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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday directed all federal min-
istries and divisions to strictly implement the
government’s austerity and energy conserva-
tion measures, emphasizing that Pakistan
must ensure economic stability despite the
prevailing regional and global challenges.

Chairing a review meeting at the Prime
Minister’s House on the implementation of
the government’s announced austerity and
energy-saving initiatives, the prime minister
approved making Friday the weekly addition-
al holiday as part of the broader strategy to
conserve energy and reduce government
expenditures.

Addressing the meeting, the prime minis-

PM orders strict implementation of
austerity, energy-saving measures; Friday
declared weekly additional holiday

ter said the government was making every
possible effort to keep the national economy
stable despite difficult international circum-
stances. He stressed that effective implemen-
tation of austerity and energy conservation
measures was essential to achieving this goal.

The prime minister informed participants
that a special committee headed by Deputy|
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq
Dar had been formed to oversee the imple-|
mentation of these measures. The committee
will review progress on a daily basis and sub-
mit reports to the government.

PM Shehbaz Sharif also directed that the
austerity measures taken by government
departments should undergo a third-party
audit to assess their impact and ensure trans-
parency and effectiveness.

pY=4

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif Chairing a review meeting
at the Prime Minister’s House on the implementation of the government’s announced
austerity and energy-saving initiatives.

In phone call with Bahrain’s
FM, Dar reiterates Pakistan’s call
for de-escalation in Iran war

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Deputy
Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ishaq
Dar, on Tuesday, in a
phone call with his
'Bahraini counterpart,
 reiterated Pakistan’s call
for de-escalation and
dialogue for stability in the Middle East amid escalating
tensions in the region.

Iran, Pakistan’s western neighbour, has been
embroiled in a war with the United States and Israel since
the latter’s February 28 strikes that assassinated its
supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. In retaliation for
the strikes, Iran resorted to targeting neighbouring coun-
tries, which house US bases, including Bahrain.

According to a statement by the Foreign Office (FO),
Dar spoke with Bahrain’s Foreign Minister Dr Abdullatif
Bin Rashid Al Zayani last night, and the two “exchanged
views on the developments in the Middle East and the
wider region, conveying grave concern over recent
attacks, including in Bahrain”.

FO added that during the call, Dar
Pakistan’s solidarity with Bahrain and its people”.
also underscored the need for “de-escalation.

“reaffirmed
He

Pakistan, India exchange sharp words at
UN Security Council over Afghanistan
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WASHINGTON: During
a heated debate on
Afghanistan at the United
Nations Security Council
(UNSC) on Monday,
Pakistan lambasted
India’s criticism of cross-
border strikes, accusing
Delhi of complicity in the
terror threat at the western
border. Pakistan’s
Permanent Representative
Ambassador Asim
Tftikhar Ahmad
exchanged strong words
with his Indian and
Afghan counterparts after
the  former  accused
Islamabad of “flagrant
violations of international
law” during the Pak-
Afghan conflict.

During the session,
India’s Permanent
Representative
Parvathaneni Harish said
his country “reiterates
UNSG’s deep concern at

civilian casualties caused
by cross-border violence

and strongly condemns
airstrikes which are fla-
grant violations of interna-
tional law, UN Charter
and state sovereignty”.

India also expressed
“grave concemn on ‘trade
and transit terrorism’” and
said “these vulnerabilities

of Land-Locked
Developing ~ Countries
should not be

weaponised?”.
Ambassador Ahmad, fol-
lowing the remarks from
the Indian and Afghan

representatives, said he
was compelled to take the

floor again, terming
India’s remarks as “no sur-
prise”, given India’s “ani-
mosity towards Pakistan
and the sole objective of
its Afghan policy being to
destabilise Pakistan”. He
accused India of “actively
supporting and sponsoring
terrorist groups operating
from Afghan soil, such as
the  Tehreck-i-Taliban
Pakistan and Baloch
Liberation Army”. He
noted that although India’s
representative had spoken

at length about the securi-
ty situation in
Afghanistan, mentioning
civilian casualties and bor-
der clashes, there was no
acknowledgement of the
“terrorist threat emanating
from Afghanistan”
because of India’s own
complicity in the situation.

He added  that
Pakistan had provided
“irrefutable evidence of
India’s collusion with ter-
rorist groups that are
engaged in orchestrating
violent attacks against
Pakistan”.

“One can sense India’s
pain in sceing its heavy
investment in the Afghan
terrorist franchise going to
waste as a result of
Pakistan’s precise and
effective action against
terrorist camps and sup-
port bases inside
Afghanistan,”
Ambassador Ahmad
remarked.

UN condemns attack
on girls’ school in
Tran, calls for
independent
investigation
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NEW YORK: The
United Nations has
expressed  serious
concern over the
recent attack on a
girls” school in Iran.
At a press brief-
ing, UN Secretary-
General Antonio
Guterres’s
spokesperson
Stephane  Dujarric
described reports of
students being killed
in the attack as
deeply regrettable
and emphasized that
an independent
investigation into the
school attack is nec-
essary. He stated that
attacks on civilians
in the Middle East.

Pak Army destroys
Afghan Taliban

posts in Arandu,
Khurram sectors

PEAK POINT

PESHAWAR:  The
Pakistan Army has
successfully
destroyed key posts
and centres in the
Arandu and Kurram
sectors during the
ongoing  operation
Ghazab Lil-Haq, in
response  to  the
Afghan Taliban
regime’s unprovoked
aggression. Security
sources  said  the
Afghan Taliban were
forced to flee their
posts due to effective
attacks and retaliatory
actions by the
Pakistan Army. The
armed forces were
targeting only Afghan
Taliban and Fitna al
Khwarij hideouts as
well as military instal-
lations, they added.

Donald Trump vows Iran

war will ‘end very soon’
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WASHINGTON:
President Donald Trump
on Monday said that US
military operations in
Iran would be ending
soon, reassuring markets
that have been thrust into
chaos by a war still rever-

berating  across  the
Middle East.
The war had sent

stock markets slumping
and oil prices soaring on
Monday as Tehran, under
new leader Mojtaba
Khamenei, fired a fresh
barrage of missiles at its
Gulf neighbours and sig-
nalled that the strategic
Strait of Hormuz would
likely remain closed.

But  Wall Street
climbed into positive ter-
ritory on Trump's signals
of a short war, with Tokyo
and Seoul also opening
Tuesday strongly, despite

the president's continued
threats to expand the

campaign if Tran did not
fall in line.

Oil prices also
reversed course, falling as
much as 5% a day after
benchmark crude rocket-
ed past $100 a barrel —
its highest level since
Russia's  invasion  of
Ukraine in 2022.

"It's going to be ended
soon, and if it starts up
again they'll be hit even

harder,"
news

Trump told a
conference  in

Florida, after telling law-
makers that the campaign
would be a "short-term
excursion."

Tran's Revolutionary
Guards replied Tuesday
that  they, not the
Americans, would "deter-
mine the end of the war".

Trump's remarks came
on the first day in power
for the 56-year-old son of
late leader Ali Khamenei,

with  Iranian  forces
launching a fresh wave of
missile and drone attacks
on Saudi Arabia, Bahrain,
Qatar, the UAE and
Israel.

Another missile was
also fired at Nato member

Turkiye, the second such |§

incident in five days, with
the alliance's air defences
intercepting it before it
could reach its target.

Diplomatic efforts
focused Monday on the
highly strategic Strait of
Hormuz, which has been
blocked to nearly all oil
tankers — sending shock-
waves across the global
economy. French
President Emmanuel
Macron said his country
and its allies were work-
ing on a "purely defen-
sive" mission to reopen
the strait, through which
nearly 20% of the world's
crude oil.

Foreign ministry says

mass evacuation from
Mlddle East not required
—

ISLAMABAD: Senior officials of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) on
Tuesday assured the National Assembly
Standing Committee on Overseas Pakistanis
that there was no situation requiring a mass
evacuation of Pakistani nationals from the
Middle East. The head of the MoFA’s Crisis
Management Cell gave a detailed bricfing to
the NA committee about the number of
Pakistanis stranded in various Middle Eastern
countries due to the ongoing conflict and
about the efforts being made to repatriate
them.

In the meeting, presided over by PPP MNA
Syed Agha Rafiullah, the committee members
expressed their serious concerns.
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PSL 11 schedule revealed as Pakistan’s
premier T20 league expands to eight teams
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Pakistan Super League
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LAHORE: The Pakistan Cricket
Board has unveiled the schedule
for the 11th edition of the HBL
Pakistan Super League, marking a
major expansion of the country’s
flagship T20 competition.

The tournament will run from
26 March to 3 May, featuring 44
matches across six cities in a 39-
day cricketing spectacle.

For the first time since the
league’s inception in 2016, eight
teams will compete in the tourna-
ment. Two new franchises,
Hyderabad ~ Kingsmen  and
Rawalpindi Pindiz, have joined
the competition following the lat-

est PSL auction. The Kingsmen
were acquired for Rs175 crore,
while the Pindiz secured their
place in the league with a bid
worth Rs245 crore.

Matches will be staged in
Faisalabad, Karachi, Lahore,
Multan, Peshawar and
Rawalpindi. The upcoming edition
will also mark the first time that
Faisalabad and Peshawar host PSL
fixtures, widening the league’s
footprint across Pakistan.

The participating teams in the
expanded league include
Hyderabad Kingsmen, Islamabad
United, Karachi Kings, Lahore
Qalandars, Multan  Sultans,

Peshawar Zalmi, Quetta
Gladiators and Rawalpindi Pindiz.

Tournament format

Under the tournament struc-
ture, each team will play 10
matches during the league stage.
The top four teams will advance to
the knockout phase consisting of
Qualifier 1, Eliminator, Qualifier 2
and the Final.

The playoffs are scheduled to
take place from 28 April to 3 May,
with the final set to be held at
Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore. A
reserve day for the final has also
been scheduled for 4 May in case
of weather interruptions.

The tournament calendar

includes 12 double-header match-
days, offering fans multiple fix-
tures on the same day. Gaddafi
Stadium will host three of those
double-headers. Gaddafi Stadium
will serve as the primary venue of
the tournament, staging a total of
15 matches including the opening
fixture on 26 March between
Lahore Qalandars and Hyderabad
Kingsmen. The Lahore venue
holds a special place in PSL histo-
ry. It hosted the first PSL match
played on Pakistani soil in 2017
when the final was staged there,
and has since held the champi-
onship matches in 2022, 2023 and
2025.

[ndia's Arshdeep fned for
throwmg ball at NZ's Mitchell
inT20 World Cup fnal

DUBALI: India fast bowler Arshdeep Singh
was fined by the International Cricket
Council (ICC) on Tuesday after an incident
during the Twenty20 World Cup final when
he hurled the ball at New Zealand batsman
Daryl Mitchell.

In the 11th over of New Zealand's chase
on Sunday, Mitchell played the ball to
Arshdeep and the bowler threw it straight
back at him, hitting the New Zealand batter
on the pads.

Mitchell was livid and advanced on
Arshdeep, who turned around and walked
back without apologising, forcing the
umpire to step in. India captain Suryakumar
Yadav then came over and apologised.

The ICC said Arshdeep breached the
ICC Code of Conduct for "throwing a ball
(or any other item of cricket equipment) at
or near a player in an inappropriate and/or
dangerous manner", handing him a fine of
15% of his match fee.

Arshdeep, who apologised to Mitchell at
the end of the over and again after the
match, accepted the sanction.

India beat New Zealand by 96 runs to
become the first side to lift the men's T20
‘World Cup for a third time.

Pakistan’s squash future

players: Qamar Zaman
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ISLAMABAD:
Former World Squash

Champion and
Executive Member of
Pakistan Squash
Federation (PSF),
Qamar Zaman, has
expressed  optimism
about Pakistan’s squash
future, citing the pres-
ence of talented young
players who can excel
on the international
stage. In an interview

with APP, he said that
several training camps
have been established
in different cities to
bring forward new tal-
ent. He added that
renowned players must
further improve their
fitness, talent and
morale so that they can
achieve success and
raise Pakistan’s profile
in international squash.
Zaman, who is also the
Chairman ~ of  the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Squash  Association
said that training camps
are currently underway
in  Peshawar and
Lahore to nurture
emerging talent. He is
personally supervising
the training camp in
Peshawar, where 110
boys and girls from
Under-7, Under-8,
Under-9, Under-10
and Under-11 cate-
gories are receiving
coaching during the
holy month of

Ramadan. He said the
players are being
trained by chief coach-
es under modern and
high-standard training
methods. He added
that a tournament for
these young players
will also be organized
this month to provide
them with match prac-
tice. Similarly, the
Pakistan Squash
Federation has also
established a training
camp in Lahore where

junior players are
undergoing  training.
Zaman noted that

Pakistan currently has
two promising players
— Noor Zaman, who
recently won  the
World Under-23
Championship in
Karachi, and Hamza
Khan, the winner of a
World Junior Squash
event— have the poten-
tial to achieve success
for Pakistan in interna-
tional mega events.

Pakistan hockey team earns Rs 30m

reward after World Cup qualification
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ISLAMABAD:
President  of  the
Pakistan Hockey
Federation (PHF)
Mohyuddin ~ Ahmad
Wani on Monday con-
gratulated the national
hockey team for quali-
fying for the FIH
Hockey World Cup
2026 after an eight-
year gap and
announced a cash
reward of Rs 30 mil-
lion for the players on
behalf of  Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif. The announce-
ment came during a

meeting between the
PHEF president and the
national team man-
agement and players
led by head coach
Khawaja Junaid, said
a news release issued
by the PHF Media

Cell. During the meet-
ing, Wani congratulat-
ed the team on their
outstanding  perfor-
mance in the World
Cup Qualifier round
and said qualifying for
the World Cup after

eight years was a pos-
itive sign for the
future of Pakistan
hockey. He said the Rs
30 million cash prize
had been announced
by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, who
is the chief patron of
the PHF, in recogni-
tion of the team’s
remarkable achieve-
ment. Wani said the
entire nation needed
to encourage and sup-
port the players so that
these heroes could
continue to perform at
a higher level and
bring more laurels to
the country.

| Raptors win Pak-China |

Exhibition Basketball match

bright with talented young |siEss
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RIYADH, SAUDI ARABIA:
The Pakistan National Women
Lacrosse Team created history
by winning the Silver Medal at
the Asian Lacrosse Games 2026,
held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
This remarkable achievement
marks Pakistan’s first-ever inter-
national representation in the
sport of lacrosse, making the vic-
tory even more historic and
inspiring Pakistan’s  women’s
team delivered outstanding per-
formances throughout the tour-
nament, competing against
experienced Asian teams and
securing second place despite
having limited resources and no
substitute players, a testament to
their resilience, discipline, and
fighting spirit.Miss Fiza Zahir
emerged as the star of the tour-
nament, scoring an impressive
24 goals, the highest by any
player in the competition, and
playing a crucial role in
Pakistan’s  journey to the

final The medal awarding cere-
mony was honored by the pres-

ence of Mr. Fahad, President of
the Saudi Lacrosse Federation,
who personally awarded the
medals to the Pakistan team, rec-
ognizing their exceptional per-
formance.The team’s success
was strongly supported by Mr.
Irfan Khan, Team Coach, and

Mr. Syed Muhammad Ilyas
Shah, Team Manager, whose
extraordinary services, dedica-
tion, and strategic management
played a vital role in securing
this historic medal. The Pakistan
National Women Lacrosse Team
was led by Chef De Mission
Engr. Taifoor Zarin, whose lead-
ership and commitment ensured
Pakistan’s dignified participation

Pakistan National Women
Lacrosse team wins silver medal
at Asian Lacrosse Games 2026

at the international level. Mr.
Mansoor ~ Ahmad  Khan,
President of the Pakistan
Lacrosse Federation, praised the
players, officials, and manage-
ment for their tireless efforts and
termed the silver medal a “huge
milestone for women’s sports

and lacrosse development in

Pakistan.”This historic
achievement not only reflects
the determination of
Pakistan’s women athletes but
also opens a new chapter for
the growth of lacrosse in
Pakistan, inspiring young girls
across the country to dream
big and represent Pakistan on
the global stage.
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IGP NHMP ores special traffic plan,

strict enforcement for Eid-ul-Fitr travel
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ISLAMABAD: Inspector
General of the National
Highways and Motorway
Police (NHMP) Sultan
Ahmed  Chaudhry  on
Tuesday directed officers
across the country to imple-
ment comprehensive traffic
management measures to
cnsure safe and smooth trav-
el for commuters during the
upcoming Eid-ul-Fitr holi-
days.

He issued the directives
while chairing the monthly
Regional Conference of the
Motorway Police, which
was attended by Additional
Inspectors  General and
Deputy Inspectors General
representing various zones

from across the country, said
a press release.

During the meeting, a
comprehensive review of the
overall performance of all
zones nationwide was con-
ducted. Key operational
matters, traffic management,
and road safety measures
were also discussed in detail.

The participants also
deliberated on future plans
and strategies to further
enhance operational effec-
tiveness. Addressing the par-
ticipants, IG Sultan Ahmed
Chaudhry directed strict
implementation of austerity
and fuel conservation mea-
sures in view of the prevail-
ing global and regional situ-
ation.

He also directed officers

ECTeC AL

Yy
to make special arrange-
ments to ensure safe,
smooth, and comfortable
travel for commuters during
the upcoming Eid-ul-Fitr
holidays. The IG directed
strict action against public
service vehicles (PSVs)
involved in overcharging
passengers during the Eid
travel rush. He also empha-

é f

sized zero tolerance aginst
overloading and directed
officers to ensure strict com-
pliance with the prescribed
passenger capacity limits.
Furthermore, he ordered
thorough checking of lug-
gage compartments (trunks)
of PSVs to prevent the ille-
gal transportation of passen-
gers. He also directed strict

checking of fitness certifi-
cates and route permits of
public service vehicles dur-
ing Eid travel operations.
Special attention was also
directed towards accident-
prone locations and identi-
fied black spots to enhance
preventive measures against
road traffic accidents.

IG Motorway Police
emphasized that no compro-
mise will be made on traffic
violations, particularly over-
speeding, lane violations,
and reckless driving.

He also directed that the
standard  of  motorway
patrolling be further
strengthened to ensure effec-
tive enforcement and timely
assistance to road users.

He further directed that

in view of the expected traf-
fic rush and potential securi-
ty concerns before and after
Eid, additional staff should
be deployed at toll plazas.
He also directed that cffec-
tive coordination be main-
tained with the concerned
authorities to ensure the
opening of maximum toll
booths during peak hours so
that the smooth flow of traf-
fic is maintained.

The IG also directed the
launch of targeted road safe-
ty awareness campaigns
across the country to pro-
mote safe driving practices
and compliance with traffic
laws, aiming to raise public
awareness and reduce road
traffic accidents.

NAB Chairman, Law
as senate flags court

NADEEM TANOLI

ISLAMABAD: The Senate
Standing Committee on Law
and Justice raised serious
concerns over the lack of
basic facilities in the Federal
Constitutional Court, reveal-
ing that the court currently
does not even have essential
amenities such as a canteen,
bar room and adequate wash-
rooms, raising questions
about the state of judicial
infrastructure.The issue sur-

committee  chaired by
Senator Farooq H. Nack,
where lawmakers also took
note of maintenance prob-
lems in the Islamabad High
Court building, including a
non-functional lift despite
installation of two lifts in the
new complex.The meeting
also witnessed absence of
key officials, as the
Chairman of the National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB) and the Federal
Minister for Law and Justice

forcing the committee to
defer the agenda item related
to NAB.During the briefing,
Senator Farooq H. Naek
emphasized that while atten-
tion is often given to the aes-
thetic aspects of judicial
buildings, equal importance
must be given to operational
infrastructure necessary for
the smooth functioning of
courts.He remarked that con-
structing attractive buildings
alone is not sufficient, and
facilities required for lawyers

Minister skip meeting
infrastructure issues

to maintain effective judicial
operations.The ~committee
was also informed about the
construction of a new High
Court Bar Complex designed
to provide modern facilities
for the legal fraternity.
Senator Naeck acknowledged
the improved infrastructure
in the complex and appreci-
ated the development of the
cafeteria facility. However,

Kamran Murtaza pointed
out the deteriorating condi-
tion of facilities, particular-
ly bathrooms, at the Federal
Service Tribunal, prompt-
ing the Ministry of Law and
Justice to assure that the
matter would be taken up
with the Registrar of the tri-
bunal.During the meeting,
the committee also
reviewed budgetary propos-
als under the Public Sector
Programme
(PSDP) for the Financial

Ministry of Law and Justice
briefed members on ongo-
ing and proposed develop-
ment projects relating to
judicial infrastruc-
ture.Officials also briefed
the committee about archiv-
ing and digitization initia-
tives undertaken by the
ministry, including the
Pakistan Code and the
DRIS website, which are
designed to serve as reposi-
tories for authenticated

faced during a meeting of the

did not attend the session,

and litigants must be ensured

lawmakers highlighted
additional  infrastructure Development
issues in other judicial
institutions. Senator

Year 2026-27, where the

laws and amendments.
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National
priorities

VEN as the country faces height-
Eened risks of attacks from actual ter-

rorists, an anti-terrorism court in
Rawalpindi was this week occupied with
sentencing 47 individuals, including several
prominent political leaders, to 10 years’
imprisonment in terrorism cases long criti-
cised as weak and politically motivated. The
accused’s crimes were certainly not trivial,
yet they do not seem to qualify as ‘terroris-
m’. “The charges of arson, vandalism,
attacks on police officials and damage to
government property were proven against
the accused,” the judgement reads. The court
also imposed fines of Rs500,000 on each
convict and the confiscation of their proper-
ties. Was this necessary, it must be asked.
Indeed, the verdict and its unfortunate timing
have shone a rather unflattering light on
where the state’s priorities appear to lie, with
Pakistan’s western front seized with war and
destruction and national stability facing a
particularly severe threat from unforeseen
cconomic shocks. This is a time one would
expect a healing touch and a more forgiving
approach from those in power, as well as sin-
cere efforts to build bridges so that the nation
may confront its challenges as one. Instead,
this judgement will more likely polarise the
polity than unite it.

Arif Mehmood

Spillover from Iran

Arifa Noor

HERE is a war in the
Tneighbourhood and no

one can be sure how
long it might last. And for
Pakistan this conflict brings a
set of challenges which are
not going to be easy to man-
age. Indeed, for months and
years, those commenting on
the country have been speak-
ing of the multiple crises here
— polycrisis for those with
better vocabulary. And now,
these are going to intensify
with the spillover of the con-
flict in Iran.

At one level, this has not
caught anyone unawares,
especially those in power. For
a considerable period, gen-
uine concern had been
expressed about the impact of
a conflict in Iran; it was
pointed out multiple times
that an insecure or unstable
Iran would cause problems in
Pakistan because of a com-
mon border — for a number
of reasons.

Take the recent hike in
petrol prices. Not only is this
the most obvious effect of a
spillover but also one which
will dominate the public dis-
course, especially on the
heavily censored mainstream
media. Regardless of how
justified it may be from the
point of view of a govern-
ment trying to balance the
demands of an IMF-mandat-
ed revenue target and to pre-
vent hoarding, the hike has
and will hit the people very
hard.

Already struggling with
their much-weakened pur-
chasing power, the arrival of
inflation will add to their

woes and this will prove cost-
ly for the government. While
those in power have no
choice but to bear the ire of
the people, the situation will
lead to more questions about
the longevity of this set-up;
dire predictions about riots
and protests have already
begun.

The government can
claim to be confident about
their staying power, but its
lack of popular support and
inflation will feed into each
other. And this will lend
greater credence to that
absence of stability.

The worsening economic
situation will feed into the
mood against the govern-
ment.

It is also noteworthy that
the price of oil may rise fur-
ther and there is a likelihood
of shortages too, if the hostil-
ities don’t cease. In other
words, this cycle is expected
to last and intensify.

On the economic front,
the government doesn’t only
have to contend with infla-
tion and its impact on the
people but also the larger
economic issues. If oil prices
continue to rise, experts point
out, revenue collection can
face setbacks and the current
account can weaken.

This will put the govern-
ment in a fragile position vis-
a-vis the IMF programme.
With time, as the Gulf states
deal with the attacks, and if
their economies falter, remit-
tances are expected to be
impacted also. And with the
closure of routes, there is
already talk of Pakistan’s
exports also slowing down.

But while the economic
ramifications will be dis-
cussed to death, less will be
said officially about the polit-
ical impact. As it is, the wors-
ening economic situation and
the people’s anger will feed
into the mood against the
government. More serious is
the sectarian situation. The
protests which erupted after
the assassination of Ayatollah
Khamenei should have been
given far more attention than
they were. With restrictions
on coverage, it is hard to tell
how  spontaneous these
protests were. But they did
turn violent in more than one
location. And questions are
being asked if the events in
Karachi and Gilgit-Baltistan
can occur again. In the latter,
already seen as a sensitive
area, a curfew has been
imposed and police have
announced that those accused
of attacking military installa-
tions will be tried in military
courts. Tt was also said that
police were investigating the
possibility of the protests
being organised and planned,
hinting at players with
resources. Though it is hard
to predict the future, one
would be complacent in
assuming that the situation is
under control. The sectarian
issue has never been an easy
one to handle for Pakistan
and what is happening in Iran
is emotive for both the Shia
and Sunni communities. The
longer the war goes on, the
more emotive it will become.
And this can fan anger
against the government and
others.

Courtesy Dawn

In the shadow
of Karbala

Syed Jalal Hussain
o much of the Western world, the
I killing of Ali Khamenei will register as
a strategic event. A successful strike. A
leader was climinated. The balance of power
recalibrated.

Across much of the Shia world, the
moment will travel along a different path. It
will be read through Karbala.

"Kullu yawmin Ashura, kullu arzin
Karbala." Every day is Ashura. Every land is
Karbala.

For those outside the Shia tradition, the
phrase can sound like poetry or ritual remem-
brance. Within Shia consciousness, it forms
something deeper — a moral lens through
which power, sacrifice and resistance are
understood.

Karbala tells the story of Imam Hussain,
the grandson of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH),
who stood before the vastly larger army of the
Umayyad caliph Yazid in the year 680.
Hussain knew the outcome. Yet he refused
allegiance to what he saw as injustice. His
death on the battlefield transformed into one
of the most powerful moral narratives in
Islamic history.

Karbala teaches that defeat on the battle-
field does not always mean defeat in history.
Sometimes the act of standing firm becomes
the victory.

Ali Khamenei grew up in the long shadow
of that story. Long before he presided over a
republic under sanctions and siege, he was a
child in Mashhad, born in a modest upstairs
room in a house where books mattered more
than furniture and scarcity shaped daily life.
Evenings sometimes passed without dinner.
Barley bread replaced wheat when money ran
thin. Coins given by a grandfather quietly
returned to the kitchen as milk or raisins to
soften hunger. His father, a scholar of ijtihad,
guarded his books with reverence yet parted
with them when necessity demanded it. Each
sale carried reluctance.
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5G spectrum auction historic step for

_PEAK POINT _
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Information Technology and

Telecommunication Shaza Fatima
Khawaja on Tuesday said the spec-
trum auction was a historic step that
would improve digital connectivity
and strengthen Pakistan’s digital
economy.

Speaking at the opening ceremo-
ny of the Spectrum Auction for Next
Generation Mobile Services
(NGMS)/5G, she said Pakistan had
seen several technological revolu-

tions in the past, but the current phase
of digital transformation was espe-
cially important for the country.

The ceremony was attended by
Information Minister Attaullah Tarar,

Finance ~ Minister ~ Muhammad
Aurangzeb, Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority

Chairman Hafeez Ur Rehman and
several parliamentarians. The minis-
ter said different institutions worked
together to make the spectrum avail-
able for the auction. She added ﬂ"ldt
the develoy was an

moment for Pakistan as it would help

Pakistan’s dlgltal future: Shaza Fatima

the country move towards the next
generation of technology.

She said Pakistan entered the 3G
and 4G era during the government of
former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
between 2014 and 2016. Since then,
no major spectrum auction has been
held, which has caused problems with
internet quality and user experience.

Shaza Fatima said the auction
would not only introduce 5G services
but also improve the quality and
capacity of existing 4G networks.

She said fast, reliable and afford-
able internet had become a basic need
for citizens, adding that digital con-
nectivity now played an important
role in sectors such as the economy,
agriculture, industry and national
security. The minister said the gov-
ernment had also removed right-of-
way charges for telecom infrastruc-
ture to speed up the expansion of
fiber networks across the country.

She added that a national fiberiza-
tion plan would soon be launched to
help telecom companies expand their
infrastructure after acquiring spec-
trum.

Law minister stresses need for caution
when discussing Pakistan’s foreign
policy amid tensions in Middle East

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Law Minister Azam Nazeer
Tarar on Tuesday called on the media to exer-
cise caution when discussing matters related to
Pakistan’s foreign policy amid escalating ten-
sions in the Middle East, citing “unease”

voiced by “friendly countries”.

He made the remarks while addressing a
Information
Minister Ataullah Tarar and Minister of State

press conference alongside

for Interior Tallal Chaudry.

The press conference came against the
backdrop of conflict in Iran, which has been
embroiled in a war with the United States and
Tsrael since the latter’s February 28 strikes,
prompting retaliatory strikes from Iran on
which house US

neighbouring countries,
bases.

Taking note of the recent escalation in the
Middle East following US-Israeli attacks on
Iran, the minister stressed the need for caution
in the “narrative on these matters on social
media, electronic media, and print media™.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Law and Justice Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar,
Federal Minister for Information and Broadcasting Attaullah Tarar & Federal Minister

under consideration,” he said.
Pakistan had caused

other corner”.

that Article 19.

of state for Interior Talal Chaudhry’s news conference.

“As a nation, we must keep in mind that
‘when expressing our views, we have to keep
the constitution and Pakistan’s foreign policy

He added that the analyses coming out of
“unease on diplomatic
fronts from at least a friendly country or some

“We have been asked if this was Pakistan’s
stance or an individual one,” he added. At the
outset of the press conference, the minister reit-
crated Pakistan’s stance on the tensions in the
Middle East, stating that the country had been
pushing for efforts to “find a diplomatic solu-
tion” to the conflict. In light of the prevailing
situation, the minister urged the need to be
careful in the “narratives coming from media
as well as social media”. “Pakistan is a respon-
sible state and a nuclear state. Pakistan has an
essential role in the region; it has its own iden-
tity and its own stance in terms of its defence
and foreign policy,” the minister said. He noted

Mohsin Naqvi
meets prominent
Shia scholars from
across Pakistan

__PEAKPOINT —

ISLAMABAD:
Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi met
with prominent Shia
scholars from across
Pakistan. During the
meeting, in view of
the prevailing situa-
tion, it was agreed
that all processions
across Pakistan on
21st Ramazan, the
martyrdom day of
Tmam Ali (AS), will
conclude by the time
of Maghrib prayers.

Tt was also decid-
ed during the meeting
to reduce the duration
of other processions.
Detailed discussions
were held regarding
the security arrange-
ments and a fool-
proof security plan
for processions and
religious gatherings
on the occasion of the
martyrdom day of
Imam Ali (AS) on
21st Ramazan.

Speaking on the
occasion, Interior
Minister Mohsin
Naqvi said that every
possible measure will
be taken to ensure the
safety and facilitation
of mourners.

He stated that
religious  scholars
have always stood
firmly with Pakistan
during difficult
times, and today,
once again, Pakistan
seeks their unity and
solidarity. ~ Mohsin
Naqvi emphasized
that in the current.

Atta Tarar cautions
against undue online

debates on foreign pohcy

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Information and
Broadcasting Attaullah Tarar on
Tuesday urged all stakeholders
to refrain from unnecessary
social media debates regarding
the country’s foreign policy.

Talal Chaudhry, he called on
citizens to prioritize national
interest over digital engage-
ment and monetization.

The minister emphasized
that Pakistan maintains close,
fraternal relations with regional
and Islamic countries, including
Iran and multiple Arab nations.

He highlighted a concerning
trend where vloggers and social
media users post sensational
interpretations of international
relations to derive ‘views’ and
financial gain.

He warned that such specu-
lative content is dangerous, as

foreign entities often misinter-
pret private media commentary
as official state policy.

Tarar clarified that the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
remains the central authority
for communicating Pakistan’s
official stance, supported by
regular briefings from the
Prime Minister’s Office and the
Deputy  Prime  Minister’s
Office.

He noted that while domes-
tic politics allows for a high
degree of criticism, foreign pol-
icy must be handled with
extreme sensitivity.

CM Maryam announces
CCD as Punjab’s premier
investigation agency

PEAK POINT

LAHORE:  Chief  Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif has decid-
ed to elevate the Crime Control
Department (CCD) into Punjab’s
premier investigation agency,
aiming to strengthen crime con-
trol and public trust.

The CM said the CCD’s scope
will be expanded and modelled
on five of the world’s leading
crime control agencies, incorpo-
rating advanced forensic tech-
niques, investigative skills, mod-
ern technology, Al-based soft-
ware, and state-of-the-art intelli-
gence surveillance.

Specialised machinery and
equipment will be provided to
track and monitor criminals,
while the department’s headquar-
ters will be upgraded with cut-

ting-edge facilities.

Maryam Nawaz Sharif also
announced that CCD offices,
police stations, and residential
units will be established in every
division, district, and tehsil of
Punjab. Following Eid-ul-Fitr, a
campaign against illegal firearms
will be launched across the
province. The CCD’s initiatives
have already yielded results:
homicide and crimes against
women have dropped significant-
ly, robberies have decreased by
77 percent.

Sindh schools to close from March
16-31, Friday to be WFH for govt

offices as part of austerlty measures

PEAK POINT

KARACHI: The Sindh govern-
ment on Tuesday announced its
own set of austerity measures to
curtail the economic impact of the
ongoing regional tensions, stating
that schools will observe a spring
vacation and government offices
will work from home on Fridays.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Sindh Senior Minister
Sharjeel Inam Memon said
schools across the province will
have a “spring vacation from
March 16 to 31, while colleges
and universities will switch to
online classes™.

However, he noted, no ongo-
ing exams will be postponed.

The minister also clarified

that, coxﬁ'ary to some media
reports, government functioning
will not stop on Fridays. Instead,
government officials will work
from home (WFH).

“Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday — you
have to work. On Friday, you
have to work from home,” he
said. The Sindh minister affirmed
that the province endorsed all the
decisions announced.

NGMS/3G spectrum auction  historic milestone for digital transformation: Aurangzeb

Technology during her pre-

deliver faster, cheaper and

aimed at advancing the digi-

particularly critical during

PEAK POINT tion of extensive efforts
ISLAMABAD:  Federal \ndertaken over the past
. . year and a half to finalize

Minister for Finance and
the framework for the auc-

Revenue Senator tion.

Muhammad Aurangzeb on He noted that ihe
Tuesday described the Spectrum Committee, which
NGMS/SG Spectrum he chaired, carried out
Auction w‘?duaed by the  geailed  deliberations to

P a k i s t a n

Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) as a his-
toric milestone that will
accelerate Pakistan’s digital
transformation and strength-
en the country’s digital
economy.

Addressing participants
at the spectrum auction cer-
emony, he said it was a plea-
sure to witness the culmina-

develop a balanced frame-
work aimed at optimizing
revenue while simultane-
ously fostering an enabling
ecosystem to  advance
Pakistan’s digital journey.
Senator Aurangzeb
acknowledged that the pro-
cess for the spectrum auc-
tion had been initiated earli-
er under the leadership of
the Minister for Information

vious tenure in 2021.

He commended the con-
tinuity of policy across suc-
cessive administrations, not-
ing that while governments
may change, sustained poli-

cy direction ensures
progress. He termed the
auction  an  important

moment for all stakeholders
who had contributed to
bringing the initiative to
completion.

Aurangzeb emphasized
that digital development
was not an end in itself but a
means to achieve broader
economic and social
progress. He said improved
digital connectivity would

better services, unlocking
numerous opportunities
across various sectors of the
economy. Highlighting the
importance of the IT and IT-
enabled services sector, he
said enhanced digital infras-
tructure would strengthen
one of Pakistan’s most
promising areas of growth,
particularly in boosting
exports and  creating
employment opportunities.
He stressed that the gov-
ernment’s role is to provide
the enabling ecosystem that
allows the private sector to
lead economic growth. In
this regard, he referred to
several ongoing initiatives

tal agenda, including sup-
port for freelancers, the
Prime Minister’s Digital
Pakistan vision, expansion
of digital infrastructure,
development of payment
systems and the digitization
of government payments.
He added that greater spec-
trum availability and the
rollout of 5G services would
also facilitate emerging
technologies such as artifi-
cial intelligence, blockchain
and Web 3.0, helping
Pakistan transition towards
a modern digital economy.
The minister further noted
that improved connectivity
and digital infrastructure are

times of crisis. Referring to
the  Prime  Minister’s
announcement a day earlier,
he said enhanced digital

capacity would enable
scamless  transitions to
online education, remote

working and other digital
services when required. The
minister thanked the mem-
bers of the spectrum com-
mittee and all stakeholders
for their contributions in
reaching this milestone. He
expressed confidence that
the spectrum auction would
pave the way for improved
connectivity, innovation and
economic opportunities
across Pakistan.




