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RAWALPINDI: Security forces have given
“an immediate and effective response” to
“unprovoked action” from Afghan Taliban
along the Pak—Afghan border on Thursday.

Security forces delivered what official
sources described as a “strong and effective
response” to what they termed unprovoked
aggression by the Afghan Taliban regime
along the Pakistan-Afghanistan border,
killing at least 22 Afghan Taliban personnel,
destroying several hideouts and shooting
down quadcopters allegedly used in the
attack.

According to security sources, Afghan
Taliban forces attempted to target Pakistani
security check posts using quadcopters, but

Pakistan giving ‘effective’
response to fresh ‘unprovoked
fire’ by Afghan Taliban

the attempt was foiled. Pakistani forces

responded in a timely manner and shot down|

all the quadcopters, the sources said.
Security officials stated that retaliatory

fire continued with both small and heavy||g

weapons. They further claimed that Afghan
Taliban positions were being selectively tar-
geted through aerial drones.

Confirmed reports indicate that 22 Afghan
Taliban personnel were killed during the
exchange of fire, security sources said.

Describing the Afghan action as unpro-
voked aggression, the sources said Pakistani
forces were responding with full force. They|
claimed that several Taliban hideouts were
destroyed in the retaliatory action and that
militants fled their positions.

Shehzad

MANSEHRA: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif visits the residence of Lt. Col.

Gull Faraz Shaheed and offers condolences to his family.

Nothing matters to PTI
except Imran Khan,
says Khawaja Asif
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ISLAMABAD:
Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif has criti-

Security forces kill
10 terrorists in
Balochlstan s Zhob: ISPR

designated for the banned
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan.
“During the conduct of the
operation, own forces tracked
down Khwarij on multiple routes

PM visits residence of
Shaheed Lt Col Shahzada Gul
Faraz to offer condolences
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MANSEHRA:
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Thursday visited the resi-

said, adding that Shaheed Gul
Faraz set an example of brav-
ery and courage.

Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif

Prime

on forming a

funerals of martyrs.

He said that police personnel are being martyred daily
and some have even been burned alive, yet the PTI
founder remains the party’s first and last priority, while

cized the
Tehreek-e-Insaf (

everything else is considered insignificant.

The defence minister further alleged that the provin-
cial leadership is more concerned about saving its chief
minister’s position, while neglecting provincial matters
and national security. He questioned the internal unity of
PTI, claiming the party has splintered into several fac-
tions. Asif added that despite internal differences and
public criticism among party members, all PTI groups are

united on one point.

Pakistan

saying that for the party,
nothing matters except
its founder Imran Khan.

In a post on social media platform X, Asif claimed
that the government in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is focused
“release force™ for the PTI founder but
remains silent against terrorists and avoids attending the

PTI),

In a statement,

khwarij”

i i3]
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RAWALPINDI: The military’s
media affairs wing said on
Thursday that 10 terrorists were
killed by security forces during an
operation in Balochistan’s Zhob.

Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR) said that
after an intelligence-based opera-
tion (IBO) in Zhob on February
24, in which eight Indian-spon-
sored terrorists were killed, secu-
rity forces conducted a compre-
hensive sanitisation operation on
Wednesday to hunt down “hiding
belonging to Indian
proxy Fitna al Khwarij. Fitna al
Khwarij is a term that the state has

locations. After an
exchange,

the area.

area,”

out the menace

and effectively engaged their

ten Indian-spon-
sored khwarij were sent to
hell,” the statement said. Tt
added that weapons, ammuni-
tion and explosives were also
recovered from the terrorists,
who were actively involved in
numerous terrorist activities in
“Sanitisation opera-
tions are being conducted to
climinate any other Indian-
sponsored terrorist found in the
it said. The statement
added that the security forces
and law enforcement agencies
would continue to act against
terrorism at full pace to wipe

sponsored and supported ter-
rorism from the country.

dence of Lt Col Shahzada
Gul Faraz Shaheed in
Mansehra, who was martyred
while leading an operation
against Fitna al Khawarij ter-
rorists, to offer condolences
to his family.

The prime minister met
the mother, wife, and chil-
dren of the martyred Lt Col
Gul Faraz and prayed for
strength and patience for
them to bear the loss.

He also visited the grave
of the martyred officer,
offered Fateha, and prayed
for the elevation of his ranks
in Jannah.

“Lt Col

ensuing fire

Shahzada Gul

Faraz Shaheed sacrificed his
life while safeguarding the
the prime minister

of foreign-

country,”

offering fateha at the grave of
Lt. Col. Shehzada Gull Faraz
Shaheed. Manshehra, 26
February 2026.

He said the entire nation,
including himself, was proud
of the martyrs and their fami-
lies, adding that Pakistan
could never forget their sacri-
fices.

The prime minister
assured the bereaved family
of the government’s and the
Pakistan Army’s full support.
On the occasion, he also
announced the establishment
of a Daanish School in
Mansehra in the name of Lt
Col Shahzada Gul Faraz.
Federal Ministers Attaullah
Tarar, Engineer Amir Mugam

IHC fixes March
11 hearing on
Imran, Bushra
sentence
suspension pleas

ISLAMABAD: The
TIslamabad High Court
(IHC) on Thursday
scheduled for hearing
the petitions seeking
suspension of former
prime minister Imran
Khan and his spouse
Bushra Bibi’s sen-
tences in the £190 mil-
lion corruption case.
During proceedings, a
division bench com-
prising Chief Justice

Sardar  Muhammad
Sarfraz  Dogar and
Justice  Muhammad

‘Azam Khan expressed

displeasure when
dozens of lawyers
affiliated with

Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) stood up
and approached the
rostrum at the same
time.

Pakistan slams India over terrorism

allegations, condemns Israel’s West Bank move

departed for Saudi Arabia
to present Pakistan’s posi-
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ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan
on Thursday accused India
of involvement in terrorism
inside its territory and
alleged that New Delhi is
engaged in anti-Pakistan
propaganda, while also
warning that recent Israeli
actions pose a threat to
regional peace. At a weekly
media briefing, Foreign
Office spokesperson Tahir
Hussain Andrabi said that
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif visited Doha at the
invitation of the Emir of
Qatar.

During the visit, both
sides agreed to enhance
cooperation across all areas
of mutual interest, includ-
ing discussions on
Afghanistan and defense
collaboration.

The spokesperson
added that Deputy Prime
Minister and  Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar has

more than 70 people lost
their lives, Andrabi con-

meeting of the Executive
Committee of the
Organisation of Tslamic
Cooperation (OIC).

He reiterated Pakistan’s

strong condemnation of

Isracl’s move to convert
parts of the West Bank into
state land, calling the step
unacceptable and a viola-
tion of international law.
Marking the 19th anniver-
sary of the Samjhauta
Express attack, in which

tion at an extraordinary

W
demned what he described
as the Indian government’s
“callousness” and  the
release of four convicted
individuals.

He demanded that all
those involved be brought
to justice.

Addressing  concerns
about Afghanistan, the
spokesperson stressed that
Pakistan’s  actions  are
directed against terrorists,
not the Afghan people.

He said that document-

ed evidence of terrorism
has been presented to the
United Nations Security
Council.

While welcoming
Qatar’s efforts to facilitate
reconciliation  between
Pakistan and Afghanistan,
he termed threatening
statements from Kabul as
regrettable. Pakistan’s
armed forces and law

TTAP decides to give
"positive response’ fo any offer
of talks by the government

enforcement agencies, he

said, are fully prepared to
respond to any such threats.

The spokesperson
added that Pakistan is
aware of defense coopera-
tion between India and
Israel and remains prepared
for any threats to peace.

Referring to protests in
Israel during the visit of
Indian  Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi, he
remarked that it is “encour-
aging to see that some con-
scientious voices still exist
there.”

ISLAMABAD: Opposition alliance Tehreek
Tahafuz Ayeen-i-Pakistan (TTAP) decided on
Thursday to respond positively to any offers
for dialogue by the government. The decision
was taken as prominent members of the
alliance met at an Iftar gathering at the resi-
dence of TTAP leader Mustafa Nawaz
Khokhar in Islamabad, and later held a meet-
ing over the prevailing situation in the country.
The gathering was attended by National
Assembly Opposition Leader Mehmood Khan
Achakzai, Senate Opposition Leader Allama
Raja Nasir Abbas, PTI Secretary General
Salman Akram Raja, former prime minister
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, former National
Assembly speaker Asad Qaiser.
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India hammer Zimbabwe by 72 runs after

posting highest total of T20 World Cup 2026

selector Samiullah
eyes top 1

PEAK POINT TR

LAHORE: Former leg-
endary player|.
Samiullah Khan was,
appointed as the chief]
selector of the national
team in a major deci-|
sion taken by the ad-
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CHENNALI: India produced a
commanding all-round display to
defeat Zimbabwe by 72 runs after
posting the highest total of the
ICC Men's T20 World Cup 2026
in their crucial Super Eight clash
at the MA Chidambaram Stadium

on Thursday.

After being invited to bat first,
India piled up a formidable 256
for 4 in 20 overs, the biggest total
tournament
Zimbabwe, in reply, managed 184
for 6 despite a valiant effort from

of the

Brian Bennett.

The victory marked India’s
first win in the Super Eight stage,

keeping their semi-final hopes
alive, while the result confirmed
Zimbabwe’s exit and also scaled
South Africa’s progression to the
knockouts.

India’s aggressive intent was
clear from the outset as Sanju
Samson and Abhishek Sharma

raced to a 48-run opening stand.

Samson struck 24 off 15 balls
before Blessing Muzarabani pro-

vided the breakthrough in the
so far. fourth over.
Abhishek  Sharma  then

anchored the innings with a fluent

55 off 30 deliveries, smashing

added 72

four fours and four sixes. He

runs for the second

another useful 30-run

captain Suryakumar Yadav. The
skipper later chipped in with a
rapid 33 off just 13 balls.

The late surge came through
Hardik Pandya and Tilak Varma,
who stitched an unbeaten 86-run
partnership to lift India to the
highest
Pandya blasted 50 not out off 23

tournament’s

balls, while Varma

explosive 44 not out from only 16

deliveries.

For  Zimbabwe,

wickl ‘with Ishan Kishan, who
contributed a brisk 38 from 24
balls. After Kishan’s dismissal by
Sikandar Raza, Abhishek shared

stand with

Marumani for 20.

score.

struck an

Richard

Ngarava, Tinotenda Maposa,
Muzarabani and Raza claimed one
wicket each but struggled to con-
tain the scoring rate.

Facing a daunting 257-run tar-
get, Zimbabwe made a cautious
start. Openers Brian Bennett and
Tadiwanashe Marumani added 44
runs before Axar Patel dismissed

Dion Myers fell cheaply for
six as the required rate climbed
sharply. Captain Sikandar Raza
attempted to revive the chase with
a fighting 31 off 21 balls, includ-
ing two fours and two sixes, but
his dismissal in the 17th over left
Zimbabwe on 144,

hoc regime of the Pakistan Hockey Federation

(PHF) on Wednesday.

Samiullah, known as Flying Horse for his
extraordinary speed on the field, was made the
head of team selection on the recommendation

of the recently-formed PHF Professional
Development Committee comprising Hasan
Sardar and Islahuddin Siddiqui, the PHF said
in a press release.

“This appointment is part of PHF’s broad-
er strategy to revitalise hockey in Pakistan,
focusing on grassroots development, high-per-
formance training, and international competi-
tiveness,” read the release.

“The PHF has outlined a comprehensive
Hockey Roadmap, which includes establish-
ing a new team structure with a selection com-
mittee, head coach, and support staff, creating
a calendar of events for domestic and interna-
tional competitions, technical education for
coaches, umpires, and officials; talent hunt
drives to identify and develop young players.”

The release added, “The PHF is also work-
ing to promote hockey at schools and colleges,
revive inter-school and inter-collegiate com-
petitions, and establish a high-performance
centre to support the growth of the sport.”

Mohyuddin Ahmad Wani, who was made
the ad-hoc PHF chief after the federation pres-
ident Tariq Hussain Bugti resigned recently,
hoped Samiullah’s appointment would benefit
Pakistan hockey significantly.

History made as T20
World Cup sets new
record with four centuries
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COLOMBO: A new
record for the most
centuries in a single
edition of the ICC
Men's T20 World Cup
has been set during the
2026 tournament.
According to
details, the ongoing
event—co-hosted by
India and Sri Lanka—
has already witnessed
four centuries, the

highest ever in a sin-
gle edition of the tour-
nament.

Sri Lanka’s
Pathum Nissanka
struck a  century
against Australia,

while Canada’s Yuvraj
Samra reached three
figures against New
Zealand earlier in the
competition.

The record for
most centuries in one

edition was initially
equalled when
Pakistan’s Sahibzada
Farhan smashed a ton
against Namibia, mak-
ing it three centuries
in the 2026 tourna-
ment—surpassing all
previous editions.

The tally rose to
four in the Super Eight
stage when England
captain Harry Brook
scored a brilliant cen-
tury against Pakistan,
setting a new bench-
mark in T20 World
Cup history.

Prior to this edi-
tion, no T20 World
Cup had produced
more than two cen-
turies.

The inaugural
tournament in 2007

featured just one cen-
tury, while the 2009
edition saw none.

Two centuries
were recorded in
2010, followed by one
in 2012. The 2014 and
2016 editions each
produced two cen-
turies.

century was scored,
while the 2022 tourna-
ment witnessed two.
Notably, the 2024 edi-
tion did not see a sin-
gle century. With sev-
cral matches still to be
played, the 2026 tour-
nament could further
extend the record,
underlining an
increasingly aggres-
sive and high-scoring
era in T20 cricket.

T20 World Cup: Markram’s
unbeaten 82 powers South Africa
to 9-wicket win over West Indies

SUTHARI)

AHMEDABAD:
South Africa secured
their second consecu-
tive victory in the

ICC  Men’s T20
World  Cup 2026
Super Eight stage,

defeating West Indies
by nine wickets in
commanding fashion
at the Narendra Modi

Stadium on Thursday.

Chasing a target
of 177, the Proteas
completed the job in
just 16.1 overs, losing
only one wicket in a
clinical run chase led
by captain Aiden
Markram. His unbeat-
en  knock ensured
South Africa main-
tained full control

after an explosive
start from the open-
ers.

Quinton de Kock
and Markram set the
tone early, finding the
boundary regularly
and putting together a
brisk opening stand.
De Kock narrowly
missed a half-century,
scoring 47 off 24
balls with four fours
and four sixes before

Roston Chase
claimed the only
wicket to fall.

Markram remained in
complete command,
registering his 14th
T201 fifty and anchor-
ing the chase with
authority. He shared
another strong part-
nership with Ryan

Rickelton as South
Africa crossed the
100-run  mark with
ease.

The Proteas tight-
ened  their  grip
through  consistent
boundary hitting,
reaching 155 for one
in 14 overs. They
wrapped up the chase
comfortably,  with
Markram  finishing
unbeaten on 82 off 46
deliveries, striking
seven fours and four
sixes. Rickelton pro-
vided solid support
with an unbeaten 45
off 28 balls, including
four fours and two
sixes. Earlier, West
Indies had posted 176
for cight after being
asked to bat first.

Master Paints/Diamond Paints win
6th Jinnah Gold Polo Cup opener

In 2021, only one |
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ISLAMABAD: Cricket
teams from Asia are likely
suffer carly elimination from
the ICC T20 World Cup 2026
for the first time in history
before the semi-final round.

Hosted by India and Sri
Lanka, the tournament fea-
tures six teams from the
South Asian region, includ-
ing the host nations,
Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Afghanistan, and Nepal.

However, the tournament
has seen a dramatic series of
events. Bangladesh was con-
troversially excluded from
the World Cup before the
tournament  began, and
Nepal, a weaker side, was
eliminated in the initial phase
as expected. Afghanistan,
once a rising force in T20
cricket, also failed to
progress beyond the group
stage.

In a shocking turn of

events, Sri Lanka, the co-
host, was knocked out after

losing two matches in the
Super Eight stage, with a
recent defeat to New Zealand
marking the end of their tour-
nament. Now, only the for-
mer world champions,
Pakistan, and the defending
champions, India, remain as

the last hopes for an Asian
team to make it to the semi-
finals. But both teams face

significant hurdles.
Pakistan’s hopes were dented
after England’s resounding
victory over New Zealand. If
England beats New Zealand
again, Pakistan will have to
defeat Sri Lanka by a large

Asian teams faces historic
exit from T20 World Cup
2026 before semi-final stage

margin to secure a spot in the
semi-finals. However, if
New Zealand wins,
Pakistan’s campaign will
come to an end.

On the other hand, India,
after a crushing defeat to
South Africa in their opening

Super Eight match, faces the
daunting task of improving
their net run rate. If they
hope to make it to the semi-
finals, they will need to win
their next two matches by
substantial margins. But
India faces a tough challenge
from Zimbabwe and West
Indies.
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ICT—PEIRA launches comprehensive enrollment data
drive to support zero out- f-school children mission
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ISLAMABAD: The
Islamabad Capital Territory
Private Educational
Institutions Regulatory
Authority (ICT-PEIRA) has
initiated a comprehensive
enrollment data collection
and regularization drive
aimed at ensuring accurate
student records across all pri-
vate cducational institutions
in ICT.A meeting chaired by
Dr. Ghulam Ali Mallah,
Chairman ICT-PEIRA, was
held to discuss collaborative
measures with representa-
tives of private schools, FDE,
FBISE, and ICT-PEIRA offi-

cials. The focus of the meet-
ing was not punitive action,
but partnership, facilitation,
and data accuracy to
strengthen educational plan-
ning in the Capital Territory.
Dr. Mallah emphasized that
maintaining verified and
authentic enrollment data is
essential to determine the
exact number of children cur-
rently studying in schools.
This initiative will enable the
government to accurately
identify the number of Out-
of-School Children (OOSC)
in each Union Council of ICT
and formulate targeted strate-
gies to achieve the Federal

- . /
Minister for Education’s
vision of Zero Out-of-School
Children in TIslamabad.“We
are not here to create difficul-
ties for schools. We are here
to work together,” said Dr.

© =R

— n
“Accurate data will

e
Mallah.
help us identify gaps, support

underserved  areas, and
ensure that every child in ICT
is enrolled in school. We will
review data Union Council

by Union Council to leave no
child behind.”In response to
requests from representatives
of private educational institu-
tions, ICT-PEIRA  has
announced a  one-time
amnesty from Ist March to
30th April 2026 for schools
with pending renewal cases.
During this facilitation peri-
od, institutions may submit
applications for registration
or renewal without penalty
for late submission.The
Authority encouraged all
school representatives to
assist in providing updated
lists of institutions operating
within their respective areas

to ensure that every institu-
tion becomes part of the reg-
ulatory and support frame-
work.Dr. Mallah reiterated
that the objective of this exer-
cise is to promote transparen-
cy, strengthen planning,
improve educational access,
and uplift the overall quality
of education in Islamabad
Capital Territory.ICT-PEIRA
remains committed to work-
ing closely with all stake-
holders to ensure that no
child in ICT remains out of
school and that Islamabad
becomes a model district for
educational inclusion in
Pakistan.

Unregistered Pilgrim operators and airfare
delays trigger strong reaction in Parliament

NADEEM TANOLI

ISLAMABAD: Serious pro-
cedural lapses in Hajj mis-
sion selections, lack of trans-
parency in pilgrim group
operators, and unanswered
requests for airfare relief
dominated a tense meeting of

the National Assembly
Standing Committee on
Religious Affairs.

Lawmakers raised concerns
over exclusionary criteria,
weak oversight, and delays in
facilitation measures for
Zaireen, demanding urgent
reforms and greater account-
ability.The most alarming
issue raised during the ses-
sion was the alleged procedu-

ral weakness in the selection
of Moavineen and members
of the Hajj Medical Mission.
The Committee observed that
the existing selection frame-
work contains  significant
gaps that may be unfairly
excluding  capable and
deserving candidates.
Lawmakers warned that the
current system risks under-
mining merit and transparen-
cy, especially if age restric-
tions continue to operate as a
disqualifying factor. The
Committee  stressed ~ that
merit must remain supreme
and recommended a compre-
hensive overhaul of the
selection mechanism, includ-
ing a review of the NTS oper-

ating system.The Committee
also expressed serious con-
cern over the presence of
unregistered Zaireen Group
Organizers operating without
clear oversight. Members
demanded a full list of all
registered ZGOs along with
the names of their heads to
ensure accountability and
prevent exploitation of pil-
grims. The Ministry was
directed to submit compre-
hensive details in the next
meeting, signaling tighter
scrutiny of pilgrimage man-
agement operations.Another
pressing issue was the lack of
progress on reducing airfare
costs for pilgrims. The
Secretary  informed  the

Committee that a formal pro-
posal seeking reduction in
PIA airfare for Zaireen had
been sent to the Ministry of
Defence, but no response has
been received so far. The
delay raised eyebrows among
lawmakers, who viewed the
silence as a serious concern
given the financial burden
faced by pilgrims.Regarding
facilitation  offices  for
Zaireen in Baghdad and
Karbala-e-Mualla, the
Ministry clarified that its role
remains regulatory and limit-
ed to monitoring Zaireen
Group Organizers under
existing agreements. It stated
that the Ministry does not
design or offer Ziarat pack-

ages. While the matter of
establishing facilitation
offices has been formally
taken up with relevant
authorities, operationaliza-
tion remains dependent on
approval from host coun-
tries.The Committee further
resolved to recommend a for-
mal communication to the
Prime Minister’s Office seek-
ing an increase in the
Minority ~Welfare Fund.
Lawmakers argued that the
current allocation is insuffi-
cient to address the needs of
minority communities. They
emphasized that strengthen-
ing the Fund is critical for
promoting inclusivity, social
equity, and meaningful par-

ticipation of minorities in
religious  and  cultural
spheres.During the session,
the Committee also con-
firmed the minutes of its pre-
vious meeting and reviewed
the implementation status of
earlier  recommendations.
Several agenda items were
deferred for future delibera-
tion.The meeting, chaired by
Ms. Shagufta Jumani,
attended by multiple mem-
bers of the National
Assembly along with senior
officials from the Ministry of
Religious Affairs and Inter

was

Faith Harmony.
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Chamber of

has
demanding at every forum
that the route be reopened.
These remarks were made
by the General Secretary
Chamber
Ghulam
Qibaz Khan. According to
a survey of the medicine
in Bannu,

been

of

the Central Asia.

required for transporta-
tion. Keeping this princi-
ple in mind, if we assess
the importance of the
Ghulam route, we can
determine its significance
from the fact that it is the
nearest route for access
from Gwadar Port to
Afghanistan and then to
It takes

solution
lem.Besides

this  route,

resolved through negotia-
tions in some way, and
they seek a permanent
to the prob-
traders,
transporters are also being
significantly affected by
because
through this route, 1,500
to 2,000 vehicles used to
pass daily. Due to the clo-

Email: editor.peakpoint@gmail.com

www.peaKpoint.p!

Terrorists’
reach

T least nine police personnel were mar-
Aﬁyred in separate terrorist attacks on

Tuesday, bringing into focus both the
high price law enforcers are paying in the bat-
tle against terrorism and the geographical
reach of violent elements. Six of them were
martyred in a terrorist attack in Kohat, while a
suicide bombing in Punjab’s Bhakkar district
claimed two lives. Separately, a constable was
fatally shot in Wana. While KP and
Balochistan have recorded the highest number
of casualties in the ongoing wave of terrorism,
Punjab has remained largely immune.
However, those Punjab districts bordering KP,
such as Mianwali, have experienced some ter-
rorist activity. In the latest phase of the terror-
ist insurgency, security forces — including
military personnel, paramilitary men and
police officers — have suffered a high rate of
casualties. The incidents on Tuesday under-
score that policemen are also on the front lines
in the battle against terrorist violence. Whether
it is military or police personnel, the state must
ensure advanced equipment and training in
modern counterinsurgency and counterterror-
ism tactics for them. Far too many of them

he closure of the
I Ghulam Khan bor-
der is not only

causing losses to local
traders, but it is also hav-
ing adverse effects on
Pakistan’s economy. Due
to the closure of this bor-
der, Pakistan is being
deprived of billions of
rupees in foreign
exchange annually. The
suspension of the route
has caused serious con-
cern among traders across
the country, especially in
Bannu and the southern
districts. On one hand,
their businesses have
come to a halt; on the
other hand, billions of
rupees remain stuck in
Afghanistan for this rea-

largest  market for
Pakistani medicines was
Afghanistan, especially
the province bordering
Pakistan. There, a single
pharmaceutical company
used to generate more
than two billion rupees in
business in just one week.
However, due to the clo-
sure of the route, this
trade has come to a com-
plete halt. Billions of
rupees have also been
stuck, and their payment
will only be possible once
the road is reopened. In
trade, the rule is that the
casiest and shortest routes
are chosen. Along with
this, those routes are
explored on which the
least amount of time is

seven to eight days to
reach the Torkham border
from Gwadar, whereas it
takes only three days to
reach Afghanistan’s Khost
province from Gwadar
Port. This proves that this
route is extremely close
and highly efficient. On
one hand, this reduces the
transportation cost for
traders, and on the other
hand, the goods are deliv-
ered on time. If the goods
are of such a nature that
they spoil within three or
four days, traders are also
protected  from  that
loss.Due to the current sit-
uation between Pakistan
and Afghani: traders

sure of the route, these
vehicles are now left idle
at the depots.The whole
world knows and this is
fact that Pakistan and
Afghanistan are brotherly
Islamic countries. Their
people share close ties
and relationships with one
another. After the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan in
1979, Pakistan honorably
hosted one of the largest
refugee populations in the
world. A whole genera-
tion of Afghans was born
here, grew up here, and
received their education
here. Similarly, people
from Pakistan used to go
to Afghani and con-

are the most concerned.
They want this issue to be

duct business as if they
were operating in their

Closure of Ghulam Khan border is detrimental to economy

BY ABDUS SALAM
BAITAB

own country.Therefore,
this is the voice of the day
and the demands of time
and circumstances require
that, keeping in mind the
concerns of the public,
traders, doctors, and peo-
ple from other walks of
life, the governments of
both countries should play
their role in bringing the
two nations closer togeth-
er. This would result in
the reopening of transit
routes, the revival of trade
not only between the two
countries but also with
Central Asia, and enable
Pakistani traders to once
again  earn  foreign
exchange for the country,
thereby strengthening the
national ~ economy.The
Bannu  Chamber  of
Commerce has  also
demanded from the gov-
ernment that the route be
opened immediately so
that they can start trade
activities from Central
Asia through this nearby
route, which will bring a
new wave of development
to the region.

Khurram Abbas

RITICAL miner-
als, especially
lithium, copper,

cobalt, nickel and rare
carths, are the oil of the
21st century. The demand
for minerals has been
exploding due to their

Minerals diplomacy

and advanced weapons
systems. This has trans-
formed minerals from an
economic  commodity
into a strategic geopoliti-
cal asset.

Mineral  diplomacy
has been increasingly
replacing oil diplomacy.

reserves. Governments
are also using minerals as
a ‘tool” to mend ties with
the Trump administra-
tion. For  instance,
notwithstanding
America’s looming war
threat, Iran has offered a
broader set of coopera-

minerals has renewed become a manufacturing
South Asia’s signifi- power independent of
cance, particularly India China.

and  Pakistan. New
Delhi’s minerals strategy
is largely different from
Islamabad’s  minerals
diplomacy. India is repli-
cating Beijing’s model of

Islamabad is trying to
position itself as a ‘min-
eral state” and has shown
willingness to work with
the US and the Western
bloc to create an alterna-

have fallen in the line of duty, and their sacri- | consumption in semicon- ~ States are eagerly signing tive deals, potentially acquiring overseas min- tive supply chain. There
fices should not be in vain. While Punjab has | ductor ~manufacturing, mineral agreements, involving energy and ingprojects and introduc-  are several factors behind
remained largely immune to terrorist violence | electric vehicles, batter- investing in mining abr- mining. ing the Rare Earth Islamabad’s eagerness.
in the last couple of years. ies, renewable energy oad and creating strategic The global hunt for Corridor strategy to Courtesy Dawn
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Primary completion female students
rate soars to 89%, 96% schools buildings
infrastructure completed: Report

PEAK POINT

The
ISLAMABAD: Minister of Federal at EIE
graced

Education and Professional Training
(FE&PT), Dr Khalid Magbool
Siddiqui launched report under the
title of “Girls’ Education Statistics
and Trends Report 2023-24,” high-
lighting that the primary school com-

pletion rate for girls has surged from  Fawzia,
75% to 89%, reflecting a significant ~Shahid
return on infrastructure investment. partners

Education and Professional Training,
(FE&PT) Khalid Magbool Siddiqui
as chief guest,
included Minister of State, FE&PT,
Wajiha Qamar, Federal Parliamentary
Secretary Farah Naz Akbar, Senator

PEAK POINT
This report was prepared in col- | 1o\ A gD National Assembly
laboration with Pakistan Institute of | ., 3
Sardar  Speaker Ayaz Sadiq

Education.

launchingcrcony was held
on Thursday, which was
by Federal Minister for

other participants

country
DG PIE Dr Muhammad
Soroya, representatives of
and educationists.

Education (PIE),
Pakistan Alliance for Girls Education
(PAGE) and

Malala Fund,

The key findings of the report
highlighted 96% of schools have con- ly
crete buildings, 92% have toilets and
82% have clean drinking water. The
percentage of girls completing prima-

Thursday said that the foundation of
effective governance lies in a strong
Parliament and that Pakistan must
further strengthen its state and
democratic institutions amid a rapid-
evolving global landscape.
Delivering the keynote address at
the plenary session of the Pakistan
Governance Forum 2026, titled
d from 75% | « heni Parliament  for

Ministry  of

ry education has i
to 89%, and facilities and infrastruc-
ture for girls” education are gradually
improving every year and others
Speaking on the occasion, Khalid
Magbool Siddiqui said that the data
presented in the report would serve as
the foundation for policymaking on
girls” education. He emphasized that
accurate data is essential for solving
educational challenges, noting that no
progresses

Effective Governance,” National
Assembly Speaker Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq made the remarks.

The two-day forum, organized
by the Ministry of Planning,
Development and Special
Initiatives, was held here from
February 25 to 26.

Highlighting global trends,
Ayaz Sadiq said that the interna-
tional system is changing rapidly,

alone byt power dynamics are shifting, and

Effective governance
rooted in strong
Parliament, says Speaker

- CHl O, -
tional governance structures. In

such circumstances, Pakistan
must strengthen its parliamentary
and administrative capacities to
meet complex challenges effec-
tively. Speaking on institutional
reforms, NA Speaker outlined
that under the National Assembly
Secretariat Employees
(Amendment) Act 2026, adminis-
trative and financial powers have
been transferred from individual
discretion to the Cross-Party
Finance Committee, promoting
transparency and collective over-
sight. Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq
noted that reforms in human

advances collectively with regional
cooperation. He stressed the need to
move toward practical actions.

technology is redefining tradi-

resources have led.

Pakistan turns from default risk to global case
study, targets $1tr economy by 2035: Ahsan

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Planning, Development and Special
Initiatives Professor Ahsan Igbal on
Wednesday said Pakistan’s economic
turnaround over the past two years has
drawn global attention, with major interna-
tional financial institutions presenting the
country’s recovery as a model case study.
“In the last two years, the incumbent
government has steered Pakistan, which
was on the brink of bankruptcy, to a posi-
tion where, through governance and
reforms, every major international financial
institution is now presenting Pakistan’s
economic transformation as a case study,”
the minister told APP on the sidelines of the
Pakistan Governance Forum-2026, themed
“Reimagining Governance for URAAN
Pakistan.” He said the forum was convened
to align all stakeholders, federal and
provincial governments, ministries, depart-
ments and the private sector, around action-
able reforms under the Uraan Pakistan
agenda to achieve a $1 trillion economy by

“Well, the purpose of the Pakistan
Governance Forum is to create alignment so
we can collectively work towards our eco-
nomic goals, implement the 5Es frame-
work, Equity, Exports, Energy,
Environment, E-Pakistan, achieve exports
over $100 billion, transform Pakistan into a
technology-led economy, embrace Al, and
address climate, energy and social chal-
lenges,” he said.

Ahsan Iqgbal stressed that infrastructure
alone could not drive growth. “The best
hardware is useless without software.
Buildings and roads have little value if we
do not invest in the skills, health and capac-
ity of our people,” he said, underlining the
centrality of human capital. The planning
minister warned that Pakistan faced two
paths: “If we continue with business as

usual, Pakistan may at best become a $600
billion economy by 2035. But with trans-
formational reforms and positive national
synergy, we can achieve the $1 trillion tar-
get. The difference between these outcomes
is the coefficient of governance.”

Senior Journalist
Anila Shaheen
passes away after

Pakistan yet to deploy AI agents;
inclusive tech policy needed amid
climate risks: Musadik Malik

a brief illness

PEAK POINT

PESHAWAR: Senior
Jjournalist and member
of the Peshawar Press
Club, Anila Shaheen,

Thursday after a brief
illness. She had been
under treatment for
the past several days
at a private hospital in
Peshawar. Her elder

said she suffered a
brain haemorrhage at
the time of schri four

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister
for  Climate Change and
Environmental Coordination
Musadik Malik on Thursday said
Pakistan has yet to deploy opera-
tional artificial intelligence (AI)
agents but is expected to see their
emergence within the next few
years, stressing that technological
advancement must remain inclu-
sive — particularly in the face of
growing climate risks.

Speaking at the Pakistan
Governance Forum 2026 held at a
local hotel in Islamabad, the min-
ister said the prime minister had
provided clear policy direction on
technological development and
that related proposals had been
consolidated accordingly
Pakistan yet to deploy AI agents;
inclusive tech policy needed amid

away  on

Irfanullah,

NN 14

¢

He noted that countries such as
Japan, Singapore and China were
already actively developing Al
agents, while Pakistan was work-
ing toward building capacity in the
field.

Musasik Malik said the prima-
ry technical challenge surrounding
AI deployment was currently one
of efficiency, which he expected
would improve over time.
However, he emphasised that the
more critical concern for policy-
makers was ensuring.

days ago and had
remained in a coma
since then. Despite
undergoing two surg-
eries, she could not
survive. Colleagues
and members of the

Serving Ramadan
Iftar across Paklstan

PEAK POINT

Jjournalistic communi-
ty described Anila

ISLAMABAD: Zakat Foundation

.‘,

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq in a group photo with par-
ticipants of Pakistan Governance Forum 2026.

Shaheen as a fearless,
principled and highly
professional journalist
whose services to the
would
remembered for a
long time. Alongside
her reporting work,
she actively struggled
for the rights of jour-
nalists, freedom of the
press and the resolu-
tion of problems faced
by working journal-
ists, a role that many
lasting
source of guidance
and inspiration.
also held several key

field

termed

of America organised special
Ramadan Iftar meals in Islamabad,
Rawalpindi, Kotli in Azad
Kashmir, Khanewal, Muzaffargarh,
Multan, Pattoki, Toba Tek Singh
and Mansehra, respectfully serving
patients’ attendants and underprivi-
leged residents from nearby areas.
The initiative aimed to ensure dig-
nified iftar provision while reach-
ing communities around major hos-
pitals and neighbourhoods in need.
Organisers said the Ramadan Iftar
programme was designed not only
to feed those observing the fast but
also to promote compassion and
mutual cooperation across society.
A large number of young volun-
teers from universities nationwide
participated in the Iftar arrange-

be

sense

She

ing and distributing eals to bene-
ficiaries.One volunteer recalled that
after taking part in the activity last
year his outlook on life changed for
the better. He said the happiness
that comes from making life easier
for others cannot be matched and
that the experience deepened his
and
gratitude. Members of civil society
welcomed the outreach, noting that
such Ramadan Iftar efforts rein-
force values of brotherhood and

positions. ments,

taking active roles in prepar-

mutual respect.

Pakistan awards

PEAK PO
ISLAMABAD: The
Petroleum Division,
Government of  Pakistan

Thursday signed Petroleum
Concession Agreements
(PCAs) and Exploration
Licences (ELs) awarding 11
onshore blocks marking a
significant step forward in
advancing oil and gas explo-
ration activities across the
country. The signing ceremo-
ny was held in Islamabad,
and was attended by the
Federal Minister for
Petroleum Ali Pervaiz Malik,
said a news release. The
awarded blocks include eight
in Balochistan, two in Sindh,
and one in Punjab.

The successful joint ven-
ture partners include Oil and
Gas Development Company
Limited (OGDCL), Pakistan
Petroleum Limited (PPL),

Mari  Energies Limited
(MariEnergies),  Pakistan
Oilfields Limited (POL) and
Prime  Global  Energies
(Prime).

Speaking at the ceremo-
ny, the Minister for
Petroleum termed the signing
a significant milestone in the
government’s efforts to boost
domestic exploration, attract
investment, and reduce
reliance on imported energy.
Signing  of  agreements
demonstrate strong investor
confidence in Pakistan’s
upstream potential.

The Minister expressed
confidence that recent dis-
coveries would lead to fur-
ther investments in develop-
ment and production, create
employment opportunities,
stimulate economic activity
in the regions and will con-
tribute  meaningfully to
reducing reliance on import-

ed energy.

He  reaffirmed  the
Government’s commitment
to facilitate exploration activ-
ities ensuring a stable
investor-friendly  environ-
ment for promoting the sus-
tainable development of
Pakistan’s indigenous energy
resources. MariEnergies will

serve as operator for six
blocks. The company has
secured 100% working inter-
est in five blocks : Padag,
Chagai, Dalbandin, Merui,
and Merui West and will lead
the Ahmad Wal block as
operator with a 60% working
interest, alongside OGDCL
holding 40%. OGDCL will
operate three blocks, includ-
ing Kalat North with 100%
working interest. It will also
lead two joint venture blocks:
Naing Sharif (OGDCL 70%
as operator, Prime 30%) and
Khiu-II (OGDCL 60% as
operator, MariEnergies
40%). PPL emerged as the
highest bidder for the Kalat
South block and will operate
it with a 40% working inter-

11 oil & X gas blocks

est, in partnership with
0OGDCL (30%) and
MariEnergies (30%). POL
secured the Jherruk block
with 100% working interest.
The minimum committed
investment by the successful
bidders exceeds USD 31 mil-
lion (approximately Rs. 8.66
billion) over the next three
years. In addition, more than
Rs. 276 million has been
committed towards social
welfare initiatives in the
respective areas.

In the event of commer-
cial hydrocarbon discoveries,
substantial additional invest-
ments amounting to millions
of dollars are anticipated for
field development and pro-
duction activities.




