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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday welcomed Vice Minister,
International Department of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China
(IDCPC), Sun Haiyan during a call on paid by
her at the Prime Minister House. The Prime
Minister was assisted by SAPM Tariq Fatemi,
PM’s Special Representative on China Amb.
Zafar Uddin Mahmood, and Foreign
Secretary Ambassador Amna Baloch, a Prime
Minister’s Office news release said.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif welcomed
the Chinese dignitary and her delegation to
Pakistan. He said it was particularly auspi-
cious that the visit was taking place amid
bilateral celebrations of the 75th anniversary
of the establishment of diplomatic ties
between the two countries. He noted that the

PM welcomes IDCPC vice minister, lauds
Chinese generous support to Pakistan

year had commenced with the successful visit
of the Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister of Pakistan to Beijing, followed by a|
visit by the Interior Minister to Shanghai. The|
Speaker of the National Assembly of Pakistan
was also expected to visit China in the com-
ing days. The prime minister conveyed his|
warm greetings to President Xi Jinping and
the Chinese leadership. He reaffirmed
Pakistan’s iron-clad All Weather Strategic
Cooperative Partnership with China. He said|
that this would remain unshakeable at all
times. The prime minister also reaffirmed
Pakistan’s unwavering commitment to the
One China Policy. PM Sharif lauded China’s
generous support to Pakistan, especially|
through CPEC and stressed upon the need to
ensure timely implementation of the next
phase of CPEC. He also reiterated his most
cordial invitation to President Xi Jinping.

Muh
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Vice Miniser of IDCPC Ms. Sun Haiyan called on Prime Minister

Sharif.

Pakistan calls for peaceful
resolution of Iran situation,

Trump’s ‘military intervention’ in
Iran ‘appears likely’: officials warn

13 India-sponsored
terrorists killed in
KP raids: ISPR

hopes for regional stability

ISLAMABAD
:Pakistan has said it
s closely monitor-
ing the situation in
Iran and wants a
i Apcaccful resolution
‘to the issue, reaf-
“firming its commit-
4 ~©ment to playing a
role for peace and stability in the region.

Foreign Office spokesperson Tahir Hussain Andrabi,
while speaking at the weekly briefing, said Pakistan sup-
ports a peaceful solution to the Iran issue and will contin-
ue to play its role for peace.

"Pakistan stands by peace and stability in Iran and
hopes the country will soon overcome its current crisis,"
he continued. He said Pakistan attached great importance
to Iran, both as a neighbouring country and as an impor-
tant player of the international community and an impor-
tant member of the global fraternity.

“Pakistan hopes that peace and stability will prevail,
and we reaffirm our support for all efforts aimed at a
peaceful resolution of the situation,” he added. The
spokesperson said that the protests were “triggered by
economic hardships faced by the Iranian people.
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WASHINGTON:  US
military intervention in
Iran now appears likely
and could take place
within the next 24
hours, officials have
warned, amid sharply
escalating tensions in
the Middle East.

American, European
and Israeli sources said
preparations for possi-
ble action were under
way as Washington
began evacuating per-
sonnel from its major
air base in Qatar.

Tehran has warned
neighbouring countries
that the military air-
fields would be targeted
if Donald Trump orders
a strike.

With Iran's leader-
ship trying to quash the
worst domestic unrest
the Islamic Republic

has ever faced, Tehran
is seeking to deter the

US president's repeated
threats to intervenc on
behalf of anti-govern-
ment protesters.

An American offi-
cial said on Wednesday
that the evacuation of Al
Udeid Air Base was a
precautionary move fol-
lowing warnings from a
senior Iranian official.

Meanwhile, two
European officials said
military  intervention
now appeared likely,

with one suggesting it
could come within the

next 24 hours.

An Isracli official
also said it appeared
Trump had decided to
intervene, although the
precise timing and
scope of any strike had
yet to be made clear.

Qatar said draw-
downs from the air base,
the biggest US site in
the region, were 'being
undertaken in response
to the current regional
tensions'.

Three diplomats said
some personnel had
been told to leave,
though there were no
immediate  signs  of
large numbers of troops
being evacuated.

Last year, soldiers
were taken by bus to a
soccer stadium  and
shopping mall in the
hours before an Iranian
missile strike. It comes
as Benjamin
Netanyahu's jet depart-
cd Israel ecarlier today,
while Trump considered
his next move. The US
leader has repeatedly
threatened to intervene
in support of protesters
in Iran, where thousands
of people have been
reported killed in a

crackdown on  the
protests against clerical
rule. Iran and its

Western foes have both
described.

RAWALPINDI:
Security forces car-
ried out two sepa-
rate  intelligence-
based operations in
K h y b e r
Pakhtunkhwa,
killing 13 terrorists
linked to the Indian

proxy network
“Fitna al-
Khawarij”, the
Inter-Services
Public ~ Relations
(ISPR) said on

Thursday. The raids
were conducted in
the Bannu and
Kurram  districts
after actionable
intelligence indicat-
ed the presence of
armed militants in

the two  areas.
According to the
military’s media
wing.

Eight arrested
in Lahore for
defaming
judges on
social media

__PEAKPOINT

LAHORE: In a major
development in the
case involving the
character assassina-
tion of superior court

judges on  social
media, the National
Cyber Crime | [

Investigation Agency
(NCCIA) has arrested
eight suspects from
Lahore. According to
NCCIA officials, the
arrested  individuals
were involved in run-
ning a defamatory
campaign against
Jjudges of the superior
judiciary through
social media plat-
forms. The suspects
allegedly shared and
circulated  content
aimed at mocking.

Exercise Inspired Gambit-2026:
and US armies hold counter-terrorism drills

T T O
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RAWALPINDI: Exercise
Inspired Gambit-2026, a
joint military initiative
between the Pakistan
Army and the United
States Army that began
last Thursday, will con-
clude tomorrow. The two-
week-long exercise,

focused on counter-terror-

ism (CT), marks the 13th
iteration of this bilateral
training series that has
been conducted since
1995. Today, a
Distinguished ~ Visitors’
Day ceremony was held at
the National Counter
Terrorism Centre in Pabbi.
Natalie Baker, Chargé
d’Affaires of the United

States to Pakistan, accom-
panied by senior US mili-
tary officials, attended the
event along with the
Commander of  the
Rawalpindi Corps. During
the ceremony, the visiting
dignitaries were briefed on
the scope, objectives, and
conduct of the exercise.
Both armies demonstrated

Pakistan

a high level of operational
professionalism and com-
petence, which was widely
appreciated by the atten-
dees. The exercise pro-
vides a platform for the
exchange of counter-ter-
rorism strategies and oper-
ational experiences
between the two militaries.
Participants engaged in
realistic drills aimed at
refining CT procedures
while maintaining strin-
gent standards of safety
and coordination. Inspired
Gambit-2026 seeks to
strengthen bilateral mili-
tary  cooperation by
enhancing interoperability,
refining tactical drills, and
fostering mutual under-
standing.

The training also rein-

forces the commitment of

both nations to counter-
terrorism preparedness and
operational readiness.

[HC secks report from Interior
Ministry over failure to lif
Fawad Chaudhry's travel ban

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD:  The

Islamabad High Court |
(IHC) has sought a
report from the Ministry
of Interior over its fail-
ure to remove former
federal minister Fawad
Chaudhry’s name from
the travel ban list, despite clear court orders.

Justice Tnam Amin Minhas heard the con-
tempt of court petition filed by Fawad
Chaudhry, while his counsel, Faisal Farid
Chaudhry Advocate, appeared before the
court.

During the hearing, the petitioner’s lawyer
argued that the court had already directed the
authorities to remove Fawad Chaudhry’s name
from the travel restriction list. However,
despite the passage of time and explicit judi-
cial orders, his name still remains on the list,
which constitutes a violation of the court’s
directives.

The counsel requested the court to initiate
contempt of court proceedings against the rel-
evant officials for non-compliance.
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Pakistan U19 team to begin

Men’s 19 Cricket World Cup,
will also be eyeing for their third
ICC U1 titles.

The ICC Men’s U19 World
Cup will be played in Namibia and
Zimbabwe from 15 January to 6
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HARARE: Asian Champions
Pakistan U19 will take on England
in the opening match of the ICC
Men’s U19 Cricket World Cup
2026 on Friday at the Takashinga
Sports Club in Harare.

Pakistan, who recently won the
ACC Men’s Ul9 Asia Cup in
Dubai beating India by 191 runs
and the tri-series in Zimbabwe
beating the hosts by nine wickets,
will look to carry their winning
momentum and add a third trophy
to their cabinet.

Pakistan, the winners of the
2004 and 2006 editions of the ICC

the 16-team tournament, Pakistan
will face Scotland in their second
group fixture on 19 January at the
Takashinga Sports Club, before
taking on hosts Zimbabwe at the
same venue in their final group
match on 22 January.

The Super Six stage of the
event will be played in Bulawayo
and Harare from 24 January to 1
February, with the top four sides

World Cup campaign on today

advancing to the semi-finals on 3
and 4 February, respectively. The
final of the tournament will be
played at the Harare Sports Club
on Friday, 6 February.

Ahead of the mega event,

February. Placed in Group ‘C’ of Pakistan U19 took part in training

sessions and played two warm-up
matches to fine-tune their prepara-
tions.

The first warm-up match
against Bangladesh on Saturday
was washed out, with only 36.3
overs of Bangladesh’s innings
possible at the Masvingo Sports
Club. Pakistan then defeated USA
by 69 runs in their second warm-
up match at the Bulawayo Athletic

Club on Tuesday. Among the 15-
member squad, which will be led
by Farhan Yousaf, only Ali Raza
featured in the 2024 edition of the
ICC Men’s U19 World Cup. The
right-arm fast bowler took nine
where
Pakistan lost to Australia by one
wicket in the semi-final. Pakistan
team will travel to Harare from
Bulawayo and will hold a training
session on Thursday as they pre-
pare for their opening fixture.
Talking to PCB Digital, Pakistan

wickets in the event,

U19 captain Farhan Yousaf said.

“The U19 camp in Multan
helped us perform well in the Asia

Cup and the tri-series.

removes director Najmul
Islam amid player boycott

Bangladesh
icket Board

A [
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BANGLADESH: The Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) on Thursday removed director
Najmul Islam following protests from cricketers
ahead of Bangladesh Premier League (BPL)
matches over comments against the country’s
cricketers made by Islam on Wednesday, The
Daily Star reported. The first BPL match sched-
uled for 1pm local time today was delayed as
players from Chattogram Royals and Noakhali
Express did not show up at the Sher-e-Bangla
National Cricket Stadium for the game, accord-
ing to The Daily Star. Islam was handed a show-
cause notice by the BCB a few hours before the
match was set to begin. However, the
Cricketers’ Welfare Association of Bangladesh
(CWARB) had called for a nationwide boycott on
all forms of cricket unless Islam tenders his res-
ignation. In a media release today, the BCB said
the decision to remove Islam was taken by pres-
ident Aminul Islam Bulbul “following a review
of recent developments and in the best interest
of the organisation”, and that it would come into
effect immediately, The Daily Star reported.
“The decision has been taken in accordance
with the authority vested in the BCB President
under Article 31 of the BCB Constitution and is
aimed at ensuring the continued smooth and

effective functioning of the Board’s affairs,”.

PCB announces women ODI, T20I |
squads for crucial South Africa Tour
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Potchefstroom, as the
side intensifies prepa-

Tasmia Rubab, ensur-
ing continuity as well
as balance across for-
mats. The tour also
marks an important
step in Pakistan’s
youth development,
with uncapped batter

LAHORE: The rations for the ICC Spira Jabeen and
Pakistan Cricket Women’s T20 World right-arm fast bowler
Board  (PCB) on Cup 2026. Humna Bilal earning

Friday announced the
One-Day International
and
International

(ODI)

for  the
Women’s
upcoming

squads
Pakistan
team’s
tour

Fatima Sana will
continue  to  lead
Pakistan in both for-
mats, reflecting the
board’s confidence in
her leadership as the
team embarks on a

T20

of

their maiden T20I
call-ups, highlighting
PCB’s intent to broad-
en the talent pool
ahead of future global
events.Opening bat-
ters Ayesha Zafar and

South Africa, sched- crucial overseas Gull Feroza, left-arm
uled to begin on assignment against pacer Tasmia Rubab
February in quality opposition in and wicketkeeper-bat-

ter Najiha Alvi have
been recalled to the
15-member OoDI
squad after missing
out onselection for the
recent ODI  World
Cup, underlining their
renewed role in the

50-over setup.
Meanwhile,  Diana
Baig.

Najiha Alvi, Sadaf
Shamas and Syeda
Aroob Shah feature
exclusively in the ODI

squad, while Humna
Bilal, Saira Jabeen,
Tuba Hassan and
Eyman Fatima have
been included only in
the T20I lineup.The
team will be support-
ed by a strong coach-
ing unit, with Wahab
Riaz serving as men-
tor, assisted by Imran
Farhat (batting coach),
Umaid  Asif (fast
bowling coach),
Abdur Rehman (spin
bowling coach) and
Abdul Majeed (field-
ing coach).

Designers, fans invited for PSL
11 trophy design competition

Shaheen Afridi resumes training at NCA

tcell hits t

on

as New

Zealand down India
to level ODI series
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RAJKOT (INDIA): Daryl
Mitchell struck an unbeaten
131 to lead New Zealand to a
series-levelling seven-wicket
win over India in the second
one-day international on
Wednesday.

Chasing 285 for victory,
Mitchell's eighth ODI ton
and a 162-run stand with
Will Young (87) for the third
wicket helped New Zealand
reach their target with 15
balls to spare in Rajkot.

Mitchell's knock trumped
an unbeaten 112 by KL
Rahul in India's 284-7 and
forced the three-match series
into a decider on Sunday in
Indore.

It was New Zealand's
first ODI win over India
since 2023 and their first 50-
over win in India in over
eight years. "It's really nice
to get the win," Mitchell said
after being named player of
the match. "We haven't won
here for a couple of years

now. Nice for a younger
group to see that you can
challenge some of the best in
the world."

Mitchell walked in to bat
with New Zealand on 46-2
and along with Young helped
the Black Caps take control.

Young fell to Kuldeep
Yadav in the 38th over but
Mitchell stood firm to bring
up his hundred.

He hit 11 fours and two
sixes in his 117-ball innings
and with Glenn Phillips, who
made 32 not out, put together
an unbeaten stand of 78.
Indian bowlers enjoyed early
success when Harshit Rana

bowled Devon Conway, who
made 16, and fellow quick
Prasidh Krishna had Henry
Nicholls inside-edge a deliv-
ery onto his stumps for 10.
But Mitchell, who was
dropped on 80, and Young
struck regular boundaries as

New Zealand completed
their highest-ever ODI chase
in India.

India captain Shubman
Gill rued the team's fielding
lapses, saying, "Even in the
last match, we let down a
couple of chances. If you
don't take your chances, in
this format, it always makes
you lose".
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Rs. 300 Million extort

ion racket exposed as senate grills

FIA over NCCIA officers protecting illegal call centers

NADEEM TANOLI

ISLAMABAD: A major cor-
ruption scandal has erupted
around the newly formed
National ~ Cyber  Crime
Investigation Agency after
official records and Senate
proceedings revealed that its
own officers are accused of
running a large scale extor-
tion racket to protect illegal
call centers, many operated
by foreign nationals. The dis-
closures, examined by the
Senate Standing Committee
on Information Technology
and Telecommunication,
have raised alarm over insti-
tutional failure, internal cor-
ruption, and the inability of
law enforcement agencies to
prevent cybercrime despite
visible warning signs.The
matter came before the com-
mittee chaired by Palwasha
Mohammad Zai Khan, where
it was confirmed that the
Federal Investigation Agency
itself has registered a corrup-
tion case against NCCIA offi-

cers through its Anti-
Corruption Circle. According
to the official case record, the
FIR names senior and mid-
level NCCIA officials along
with private facilitators and
foreign nationals, accusing
them of enabling illegal call
centers in exchange for
monthly bribes.Investigators
told the committee that the
extortion network allegedly
collected close to Rs. 300
million, with one group alone
amassing approximately Rs.
250 million and another
around Rs. 50 million. The
scheme involved charging
illegal call centers a fixed Rs.
1 million per month for pro-
tection, while new centers
were allegedly allowed to
open after paying a so called
“cooperation fee” of Rs.
800,000. In some cases,
arrested foreign nationals
were allegedly released after
paying lump sums, including
a reported deal worth Rs. 20
million for the release of a

foreign national and his
associates.The accused
include senior NCCIA offi-
cials posted in Rawalpindi
and Islamabad, officers from
Grade 16 to Grade 19, and
private intermediaries used to
collect cash. The committee
was informed that one sub
inspector is accused of send-
ing videos showing the tor-
ture of a detained foreign
national to his family in order
to extract money. Private
security company owners
were allegedly used as front-
men to move and collect
bribe payments, while for-
eign nationals acted as on
ground managers of the scam
operations.During the brief-
ing, FIA officials confirmed
that a case has been regis-
tered against 13 individuals,
some of whom have obtained
protective bail, while others
are being pursued. Despite
the scale of the alleged cor-
ruption, senators were told
that only Rs. 1.5 million has

been recovered so far, draw-
ing criticism from committee
members who questioned
how such a vast operation
could result in such minimal
financial recovery.The chair-
person openly challenged the
agencies, questioning how
illegal call centers employing
thousands of people in prime
arcas of Islamabad could
operate  openly  without
detection. She pointed out
that even ordinary citizens
could see large, lavish build-
ings functioning as call cen-
ters, yet enforcement agen-
cies failed to act until the
scandal surfaced. Senators
described this as a clear sign
of systemic negligence or
collusion. Senators criticized
the reactive nature of law
enforcement, stating that ille-
gal call centers rely on com-
pact, mobile technology that
can be tracked if agencies use
modern preventive tools. He
warned that powerful individ-
uals often stand behind such

operations and questioned
why Pakistan lags behind
other countries in dismantling
cybercrime  infrastructure
before damage is done.
Senators referred to earlier
high profile murder and scam
cases that had already
exposed the deep links
between illegal call centers
and protected criminal net-
works.Officials  from the
Ministry of Interior defend
the situation by stating that
NCCIA is a new organization
still facing operational chal-
lenges. They acknowledged
the presence of “black sheep”
within the agency and asked
for time to complete investi-
gations, arguing that cyber-
crime has expanded beyond
call centers into social media
fraud and digital account
hacking. However, this expla-
nation failed to satisfy the
committee, which noted that
the seriousness of the allega-
tions far exceeds routine
teething  issues.Clarifying

concerns, officials stressed
that not all call centers are
illegal. Registered call centers
operating under the Pakistan
Software Export Board are
lawful, while the action tar-
gets  unregistered  centers
operating  covertly  and
allegedly involved in scams,
extortion, and financial fraud.
Senators nevertheless warned
that the distinction offers little
comfort when enforcement
agencies themselves are
accused of shielding criminal
activity. While expressing dis-
satisfaction over the slow
pace of recoveries and the
magnitude of corruption, the
committee allowed more time
for investigations to proceed.
Members made it clear that
the scandal has damaged pub-
lic trust in cybercrime
enforcement and  that
accountability must extend
beyond junior officers to
include those who enabled
the system to function.

HEC intensifies efforts to promote Al,
enhance faculty skills at universities
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ISLAMABAD: The Research
and Innovation Division and
Information Technology (IT)
Division of the Higher
Education Commission (HEC)
have taken important steps to
promote Artificial Intelligence
(AT) and its effective use in the

education  system, further
accelerating the pace of adop-
tion of modern technology. In
this regard, they have launched
the Al-Ready Faculty Program
in collaboration with the
Ministry  of  Information
Technology and Telecom,
Meta and Atomcamp. The

main objective of this program
is to enhance the skills of
teaching staff in universities
across the country and align
the quality of teaching with
modern requirements. Under
this initiative, Atomcamp pro-
vided advanced training on Al
to faculty members across

Pakistan, while HEC provided
the necessary support and part-
nership for this program.

As a result of this success-
ful collaboration, more than
300 faculty members have
been provided with advanced
training in Al so far, which not
only enhanced the professional

skills of teachers but also
strengthened the foundation
for the effective use of modern
technology in higher education
institutions. HEC thanked the
Ministry of IT, Meta and Atom
Camp and said that such col-
laborative initiatives will play
a key role in the promotion of

higher education, research and
innovation in Pakistan. HEC
said that in the future, more
such programs will be intro-
duced in the field of artificial
intelligence emerging
technologies so that Pakistani
can  develop
according to world standards.

and

universities
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Visa
checks

IT is a pragmatic response to the various

immigration-related issues that had been

accumulating. On Tuesday, Pakistan and
the UAE agreed to pursue a formal agreement
on pre-immigration clearance for Pakistanis
travelling to the Gulf state, with a pilot to be
launched at the Karachi airport. If this
arrangement materialises, those travelling to
the UAE will complete immigration formali-
ties in Pakistan before their departure, which
will allow them to avoid processing upon
arrival in the UAE and, possibly, exit airports
quickly. On the other hand, the UAE authori-
ties will benefit from enhanced border securi-
ty as Pakistani officials will, in effect, be help-
ing them curb visa misuse. It is positive that
Pakistan is moving towards this arrangement
as it has a large diaspora population in the
UAE, which sends vital remittances. The Gulf
nation is a major destination for our labour
exports, and the initiative comes amid long-
standing visa restrictions and processing
delays for citizens wishing to travel to the
UAE. As trust is gradually restored between
the authorities of both nations, it is hoped that
the unofficial restrictions placed on issuance
of visas over the past few years will ease,
allowing for easier travel. Pakistani authori-
ties should be aware of what the UAE expects.

The Don-roe doctrine

F.S. AIJAZUDDIN

OLITICAL doctrines,
P[ike public buildings,

are often named after
persons. The US boasts the
Lincoln Memorial, the J.
Edgar Hoover Building, even
‘Washington, D.C. America’s
very name owes its origins to
the Ttalian explorer Amerigo
Vespucci. Had the cartogra-
pher Martin Waldseemiiller
not appropriated the name
America for his map of the
New World in 1507, America
might have been named
Colombia, after Christopher
Columbus.

Political doctrines too
have a patrimony: in the East,
Marxism, i
Stalinism and Brezhnevism.
The latter declared the then
USSR’s obligation under the
Warsaw Pact to intervene
militarily if any Eastern Bloc
socialist country was threat-
ened. China has seen Taoism,
Maoism and more recently
Xi-ism. Xi-ism has morphed
from ‘Xi Jinping Thought,
formally incorporated in the
constitution of the Chinese
Communist Party in 2018. Xi
Jinping Thought has been
summarised to include Ten
Affirmations, Fourteen
Commitments, Thirteen
Areas of Achievements, and
Six Musts. Collectively, they
encapsulate  Xi Jinping’s
worldview and the
Sinicisation of Marxism.

Xi Jinping has chosen to
follow the footsteps of his
precursors. In the west,
President Donald Trump has
hurdled over the doctrines
left by his predecessors — in
particular, Dwight

Eisenhower’s of 1957, which
assured economic aid and
military assistance to any
Middle Eastern countries
threatened by ‘international
communism’. And Richard
Nixon’s in 1959, which
affirmed that the US would
honour “treaty commit-
ments” but expected its allies
to be responsible for their
own defence. It would pro-
vide arms and aid but not
troops.

Trump has backtracked
centuries  to  Theodore
Roosevelt’s doctrine of 1904
and James Monroe’s of 1823.
Roosevelt’s doctrine identi-
fied Latin America as its
backyard, where the US
could expand its commercial
interests and block European
hegemony in the region. It
sought to make the US the
dominant  power there.
Monroe warned European
powers like Spain against
colonising the Americas fur-
ther.

A Great Dane is no match
for a hungry Rottweiler.

The impact of the Monroe
Doctrine on US foreign poli-
cy has been discussed in Jay
Sexton’s  The  Monroe
Doctrine: Empire and Nation
in Nineteenth-Century
America. He traces the
growth of these United States
(the original 13 states) to the
United States. He explores
their ambivalent relationship
with an expansive 19th-cen-
tury Great Britain, and
describes  the ~ Monroe
Doctrine as “an American
shorthand for a hemisphere
(and ultimately a world),
cleared of the British

Empire”.

Two centuries later, the
Monroe Doctrine of 1823 has
been  refurbished and
reframed as the ‘Don-roc
doctrine’. Today, Trump’s
America has nothing to fear
from King Charles III's
Britain. Trump’s  slogan
‘Make America Great Again’
is more than a doctrinal goal.
It is a combustible propellant
that admixes “right-wing
populism, right-wing anti-
globalism, national conser-
vatism and neo-nationalism”.

His policy is a forceful
application of ‘dollar diplo-
macy’, used many times
before in US history —
instances are when the US
bought  Louisiana  from
France in 1803, Florida from
Spain in 1819, Alaska from
Russia in 1867, and the US
Virgin Islands from Denmark
in 1917. The Danes having
sold the Virgin Islands should
prepare themselves for the
“forced sale’ of Greenland.
They may not have a choice.
The contiguous US mainland
is almost four times bigger
than Greenland which is 50
times larger than Denmark. A
Great Dane is no match for a
hungry Rottweiler.

Trump’s demands evoke
fears expressed over a centu-
ry ago by small nations when
threatened by larger ones.
Hispanics  in  particular
became apprehensive. As one
Argentine put it, by substitut-
ing the United States for
Europe as “a source of civili-
sation”, they would be get-
ting “European civilisation
second hand”.

Courtesy Dawn

Crystal-gazing
American unilateralism

INAM UL HAQUE

uring the very first week of this year,
Don January 3, the US conducted

Operation 'Absolute Resolve' to kid-
nap President Maduro of Venezuecla, along
with his wife from the capital Caracas, at night
when both were asleep is a discreet safehouse.
The Operation was long in the offing, ostensi-
bly for Venezuelan oil and other riches,
although Maduro was no saint. Almost a year
in the planning, the CIA bought the loyalties
of Maduro's inner circle in a sordid tale of
betrayal. Sea flotilla, stealth helicopters, Delta
Force, covert agents and law enforcement per-
sonnel raided one of Maduro's residences at
Fuerte Tiuna. Over 150 USAF planes sup-
pressed Venczuelan air defences. Carrier
group lowa Jima, and Marines were placed,
just in case. The operation was successfully
conducted within 150 minutes with clinical
military precision and brilliance. This opera-
tion occurred exactly 35 years after American
forces had invaded Panama to haul Manual
Noriega on January 3, 1990, during Operation
'Tust Cause'. Maduro, like Noriega, was
charged with drug smuggling and other crimes
in the US. The recently released National
Security  Strategy by  the  Trump
Administration reiterates US dominance in the
Western Hemisphere, especially in the
Americas, particularly in Latin America,
America's presumed backyard, where
Washington has historically intervened.
During, and after the Cold War (1947-1991),
the US conducted regime change operations to
remove left-wing Soviet/Russian-backed lead-
ers in numerous coup d'états, in economic and
military interventions and domination opera-
tions, in most of the 35 countries in
North/Central America (Mexico, Nicaragua,
Panama, Guatemala, etc); South America
(Venezuela, Bolivia, Chile, Argentina, etc);
and the Caribbean (Grenada, Cuba, Haiti,
Dominic Republic, etc).
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Bilawal Bhutto highlights Sindh’s progress in major

sectors, cal]s for devolution of sales tax collection
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari on Thursday outlined
the Sindh government’s performance
since 2008, highlighting progress in
healthcare, education, poverty allevi-
ation, infrastructure, industry, agri-
culture and revenue generation, while
proposing devolution of sales tax col-
lection to the provinces to address the
country’s fiscal challenges. Giving a
detailed presentation on provincial
governance here at Presidency,
Bilawal Bhutto said Sindh was often
portrayed as a “glass half empty”
province, but maintained that the
PPP-led government had steadily
strengthened institutions and expand-
ed service delivery. He noted that

since assuming office in 2008, the
party had received a larger mandate
in every subsequent provincial elec-
tion. The event was attended by
Acting President Syed Yousaf Raza
Gilani, members of the Sindh cabinet,
parliamentarians, representatives of
the business community, diplomats,
and media persons.

Focusing on healthcare, The PPP
chairman said Sindh had increased
health sector allocations from 2.9 per
cent of the provincial budget in 2008
to nearly 10pc at present. He high-
lighted the expansion of major public
hospitals, including the Jinnah
Postgraduate ~ Medical ~ Centre
(JPMC), where bed capacity had dou-
bled from 1,100 to 2,200 by 2025,
with a target of 3,100 beds by 2028.

He said the National Institute of
Cardiovascular Diseases (NICVD),
also known as the Sindh Institute of
Cardiovascular Diseases (SICVD),
now operated 11 specialised hospitals
and 30 chest pain units across the
province, significantly improving
access to emergency cardiac care.
Referring to the Sindh Institute of

Urology and Transplantation (SIUT),
he said more than 35 million patients
had benefited from its services since
2008, while bed capacity had
increased from 760 to 1,926. Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari said the Gambat
Institute of Medical Sciences (GIMS)
had successfully carried out 1,362
liver transplants, while the Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto Institute of
Trauma (SMBBIT) had emerged as
the largest trauma centre in South
Asia, treating over 175,000 trauma
patients annually. He added that
Sindh’s infant mortality rate stood at
2.9%, well below the national aver-
age of 5.45%. As regards education
sector, the PPP chairman said the
number of public universities in
Sindh had risen from 10 in 2008 to 30
today, along with 18 additional uni-
versity campuses across the province.
On poverty alleviation, he said the
Sindh Rural Support Organisation
(SRSO) programme had helped lift
1.4 million women out of poverty
through soft loans, with a recovery
rate of 98%. Recalling the devastat-
ing floods of 2022.

President Zardari addresses Bahrain
Economic Development Board,
highlights investment cooperation
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Bahrain.

MANAMA: President Asif Ali Zardari on
Thursday underscored Pakistan’s commit-
ment to expanding economic cooperation,
investment partnerships and institutional link-
ages with Bahrain amid addressing a recep-
tion at the headquarters of the Economic
Development Board of the Kingdom of

Bahrain.

In his remarks, the president expressed
appreciation to King Hamad bin Isa Al
Khalifa and Prince Salman bin Hamad Al
Prince and Prime
Minister, for the warm hospitality extended
during the visit, a Presidency’s news release

Khalifa, the Crown

said.

He also conveyed his gratitude to the King
for the conferment of the Sheikh Issa Award,
describing it as a gesture that reflected the
depth of bilateral ties and mutual respect
between the two countries. The president
noted that the reception reflected the close
and enduring friendship between Pakistan and

environment.

ed no explanation.

MANAMA: President Asif Ali Zardari being briefed by the Economic Development
Board of Bahrain, in the presence of Deputy Prime Minister of Bahrain Shaikh Khalid

bin Abdullah Al Khalifa.

The president commended the Economic
Development Board for its clear strategic
vision and institutional strength, observing
that Bahrain’s success in positioning itself as
an open and investor-friendly economy offers
valuable lessons in a rapidly evolving global

As Bahrain’s Finance Minister began
briefing on economic development, the presi-
dent interjected with a light remark, gesturing
towards the Manama skyline and saying that
the progress was visible before him and need-

The president noted that the Economic
Development Board plays a central role in
shaping Bahrain’s economic strategy, attract-
ing foreign investment and supporting diver-
sification across key sectors. He observed that
the Board’s close coordination with govern-
ment institutions and the private sector has
helped Bahrain strengthen competitiveness,
promote innovation and create a predictable
and enabling environment for investors.

Concern over
Rawal Lake
water quality,
minister
orders testing

ISLAMABAD:
Federal Minister for
Climate Change and
Environmental
Coordination Dr
Musadik Malik on
Thursday directed the
Environmental
Protection ~ Agency
(EPA) and the Water
and Sanitation
Agency (Wasa) to
conduct comprehen-
sive water quality
testing at multiple
points  along  the
Rawal lake’s inflows
and outflows to iden-
tify the sources and
extent of contamina-
tion.

Chairing a high-
level meeting on the
issue, officials briefed
the minister that three
major  streams
Korang, Lake View
and Jinnah — flow
into Rawal Lake,
some of which have
been polluted due to
the discharge of
untreated sewage
from nearby residen-
tial arcas.

They said plan-
ning was under way
to install three sewage
treatment plants at
Simli Road, Bari
Imam and Shadrah to
address the problem.

“We must ask our-
selves whether this is
water we are comfort-
able feeding to our
children,” the minis-
ter said.

Nagqvi visits National Police
Academy, inspects academy’s
renovation facilities

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister
for Interior Mohsin Naqvi on
Friday paid an important visit to
the National Police Academy,
where he reviewed ongoing reno-
vation and upgradation works and
announced a series of initiatives
aimed at improving police train-
ing, welfare, and professional
standards.

During the visit, the Interior
Minister inspected the academy’s
renovated facilities, including the
conference hall, dining hall, and
various training rooms.

He also issued necessary
directives to  Commandant
National ~ Police ~ Academy

Muhammad Idrees regarding the
pace and quality of work.
Addressing the under-training
Assistant  Superintendents of
Police (ASPs), Naqvi announced
that the ASPs will be allotted res-

idential plots upon passing out.
He further stated that the current
batch of officers will be trained
according to international stan-
dards.

The Minister revealed that
ASP trainees will also be sent to
Beijing, China, for a one-month
specialized training programme
to enhance their exposure and
skills. “We will incorporate new
training modules in line with
modern policing requirements,”
he said, adding that measures will
be ensured to strengthen the offi-
cers’ professional competence
and practical abilities.

KP Governor meets Saudi
Ambassador, discusses security
situation, humanitarian aid
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ISLAMABAD: Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa  Faisal =~ Karim
Kundi on Thursday visited the
Saudi Embassy in Islamabad and
met with Saudi Ambassador to
Pakistan Nawaf bin Saeed Al-
Maliki.

During the meeting, matters
of mutual interest were discussed,
with a particular focus on the law
and order situation in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

The KP Governor also held
talks with the Saudi envoy
regarding the provision of Saudi
humanitarian assistance for the
temporary displaced persons
(TDPs) who were forced to
migrate from district Khyber.

The Saudi  Ambassador
assured the Governor that the

King Salman Humamlanan Aid
and Relief Centre would provide
relief items for the TDPs of dis-
trict Khyber. He said that the
Saudi government has always
valued its relations with Pakistan
and has consistently stood by the
country in times of need.

Ambassador Nawaf bin Saced
Al-Maliki also expressed condo-
lences to the Governor over the
recent terrorist incidents in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, including
Dera Ismail Khan.

Asifa Bhutto visits
Bahrain museums; stresses
cultural dlplomacy
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MANAMA: First Lady Bibi
Ascefa Bhutto Zardari on
Thursday visited the Bahrain
National Museum and the Pearl
Museum here, where she under-
scored the importance of pre-
serving national heritage and
safeguarding history as a source
of identity, unity, and inspiration
for future generations. The first
lady was accompanied by the
Minister-in-Waiting of Bahrain
Amna bint Ahmed Al Romaihi,
Minister of Housing and Urban
Planning. Upon arrival, she was
received by Farah Mohamed
Mattar, Director General of
Muscums and Culture, and Hani
Ali  Behzad, Director of

and
Partnerships. During the visit,
First Lady Aseefa Bhutto was
given a guided walking tour of
both museums, which offered a
compelling showcase of
Bahrain’s rich cultural heritage,
deep historical roots, and civi-
lizational legacy, including the
Kingdom’s globally renowned
traditions of maritime life and
pearl diving.

Communications
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CDWP approves five Uraan Pakistan health projects

ISLAMABAD: The Central
Development Working Party
(CDWP) on  Thursday
approved five major health
sector projects under the
Uraan Pakistan social sector
initiative to promote people-
centric  development by
expanding affordable health-
care, reducing catastrophic
medical costs, and protecting
vulnerable families from
financial ~ hardship. The
CDWP meeting was chaired
by Federal Minister for
Planning, Development &
Special  Initiatives  and
Deputy Chairman Planning
Commission, Ahsan Igbal.
Federal Minister for National

Health Services, Regulation
and Coordination, Mustafa
Kamal attended the forum to
support and justify the pro-
jects of his Ministry.

The CDWP approved
three projects costing Rs
12.524 billion, while two
additional major projects
worth Rs 56.823 billion were
recommended to the
Executive Committee of the
National Economic Council
(ECNEQC) for consideration.

Aaccording to details,
CDWP  reviewed and
approved a revised health
sector project titled * Sehat
Sahulat Program ” at a cost
of Rs. 40,188.216 million ,
and recommended it to the
Executive Committee of the

=

National Economic Council
(ECNEC) for final consider-
ation.

Under the revised frame-
work, the Sehat Sahulat
Program is being implement-
ed through the development
budget on a universal basis
in ICT, AJK and Gilgit-
Baltistan to expand coverage

|

i

of secondary and priority

inpatient care.

On the occasion, Ahsan
Igbal reaffirmed the govern-
ment’s resolve to deliver
accessible, affordable, and
quality healthcare as a funda-
mental right of citizens.

Recalling the scheme’s
origins, the minister said the

programme was launched in
2015 by former prime minis-
ter  Muhammad Nawaz
Sharif as the “Prime Minister
National Health Program” to
provide 100 percent health
coverage to poor and deserv-
ing families, adding that its
later renaming and expan-
sion to affluent segments in
some regions led to resource
misuse and limited access for
genuinely needy households.

He directed that the pro-
gramme be restored to its
original name, stressing that
public funds must remain
focused on protecting vul-
nerable  populations and
strengthening the social safe-
ty net under Uraan Pakistan.

The committee approved

a revised health sector pro-
ject titled “Establishment of
Jinnah Hospital (Polyclinic
(PGMD)-1I)  at  G-11/3,
Islamabad,” at a total cost of
Rs. 15,948.070 million , and
recommended it to the
Executive Committee of the
National Economic Council
(ECNEC) for final approval.
Under the revised scope,
the hospital’s bed capacity
has been increased from 311
to 400 to better meet grow-
ing healthcare needs in the
federal capital. The project
also includes the induction of
modern 1T systems,
enhanced building and exter-
nal development works, a
substantial  increase  in
biomedical equipment.




