

Paleker has taken
control  of  two
England  matches,
against the West
Indies and Scotland,
as well as India’s vic-

New
win over

said a

tory over the
Netherlands.

Srinath Adrian Holdstock

as match will be the third

umpire in Mumbai,

with Paul Reiffel the
fourth umpire. Andy
Pycroft is the match
referee.

Semi-Final 1
Kolkata, Wednesday,

March  4-  South
Africa \ New
Zecaland;  On-Ficld
Umpires: Richard

Tllingworth & Alex

Wharf; Third
Umpire: Nitin
Menon; Fourth
Umpire: Rod Tucker;
Match Referee:

Javagal Srinath.
Semi-Final 2

Mumbai, Thursday,
March 5- India v
England;  On-Field
Umpires: Chris
Gaffaney &

Allahuddien Paleker;
Third Umpire: Adrian
Holdstock;  Fourth
Umpire: Paul Reiffel;
Match Referee: Andy
Pycroft.

Lions tour, England Women's training camp
in UAE cancelled over security situation

ITF Wheelchair Tennis World Team Cup
Qualification event begins in Colombo
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KOLKATA: Unbeaten South
Africa continue their quest
for a maiden World Cup title
in the first semi-final of the
T20 World Cup against New
Zealand in Kolkata on
Wednesday, with a potential
repeat of the 2024 final
against India awaiting.

Should Aiden Markram’s
side inflict their second
defeat of the tournament on
New Zealand — they beat
them comfortably in the
group stage then a
rematch against India for the
trophy could be on the cards.

Suryakumar Yadav’s
defending champions will
first have to get past Harry
Brook’s England in Mumbai
on Thursday — a block-
buster clash that is being
talked about excitedly across
the cricket-mad city.

But South Africa are
unbeaten and are a team on

the up after decades of gain-
ing a reputation for “chok-

ing” on the big stage.

They finally won their
first global cricket trophy
when they lifted the World
Test Championship last year,
and eight members of that
side are in the T20 World
Cup squad. South Africa

South Afrlca, India eye
T20 World Cup rematch
as semi-finals begin

South Africa had one hand
on the trophy with 26 needed
from the last four overs with
six wickets in hand.

But a dramatic mini-col-
lapse saw them finish on
169-8 as India won by seven
runs.

have been strong in all

departments and appear to
have the form to break their
white-ball duck after their
agonising final defeat to
India two years ago.

Chasing 177 in Barbados,

Markram has led from the
front, scoring 86 not out in a

seven-wicket romp past
semi-final opponents New
Zealand in the group phase,
casily chasing 176 with 17
balls to spare.
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IRS convenes Pre-COP 31 dlalogue

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: The Institute
of Regional Studies (IRS)
convened an Eminent Talk
with Senator Zarqa
Suharwardy Taimur as an
inaugural Pre-COP31 dia-
logue on “Strengthening
Climate  Governance in
Pakistan.” The event brought

opening  remarks, Amb
Jauhar Saleem, President
IRS, noted that global tem-
peratures are now as warm as
at any point in the last
125,000 years, underscoring
the unprecedented scale of
current warming. He cau-
tioned that if this trajectory
continues, severe risks to
ecosystems, food security,

on Pakistan’s Cllmate Agenda

ue to hinder effective imple-
mentation at the grassroots
level.Dr. Zarqa emphasized
that meaningful climate jus-
tice cannot be achieved with-
out robust district-level gov-
ernance. Drawing on recent
flood experiences, she under-
scored the consequences of
unregulated urban expansion
along riverbeds and its dis-

increasingly water-stressed
country.Mr. Talha Tufail
Bhatti, Lead, Climate
Governance &  Policy
Program at IRS, remarked
that at a time of political
polarization and declining
trust in institutions, climate
governance must transcend
clectoral cycles and short-

together policymakers,
researchers, and practitioners
to deliberate on institutional
reforms, legislative priorities,
and impl itation  gaps  fi
within the country’s climate
governance framework.In his

and global
become

stability will

Delivering the address,
Zarqa reflected on Pakistan’s
d policy landscape,
observing that contradictory
decisions often undermine

inevitable.
Dr.

B Madd
progress in long-term carbon
markets and climate adapta-
She high-

although
Pakistan actively participates

tion initiatives.
lighted that

in international climate nego-
tiations and receives climate
finance, structural weakness-
es and limited empowerment
of local governments contin-

stressed

proportionate impact on vul-
nerable communities, partic-
ularly women and persons
with disabilities.
the urgency of
rethinking agricultural and
water-use practices in an

term policy horizons. A shift
in mindset from unintended
environmental degradation to
intentional planetary stew-
ardship is essential to ensur-
ing sustainable and equitable
climate action.

She also

“Submit Full Written Evidence in 10 Days”: NAVTTC
asked to produce records before Senate Panel

NADEEM TANOLIT

ISLAMABAD: Facing heightened parlia-
mentary pressure, officials of the National
Vocational and Technical Training
Commission (NAVTTC) have been direct-
ed to submit detailed written replies sup-
ported by documentary evidence within
ten days, as the Senate Sub Committee
escalated its review of governance, finan-
cial management, and program perfor-
mance in the technical and vocational
education sector.The Sub Committee of
the Senate Standing Committee on
Federal Education and Professional
Training continued its proceedings under
the chairmanship of Senator Kamran
Murtaza. Senator Rana Mahmood ul
Hassan, who moved the agenda, presented
a six point questionnaire seeking clarifi-
cations from the Ministry of Federal

Education and Professional Training and
NAVTTC on key operational and perfor-
mance matters.During the session,
NAVTTC  officials  informed the
Committee that the complainant refer-
enced in the matter had not responded to
repeated attempts to establish contact
through official calls and email corre-
spondence. The Committee took note of
the explanation but proceeded with fur-
ther scrutiny of the institution’s submis-
sions.After deliberations, the presiding
officer issued clear dircctions to the
Ministry and NAVTTC to provide com-
prehensive written responses within ten
days, along with all supporting records,
for in depth examination in the next sit-
ting. The Committee signaled that verbal
briefings would not suffice and that docu-
mented accountability would be central to

the review process.Officials also submit-
ted previously requisitioned data during
the meeting. Members indicated that the
material would undergo detailed evalua-
tion in upcoming proceedings as part of
the Sub Committee’s oversight man-
date.Reaffirming the Committee’s com-
mitment to transparency and institutional
reform, Senator Kamran Murtaza empha-
sized that parliamentary oversight is
essential to ensure efficiency, account-
ability, and equitable delivery of voca-
tional and technical training programs
across the country.The matter has been
deferred to the next sitting, with strict
instructions for timely compliance and
submission of complete documentation, as
lawmakers  continue to  examine
NAVTTC’s performance and administra-
tive conduct.

FUUAST holds
orientation session
for new students

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Federal Urdu University of
Arts, Science and Technology (FUUAST),
Islamabad campus, on Tuesday organized a
comprehensive orientation session to welcome
newly admitted students for the upcoming aca-
demic session. Hundreds of fresh students, car-
rying dreams of a bright future, participated in
the event. Welcome stalls were set up to receive
students stepping onto the university campus
for the first time. In addition to departmental
introductory sessions, a central orientation cer-
emony was held at the university auditorium.

Vice Chancellor, Dr Zabta Khan Shinwari,
warmly welcomed the new students and
described them as the most valued segment of
the university community.
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Water
concerns
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Arif Mehmood

creasing its water storage capacity on

the Jhelum and Chenab rivers confirm
official concerns that New Delhi is weaponising
the shared resource against Pakistan. The increase
in storage capacity from roughly 15 days to near-
ly two months will expand India’s holding ability
on the rivers allocated to Pakistan under the Indus
‘Waters Treaty, giving it unprecedented leverage
over downstream flows. In an agrarian economy
like ours, where sowing cycles rely on predictable
river discharge, even brief interruptions can cause
lasting damage. A 55- to 60-day window to regu-
late flows could enable India to create artificial
scarcity during critical crop cycles, especially dur-
ing the low-flow winter months. The reverse sce-
nario is as alarming. During monsoon surges,
large upstream storage gives India the capacity to
release lated water in d vol-
umes, flooding downstream regions. Although
the TWT has survived wars and diplomatic rup-
tures since it was signed in 1960, India’s decision
to place it “in abeyance”, followed by a series of
contentious steps, has unsettled a framework long
valued for its predictability and stability. Against
this backdrop, the recent directive by the Court of
Arbitration instructing India to share specific pro-
Jject-related data for the dams it is building on
Pakistani rivers has significance beyond procedu-
ral compliance.

A capable state

Dr Niaz Murtaza

OR right-wingers, the
Fbesl state is one that

shrinks its role in eco-
nomic matters to a minimum
— even in those areas that
may indirectly affect them,
for example, environment
and social policy. Such
neoliberal views dominate
economic policy and debates
globally. In Pakistan, their
hold on actual policy is limit-
ed. Policy is always led by
those who follow predatory
crony capitalism. But the
shrillest critique of such poli-
cies comes from IMF-type
neoliberals.

States that have pro-
gressed in modern history
displayed neither predatory
nor neoliberal traits. In
predatory states, officials
adopt policies that provide
largesse to their crony capi-
talists in return for kick-
backs. State policies inhibit
long-term equitable progress.
Such states can’t even
achieve the two most basic
goals of progress: economic
stability and durable growth.
They largely benefit predato-
ry elites.

The neoliberal state is a
different beast. The state
largely follows on delivering
macroeconomic  stability,
rule of law and security
while leaving economic
development largely to the
private sector. Predatory
crony ties are replaced by
policies that achieve stability
and growth but ignore the
other two key goals of

ss — equity and sus-
tainability. So, even stable
economic growth unfairly

benefits the rich.

But neither today’s
advanced neoliberal Western
states nor the relatively suc-
cessful Asian states followed
neoliberalism in their early
stages of development as
their private sectors then
were not strong enough to
ensure €coNOMmic progress on
their own. The state usually
provided an overall intelli-
gent design for economic
progress and helped the pri-
vate sector enter higher-end
economic sectors via sound
policies that provided tech-
nological knowhow, global
market information, prefer-
ential loans, etc. but only to
dynamic firms that delivered
growth. They also helped
ensure a fair share of eco-
nomic growth to all sections
of society. History clearly
shows that hardly any coun-
try has progressed that didn’t
have a capable state which
went beyond bookish neolib-
eral prescriptions to play
such roles.

The neoliberal mantra of
states shrinking their size is
wrong.

So, the neoliberal mantra
of states shrinking their size
is clearly wrong. The right
one is that predatory states
must shed their fat and devel-
op muscles to deliver the
roles played by developmen-
tal-cum-welfare states. Even
today, as the neoliberal for-
mula fails to ensure growth
even in advanced economies
such as the US, leaders like
President Donald Trump are
adopting activist state poli-
cies to reignite growth; Asian
developmental states like

China continue to do so too.

While neoliberals abhor
state enterprises, the reality
is that almost every state
globally, except perhaps the
Vatican, has them in strategic
areas that serve critical
national goals or where the
private sectors can’t perform
due to minimum firm size
requirements. Of course,
such units must be managed
well to not incur needless
losses, as ours do. But even
with our units, buried below
the headlines of their huge
overall losses are more
nuanced details. Around 35
per cent of our state units do
make a profit regularly.
Among the loss-making
ones, a few account for the
bulk of the losses, such as
PIA, Pakistan Steel Mills and
electricity distribution com-
panies. Even the latter don’t
incur losses due only to poor
management and political
interference — there are also
the overall problems of our
power sector linked to bad
state policies such as poorly
negotiated IPP contracts and
line losses.

So, until we can have
such a capable state, we can
forget about progress and
even peace. The million-dol-
lar question is how to craft
such a state. For conserva-
tives, the answer lies in
mindless formulas such as
the establishment imposing a
technocratic set-up (which
presumably includes those
giving such ideas). But there
is not even one case of a suc-
cessful technocratic  state
globally.

Courtesy Dawn

The long
shadow of conflict

Muhammad Hamid Zaman
egardless of one's political viewpoint, we can
Rzgree that armed conflicts lead to the loss
f innocent lives. That person may be a
concert goer in the desert, a worker at an airport
in a foreign land, a child buried under the rubble
in an elementary school or someone whose
dwelling happens to be near the border. Perhaps
some may dismiss these incidents as inevitable
outcomes of modern war, but that line of think-
ing takes away from our collective humanity.
We tend to dismiss this 'collateral' loss of life
because we do not think of the victims as our
own. We think of these people as mere numbers
or faceless statistics. But they are people with
families, loved ones, aspirations, a past, present
and a future. Perhaps another way to think about
them is to imagine them as our relatives, friends
or loved ones — because after all, they are some-
one's relative, friend, or loved one. What if that
someone was us? The impact on the innocent
goes beyond the present. For many caught up in
the conflict, the physical and psychological
wounds are real and permanent. But we now
know that some of the actual wounds also affect
future generations. Modern conflicts lead to not
Jjust loss of life in the current moment, but also
affect the health of generations born long after
the guns go silent. The nature of weapons used
in modern wars is such that it affects land,
waterways and the environment and allows for
the development and proliferation of pathogens
that quickly become drug-resistant and fail to
respond to front-line antibiotics. As a result, a
manageable infection becomes deadly, and a
routine surgical procedure can be a death sen-
tence. Research within the last decade from
Lebanon, Iraq, Syria, Ukraine, Sudan, Yemen
and Afghanistan, among other countries, has
shown that the presence of heavy metals in the
weapons of war leads to mutations in
pathogenic bacteria that allow for the develop-
ment of drug-resistant infections, making exist-
ing drugs impotent, and affecting not just those
who are caught in conflict, but those in sur-
rounding areas as well.
Courtesy Tribune
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FM Dar expresses concern at
‘sudden’ US-Israel attack on Iran

~ \
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ISLAMABAD:  Deputy  Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq
Dar on Tuesday expressed concern at
the “sudden” US-Isracl coordinated
attack on Iran, despite “positive
direction” observed in talks between
Washington and Tehran. The minister
made the remarks while addressing
the Senate. In his speech, he recalled
that the process of talks between the
US and Tran “going successfully”. He
also highlighted Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif’s visit to Austria,

where he held a meeting with the
International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) chief, who Dar said was
“optimistic that dialogue was heading
in a positive direction”. The foreign
minister also recalled his conversa-
tion with the foreign minister of
Oman last night, where he was told
that the last round of talks between
the US and Iran had ended “on a pos-
itive note”. “He told me that after the
talks, the Omani foreign minister
flew to Washington, where he met the
vice president and told him that the
dialogue was going in a positive
direction,” Dar said. Expressing con-
cern at the “sudden” attack in light of
the above-mentioned developments,
he said, “It was a repeat of what hap-
pened in June last year,” referring to
the 12-day war between Israel and
Iran in June. FM Dar recalled that last
year in June, he, along with Iran’s
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi,
was in Istanbul at the meeting of a
multilateral forum. “Tensions were

desplte ‘positive direction’ in talks

building up, and I remember Field
Marshal Asim Munir sahib was on his
way from the US to Pakistan and
Araghchi suggested that T should ask
the field marshal to come to
Istanbul,” he said.

“So on June 12, the field marshal
and I had a meeting with Araghchi,
where we tried to convince him to
resolve things through diplomacy and
dialogue,” he said. The foreign minis-
ter also recalled his August 2025
meeting with US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio, where Dar said he had
taken up the issue of Iran. “T received
a positive response,” he said, adding
that Pakistan, on its part had tried to
ensure that the issue was resolved.

He said Pakistan objected to the
US demand of no enrichment, argu-
ing that “peaceful use of nuclear ener-
gy was a legitimate right”.

He recalled that it was agreed that
“there should be surveillance of two
to three countries, and Iran was happy
with that”.

PMYP, UN Women Pakistan
align to expand young female’s
economic, digital footprint
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ISLAMABAD: Chairman of the Prime

Minister’s  Youth  Programme,
Mashhood Ahmad Khan met

4Es framework education,
engagement

ity and women’s empowerment.

Outlining policy direction, the PMYP
chairman said programme interventions
in the National Youth

were anchored

Employment Policy, which focuses on
school to work transition, skills develop-

Deputy
Country Representative of UN Women
Pakistan, Ms Fahmida Igbal at the Prime
Minister’s Office to discuss collaboration
aimed at advancing young women’s eco-
nomic, digital and leadership empowerment.

The meeting underscored a shared under-
standing that young women must be placed
at the centre of Pakistan’s demographic divi-
dend and inclusive growth agenda. Both
sides noted the alignment between PMYP’s
employment,
and environment and UN
‘Women’s mandate to promote gender equal-

markets.

Rana

wellbeing.

by 2030.
Under the PM Youth

ment, entrepreneurship and inclusive labour

He also shared progress on the National
Adolescents and Youth Policy, which priori-
tises digital inclusion, prevention of gender
based violence, safer online spaces, child
marriage prevention and youth health and

Women’s economic participation was
highlighted as a national priority. Officials
noted that the female labour force participa-
tion rate stands at 21.5 per cent, with a
national target of increasing it to 35 per cent

Business and
Agriculture Loan Scheme, a 25 per cent
quota has been reserved for women. The
need to enhance uptake through gender
responsive financial literacy, enterprise
readiness, mentorship and innovative financ-
ing models was also discussed.

PMYP, UN Women Pakistan align to
expand young female’s economic.

Karachi-Rohri
rail track up
gradation likely
to start by
July: Abbasi

ISLAMABAD:
Federal Minister for
Railways Hanif
Abbasi on Tuesday
informed the House
that, under the direc-
tives of the Prime
Minister, a decision
has been taken to
upgrade the 48-kilo-
metre Karachi-Rohri
railway section, with
work on laying a
new track expected
to commence by the
end of July.
Responding to a
question during
question hour, the
minister said
Pakistan Railways

ISLAMABAD: Chalrman of the Prime Mmlster s Youth Programme, Rana Mashhood
Ahmad Khan talking to Deputy Country Representative of UN Women Pakistan, Ms

Fahmida Igbal at the Prime Minister’s Office.

has witnessed con-
sistent growth in
freight and passen-
ger revenues over the

past few  years,
reflecting  gradual
financial improve-

ment in the depart-
ment.

He said freight
carnings stood at Rs
23 billion in 2020—
21, Rs 17 billion in
2022-23, and Rs 28
billion in 2023-24.
During the ongoing
fiscal year 2024-25,
freight revenue has
reached approxi-
mately Rs 31.73 bil-
lion, he added.

Sharing passen-
ger revenue figures,
he said the depart-
ment earned Rs 30
billion in 2020-21.

Empowering women not an act of
charity, it is an investment in
national prosperity: Misbah Khar
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of the
Inter-Parliamentary Speakers
Conference and Advisor to the
Chairman Senate Misbah Khar
Tuesday said that International
Women'’s Day is not merely a cele-
bration, but a reminder of the collec-
tive responsibility to create equitable
opportunities for women across all
sectors of society. Addressing the
International Women’s Day celebra-
tion held at Millennium Universal
International College (MUIC) she
highlighted the indispensable role of
women in Pakistan’s history,
progress, and future development.
Khar extended her gratitude to the
organizers, distinguished guests,
faculty members, and students for
hosting a meaningful event dedicat-
ed to recognizing women'’s achieve-

ments and advancing the cause of
gender equity and inclusive leader-
ship. Reflecting on Pakistan’s
struggle for independence and
national development, she paid
tribute to Fatima Jinnah, the
Mother of the Nation, for mobiliz-
ing women during the freedom
movement alongside Muhammad
Ali Jinnah. She also acknowledged
the pioneering efforts of Rana
Liaquat Ali Khan in promoting
women’s social and political
empowerment. She made special
reference to Benazir Bhutto, the
first  Muslim  woman Prime
Minister of Pakistan and the
Muslim world, describing her as a
symbol of courage, resilience, and
visionary leadership who shattered
barriers and inspired generations of
women to aspire to positions of
national and global leadership.

Security forces foil
infiltration attempts in

Balochistan, KP: Dr. Tarlq Fazal
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister
for Parliamentary Affairs Dr.
Tariq Fazal Chaudhary on
Tuesday said Pakistan’s security
forces had successfully thwarted
infiltration attempts by terrorists
in parts of northern Balochistan,
reaffirming that the country’s
borders remain secure.

In a statement posted on X, he
said enemy elements attempted
to infiltrate and launch ground
attacks in the districts of Qilla
Saifullah, Nushki, and Chaman.
He added that security forces
responded promptly and foiled
the attempts.

The minister said dozens of
terrorists were killed in the retal-

iatory action, while several oth-
ers were injured and forced to
flee.

He further said that another

terrorist attempt in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa was also foiled,
with a large number of militants
eliminated during the operation.

“These operations are clear
evidence that our armed forces
remain vigilant, professional, and
fully prepared at all times.

Operation against illegally
residing Afghan nationals is
ongoing in District Bannu

ABDUS SALAM BAITAB

BANNU:An operation against
illegally residing Afghan nation-
als is ongoing in District Bannu. A
total of 149 Afghan nationals and
35 facilitators have been arrest-
ed.A comprehensive and orga-
nized operation against illegally
residing Afghan nationals is con-
tinuously underway in District
Bannu. Large-scale actions are
being carried out within the juris-
dictions of various police sta-
tions.In light of the clear direc-
tives of District Police Officer
(DPO) Bannu, Yasir Afridi, and
under the direct supervision of
SDPOs, an effective operation has
been conducted against illegally
residing foreign nationals. Despite
repeated warning announcements
by the Government of Pakistan,
individuals residing illegally did
not take voluntary repatriation
seriously.Considering the current

national security situation, where
illegally residing Afghan nation-
als have become a sccurity risk,
the scope of the operation at the
district level has been further
expanded down to the grassroots
level to ensure law and order.
During the operation, 149 Afghan
nationals were taken into custody,
cases were registered against
them under the Foreign Act, and
formal investigations have been
initiated. Meanwhile, legal action
has also been started against 35
facilitators, including landlords
and shop owners, with cases reg-

istered under  Section 10
RBO.Illegally residing Afghan
citizens have been clearly

informed that their current status
has become unlawful; therefore,
they are advised to return to their
homeland respectfully as soon as
possible, which would be in their
best interest.

PTA Tells Senate: Revenues Top Rs 1
Trillion, 1 Million+ Harmful URLSs Blocked

engagement, and
deliberative scrutiny.
The heightened pace

During this period,
the Assembly was
convened for 84 sit-

PILDAT reviews the legislative performance
and effectiveness of the 16th National Assembly

second year. The
average budget per
sitting rose signifi-
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uthority (PTA) and effectiveness of

came under scrutiny
during a Senate ques-
tion and answer ses-
sion, where the gov-
emnment laid  out

sweeping claims of

record telecom
growth, aggressive
content  blocking,

child online protec-
tion measures, and
plans for a nationwide
5G rollout. Senators
pressed for clarity on

the sector reported
over Rs 1 trillion in
revenues and nearly
198 million mobile
subscribers.During
the  session, the

Minister Incharge of

the Cabinet Division
outlined PTA’s statu-
tory mandate,
describing it as the
principal telecom reg-
ulator responsible for
licensing, spectrum

tion, and enforcement
of Universal Service
Fund obligations. The
Authority was also
described as the key
body ensuring mod-
ernization of telecom
infrastructure  and
protecting user rights
while regulating mar-
ket competition.The
Senate was informed
that under PTA’s reg-
ulatory framework,

penetration reported-
ly increased from
53.6 percent to 60.6
percent, while broad-
band subscribers
surged to 150 mil-
lion. The number of
4G subscribers
jumped from 111.9
million to 141.4 mil-
lion, reflecting a
major shift toward
data driven connec-
tivity.

the 16th National
Assembly during its
second year, PILDAT
has noted that while
the Assembly record-
ed the highest leg-
islative output among
recent assemblies, it
continued to demon-
strate structural
weaknesses in atten-
dance, agenda man-
agement, executive

of legislation, partic-
ularly on constitu-
tionally significant
matters, often
unfolded within com-
pressed timeframes,
limiting the opportu-

nity for sustained
parliamentary debate
and committee

review. The second
parliamentary year of
the 16th National
Assembly spanned
from March 1, 2025
to February 28, 2026.

tings, compared to 93
sittings in its first
year, reflecting a
decline  of 9.7%.
However, total work-
ing hours increased
to 231 hours, up from
212 hours in the first
year, indicating
longer sittings
despite fewer work-
ing days.The total
annual budget of the
National Assembly
stood at PKR 16,290
million during the

cantly to PKR 193.93
million, compared to
PKR 136.96 million
in the first
year. Legislative pro-
ductivity intensi-
fied during the sec-
ond year, with the
passage of 59 bills,
compared to 47 bills
in the first year — a
25.5% increase.
Compared to the sec-
ond years of the 12th
to 15th National
Assemblies.




