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RAWALPINDI: Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Friday visited General
Headquarters in Rawalpindi, where the mil-
itary leadership gave him a “detailed brief-
ing” on the situation between Pakistan and
Afghanistan.

The development comes after Pakistan’s
security forces launched an operation,
dubbed Ghazab lil-Hagq, against the Afghan
Taliban after it launched unprovoked
attacks along the border between both coun-
tries on Thursday.

According to a handout by the Prime
Minister’s Office, PM Shehbaz said that
zero tolerance should be adopted against the
nexus between the Afghan Taliban and Fitna

PM Shehbaz visits GHQ, given
detailed briefing on situation

and Afghanistan

al Khwarij and its malicious actions.

“The actions of the Afghan Taliban
regime and Fitna al Khawarij against
Pakistan are unacceptable,” he said.

He added that the country’s armed|
forces, under the leadership of Chief of]
Defence Forces Asim Munir, were always|
ready to defend the country.

“Pakistan knows how to defend itsel
against any aggression,” he asserted.

The premier also praised the profession-
al capabilities of the armed forces for|
repelling attacks by the Afghan Taliban
regime in the border areas and for retaliat-
ing vigorously. “The entire nation stands|
with the armed forces for protecting the|

homeland,” he said.

D.-‘

RAWALPINDI: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif is being briefed on the
Pakistan-Afghanistan situation by the Military leadership.

PAF commemorates
7th anniversary of

Over 274 Afghan Taliban, terrorists
killed in Pakistan counterstrike: DG ISPR

Security forees
neutralise drone attacks
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PEAK POINT ISLAMABAD: termed. @ sotcalled PEAK POINT
Inter-S i %
RAWALPINDI:  The | i 8""> P00 action.  Lt-Gen | TSLAMABAD: Pakistani security
Pakistan ~Air  Force (ISPR) Director Chaudhry  stated | forces have thwarted attempted
(PAF) com!“emoraled General Lt Gen that Taliban forces | drone attacks in Abbottabad, Swabi
the 7th anniversary of Ahmed Sharif opened fire at 53 | and Nowshera, successfully shoot-

Operation Swift Retort
‘at  Air Headquarters,
marking a landmark

ing down all incoming drones, offi-
cials said. Federal Information
Minister Attaullah Tarar stated in a

locations across 15

Chaudhry has said
sectors along the

that more than 274

resolve, professionalism and calibrated response in mod-
ern air warfare. Addressing the ceremony, Air Chief
Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu, NI (M), HJ, Chief of
the Air Staff, stated that “Pakistan is a responsible country
which desires peace with honour”
years ago, the aggressor miscalculated Pakistan’s resolve
and capability by challenging its sovereignty under the
cover of darkness, said a press release issued by Inter
Services Public Relations (ISPR). PAF’s measured broad
daylight response re-established credible deterrence
against a numerically superior adversary. Highlighting the
complex global and regional security environment and
evolving character of warfare, the Air Chief underscored
that since March 2021, despite fiscal constraints, PAF has
pursued comprehensive modernization and indigenization
to transition into a Next Generation Air Force. He noted

demonstration

that PAF recalibrated its Operational Doctrine.

. He recalled that seven

personnel linked to
the Afghan Taliban
regime were killed
during  retaliatory
strikes along the
Pak-Afghan border,
as tensions sharply
escalated following
cross-border
exchanges. The fig-
ures were shared
during a detailed
media briefing that
outlined the scale of
Operation “Ghazab-
lil-Haq”. Officials
described the action
as a direct response

of

to what they termed
unprovoked attacks
from across the
frontier. According
to Director General

the destruction of 74
posts and the elimi-
nation of 115 tanks
and armoured vehi-
cles. The DG ISPR

all

Pak-Afghan border.
He said Pakistani
troops successfully
repelled attacks at
locations
delivered what he
described as a deci-

social media post that militants
belonging to Fitna al-Khawarij
backed by the Afghan Taliban,
attempted to carry out attacks using
small drones in the three districts.
He said Pakistan’s anti-drone
systems responded promptly and

and

ISPR  Licutenant said Pakistani forces S1V€ LeSPONSC: i - aTizad) ‘aill the, drones, before
General Ahmed targeted hideouts of During —Operation they could cause major damage.
Sharif Chaudhry, at  what he described as  “Ghazab-lil-Haq™, |\ 100¢ of life occurred in any of
least 274 Afghan “Fitna al-Khawarij” the military  said the three incidents, and the situation
Taliban regime per- near the border dur- ~more than 74 is fully under control,” the minister
sonnel and fighters ing the night of Talibanregime posts | said. Tarar further claimed that the
were killed and February 21 and 22. were  completely | jncidents once again exposed the

more than 400 were
injured during the
operation. The mili-
tary also reported

He added that the
Afghan
regime subsequent-
ly used the situation

Taliban

control.

destroyed, while 18
check posts
taken into Pakistani

direct links between the Afghan
Taliban regime and terrorist activi-
ties inside Pakistan. Meanwhile, in
Swabi’s Pabini village.

were

Iran calls for
dialogue between
Pakistan,
Afghanistan to
resolve issues

PEAK POINT

Israel’s ‘expansionist mindset’ bereft of any
regard for international law, Dar tells OIC moot
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SAUDI ARABIA: Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar on

TEHRAN:  Iranian
Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi has
expressed readiness to
mediate between
Pakistan and
Afghanistan to resolve
their ongoing tensions.
In a statement on X,
Araghchi emphasized
the importance of dia-
logue during the holy
month of Ramazan,
which he described as a
time for self-restraint
and strengthening unity
within  the Muslim
world. The foreign
minister reiterated
Iran’s willingness to
assist in facilitating
communication
between the two coun-
tries.

Friday d d Tsrael’s
recent actions in the occu-
pied West Bank of convert-
ing the territory’s areas into

of the “latest illegal mea-

West Bank and annexation

sures taken by Israel to con-

attempts, which he main-

“state property”, highligl
ing that the country’s
“expansionist mindset” held
no regard for international
law. The minister made the
statement while addressing
a meeting of the executive
committee of the
Organisation of Islamic
Council (OIC) in Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia. The meeting
was taking place against the
backdrop of the Isracli gov-
ernment approving a pro-
posal to register large areas
of the occupied West Bank
as “state property” for the
first time since the occupa-
tion of the territory in 1967.
Addressing the meeting, the
foreign minister took note

vert areas of the occupied
West Bank into so-called
state property”, stressing
that Israel’s actions reflect-
ed “an annexationist and
expansionist mindset bereft
of any regard for interna-
tional law or humanitarian
norms”.

At the outset of his
address, Dar highlighted the
continued ceasefire viola-
tions committed by Israel,
its expansion of illegal set-
tlements in the occupied

tained posed a threat to any
“prospect for a just and last-
ing peace in the Middle
East”.

He recalled that in
September 2025 at the UN
General Assembly
(UNGA), “leaders and for-
eign ministers of a group of
eight Islamic countries,
including Pakistan, engaged
with the president of the US
to end the bloodshed in
Gaza and [..] secure a per-
manent and  sustainable

ceasefire and advance a
comprehensive peace pro-
cess with Palestinian broth-
ers and sisters”.

He further recalled that
during the consultation
held, the group of eight
countries was “given assur-
ances that annexation of the
West Bank will not take
place”.

However, the minister
told the moot that “on the
ground, Israel continues
with brazen impunity to
expand illegal settlements™.

He maintained that
Israel’s actions amounted to
a violation of “international
law, the UN Charter, and the
UN  Security  Council
Resolution 2803”. “These
violations embolden further
aggression, erode regional
stability and trample the
rights and dignity of
Palestinians,” he added. Dar
called on the international
community to “act decisive-
ly” to halt.

Naqvi warns 22 terror
groups regrouping
in Afghanistan
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ISLAMABAD: Federal
Interior Minister,
Mohsin Naqvi on Friday
warned that 22 terrorist|
organisations
regrouping
Afghanistan,
Pakistan
stands as “a wall between terrorists and the
world”.

The remarks came as Naqyvi led Pakistan’s
delegation at a six-country interior ministers’
conference on illegal immigration and human
smuggling held in Warsaw, the capital of
Poland. He briefed participants on the evolv-
ing situation along the Pak-Afghan border and
called for enhanced international cooperation
to tackle transnational threats. Interior minis-
ters from Poland, Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania, along with Finland’s state secretary,
attended the meeting and praised Pakistan’s
efforts against illegal migration and human
trafficking. The participants agreed to develop
a coordinated roadmap to discourage illegal
immigration.
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T20 World Cup: Ahmed, Jacks blast England to thrilling
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COLOMBO: Rehan Ahmed and
Will Jacks smashed 44 off 16 balls
to take England to a thrilling four-
wicket T20 World Cup win in
Colombo that denied New
Zealand a guaranteed place in the
semi-finals but kept Pakistan’s
slender hopes alive.

New Zealand would have
joined England in the knockouts
with a win in their final Super
Eights match and they scored 159-
6 after opting to bat.

England lost wickets early and
looked like they would be
squeezed out at 117-6, needing 43
from the last three overs.

)

But Ahmed and Jacks took 22
off the 18th over from Glenn
Phillips to turn the match on its
head.

Ahmed blasted 19 off seven
balls in his first T20 World Cup
match alongside Jacks, who made
an unbeaten 32 off 18, to see
England to 161-6 with three balls
to spare.

England will move on to a
semi-final in Mumbai on Thursday
against either India or the West
Indies, who clash on Sunday to
decide the final semi-final berth.

New Zealand now have to wait
on the outcome of Saturday’s clash
between Sri Lanka and Pakistan in

win over NZ, keeping Pakistan’s slender hopes alive

RAHMED

Kandy to know if they have quali-
fied for a semi-final in Kolkata
against South Africa.

Pakistan have an inferior run
rate so they need to win by 64 runs
or inside 13 overs to overtake the
Kiwis and deny them a place in the
final four. If Pakistan qualify, then
the semi-final would be played in
Colombo.

England used five spinners to
bowl 16 of the 20 overs on a turn-
ing track.

The 2010 and 2022 champions
had never bowled so many overs
of spin before in a T20 interna-
tional.

Jacks returned the best figures

with 2-23, while Adil Rashid
picked up 2-28 and is now
England’s leading wicket-taker in
the tournament with 11.

Rashid was complemented by
fellow wrist spinner Ahmed, who
was called up in place of Jamie
Overton, and took a wicket with
his first ball before finishing with
2-28 from three overs.

Glenn Phillips top scored with
39 off 28, including four fours and
a six, while opener Tim Seifert
scored 35.

Liam Dawson (1-32) and
Jacob Bethell (0-13) were the
other spinners employed by
England.

PSB vows strict
action against
rule Violatos

—

iy

PAKISTAN |
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Sports Board (PSB) on
Thursday reaffirmed its commitment to enforc-
ing discipline, safeguarding institutional author-
ity, and ensuring the uninterrupted discharge of
official responsibilities, making it clear that no
compromise would be made on these core prin-
ciples. In a press release issued here, the Board
stated that all officers and employees are strictly
bound to comply with the PSB Service Rules,
2000. It emphasized that adherence to these rules
is mandatory for maintaining order and institu-
tional integrity within the organization. The PSB
clarified that individuals found involved in
unlawful activities, maladministration, disrup-
tion of official work, interference in government
affairs, or violations of discipline have been
identified. It said strict action would be taken
against them under the PSB Service Rules, 2000.
According to the statement, formal departmental
proceedings will be initiated, and major penal-
ties, including dismissal from service — may be
imposed in accordance with the applicable rules,
if deemed necessary. The Board further noted
that matters relating to the dissemination of false,
misleading, and defamatory information against
the institution and its officers are being referred
to the National Cyber Crime Agency under rele-
vant laws and regulations.

Pakistan women post record ODI |
total but South Africa seal series

=

and captain Fatima
Sana (52 off 36). After
early setbacks that left
them 24-2, Sadaf and
Ayesha stitched
together a 97-run part-
nership to steady the
innings.

Ayesha then added
76  with  Natalia
Parvaiz as Pakistan

BN Polo defeat FG Polo 8—4 on day two |

of 6th Jinnah Gold Polo Cup

ing knock, adding 81
runs  with  Syeda
Aroob Shah to revive
hopes.

With 82 required
off 49 balls, Aroob
(40) and Diana Baig
fought valiantly.
Diana produced a
career-best unbeaten
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LAHORE: Pakistan
women registered
their highest-ever ODI
total but fell agonis-
ingly short as South
Africa women’s
national cricket team
secured an unassail-
able 2-0 lead with a
16-run victory in the
second  ODI at
SuperSport Park on
Wednesday night.
Chasing a daunting
362, Pakistan were

bowled out for 345 in
49.5 overs, surpassing
their previous highest
ODI score of 335-3
against Ireland in
Lahore in 2022. The
third and final ODI
will be played on 1
March at Kingsmead
Cricket Stadium.
Pakistan’s  spirited
chase was powered by
fluent half-centuries
from Ayesha Zafar (75
off 68 balls), Sadaf
Shamas (61 off 62)

surged to 197-3, keep-
ing the record chase
within reach.
However, a dramatic
collapse swung the
momentum.
Nondumiso Shangase
struck twice in the
30th over, while play-

er of the match
Annerie  Dercksen
removed Natalia soon
after, reducing
Pakistan to 199-6.
Fatima responded

with a counterattack-

38 off 25 deliveries,
striking five fours and
a six, as Pakistan
needed 23 from the
final over. The chase
ended heartbreakingly
with one ball remain-
ing. Dercksen starred
with both bat and ball,
claiming 3-59 after
carlier smashing 90
off 68 balls. Shangase,
Nadine de Klerk and
Nonkululeko Mlaba
took two  wickets
apiece.

Pak-China Friendship
Basketball C’ship from March 5

FRIENDSHIP CUP

3x3 CHAMPIONSHIP

* 2026 *
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ISLAMABAD: The
Pak-China Friendship
Cup 3x3 Basketball
Championship 2026
will tip off on March 5
at  Pakistan Sports
Complex, Islamabad
to commemorate the

Federal ~ Basketball
Association (FBBA)
Secretary Dr. Ouj-e-
Zohoor, the four-day
event, being organized
under the umbrella of
the Pakistan
Basketball Federation
with the support of the

75th anniversary of Pakistan Sports Board

diplomatic relations
between Pakistan and
China.

According to

(PSB), will conclude
on March 8 and
promises high-level
basketball action.

The FIBA-
endorsed 3x3 champi-
onship has attracted
record participation
from across the coun-
try. A total of 48 teams
will compete in the
club category, 16
teams in the depart-
mental category, and

26 teams in the
women’s  category.
The large turnout

highlights the rapid
growth of 3x3 basket-
ball in Pakistan and
the continued commit-
ment of the Pakistan
Basketball Federation
to promoting the sport
nationwide.
Ouj-e-Zohoor
emphasized that the
event reflects the
strong and longstand-
ing brotherly ties
between Pakistan and

China, noting that
sports, diplomacy
plays a vital role in
fostering cooperation,
unity, and internation-
al goodwill.

As a  FIBA-
endorsed tournament,
the championship will
also contribute points
toward the FIBA 3x3
international rankings,
further strengthening
Pakistan’s presence in
the global basketball
community.

The  organizing
committee has
ensured professionally
managed arrange-
ments, promising
competitive and
thrilling  basketball
action throughout the
four-day event.

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan’s
unbeaten boxing sensation
Usman Wazeer is sct to return
to the international ring on
February 28, when he takes
on India’s Baljeet Singh at
the high-profile Global Fight
Night at the World Siam
Stadium in Bangkok.
Carrying a flawless pro-
fessional record of 17 wins
from 17 fights, including 12
knockouts, Wazeer will be
competing in his 18th profes-
sional bout, with his eyes
firmly set on extending his
unbeaten streak and moving a
step closer to a coveted Open
World Title shot. “I have
already fought two Indian
opponents in the past and
knocked both out. T am excit-
ed and fully prepared for
another strong performance.”
Despite his young age,
Wazeer has already secured
multiple prestigious regional

and international  belts,
including WBC Middle East

Title, WBA Asia Title, WBC
OPBEF Silver Title and WBO
World Youth Title. In recog-
nition of his sporting

L2

achievements and contribu-
tions to Pakistan’s interna-
tional image, Wazeer was
also awarded the prestigious
Tamgha-c-Imtiaz, one of the

country’s highest civilian

Usman Wazeer aims for
18th win against Indian
opponent in Bangkok

honors.
Currently, Wazeer is
undergoing an intensive

training camp in Karachi
under the supervision of for-
mer boxer Ali Bakhsh. The
camp, according to Wazeer,
has significantly sharpened
his technical and physical
preparation, said a press
release.

“I am training under for-
mer boxer Ali Bakhsh these
days, and it is helping me a
lot. He is not only mentoring
me but also doing a great job
promoting professional box-
ing in Pakistan,” Wazeer said.
The Karachi-based camp
focuses on endurance, ring
1Q, defensive movement, and
knockout precision, attributes
that have defined Wazeer’s
dominant run so far.

Wazeer also expressed
deep gratitude to his long-
time sponsor ACTIVIT and
its CEO, Rd. Rizwan Aftab
Ahmed, for their consistent
support over his last five
fights.
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HEC criticized for cumbersome degree
verification mechanism burdening students

NADEEM TANOLI C jon for what it
ISLAMABAD: The National :;‘;‘:deﬁ C“‘“bf’;’r‘(’;:;;l‘:‘g
Assembly Standing Y

Committee on Government
Assurances delivered strong
criticism of the Higher
Education Commission over
delays and financial burden
in degree attestation,
demanding urgent reforms
and reduced processing time.
The Committee also decided
to summon the CDA and
Registrar Cooperative
Societies over the alarming
absence of healthcare facili-
ties in newly developed
housing socicties in
Islamabad.The National
Assembly Standing
Committee on Government
Assurances  strongly ~criti-
cized the Higher Education

degree attestation system,
directing immediate steps to
reduce turnaround time and
case hardships faced by stu-
dents. Lawmakers observed
that the current process not
only causes delays but also
imposes unnecessary finan-
cial strain on graduates seek-
ing employment, scholar-
ships, and international
opportunities.The
Committee, chaired by Ms.
Nuzhat Sadiq, MNA,
reviewed the implementation
report regarding assurances
given by the Minister for
Education on the floor of the
House. Members emphasized
that the time between sub-
mission and completion of

attestation applications must
be significantly minimized.
The Committee expressed
dissatisfaction with procedu-
ral inefficiencies and sought
concrete  timelines  for
improvement.Responding to
the concerns, the Chairman
of HEC informed the
Committee that a compre-
hensive digital transforma-
tion initiative is underway,
including the introduction of
a secure blockchain based
attestation system. The pro-
ject is expected to be imple-
mented before 30 June 2026
and will initially link HEC
with 25 universities and the
Attestation Directorate of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
However, the Committee
sought a joint presentation by
HEC and the Foreign Office

to ensure coordination, trans-
parency, and accountability
in the new system.In addition
to the HEC issue, the
Committee expressed serious
concern over the non avail-
ability of healthcare facilities
in newly established housing
societies in  Islamabad.
Members described the situa-
tion as alarming, noting that
the absence of mandatory
healthcare infrastructure in
master plans is placing
immense pressure on already
overburdened public hospi-
tals in the capital. The
Committee decided to sum-
mon the Registrar
Cooperative Societies and
the Capital Development
Authority to explain why
healthcare  establishment:

sory in housing society
approvals. Lawmakers
stressed that regulators must
ensure that every new hous-
ing project includes health-
care facilities as part of its
development frame-
work.The Committee also
disposed of an assurance
regarding change in electric-
ity billing dates after accept-
ing the justification provided
by the Ministry of Power.
Officials informed members
that simultaneous meter
readings are operationally
difficult and that the issue
will gradually be resolved
through installation  of
Advanced Metering
Infrastructure
meters.Furthermore, while
di ing the impl

are not being made compul-

tion of an assurance related

to the Federal Employees
Benevolent  Fund, the
Committee  directed the
Establishment Division to
amend its rules to include
newly introduced profes-
sional degrees such as busi-
ness data analysis in the fee
reimbursement scheme. The
Secretary  Establishment
assured  that necessary
amendments would be made
to align with the
Committee’s directive.The
Committee made it clear that
inefficiency in education
services and urban planning
will remain under strict par-
liamentary scrutiny, empha-
sizing that public institutions
must prioritize transparency,
service delivery, and citizen
welfare.

Experts emphasize need for simplified regulations,
digital compliance to unlock business growth
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ISLAMABAD: Experts have
emphasised the urgent need
to simplify Pakistan’s regula-
tory environment and intro-
duce a unified digital compli-
ance system to reduce the
cost and time burden on busi-
nesses, particularly small and
medium-sized  enterprises
(SMEs).

They expressed these
views at a stakcholder con-
sultation on the “Digital
Compliance Gateway” held

at Freedom Gate Prosperity
(FGP) in collaboration with
the TIslamabad Chamber of
Small Traders and Small
Industries (ICSTSI).

Experts emphasize need
for simplified regulations,
digital compliance to unlock
business growth

The consultation brought
together policy experts, legal
practitioners, industry repre-
sentatives and development
professionals to deliberate on
practical reforms under the
broader  #Unlock  Pak

Busmeu initiative. Earlier,
Muhammad Anwar, CEO of
FGP, welcomed the partici-
pants and highlighted the

importance ofcrealmg amar-
ket-friendly policy environ-
ment. He said complex pro-
cedures and fragmented reg-

ulatory requirements discour-
age entreprencurship and
investment. He added that
FGP, in collaboration with
institutional ~ partners, is
working to promote evi-
dence-based reforms that
reduce compliance barriers
and support business growth.

Awais Satti, President of
ICSTSI, underscored the
need for stronger public-pri-
vate dialogue to identify bot-
tlenecks faced by traders and
entrepreneurs. He noted that
regulatory simplification and

digital integration could sig-
nificantly improve the ease
of doing business and help
expand the formal economy.

Dr Ali Salman, CEO of
Prime Institute Pakistan,
highlighted the broader eco-
nomic implications of regu-
latory inefficiencies. He
stressed  that  reducing
unnecessary  compliance
costs would improve pro-
ductivity, encourage formal-
isation and enhance
Pakistan’s competitiveness
in regional markets.
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Utter chaos

HE PTI is in disarray. The lack of disci-
Tpline within its ranks, which it has long

refused to address, is finally catching
up with it. What was once defended as ‘a cul-
ture of healthy disagreement” has now
devolved into senior figures engaging in out-
right finger-pointing and openly trading accu-
sations and blame. Former prime minister
Imran Khan’s family wants the world to know
it is not happy with the way his party’s formal
leadership is handling concerns about his
health. They have good reason to feel frustrat-
ed. The government has gone ahead with its
own plan for managing the jailed former PM’s
health issues, largely ignoring the family’s
demands for giving access to his personal
physicians and providing treatment in a pri-
vate medical facility. But though the family
has repeatedly expressed its dissatisfaction
and anger, the PTI’s political leaders seem
much less agitated. Mr Khan’s sisters cut a
sorry figure when sharing this grievance with
the press, as they highlighted a growing dis-
connect between the party’s ‘blood” and
‘bureaucracy’. Though it emerged as a power-
house following the last general election, the
entirety of the PTI’s politics now centres on a
single agenda: Mr Khan and his continuing
incarceration. While it has been clear for a
while, his legal counsels are now openly
admitting that they see no hope in pursuing
legal recourse.

Quranic voice

Abbas Hussain

OST of us who
Mread the Quran in
English or Urdu do

so with a quiet, unexamined
assumption: that we are
encountering the text itself.
‘We underline verses, quote
them in arguments, and even
build moral positions upon
them, rarely pausing to ask
how much of what we are
reading belongs to the
Quran, and how much
belongs to the human voice
that carried it into our lan-
guage.

Yet the moment revela-
tion crosses into translation,
it enters the fragile world of
interpretation — a world
shaped by history, culture,
theology, and the moral
imagination of the translator.

This matters far more
than we usually admit. The
Quran is not a book of
abstract doctrines. It speaks
in a moral and psychological
language about fear, desire,
power, gratitude, betrayal,
patience, hope and trust.
When those words are fil-
tered through a translator’s
assumptions, a theology qui-
etly enters the reader’s mind.

Consider a word as cen-
tral as ‘taqwa’. It is routinely
translated as ‘piety’ or ‘fear
of God’. Both are partial.
‘Piety’ carries a Victorian
moralism that suggests social
respectability. ‘Fear’ sug-
gests anxiety before punish-
ment. But in the Quran,
‘tagwa’ points to something
closer to moral awareness —
a kind of inward attentive-
ness to the reality of God. Tt
is less about trembling and

more about being awake.
When we reduce it to fear,
e create a religion of ner-
vous obedience rather than
conscious responsibility.

Much of our religious
discourse has been out-
sourced to translations.

Or take ‘nafs’, often ren-
dered simply as ‘self’ or
‘soul’. In the Quran, ‘nafs’ is
dynamic: it desires, resists,
lies to itself, regrets, and
sometimes grows. It is the
arena of moral struggle.
When translation flattens it
into a static ‘soul’, we lose
the Quran’s profound psy-
chology of human conflict —
its insight into how people
deceive themselves even
while believing they are sin-
cere.

The same happens with
‘zulm’, frequently translated
as ‘wrongdoing’ or ‘injus-
tice’. In Quranic usage,
‘zulm’ is not merely a legal
violation; it is a distortion of
reality — putting things
where they do not belong,
whether in one’s heart, in
social relations, or in systems
of power. A tyrant is more
than unjust; he is a zalim
because he violates the moral
order of existence itself.
When this depth is lost,
Quranic ethics shrink into
rule-keeping.

Why does this matter in
Pakistan today? Because we
live in a society where the
Quran is everywhere — in
political speeches, courtroom
rhetoric, classroom walls,
and television debates — yet
it is rarely engaged as a text
that challenges how we see
ourselves. Much of our reli-

gious discourse has been out-
sourced to translations that
quietly ‘smuggle’ in rigid
moralism, legal reductionism
or cultural conservatism
under the guise of divine
speech.

Translation also shapes
what we think the Quran is
for. Some renderings make it
sound primarily like a book
of laws. Others make it
sound like a collection of
moral maxims. Yet in Arabic,
the Quran reads like some-
thing else entirely: a voice
speaking to the human being
in moments of doubt, temp-
tation, gratitude, despair and
hope. It argues, questions,
warns, consoles and pro-
vokes.

This is why early Muslim
scholars never imagined that
translation could replace the
original Arabic. They knew
that the Quran’s meaning
lives not just in vocabulary
but in rhythm, metaphor and
layered association. To trans-
late it is to choose which
meanings to highlight and
which to mute.

None of this means that
translations should be reject-
ed. Without them, most of
the world’s Muslims would
have no access to the Quran
at all. To adapt Tennyson’s
famous line — “’Tis better to
have loved and lost than
never to have loved at all” —
one might say, with a smile,
that it is better to have read
the Quran in translation than
never to have read it at all.
But once the love has begun,
one should not mistake the
translation for the beloved.

Courtesy Dawn

Another
geopolitical storm

Shahzad Chaudhry

resident Trump asked his point man, Steve
PWi\koI‘f, "Why, under this pressure, with

the amount of sea power and naval
power over there, why haven't they come to us
and said, 'We profess we don't want a weapon,
so here's what we are prepared to do'? And yet
it's sort of hard to get them to that place." The
'they' in this conversation is, of course, Iran. If
the underlying sentiment is any indicator, the
chances are that a real war against and around
Iran may well be averted.

Only, the Tranians need to play it sensibly.
Give Trump a face-saver of sorts and help him
retain his prestige. Even more importantly,
save Iran from devastation triggered by an
injured ego. In which case, Iran alone will suf-
fer, perhaps badly; the US and Trump will
barely save pride, but Israel will relish the
opportunity and the carte blanche in wreaking
as much havoc as it can on Iran, and push the
US to do the same. Iran, of course, will
respond, but to a certain extent. It can play the
regionalisation of the conflict as a card and
push the regimes around to save themselves
from Tranian reprisals by forcing the US to
retract from what would be another unneces-
sary war. But will injured pride listen, or to
what extent will it go to save its esteem? These
unknowns are a fast-slipping slope, rendering
the region's geopolitics highly precarious. This
ties into the equation a continuing interplay of
interests between nations of the Middle East,
including Israel, the US and nations surround-
ing Iran in West Asia. That includes Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Turkey. Turkey lies at the
edge of what is West Asia and will most likely
escape the entanglement, but the rest will
slowly slide into the eye of the gathering
storm. Here is why? Assume Iran is the crown
jewel in this impending war. The goals are
obvious to those who really want this war:
replace the regime; devastate Iran to the point
of irrecoverable political and economic dam-
age; trigger a popular uprising based on deteri-
orated internal situation resulting in upheavals.

Courtesy Tribune
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Nation stands shoulder to shoulder with armed
forces against terrorism: Rana Sanaullah

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to
the Prime Minister on Political
Affairs Rana Sanaullah Khan told the
Senate on Friday that the entire nation
stands shoulder to shoulder with
Pakistan’s armed forces in the fight
against terrorism, as the House unan-
imously adopted a resolution reaf-
firming national unity against aggres-
sion and militancy.

Responding to Opposition Leader
Senator Raja Nasir Abbas during a
discussion on the resolution,
Sanaullah said the unanimous pas-

sage of the resolution by the House of

Federation reflected the collective
will of the people and endorsed the
resolve of the nation.

He said that at critical moments
the Pakistani nation had consistently
placed full confidence in its armed
forces and stood firmly behind them.
Referring to recent cross-border
aggression, he said the armed forces
had delivered a strong and effective
response while exercising restraint.

Sanaullah said Pakistan’s armed
forces were highly professional and
fully capable of responding decisive-
ly to any hostile act, but had demon-
strated maturity and responsibility by
limiting action to what was necessary.

He warned that elements involved
in cross-border activities had previ-
ously been given opportunities to
behave responsibly, but if aggression
continued, they would be dealt with
firmly. The adviser said the govern-
ment and political leadership stood
fully aligned with the military leader-
ship’s decisions regarding national
security and counter-terrorism opera-
tions. During the debate, Senator Ali
Zafar proposed the formation of a
regional mechanism to address the
situation. Sanaullah suggested refer-
ring the matter to the Senate Standing

Committee on Foreign Affairs for in-
camera briefings from the Foreign
Office and relevant security institu-
tions before any decision was taken.

He noted that friendly countries
had facilitated negotiations in the
past, but those efforts did not yield
lasting results. However, he described
the proposal as constructive and
deserving of detailed consideration at
an appropriate stage.

Sanaullah said the central mes-
sage of the resolution was clear: the
nation remains united against terror-
ism and in support of its armed
forces, law enforcement agencies and
the families of martyrs. He added that
while political matters should ideally
be resolved through dialogue among
stakeholders, issues of national secu-
rity required collective resolve. The
prime minister had extended invita-
tions for dialogue on multiple occa-
sions, he said, adding that such dis-
cussions could proceed separately
from security-related concerns. He
urged opposition members to keep
political differences separate from the
national stance against terrorism.

German envoy calls on climate minister;
cooperation on new climate data initiative discussed

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Germany’s Ambassador to
called on Federal
Change
Environmental Coordination Dr Musadik
Malik on Friday to discuss ongoing bilateral
cooperation and future collaboration in the

Pakistan,
Minister

Ina Lepel,
for  Climate

climate sector.

According to a press release issued by the
Change
Environmental Coordination, the ambassador
thanked the ministry for its continued support
in advancing climate action and for coordinat-
ing climate-related initiatives with provincial

Ministry  of  Climate

governments.

briefed the minister on the range of col-
laborative efforts currently underway between
Germany and the ministry, particularly
through the German development agency

GIZ.

Areas of cooperation include climate
adaptation and resilience, emission control
strategies, capacity building, green initiatives
and pilot projects aimed at strengthening
Pakistan’s climate response framework.

During the meeting, Lepel informed the

and
tion with the ministry.

and

policy and planning.

CISTA initiative.

of the project.

minister about a proposed project titled
“Integrated Climate Information Services
Value Chains for Transformative Climate
Action” (CISTA), which is under considera-

The project, commissioned by the German
Federal Ministry for the Environment, seeks
to establish integrated climate services and
improve data management systems to support
evidence-based decision-making in climate

Dr Malik appreciated Germany’s contin-
ued partnership in supporting Pakistan’s cli-
mate agenda and welcomed the proposed

He suggested organising a joint workshop
focused on data integration and information
sharing to facilitate effective implementation | oq

Both sides also discussed expanding the
scope of bilateral cooperation, including joint
research programmes, student and faculty
exchanges, and strengthened institutional col-
laboration in climate-related areas.

Pakistan
responded to
Afghan Taliban
aggression with
vigilance,
strength: Tarar

__PEAKPOINT

ISLAMABAD:
Federal Minister for
Information and
Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar on
Friday said Pakistan
responded with vigi-
lance and strength to
unprovoked aggres-
sion by the Afghan
Taliban. Speaking to
PTV, the minister stat-
that  Pakistan’s
armed  forces had
effectively employed
their professional
capabilities to safe-
guard the motherland
under testing circum-
stances. He said the

robust response had
forced the Afghan
Taliban on the back
foot, leaving them in
a state of uncertainty
and resorting  to
spreading fake news
on social media. Tarar
noted that even an
international  news
channel fell victim to
the fabricated reports
circulated by the
Afghan Taliban, and
later compelled to
{|delete its  tweet.
Highlighting the retal-
iatory measures, the
minister said
Pakistan’s  security
forces destroyed key
Taliban ammunition
depots and battalion

b v
ISLAMABAD: Her Excellency Ms. Ina Lepel, Ambassador of the Federal Republic of
Germany to Pakistan, callede on the Federal Minister for Climate Change and

Environmental Coordination, Dr Musadik Malik.

headquarters. He
added  that  the
Pakistan Air Force.

Team Leader

of MuP

calls on

Chalrman Senate

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Team Leader of
Mustehkam Parlimaan (MuP),
Mary Cummins on Friday called
on Chairman Senate, Syed Yousaf
Raza Gilani, at the Parliament
House on a farewell visit marking
the culmination of her tenure.

During the meeting, Ms
Cummins presented a compre-
hensive overview of the five-year
strategic framework for the
Mustehkam Parlimaan (MuP)
programme, highlighting its key
achievements, meaningful initia-
tives, and long-term objectives to
strengthen parliamentary institu-
tions in Pakistan.

She underscored MuP’s con-
tinued efforts to enhance legisla-
tive processes, build the institu-
tional capacity of Members of
Parliament and parliamentary
staff, and improve oversight and
governance mechanisms through

.
constructive collaboration and
support of the European Union.

The Chairman of the Senate
commended the contributions of
MuP toward institutional devel-
opment and democratic consoli-
dation in Pakistan. He observed
that a strong, transparent, and
responsive Parliament remains
the cornerstone of sustainable
democracy.

Reaffirming his vision, he
emphasised the importance of
reinforcing democratic norms,
strengthening accountability
frameworks, and ensuring mean-
ingful public engagement.

Battery-backed power system to
deliver 100% reliable electricity

to Gwadar by early 2027

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: The federal gov-
ernment has approved a compre-
hensive battery-backed power
solution for Gwadar aimed at
ensuring uninterrupted electricity
supply to the port city by
February or March next year, the
Senate was informed on Friday.
Responding to a question
raised by Senator  Jan
Muhammad, Minister for Power
Sardar Awais Ahmed Khan
Leghari said the newly approved
arrangement would guarantee
“100 per cent reliable electricity”
to Gwadar’s critical grids, includ-
ing the deep-sea port, desalina-
tion facilities and industrial
zones. The minister said the deci-
sion was taken on the directions
of the prime minister after an

assessment of Gwadar’s pr:jected
electricity requirements over the
next four to five years. Current
demand in the arca stands at

approximately 40 to 50
megawatts (MW). He explained
that the new system would utilise
battery energy storage systems
(BESS) combined with low-cost
backup generation to maintain a
stable supply, particularly during
disruptions from external sources.

The framework is designed to
operate without placing addition-
al burden on the national grid.

No compromise on
the motherland, Says
Rana Mashhood

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Prime
Minister’s Youth Programme
Rana Mashhood Ahmed Khan on
Thursday delivered a forceful
message of resolve, declaring
that Pakistan will never yield to
pressure or expediency when it
comes to the defense of its soil,
its people, and its borders.
Condemning the Afghan
regime’s targeting of innocent
civilians, he said the protection
of the motherland remains a
sacred and non negotiable duty.
Speaking in an exclusive
interview with APP, Rana
Mashhood said the state stands
fully prepared to defend its
sovereignty and territorial

grity and will respond deci-
sively to any act of aggression.
He stressed that Pakistan’s
resolve is rooted not only in mil-
itary strength but in the collective
will of its people. In a series of
emphatic remarks, he condemned
in the strongest terms any actions
that place civilian lives at risk,
warning that such moves under-
mine regional peace and stability.

JI emir Prof Ibrahim condemns
tragic incident of Sukari Hassan Khel

ABDUS SALAM BAITAB

il

BANNU: Ameer of Jamaat-

c-Islami  South  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and a leading
leader of the Bannu Peace
Jirga, Professor Muhammad
Ibrahim Khan, has said that
the incident that occurred in
Sukari Hassan Khel is
deeply tragic. The abduction
of police personnel from a
mosque and later the martyr-

dom of two of them while
one was taken away is high-
ly condemnable. At present,
the writ of the government is
not visible anywhere in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
including Bannu. The people
of Bannu are facing severe
concern and anxiety due to
road blockages, target
killings, kidnappings, and
other forms of lawlessness.
The elders of Bannu have
decided that a National
Peace Jirga will be held on
March 5 at the Jamaat-e-
Islami office outside Huwed
Gate to discuss the prevail-
ing situation. Leaders of all

political parties, lawyers,
religious scholars, and indi-
viduals from all schools of
thought have been invited to
participate in the jirga.He
expressed these views while
talking to the media after a
jirga of Bannu elders held at
the Bannu Press Club.
Elders of Bannu were also
present with him on the
occasion. Professor
Muhammad Ibrahim Khan
demanded that Abdul Samad
Khan (Lala) has been arrest-
ed in false cases; therefore,
all cases against him should
be withdrawn and he should
be released immediately. He

said it does not befit the state
to arrest any innocent citizen
on fabricated charges.The
jirga also demanded the
recovery of a young man,
Irshad Khan from Kaki, who
was abducted a few months
ago and whose whereabouts
are still unknown.

The jirga further
demanded that before March
5 all roads in Bannu —
including Miranshah Road,
Kot Amandi Road, Kot Adil
and Kot Barrah Road, and
Juma Khan Road — should
be reopened, and the check-
points on Miranshah Road
should also be removed.

If these roads are not
opened before March 5, the
grand jirga will announce its
future course of action and
implement it accordingly.

The jirga expressed con-
cern over reports that after
the abduction of police per-
sonnel in Sukari Hassan
Khel, the police have been
harassing local residents.
House raids are being con-
ducted and arrests have
begun.

The jirga demanded from
the district administration
that the unnecessary harass-
ment of the public be
stopped and that any action

should be taken in consulta-
tion with local elders.The
jirga also expressed concern
over alleged extrajudicial
actions by the Counter
Terrorism Department
(CTD), stating that CTD
operations are suspicious. It
was alleged that CTD per-
sonnel detain innocent citi-
zens and demand large sums
of money from them. The
jirga demanded that the CTD
and other state institutions
put an end to such oppres-
sion, stating that due to this
situation, ordinary citizens
are suffering from both
sides.




